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Leo McLaughlin, who was .Tpsnit prg^dpnt of 
Fordham from 1965 to 1968, has married a free-

lance writer half his age, 
trie New York Daily 
News says. The wedding 
between McLaughlin, 61, 
and ftari Gombos, 28, 
took place in t lKton, 
Md., in June. Mc­
Laughlin had applied to 
the Vatican in November 
to leave the priesthood 
and marry, but permis­
sion was not given, the 
paper said. As a result, 
McLaughlin has been 

McLaughlin automatically excom­
municated from the Roman Catholic Church. He 
now teacnes at Ramapo College in Mahwah, N.J. 
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E x - F o r d h a m H e a d 
E x p l a i n s M a r r i a g e D e c i s i o n 

NEW YORK ( A P ) — " I 
feel very happy about my 
mar r i age , but very sad 
about the excommunica­
tion. ' ' 

In this manner, Leo Mc­
Laugh l in , 61, summed up 
his feelings about his wed­
ding to Sari Gombos, a 26-
year-old free-lance writer. 

M c L a u g h l i n , a fo rmer 
chancellor of Fordham Uni­
versity, was a Jesuit priest 
for 40 years. "His wedding 
"took place Jfune 25 in Elk-
ton, M d J t but was not made 
public until Friday. 

McLaughlin said he had 
applied last November for 
permission to r e tu rn to 
layman's status and for dis­
pensation to marry—a nor­
m a l l y lengthy procedure. 
The permission has not 
been granted, al though i t 

He became president of 
I^ordharn. a Jesuit college 
in New York City, in 1965 
and chancellor in 1968. Dur­
ing his tenure control of the 
university was shifted from 
the board of Jesuit trustees 

may be later. McLaughlin 
said that since he and Miss 
Gombos decided to marry 
anyway, they both have 
been automatically excom­
municated. 

" T H E D I F F I C U L T Y of 
the decision is impossible to 
communicate in words , " 
McLaugh l in said. "There 
are always reasons for and 
reasons against. It 's a deci­
sion I didn't make in great 
haste . . . I have known Sari 
for a long t ime." 

Why d idn ' t he wa i t for 
permission? "Impatience, I 
guess," said McLaugh l in . 
" I ' m not young and a year 
is a long time to wait. 

M c L a u g h l i n said the 
change in his status was 
jus t one of a series of 
changes in his life recently. 

to an expanded board domi­
nated by laymen. 

T H E N , in 1970, he an­
nounced he was leaving to 
become director of fresh­
man studies at Johnson C. 
Smith University, a small, 
ma in ly black school i n 
Charlotte, N.C. 

"I 've been talking about 
race relat ions for years 
now," he said at the time of 
his resignation from Ford-
ham. 4 T felt it was about 
time I put my life where my 
mouth is ." 

McLaugh l in left Smith 

— f l ­

atter 2xh years. He said he 
was "hear tb roken to 
leave," but felt his job had 
become mainly administra­
tive and " I felt i t was essen­
tial that black people take 
over." 

McLaughlin currently is 
director of the tufbtial pro 
gram at Ramapo College in 
Mahwah , N . J . , where he 
and his wife live. 

He said many of his Jesuit 
friends have contacted him 
since learning of the mar­
r iage. Thei r react ion, he 
said, was "rather mixed/* 
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