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" T h i n k smal l " is the message of bo th 
these books on the future. Gabor, who 
has a genius for slogans, proposes these: 
"Excellence instead of quantitative 
growth. Possession instead of consump
tion" W e must a im at "a mature society, 
stable i n numbers and i n mater ia l pro
duc t i on , i n ecological e qu i l i b r ium w i t h 
t h e resources of t h e E a r t h . " D u b o s 
w o u l d endorse this statement of purpose 
b u t says of Gabor's earlier book, Invent
ing the Future: " The futures we invent 
are viable only i f they are compat ib le 
w i t h the constraints imposed b y the evo
lut ionary past." The two wr i ters ' differ
i n g views of the means necessary to 
a t ta in a desirable human future prob
ably stem f rom their dif ferent scientific 
disciplines as m u c h as f rom personality 
differences, though bo th range far out
side their specializations—Dubos w i t h 
h u m i l i t y , Gabor w i t h arrogance. Dubos, 
a biologist, insists on an organic, evolu
t ionary approach to the future . Gabor, a 
physicist, inventor, and electronics engi
neer, stresses a mo r e r e v o l u t i o n a r y — 
though "Fab ian"—program, i n w h i c h a 
redirected technology w o u l d produce 
"social invent ions" rather than " h a r d 
ware . " Nevertheless, he cannot resist de
scr ib ing a fantastic piece of electronic 
hardware for teaching history—or rather 
his o w n Disney land version thereof. D u 
bos wants us to be aware of the past i n 

a more t rad i t iona l and humane way. He 
is a better histor ian than Gabor and 
shows greater sensitivity to art and l i ter
ature. A l though Gabor wants to preserve 
the work ethic in a leisure society, he 
seems unaware of the dep th of untapped 
human potent ia l for the arts. A l though 
the mature society should offer "hope, 
play, d ivers i ty , " Gabor's chief work-sur
rogate is l i fe long educat ion. He w o u l d , 
however, require an element of hardship 
and compet i t ion i n school ing f rom six 
through eighteen, so that young people 
cou ld then become responsible members 
of a permissive, leisured society. A n " u n 
ashamed e l i t i s t , " he wants everyone to 
be "d i r e c t ed " into the vocat ion appropr i 
ate for his I .Q., "e th ica l quot ient , " and 
mot iva t ion . He and Dubos differ most 
sharply about the value of computer s im
ulations i n p lann ing a future society. 
Wliereas Gabor applauds Jay W . Forres
ter's d i c t u m that " the h u m a n m i n d is not 
adapted to in terpre t ing how social sys
tems behave," Dubos deplores i t , insist
i n g that because man has free w i l l , " the 
real future is l ike ly to be very dif ferent 
f r om any of the predictable futures . " I t is 
comical ly reassuring to note that Dubos's 
ideal future communi ty w o u l d be qui te 
l ike the French vi l lage where he grew 
u p , wh i l e Gabor, a Hungar ian long resi
dent i n Eng land , considers " the Engl ish 
gentleman as not a bad mode l for the 
ci t izen of the mature society." 

 e
ko

ny
vt

ar
.s

k-
sz

eg
ed

.h
u 

 e
ko

ny
vt

ar
.s

k-
sz

eg
ed

.h
u 


