Latest From Fodor:
The U.S.in 8 Volu
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E ENE Fodor is this year cele-

‘decades of publish-
ing his famous travel guides. The
dun of guidebook editors, at last

covered in minute detail
more ﬂun 00 countries. In his 46 vol-
umes, most of them updated annually,
only a few South Pacific islands, China,
parts of Africa and—surprisingly—Can-
ada, have so far eluded him. Lifetime
sales of his works are nearing 10 mil-
on copies.
Fodor’s latest effort has an epochal
quality: eight volumes covering every
part of the United States save Hawaii.
(He has a special guide for that state.
They offer the traveler a service th
mjor commtion (Mobil and A

people.” Thus he emphasizes “the men-

regions discussed. What is nfore, €Y tality of the people.”
do the job well—no m Each book starts out with an essay
- on the region. In his introduction to
ROY BONGARTZ is a iter  the New England guide (“Well-bred
Who lives in Foster, R.I.@ New England: A Hallowed Past—A Bril-

liant Future”), Caskie Stinnett, editor

=

o of Travel & Leisure magazine, says
5, the New Englander is “p}mnspoken

/77 and knows that he has nothing to
fear from his neighbor if he speaks
his mind. It is the man who agrees
too readily who is looked upon with

suspicion.”

s \sections on There follows a section headed “Facts
with a separate introduction at your Fingertips,” which covers about
The titles to the ] the same ground in each of the eight
s have a kind of old-time National | volumes. In the New England one, for
sographic solidity to them: Conmecti- example, you learn about Planning Your
it is t Door to Yankeeland,” | Trip, Packing, What Will It Cost? How
nd Rhode Island is “America’s Smallest | o Get There, Hints to the Motorist,
Bundle of Surprises.” Major cities such |  Hotel and Motel Categories, Dining Out,
as.} ford and Boston rate their own  \ Business Hours and Local Time, Summer
@ sloring” information, followed by de- | Sports, Roughing It, Tipping, Hints to
uons of itineraries that take \ Handicapped Travelers and the Heritage

the reader to every point of visitor Trail.
interest in the state. Then each state \\/
is written up again for “general and
practical information,” which involves
such categories as How to Get Around,
Tourist Information Services, Museums



~ wnhmmcm and married to

Indians. How well the guides succeed especially after they have children, be-
;ﬁmﬁempmntoftheﬂ‘ivekrwe cause then they are : |
' will see, But, first, a word about how Put, and he can count on them to
they are made. update their work every year.

&1 L TR Fodor began'as a ship’s interpreter
Lol for the French Line in the early
‘Inalumfouﬂyremodeledbmnut teen-thirties. His first American experi

to his Colonial farmhouse near Litch- enmmnm-mtw

?ile dean of guidebook editors, Eugene Fodo s
his 30th year in the trade with an eight-volu
on i:he Umted States. Hls phllosophy Touri

. mcm tmudmnuuﬂrodw
 a dapper, energetic native of Hungary e
and a naturalized American, direct an 1
m«mmmmm
ers. Besides the United States-based
authors who will continually be updat-
ing the American series, this army rategi
includes the legmen who produce thé - th a
annually rewritten versions of 32 of “hotel room in the center of the city
the foreign-country guides. The 1 two-days before the Russians arrived,”
are mostly Americans living ab says, belying the Russian claim
who combine an American viewpoin ving got there first.

which Fodor wants in his with en the war ended, many of Fodor’s
quqctwi_tyandm Qbuddieswmtomrktorﬂunwﬂy

established Central Intelligence Agmy,.,
and a report in 1973 to Watergatér
investigators by Watergate burglar- E..
% Howard Hunt that Fodor was himseif]

once a C.I.A. spy in Austria M

some eyebrows in travel-writing circles.}

At the time of the Korean war, Fi

was publishing his guidebooks in Pﬂi&
:QNEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 1975
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comforts are important,” he says, “that
is not mainly what people travel for.
1 try to cater to the variety of travelers’
motivations — curiosity about other
peoples, a desire for cultural action
of various kinds. My books give much
more interpretation than the others.”
He thinks that such guides as
AAA. and the Mobil volumes fulfi
different functions. “They_messuml- id /of that perspective from !
ly. restauarnt and hotel listings, W or Teial’ car il get ok’ i k!
e rarogy morf, descriptive of th or ride the bus. “You can |
and its people. the same way,” he says, “in modest
Fodor is now working on hotels and inexpensive restaurants—it
ume guide to the United 5 will bring you much closer to the true |
ed mainly for foreign sal lives of the people who live in
fascinating work 1 ever di place.” The British middle class,
says, contains the most knowing tour- |
ists in the world because “they have
learned to travel on an austerity budget
with only a small travel allowance.
Americans can do the same thing."

[}
A perusal of the eight U.S. guides
reveals that they are successful in what
Fodor himself likes best about his guid-

the
ditor the legwork 1 went through them I looked up places
g his guides. He does not 1 know to see how Fodor treated them.
rices for hotels or restau- In the New England guide (No. 1)




tour of the famous “cottages,” man-
sions along Bellevue Avenue, and
there is equally good walking-tour infor-
mation on the recently restored houses
of Benefit Street in Providence, Maps
are sadly lacking, however, for the
most part—a small one of Boston is
not really very useful.

Another place I like is Mount Katah-
din, in Maine's Baxter State Park. After
a brief description, Fodor sensibly sug-
gests asking the Maine Department of
Commerce to send you Vacation Planner
24, which covers this 40-mile-long rec-
tangle of hiking-area peaks and valleys.
Nor does Fodor skip mention of espe-
cially good sporting goods stores, such
as L.L. Bean in Freeport, Me., or Sanders
in Greenville, Me., which is misspelled
by Fodor as Sanger’s.

A single volume (No. 2) that attempts
to cover all of New York State and
New Jersey, including New York City,
has a good deal of work to do in
a short space, especially when all the
obvious items—the Central Park Zoo
for children and Radio City Music Hall,
for example—have to be given notice.
The Staten Island ferry, another favorite
of mine, rates a separate paragraph,
and there is some provocative writi
brief though it has to be, on *

itive forests of Van Cortlandt Park”

; Sure enough—*a ritual in Balti-
and “Pelham Bay Park’s ” is the descriptive line here. Brief
beaches.” Upstate the beautiful though he has to be. Fodor misses
Lakes are covered briefly, but the y any destination of any kind

local wine tours are not t@?{“’b that's even slightly famous locally, and

nor is the wine museum n Ham-

up Obrycki's restaurant in
Baltimore, a noisy seafood house special-
zing in steamed crabs doused in black
vepper, where hundreds of Marylanders
pound merrily away with wooden mal-
Jets at their blackened crabs while

to get all this within covers of volumes
that in 4,000 or so pages cover almost
the entire country is something of a
writing and editing feat.

Another restaurant I like, Chez Fran-
cois, in Washington, is, alas, about
to disappear under the wrecker’s ball,
but its Alsatian menu is duly noted
by Fodor. The restaurant is set to close
on June 28, but reservations are not be-
ing accepted after next Saturday. (Some-
time in the fall, Chez Frangois will re-
open in Virginia at Great Falls of the
Potomac about 15 milés northwest of
Washington.)

Another destination noted is Fort
Washington, a ruin on the Potomac

in Maryland’s Prince Georges County. //

Missing from the listing, however, is

the fact that this park, with its picnic '

grounds, has become the object of week-
end invasions by motorcycle cultists
and hifi rock-and-roll fanatics who
ride in vans equipped with huge loud
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Nevertheless, &xednuamountof ./

another restaurant about w
fond memories, Dee Dee’s, in

La, which is known locally
roast duck, there it is

or it

over the famous Y bridge in

first of four such structures
in the world,” or “Grand Detour (IIl.)
where in 1837 John Deers invented
the self-scouring steel plow. This may
not sound like much, but, .. the
site s a registered National Historic
L 4 ”»

smack on a first-rate beach; the
cost was low and there was always,
anytime between dawn and Kusk, a

f1HMave 7herd of young surfers to watch in

their shiny rubber suits and flapping
surfboards. Fodor’s sole mention of the
place is to “drive on past Dana Point”
to Mission San Juan Capistrano.

°
The books are, on balance, remarkably
full of good information, and it all
appears fresh and newly corroborated.
If the organizing is sometimes awk-
ward, perhaps there is no other way
to organize so much material on the
sprawling American scene. Except for
1estaurants, little is missed, and of
these Fodor says, “We just have to
be selective. We have 450,000 restau-
rants in the United States and we
are trying to cater to every level of
traveler, from the gourmet to the family
hoping to feed the kids cheaply. The
most we can list in all the volumes
is 10,000.” As to hotel listings, those
that include prices, such as are available
from Chambers of Commerce, will be
more helpful than Fodor's compilation,
probably, But for all the rest—for the
places you'll want to visit that you
don't even know you'll want to visit—
you'll find almost every one of them
tucked away somewhere in one or an-
other of these eight guidebooks.



