
I N P U R C H A S I N G the 
Fol ies — for an undisclosed 
s u m — M r s . Martini adds 
another 300 a r t i s t s and 50 
technicians and administra­
tors to the thousands of 
such people who a l r e a d y 
work for he r . L i t t l e is 
known about this " E m ­
p re s s " of P a r i s night life 
other than that she was in 
her youth a designer and a 
model , a n d that she 
m a r r i e d a S y r i a n n a m e d 
Nachat Martini. 

Condemned in h i s home 
count ry as a spy for 
F r a n c e , M a r t i n i left 
D a m a s c u s for P a r i s and 
gained r enown as a night 
c lub impresario before he 
died in 1960. 

H i s wife s t a y e d in the 
business. I n addition to her 
Pigal le-area cabarets, she 
owns the Mogador, Comedie 
des C h a m p s - E l y s e e s and 
Bouffes-Parisines thea t e r s 
w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g to one 
Pa r i s cr i t ic , "Have a lways 
presented qua l i t y shows , 
j u s t l y c rowned w i th suc ­
c e s s , " 

T h a t ' s S t i l l E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

T h e grande dame of girlie shows, 
Paris 's Folies-Bergère, is alive and still 
k icking up its high heels at age 106. 
Decades ago, the Fo l ies was a showcase 
for such stars as Josephine Baker, who 
made her Paris debut on its stage in a 

Michel Ginies—Sipa 
The Folies-Bergère is alive and kicking 

bikini fashioned from bananas. But big-
name performers have long since been 
phased out, and the big attraction at the 
Fo l ies is now the show itself. Never fully 
nude, Fo l i es beauties are forever stream­
ing up and down a staircase, popping out 
of cardboard cakes or spraying balloons 
from hanging carriages. Compared with 
other flesh-peddling shows in Paris, the 
Fo l ies is tame—but that is the way 
veteran .director Mjflfrel CYf lTOf l iY 
wants it. H e calls his production a fam­
i ly show." Attendance has dec l ined re­
cent ly—and there is talk of possible 
layoffs—but Gyarmathy insists that "the 
Folies-Bergère w i l l go on as long as there 
is an Eif fe l Tower . "  e
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