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"A few minutes later I heard a strange 
metallic ping coming from the buffet. I 
opened the cutlery drawer and cried out 
in horror. I saw my solid silver cake 
server snap'in half. I called my family to 
look and the knives, forks and spoons sud­
denly came to life. They wriggled like 
eels, twisting into all kinds of weird 
shapes. Every so often one bent too far 
and broke." 

Her daughter, Elfreda Schmitt, called 
police. Inspector Kessler and Sgt. Ham­
mer came to investigate. Recalled the 
inspector: "We thought it was a nut case 
at first. But when we saw 12 pieces of 
cutlery bend and snap before our eyes, 
we didn't think it was a joke. 

"Each piece took about two or three 
seconds to bend or break. We couldn't believe 
what we were seeing. We stood in the living 
room watching a perfectly normal-looking fork 
start to wriggle. And a couple of seconds later 
it was bent right out of shape." 

When he heard the silverware moving in 
the buffet drawers, Kessler ordered Sgt. Ham­
mer to stand between the buffet and the 
stunned family. "Then I felt the air with my 
hands to see if there were any wires or any­
thing. Later, we took out the two drawers and 
examined them. We found nothing wrong." 

The inspector was so flabbergasted that he 
ordered Sgt. Hammer: "Go down the street 
and bring in two or three more people. I want 
some independent witnesses. This is one report 
no one is going to believe." 

When several neighbors were brought in, 
Kessler recalled, "we all watched this incred-
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ASTOUNDING PHENOMENON: Mrs. Bar­
bara Scheld with some of the silverware that 
suddenly bent and curled in her home while 
psychic Uri Geller was performing on TV. 

ible thing going on. Finally, we just had to 
accept it was really happening." 

West Germany's top expert on paranormal 
phenomena, Dr. Hans Bender, head of Frei­
burg University's Institute of Parapsychology, 
is studying the case. He said: "I've talked at 
length with Mrs. Scheid. Several pieces of her 
bent and broken cutlery have been subjected 
to rigid laboratory tests. 

*'After Uri Geller appeared on T V , hundreds 
of people phoned and wrote to me that their 
watches and clocks had stopped or that un­
wound watches had started up again. One or 
two cases involved cutlery. 

"It's my belief that Mrs. Scheid has psychic 
powers that bent the silverware. And this 
power was triggered into action when she 
watched the Geller program." 

I — DAVID BURK 
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