Ford's Gaffe,
Carter’s ‘Cool’
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Justasmthdrfirst‘debmondo-

Mmmpormnt.Mr Fmdmyham:
~made, through inattention, careless
orforamsonevenhedoes

«#; it was all a misunderstand-
hat’he meant only to show his
‘to accept Soviet domination in
Europe. But he never said pub-
that he simply misspoke and did
t mean what he said.

Mr. Carter was able therefore to
the postdebate explanations;

“common sense and knowledge,” espe-
cially when he had to discuss l'omign
affairs without Henry Kissinger to
guide him,

mtwasnuttheonlyshpupbyﬁe_
President during the debate. Apparent-
ly seeking to blunt Mr. Carter’s repeat-
ed references to the immorality of an
Arab-nation boycott against American
firms that do business with Israel or
have Jews on their boards, Mr. Ford
unexpectedly said that “lI am going
to announce tomor that the De-
partment of C will disclose
those companies that have participated
in the Arab boycott.”

That intention was apparently news
to the Commerce Depantment, which
said it would release the names of fu-
ture violators, not past ones; at the
t’“ large industrial states White House it was suggested Mr.
and Northeast, and Mr. Ford had simply used the wrong tense.
rd ustwm'inu-memtestowin Jewish voters, however, may not ac-
be election. Their reaction to his cept a grammatical explanation for
statement was one of incredulousness. |  what they could regard as a politically
In" answer to a question'suggesting = cynical exploitation of a sensitive
accretion of Communist strength issue, =T

Empe, Mr. Ford said, unong other

things, “ . . there is no Soviet
) tion of Eastern Europe and
ere. never will be under a Ford Ad-

" When the questioner







