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Dr. White, 77, Operates 7 Times in Day 
By George Kennedy 

Dr. Charles Stanley White , 
Washington's senior surgeon, is 
77 years old today. He has been 
operating here for more than 50 
years. 

The other day he performed 
seven operations of abdominal 
surgery. T h a t crowded his 
schedule. He did not get through 
u n t i l 2:30 p.m., just i n t ime to 
begin his office hours. 

A man of medium height, he 
is a meticulous dresser—always 
well groomed. W i t h his s traight 
hair parted near the middle, 
keen eyesight and slight case of 
round shoulders which has been 
his stance since boyhood, his ap
pearance has not changed much 
since his 50s. His hair was black 
then. I t is i ron-gray now. 

He is the pr inc ipa l developer 
of Intra-a r t e r i a 1 transfusions 
which are saving many lives 
when the massive hemorrhages 
sometimes incidental to duodenal 
ulcers and to ch i ldb i r th have re
duced blood pressure and pulse 
to zero. The transfused blood 
is forced up an artery to the 
heart, instead of le t t ing the 
heart a t tempt to pump up blood 
transfused in to a vein. Again 
and again patients have been 
kept alive by this new method 
u n t i l the surgeon has been able 
to clamp off the bleeding i n the 
inter ior . 

Medical Journal Author . 
Despite his heavy schedule, he 
has found t ime to wr i te more 
than 100 articles report ing his 
work i n the medical journals. A l l 
this has brought his alma mater, 
George Washington Universi ty 
Medical School, where he taught 
surgery for more t han 40 years, 
and the Washington hospitals 
where he has done his work, to 
the favorable a t tent ion of the 
medical world . 

His office files contain case 
histories of 53,000 patients. 

He also has business respon
sibilities. He is president of the 
Washington Medical Bu i ld ing 
Corp., the Columbia Medical 
Bui ld ing Corp. and the Doctors' 
Hospital and a director of the 
Riggs Nat ional Bank. 

When the Puerto Rican na
tionalists shot up Congress on 
March 1 and Representative 
Bentley of Mich igan was taken 
to Casualty Hospital w i t h a bu l 
let hole i n his abdomen, t ) r . 
Whi te was sent for. He had the 
Congressman on the operating 
table for almost two hours as 
he repaired the damage the 
bullet had done as i t passed 
through the intestines. 

I t was a painstaking opera
t ion. The man's liver had been 
shattered and had to be packed 
together again. 

Reporters were wai t ing i n the 
lobby for Dr . Whi te when he 
finally came down i n the 
elevator. 

"Was the operation success
ful?" one asked. 

He answered, " I f i t wasn't I ' d 
have gone out the backdoor." 

Representative Bentley now is 
back on the floor making 
speeches. 

Lifelong Washingtonian. 
Dr. Whi te is a l ifelong Wash-

ingtonian. He was born i n a 
comfortable two-story house at 
Eleventh and E streets S.W., one 
of nine children—seven sons 
and two daughters. 

His father. George W . Whi te , 
operated a foundry i n South
west Washington and was pres
ident of the Belt Line Street 
Railroad. His maternal grand
father, W i l l i a m A. Harr is , had 
a carpenter shop i n Port T o 
bacco, Md. , i n the 1830s and later 
moved into Southwest Washing
ton. M r . Harr i s had two 
sons and seven daughters 
(Dr. White 's mother was 
one) who marr ied and, for 
the most part , bore large f a m 
ilies. Young Charlie Whi te 
counted his Southwest cousins by 
the dozens, Wimsatts , Stephen-
sons, Churches and Harrises. 

L i t t l e Charlie was a good s tu
dent. His mother preserved his 
sixth-grade report card f rom 
Bradley School for March , 1890. 
I t read: "Deportment, 100%; 
scholarship, 99.9%." 

Southwest was "The I s land" 
i n those days, separated f rom 
the rest of the Capital by the 
canal. Charlie had a good t ime. 
He swam off the Stephenson coal 
dock (owned by an uncle) and 
played a pret ty good game of 
ball . He had early decided to 
become a doctor. 

He went r igh t f rom high school 
in to George Washington Medical 
School, which was possible i n 
those days. His father died 
when he was halfway through 
and he had to get a job and go 
to school nights. He was grad
uated in 1898; finished his i n 
ternships at G W and Colum
bia Hospitals in 1901. I n 1903 
he was appointed resident super
intendent of the old Emergency 
Hospital at Fif teenth street and 
Ohio avenue (on par t of the site 
of the Department of Commerce 
Bui ld ing) and rode the ambu
lance for five years. 

"Magic" i n Emergency. 
The Emergency ambulance 

was horsedrawn and the drivers 
took pride i n making i t r o l l 
faster than the fire engines. One 
emergency call brought h i m to 
a l i t t l e colored boy who had 
stuck his head in a length of 
stovepipe and couldn' t get out. 
A man was t ry ing to file off an 
i ron band but wasn't making 
much progress. 

Young Dr . Whi te remembered 
a lesson from obstetrics—that 
you should t ip the i n f a n t s head 
forward. He reached in w i t h his 
arm. tipped the head, the pipe 
came off and the crowd tha t 
had assembled cheered as though 
he had performed a s tunt of 
magic. 

The importance of the i m 
provements tha t have made the 
great advances i n surgery pos
sible—better anaesthesia, blood 
transfusions and anti-biotics— • 
is well I l lustrated by what hap- I 
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pened i n one of his early oper
ations. 

He was operating on the i n 
fected knee of a 12-year-old 
colored boy. The anaesthetic 
was chloroform. Respiration 
suddenly ceased. The pulse 
weakened and finally became i m 
perceptible. Ar t i f i c i a l respiration 
was attempted, but was unsuc
cessful. Dr . Whi te had read i n 
a European medical j ou rna l of 
instances of restoring act ivi ty by 
massaging the heart . He opened 
the abdomen and worked the 
heart w i t h his fingers for 7 
minutes. He was jus t about to 
give up when a sl ight pulse was 
detected. He kept on. I n 12 
minutes normal heart action was 
restored, but the boy died the 
next day of blood poisoning f rom 
the infected knee. 

Probably none of those things 
would have happened today. 
Modern anaesthesia would have 
allowed continued respiration. 
Transfusions would h a v e 
strengthened the patient and 
anti-biotics probably would have 
controlled the infect ion. 

Wrote About Case. 
He published the experience i n 

the Mary land Medical Journal 
under the t i t l e : "Prel iminary re
port of a case of resusciation of 
the heart by subdiaphragmatic 
massage." 

About the same t ime his w i l l 
ingness to resort to extreme 
measures i n an extreme emer
gency saved a l ife. A 22-year-
old Negro, stabbed i n the heart, 
was brought i n . He was s t i l l 
l iv ing but fast bleeding to death. 
To stop the bleeding, Dr . Whi te 
cut through three ribs and took 
six stitches i n the heart. The 
man lived. 

About this t ime the famous 
"Doc" Whi te was not the young 
surgeon but his younger brother. 
Guy Harr is Whi te . A dentist 
by t ra in ing , he had become one 
of the best known men in 
America. He was a pitcher for 
the "Hitless Wonders," the 
Chicago Whi te Sox penant w i n 
ners of 1906—Nick Alt rock, Jiggs 
Donohue et al—who beat the 
Chicago Cubs i n the Wor ld 
Series despite the famed Tinker -
to-Evers-to-Chance combination. 
"Doc" Whi te , whose record of 
five shutouts i n a row s t i l l 
stands, lives i n Silver Spring. 
He is the only other survivor of 
the fami ly of nine. 

When Dr . Whi te started to 
specialize i n surgery i n 1908, Dr . 
J. Ford Thompson, a Civ i l War 
veteran and professor of surgery 
at George Washington, was the 
senior surgeon of Washington. 
Others were Dr . Tulley Vaughan 
and Dr . W i l l i a m P. Carr. 

Al though young Dr . White 's 
reputation was growing, his l ist 
of patients was not studded w i t h 
Senators, cabinet officers or d ip -

I lomats. He did set a broken a rm 
I for Uncle Joe Cannon, the 
Speaker of the House i n the 
Wilson adminis t ra t ion. Perhaps 
the greatest "name" on the op
erating table i n his career was 
tha t of a pat ient who underwent 
an appendectomy back i n 1902 
jus t after D r . White 's internship. 
The pat ient was Walter Reed, 
the conqueror of yellow fever. 
Dr . Whi t e was the anaesthetist. 
The appendix was ruptured be
fore the incision. Col. Reed, who 
was 51, died of the ensuing per
i toni t is . Present-day anti-biot ics 
probably could have saved h i m . 

Medicine i n Washington was 
under the shadow of Johns Hop
kins i n Balt imore, where Osier, 
Kel ly , Welch and Halsted were 
holding fo r th . * J t o | i p j f i f i | £ t e j 

M tihfi PTPBt itama In Jit 
n the West i t was the Mayo 

brothers of Rochester, M i n n . , 
and John B . M u r p h y of Chicago. 

Married Midwest Beauty. 
Young Dr . Whi t e went to B a l 

t imore a few times to hear Osier 
and the others lecture. B u t for 
s t imula t ion he preferred to take 
the long t r i p to Rochester, M i n n . , 
and sit at the feet of the Mayos 
and their associates. I n 1914 
he marr ied Mtad Blanche M . 
Strong of Tiochester, M i n n . , 
whose pic f ures i n the society 
pages tf ount ing the event well 
just the statement tha t she 
"wat ecognized as one of the 
beauties of the Middle West." 

He had already purchased a 
house on Sixteenth street which 
he sold after Wor ld War 1, The 
Whites now live at 2301 K a l o -
rama road N.W. They have two 
children, Dr . Charles Stanley 
Whi te , j r . , and Mrs . Mary Alice 
K i m b a l l of Whi t e Plains, N . Y . 

His published papers show the 
wide scope of his interests. The 
first, i n 1903, was on puerperal 
septicaemia, the " ' ch i ld bed" 
fever that ki l led mothers and 
babies u n t i l steri l ization halted i t 
after the t u r n of the century. 

He was a Navy lieutenant com
mander i n Wor ld War I . Dur ing 
the W o r l d War I I period his pa
pers were largely on the use of 
plasma. His specialty became 
abdominal surgery, the removal 
of ulcers, cancerous growths, i n 
fected appendicitis, gall bladders, 
spleens, sections of the intestine, 
even whole stomachs. 

Perhaps the greatest con t r ibu
t ion of th is surgeon, who as a 
young man did not hesitate to 
massage a heart w i t h his fingers 
or to sew one up, has been the 
in t ra -a r te r i a l transfusions. 

Dr . Whi te was the first to pub
lish reports on the amazing re
vival of heart action following 
prompt forcing of blood in to an 
artery. A t Doctors' Hospital to 
day a k i t of sterilized instruments 
and an experienced team is ready 
to make such a transfusion i n a 
mat ter of minutes. 
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