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‘Washington Post Foreign Bervice
house near the Danube ong
this week, a group of Hungarian jot
nalists gathered for a private shov
of films of the debate between Presi”
dent Ford and Jimmy Carte
eign policy and defense igs

ists in foreign affai
experience in Ne

pointment.
Among those
living room
Sy little doub!
B tioning Fo d)Carter knew more
about e oreign policy than
: did th candidates.
In the s Communist countries
°" “" of te urope, whose fate de-
° =1 pej ely on good relations be-
R twi United Stares and the So-

viet ,Ufiign, that i{s not a comforting
thégght.

The debate, to them, did not seem a

ay of great political freedom, but
pectacle that forced both men, un-

r the pressure of 100 million view-
ers, into mistakes and uncompromis-
ing public positions on matters that
are of critical importance here.

“For those who have either illusions
about or high regard for American de-
mocracy, the performance was disap-
pointing,” one correspondent said,
midway through ‘he film. He added
that it was & “catastrophe that the
choice was between these two. The
United States is not a banana repub-
lic, you know. Your president affects
all of us.”

“Even in Hungary,” he said, “a pro-
vircial politician could not survive at
such a level of quality and factualness
in debate.”

If Hungary and other small and
powerless nations in Central’ Europe
are rot to get trampled again’as they
traditionally ‘have heen, it is critically
important, .in their view, that the lead-
ers in Washington and Mascow have
clear and econsistent foreign policies,
hovefully of peaceful cooperation.
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