THE MAGIC OF URI GELLER
by The Amazing Randi
Ballantine, paper, $1.75

THE GELLER PAPERS:
SCIENTIFIC OBSERVATIO

ON THE PARANORMAL POWERS
OF URI GELLER

Edited by Charles Panati
Houghton Mifflin Co., $10.00

URI GELLER: MY STORY

by Uri Geller

Praeger, $8.95; Warner Books,
paper, $1.95

Reviewed by Charles T. Tart

ri Geller is a young Israeli who
bends things, mainly keys, silver-
ware, and people's belief systems. The
bends in belief systems come about be-
cause he doesn't appear to need his
muscles to twist the keys and silverware.
He uses, he reports, only the force of his
mind.
Bending a house key is no easy feat: |

have just tried it with a bunch of old keys | :

and, despite considerable strain, | cant
bend them with my hands. Geller often
seems to do it by gently stroking the key
or silverware with a finger or two whlle you

hold the other end in your own hzmd\

There's abviously no great’ meehamc\
force involved, and his fmger dqn t\show
the skin discoloration that OCCurs wvth
strong effort.

Since in our straight, scientmc bel;ef
system bending strong\metal objects re-
quires strong physicalorce, what Geller
seems to docant happen If you can be-
lieve what you ‘see, you have to adjust
your betief system

The Amazing Randi (the stage name of
mag:cuarwarnes Zwinge), author of The
Magic cfun Geh‘e.f insists that Geller
bsnds no phy5|ca1 laws. He maintains
] thatUrns just a clever trickster who uses
deception, distraction, and quick pushes
of keys against chair frames and other

~.objects.

—Randi is a zealot defending scientific
sorthodoxy. He regards Geller's claims of
paranormal abilities as a threat: “"Geller
brings disgrace to the craft | practice
Worse than that, he warps the thinking of

generahon of formmg minds
‘Ang that/is unforgivable Speaking of
Geller's’ work with sc>entwsts Randi says,
“I am angered at Geller and his ilk, who
have wasted the valuable time and tal-
ents of these men—not to mention huge

yamounts of money—by leading them to

believe in supposed miracles.” Randi
takes his mission of exposing and dis-
crediting Geller seriously. Talking of the
magician's role, he declares, "For we are
the only element that stands between the
faker and his victim. Men of science and
other great intellects are without that pe-
cular expertise that qualifies us to detect
chicanery when it is practiced on a high
level. We are needed, and we must re-
spond when called Tomorrow may be
too late. The charlatans are upon us."”
The other side of the story appears in a
more sober, scientific book, The Geller
Papers, a collection of 23 papers put to-
gether by Charles Panati, a science edi-
tor of Newsweek.These papers, many
previously unpublished, generally con-
clude that solid evidence exists for
Geller's having occasionally demon-
strated paranormal abilities under strin-
gent conditions that seem not to permit

5 Edon Byrda physical scientist at the

\held alfivesinch length of wire made of a|

Whisili'n Dixie/Richard Waldrep

fraud. Most ct the papers are by scien-
tists. A few arabf mag,c ans who aver
that they saw mmgsthey cant duplicate
by trickery. Rand\automauca!u classifies
any magician wﬂhs@ah anopinion as an
mccympelen?( amateur

Paranormal power? One convincing ex-
@nple Uf GeHar s power is described by

Naval Sunace Weapons Center. Byrd

~special gligy called nitinol stretched be- |

_tweefi his hands while Geller gently |
| stroked the middle of it. Nitinol is an exotic |
"V alloy that, at the time of Geller's visit, was |

available in only a few laboratories. The |
alloy has a memory. If bent, it stays that
way until heated in boiling water, at which
point it almost instantly springs backto its
original shape. Geller's stroking bent the
nitinol; when the wire was dropped in
boiling water, instead of springing back to
its original shape, it bent even further
Byrd cannot explain this. Nitinol will not
take on anew shape unless it is heated to
932° F; Geller would have needed a
Bunsen burner and a pair of pliers to ac- ‘
complish his feat by natural means \

Another impressive set of observations | ‘
was reported by William E. Cox, a semi- |
professional magician and parapsy- |
chological researcher. Geller bent a steel |
safe-deposit-box key that was lying in |
clear view on a glass-topped table while |
Cox held one end of it and Geller lightly |
stroked the other. Cox also gave Geller a
pocket watch that was not running. Just
before the session, Cox had set the
watch's regulator to the fast position and, |
without Geller's knowledge, had wedged !
adhesive foil through the balance wheel |
spokes to jam it. Geller held the watch in |
plain view for half aminute and it began to |
run. Cox pried open the watch case and i
found that the regulator was now set all |
the way to the slow position, and the fo.li
was severed and out of the works

Is Geller a fraud, or does he have gen-
uine paranormal abilities?

Randi clearly divides the world into the .
| good guys and the bad guys, and Geller |
| is one of the latter. |f you're caught cheat- |
| Ing once, he's ‘convinced that you've al-
| ways cheated. Randi certainly believes
E Geller has been caught cheating. Many
i Geller fans believe he never cheats, but




this position seems as extreme as
Randi's.

Fooling physicists. Suppose you had
some genuine paranormal abilities, but
they didn't always work. The temptation to
move things along with a littie conjuring
might be overwhelming. But Geller's
stage shows don't prove or disprove any-
thing: they're purely entertainment. Only
the controlled laboratory tests count, and
many of the experiments in The Geller Pa-
pers provide strong evidence that some-
times Geller does something para-
normal.On the other hand, as Randi em-
phasizes, many scientists are unskilled at
detecting trickery, and not all the re-
ported laboratory work is foolproof. For
example, parapsychologists find work
like that of the English physicist John G.
Taylor unacceptable because his experi-
ments lack proper controls. Panati's book
would have been better had he omitted
Taylor's work.

Both The Geller Papers and The Magic
of Uri Geller are required reading for any-
one who wants to understand Geller, es-
pecially for those who plan to research
paranormal phenomena. Geller's auto-
biography, My Story, is mildly interesting
reading, but is irrelevant for deciding
whether he possesses genuine paranor-
mal abilities. If he is a total fraud, then the
book is only a collection of self-serving
lies. If he does occasionally manifest
paranormal abilities, his book casts no
light on them.

| must qualify my recommendation of
Randi's book. In his zeal to defend scien-
tific orthodoxy, Randi himself bends the
truth repeatedly. For instance, Geller was
investigated at Stanford Research In-
stitute (SR by two physicists, Russell Targ
and Harold Puthoff. Geller usually creates
an atmosphere of chaos in alab by flitting
unpredictably from one task to another,
so Targ and Puthoff report only two
studies which they think were well con-
trolled. In an Esp study meant to demon-
strate either clairvoyance or telepathy,
Geller was put first into a double steel-
wall-stielded room, then, during
stage of the experiment, into
screen-shielded room called
Cage. An experimente
room selected an
dictionary at rand

Geller then drew what he
e target. Two judges who

had not taken part in the experiment later
compared the actual targets and Geller's
drawings by matching them. Both judges
separately and correctly matched all 10
drawings, an event that could happen by
chance only three times in 10 million
attempts

Randi criticizes this experiment, mak-

ing a tremendous fuss because the steel- |

walled room was not completely solid: “In
order to get cables in there for the elec-
troencephalograph (EEG) tests, a square
hole was cut in the STEEL WALL AND THE
SPACE AROUND IT WAS STUFFED WITH GAUZE!"
(Randi’'s capitalizations). As for the
screened room, Randi says: “You have

probably made the assumption that |

Geller could not see out of the Faraday
Cage in which he found himself for those
last three experiments. BUT HE COULD SEE
EASILY! HE COULD EVEN REACH HIS ARM OUT
OF THE CAGE!" Randi combines these ap-
parently damning statements with as-
sertions that Geller's assistant, Shipi
Shtrang, was constantly underfoot during
the experiments, so that he either sig-

naled Geller with gestures that revealed |

the target drawings or actually passed
Geller copies of the drawings. The SRi sci-
entists sound like fools.

Visiting the scene. Since | live near sri, |
contacted Targ and Puthoff and visited
the labs used for the experiments with
Geller. Yes, there is a small hole in the
double-walled steel room, stuffed with
packing materials, through which EEGca-
bles run. But the hole leads into the room
where the experimenters, not Shipi,
stood. The experimenters never spoke a |
word about the target drawin
posted it on the same wall the ¢
was in. Even if Geller h
phone or viewing devi

were walchlng the d \
seeit, thede

Incidentally,
thrust an arm out of the

both experiments, Randi's supposed
confederate had no knowledge that
would have helped Geller.

Randi’s descriptions of these experi-
ments grossly distort what actually went
on. In Randi's book, he refers to the cor-
respondence in New Scientist magazine
about the sriexperiment. In one of those

E ogist would agree with this. However,
| Randi never sees the other side of the

-~
by Thomas Szasz
ncnor Press/Doubleday, paper,

letters, published in the November 7,
1974 issue, Targ and Puthoff clearly state
that only the experimenters were allowed
in the target areas

Randi repeatedly makes the excellent
point that if you want to believe in the
paranormal, you will distort your observa-
tions and memories of an event in a way
that supports your beliefs. Any psychol-

coin; you can also distort things to hang
onto your disbelief in the paranormal.
An endless game. The implications of
paranormal phenomena are too impor-
tant to serve only as an occasion for bitter
arguments between irrational believers
and irrational disbelievers. Geller will go
on entertaining the masses; he wants to
be rich and famous, and he's succeeding
marvelously. Randiwill goon trying to de-
bunk Geller. Since Geller can perform
faster than Randi can duplicate his tricks,
this game could go on forever.

Whether Geller is “pure,” as some be-
lieve, or whether he uses conjuring some-
times but occasionally shows paranormal
abilities, as many parapsychologists now
believe, is of little con

mental studies that show
normal effects already
depends on the
probably only a
physical laws i

standing
niverse may be
ous. GeHeg(l;;s drawn enough at-

ormal to get some
scientists interested. If it takes
poon-bending to get us start-
large-scale scientific investiga-
ion of the paranormal, the career of Uri
eller will have served a useful purpose.

Charles T. Tart is a professor of psychology at
the University of California, Davis. His applica-
tion of learning theory to ese was reported in
“Telepathy Could Be Real,” pt, February 1976
His latest book is States of Consciousness
(E.P. Dutton)

HERESIES

$2.95
Reviewed by Daniel Rosenblatt

Psychlatnst Thomas Szasz resembles
afiery Old Testament prophet; he fre-
quently describes our society's evil ways
in some detail. He has won some honor

“Now that | am about to die, | find
an overwhelming need to find my
purpose in living-"

A first person study of the
psychology of facing the ultimate

and a time
to dlie

by Mark Pelgrin

= IN THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES,
sufferers and survivors face itevery
day—AND A TIME TO DIE, in the
echoing words taken from
Ecclesiastes. Here is faith,
courage, comfort, assurance, for
those who die and those who must
go on living. The author’'s wife dled
of cancer. Then he himself lea

he had but eight months 6 live. In
that grec;ous time, he 27!6??1
autobiography of the inngr man
moving testimony tot elrlum
the splrlt Critics have Ci |

.<- at bookstores or
from Ouesl Books

Jobkeeping |

A Hireling’s Survr Mmmal
David

do to arm yourself
e whim of your boss or a

know about layoff games
r pulling on Black Fridays.
how to read the warnings of
upcoming disaster and be ready to
do something about it. 192 pages.

$7.95.

Get it at your favorite
bookstore now!

CHILTON BOOK COMPANY

Radnor, PA 19089

Stuart Rosenberg

“Breathes down your neck
with the chill of an
ice cube.”Kirkus Reviews

The
shocking story of a twelve-year-old
boy and his father on @ murderous
rampage.
$6.95

T.Y. CROWELL

CONSUMER

SERVICE

DIVISION
FHEE s CATALOG

Iincludes a wide variety of products associ-
ated with the special interests of readers of
Zitf-Davis magazines — Psychology Today,
Popular Photography, Stereo Review, Popular
Electronics, Boating, Flying, Car and Driver,
Cycle, Skilng

Send tor your free catalog today.

Consumer Service Division,
595 Broadway,

New York, N.Y. 10012

Closing The Gap . between
behavioral theory and humanistic
psychology

TALKING

TALKING
TALKING

TALK NG

A Betuvioral Method for lmpeosing
Social Interas thom

by Casey Dorman, Ph D

=]

Finally, a behavioral Psychologist
has written a book that applies the
methods of behavior modification to
such clinically and humanistically
relevant subjects as verbal com-
munication, self-image, and the
concept of the whole person.
TALKING shows how the things
we say affect how we feel about
ourselves, TALKING is a book, not
only for the clinician, but for people
who want to improve their skills in
day to day conversation. TALKING:
“A Behavioral Method for Improv-
ing Social Interactions” (paperback)
by Casey Dorman, Ph.D. Available
only by Mail. Send $2.50 to:
Behavioral Training and Research
Co., P. O. Box 1968, Boston, Mass.
02105.

The Co Bee ken!
SAE]
TRANSCRIPTS

e Most Revolutionary
>Discovery Of Our Age

Anew system of self-transformation created out of

the Dead Sea Scrolls. Secret. oral teachings never
before found in print decoded by recent cryptographic
research

The Transcripts not only explain why the Essenes
and Therapeutae were able to heal and live to ages ex-

ceeding 100 years, but show how teachers such as Jesus
attained superior intelligence, worked miracles, and com-
muned with God.

Theory and techniques on over 40 disiplines
for body. emotion and mind development are also included.

Teachers, scholars, doctors report incalculable ben-
efits: “Intelligence improved,” “Altered states of con-
sciousness a living reality,” “This is the secret of secrets,”
“Explains the power of Christ.™

Our purpose is to provide the conditions and op-
portunities for learning the system. This 40-day program
includes 10 hours of oral teachings on cassette tape and a
300-page hard bound text for easy study, fully illustrated.

Write today and share in this exciting research
Revolutionary Codex II
DECODED NEW TESTAMENT

The original Gos-
pel of Christ was
not a book but a
System of per-
sonal regenera-
tion and illumi-
nation iransmit-
ted orally. Lost
during the perse-
cutions, it was never passed down to the organized
Church. Now with publication of THE DECODED
NEW TESTAMENT, the Lost Svstem of Christ is
clanfied for the first time in centuries. By Gene
Savoy. the Bible scholar most closely associated with
the emerging New Christianity.

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
ACADEMY FOR RELIGIOUS ARTS AND SCIENCES
=, 100 NORTH ARLINGTON
((- 2\ POST OFFICE BOX 3279

Ll
—r”’

RENO, NEVADA 89505
Please send me the following:

O Hardbound Essaei Transcripts, tapes,
and gift copy of The Decoded New

Testament for only: $135.00
O Printed Transcripts only: $ 69.50
O Cassette Tapes only: $ 69.50
[0 The Decoded

New Testament § 39.50

Enclosed find my U.S. Tax Deductible
Contribution for the amount of:,

$

Charge my: [0 BankAmericard PT
[0 Master Charge

Card No. Exp. Date_.___

Name

Address City

State Zip

— Allow 6 Weeks For Delivery —

(Add $4.00 For Air Postage)

| 413HsM008 /
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for his work, along with a fair degree of
neglect. In a dozen or so major books, he
has championed the individual against
the state and the person against the in-
stitution; he has supported a person's
freedom to take drugs, commit suicide,
not to be locked up for “mental iliness.”
Szasz often strikes out against Freud,
against Marx, against easy established
wisdom. It is no surprise to find his latest
book entitled Heresies.

He is careful to point out that he does
not regard heresy as necessarily wrong.
Indeed, he often seems to feel smug
about his heretical views. Szasz reminds
us that, at its Greek origin, hairesis meant
to choose, a neutral act. Later, Christians
used it to denote disapproval. Szasz
wants to restore the word's original, neu-
tral meaning while keeping the sense of
opposition to orthodoxy, of difference
from established opinion.

Very deliberately he sets out to chal-
lenge orthodox views on drugs, sex, mar-
riage, religion, politics, freedom, mental
illness, psychiatry. His book is arranged
with these headings as chapter titles;
each chapter contains brief paragraphs
outlining his contradictory opinions.

In Heresies Szasz sets aside his cus-
tomary prophetic stance and takes the
position of wit and aphorist. Many of his
paragraphs recall writers like H. L. Men-
cken, Dwight Macdonald, Mark Twain or
Ambrose Bierce, men who criticized the
foibles of American society through wit,
derision, sarcasm, sagacity, down-to-
earth plain talk, and common sense. | am
sure Szasz has these writers in mind as
he blasts away at simple-minded notions
of loyalty, honesty, the law, schizo-
phrenia, sex habits, and the ilke/%
the stylistic elegance of ‘
foucauld, Blaise Pascal, O
and Bernard Shaw. But Szasz lacks th
accuracy at commanding th\g
telling phrase. SN -

Yet my carping is beside the point.
Szasz may hit the bull’s eye in only one
out of 10 attempts, bm\éxép his misses
are interestingand provocative. | wel-
come his Q&‘)’O f enelr\af\on of con-
ventionakkhawledge and wisdom, even
in those are here | disagree with him
s clear thinking as he

An?/;apcge\c\\g
derr'g;i:e cant and clichés
to

B%e | therefore present Thomas Szasz
| to speak-for’himself. This sample from
| Heresies includes some of his bull’'s eyes
| atet of his misses, as seen from my
own point of view. Here are some | liked
'-E ;

Psychiatrists are trained in medicine

e
book indicates that he also has in “mﬁr}d{

A rec'S‘é/
S aCiaE
&

which they dont practice and practice
psychotherapy in which they are not
trained.”
L
‘A kosher pickle is a pickle blessed by
the rabbi. Holy matrimony is sex blessed
by the priest. A mentally healthy person is
a person blessed by the psychiatrist
“Pork is meat cursed by the rabbi. For-
nication is sex cursed by the priest. The
‘schizophrenic’is a person cursed by the
psychiatrist."”
L
“Animals kill animals of different spe-
cies for meat. Human beings kill other
human beings—and avoid killing certain
animals—for metaphors.”
L
“The masochist lives by the maxim that
it is better to be wanted as a victim than
not to be wanted at all.”
L B
Here are some | disliked: ‘
“The maxim ‘Honesty is the best poli
is incomplete as it stands. Completed
would read as follows: H Y is t

the worst and stupidest policy with those
Y 7///
@e has it, the

who are dishonest.” "
L ]
astles in the air, the psy-

As an o psychi“‘atns
neurotic bui

L]
chotic lives in , and the’ psychiatrist
collects tgefr'é}ﬁt. | addthat the psy-
chiatrist ‘u/ild a profession and prisons
k@bh{oi;fhé neurotic seeks solace

on a metaph
sychotic is sentenced

in them, and the
t

L

em.”
L

re are some short ones:

arriage: tenured togetherness.”

s * e 0

) {Je'forgive all is to demand all.”

//s‘ L )

7,/"Psychia[ric diagnosis:

mugging.”

\

medical

L
“In academia, the ruleis publish or per-
ish; in bureaucracies, it's proliferate or
perish;in drug abuseology, it's persecute
or perish.”
e o0
“Men diet to live longer; women, to look
better."

L I B
“Work is pushing matter around. Poli-
tics is pushing people around.”

Daniel Rosenblatt is a Gestalt therapist with a
private practice in New York City. Among his
recent books are Opening Doors, The Gestalt
Therapy Primer, and Your Life Is a Mess! (all
Harper & Row)
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yet- inTaLaJ(@;y ‘quue function and
;: \;d/e«?nx s\ Hisl&rediscovery of perennial
: regds smoothly, though his tone is

\ \un\

0 %
best policy with those who q’rﬁiﬁééiaﬂdv

BRIEFLY:

| In STRESS WITHOUT DISTRESS (Signet/Neﬁ\

e S e e e e ..
American Library, paper, $1.75),
Selye, a pioneer in stress researchi tur

makes some useful observations on life
stress. Selye says tha{s{ome\csN es-
sential in an active !|1\el‘\b;t adyises us to

find our optimal stre v
sures overwh tive’capacity.

_our
He goes on tc;??la te-a philosophy he
calls "aitruis‘.liamg ism)""/whose code of

vel, lest pres-

ethicsis & thet /g»&iil of your neigh-
bors./ $elye finds this model for human
teamwark 1r?t>e body cells unite and

C(,)Qpe\qt \fgr/lHE od of an organism,

S
abasHedly evangelical
On the heels of this moral treatise
es a new edition of THE STRESS OF
IFE (McGraw-Hill Book Company,
$8.95), Selye's classic summary of medi-
cal knowledge on stress. In this revision
of his 1956 book, Selye omits sections that
were controversial when he introduced
them but have since become part of com-
mon medical lore. He has added discus-
sions of psychosomatic medicine and of
life in a polluted, crowded, noisy environ-
ment. His description of the body's reac-
tion to any kind of demand upon it (the
technical definition of “stress”) remains a
useful layman’s guide.—D.G

Sociologist Nathan Glazer is against any |
form of discrimination, even when that |
discrimination is meant to make up for
pastinjuries to minority groups. He states
his case in AFFIRMATIVE DISCRIMINATION:
ETHNIC INEQUALITY AND PUBLIC POLICY
(Basic Books, Inc., Publishers, $10.95).
Although Glazer sympathizes with the lib-
eral desire to atone for past injustices, he
believes that such policies as preferential
minority hiring and busing for integration |
are neither wise nor fair. Affirmative-ac- |
tion programs, he points out, have their |
main impact on the small pool of profes-

sional and technical black workers, while

barely touching the unskilled and adoles-

cent blacks who bear the brunt of job dis-

crimination. He maintains that civil rights

belong to the individual, not to the group,

and warns that present policies are likely |
to divide the nation more firmly along eth- |
nic lines, breeding new and spreading |
resentment among a majority that feels it- |

|
self to be injured —E.H i




