
He Chose a Countess 
By Winzola McLendon 

A U T H O R Hans Habe, who 
as a dashing young m a n 
l ived i n Washington d u r i n g 
par t of W o r l d War I I , was 
i n t o w n last week w i t h his 
chic, former actress wife , 
L i c c i . But , his favori te 
topic of conversation is an­
other woman—C o u n t e s s 
M a r i a Nikolayevna Tarnov-
ska. 

Mar ia , the daughter of a 
noble I r i s h f ami ly i n the 
service of the Czar i n t u r n -
of-the-century Russia, is the 
heroine of Habe's latest 
novel, "The C o u n t e s s," 
wh ich has been translated 
f rom the German and re­
leased i n the Un i t ed States, 
last week, by Harcour t , 
Brace and W o r l d . 

Habe became fascinated 
w i t h the Countess when he 
saw a p ic ture o f her when 
he was 17. "She was fabu­
lously beaut i fu l , " he re­
called whi l e discussing his 
book in the Habes' Jefferson 
Hotel suite. 

"She was p ic tured being 
led in to cour t to stand t r i a l 
for having her fiance mur­
dered by two of her lovers. 
. . . The t r i a l was the Dolce 
V i t a of 1910 . . . and i t was 
the f i r s t t ime psychiatrists 
had been used i n a t r i a l . I t 
became a regular battle be­
tween the psychiatrists and 
the lawyers." 

L I K E O T H E R B O O K S 
w r i t t e n by Habe, "The 
Countess" w i l l be made in to 
a movie. Habe is going to 
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Hol lywood f rom Washington 
(via Alabama, F lo r ida and 
Texas) to w o r k as an advisor 
on the f i l m i n g . 

Habe is an Amer ican c i t i ­
zen, born i n Hungary , raised 
i n Aus t r i a and now l i v i n g i n 
Switzer land. " I l ive i n Eu­
rope because I am a Euro­
pean w r i t e r and I ' m l i v i n g 
i n my language. I t is d i f f i ­
cu l t enough to w r i t e w i thou t 
w r i t i n g about something you 
do not know. 

" I have w r i t t e n two books 
about Amer ica or A m e r i ­
cans. One, " W a l k i n g Dark­
ness," wh ich has been drama­
tized and is now play ing off 
Broadway, is about an Amer­
ican Negro soldier i n Ger­
many. The other was "Af te r ­
m a t h " and is about Washing­
ton society i n pre-war days. 

I l ived i n tha t society and 
knew i t . " 

(The author was mar r i ed 
to the former Eleanor Close, 
daughter of Mrs . Herbe r t A. 
May, and d u r i n g W o r l d W a r 
I I they had a home on Kalo-
rama rd.) 

The son o f a Budapest 
newspaperman, Hans Habe 
covered many of the impor­
tant events i n Europe before 
the war as a fore ign corres-
ponent for a l e a d i n g 
"Czechoslovakia!! newspaper. 

When the war broke out, he 
jo ined the French army, was 
captured by the Germans, 
escaped and came to Amer­
ica. 

H I S E X P E R I E N C E S w i t h 
the French army were to ld 
i n his best sel l ing book, " A 
Thousand Shal l F a l l , " wh ich 
was made in to a movie. A f t ­
er l ec tu r ing for the War De­
par tment , Habe enlisted i n 
the Amer ican A r m y , rose to 
the r ank of major. 

Habe's rea l name is Jean 
de Bekessy; Hans Habe is : 
his pen name. 

He met L i c c i B a 11 a i n 
M u n i c h and they were mar­
r i e d ten years a g o . She, j 
too, is a Hungarian-b o r n , 
Amer ican ci t izen. 

The Habes l ive at Ascona 
on Lago Maggiore (the sec­
ond largest lake i n Switzer­
land). They l ive a ca lm coun­
t r y l i f e i n a big house w i t h 
a big garden. Both of them 
l ike boating and cruise the 
Lago often on the i r cabin 
cruiser. 

They also enter ta in often 
("somebody is always pass­
ing by; we are on the route 
to I t a ly" ) and that pleases 
Habe very much. 

"The German Who's Who," 
he said, "lists my hobby as 
'guests. '" 
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