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Michigan Party Chief Quits Over LB J 
By Glenn Engle 

Special to The Washington Post 
L A N S I N G , Mich. , Nov. 28— 

A n admit ted maver ick f r om 
the state and nat iona l Demo
cratic fo ld for re fus ing to en
dorse the renominat ion of 
President Johnson, Zo l ton A. 
Ferency today resigned, effec 
t ive Jan. 15, as Mich igan Par ty 
chairman. 

He said he could not " i n 
good conscience'* be a pa r t of 
a "power-brokered conven
t i o n " next year tha t wou ld 
choose Mr . Johnson by accla
mat ion. 

" I f the convention is going 
to be w i r ed fo r sound and 
that sound is "Happy b ir thday, ! 
LBJ , ' then count me out , " Fer
ency to ld a press conference. 

Over strong protests f r o m 
other Mich igan Democrat ic 
leaders, Ferency has been say
ing f o r weeks tha t he wou ld 
l ike to see a " free, open and 
unshack led" convention i n 

which delegates wou ld weigh 
the President's fo re ign and 
domestic record against the 
promise of other po tent ia l 
nominees. 

Mr . Johnson's unchal lenged 
renominat ion, he said, today, 
would cause serious Demo
cratic defections In the 1968 
election among " l ioera ls , in te l 
lectuals, academicians, young 
people, Negroes and women. " 

A V ie tnam war dove, Fer
ency cal led Sen. Eugene F. 
McCar thy of Minnesota a 
" w o r t h y chal lenger." He said 
McCarthy, a f rqeuent Admin 
is t ra t ion cr i t i c , wou ld have 
only a " r emo te " chance of de
feat ing an incumbent Presi
dent. But , he added, the Sena
tor has received a "be t t e r than 
expected" response to his 
statement that he is consider
ing a t r i a l r u n i n pres ident ia l 
pr imaries . 

" I w i l l do whatever I can to 
help h i m i f he becomes a can
didate , " Ferency asserted. 

Ferency, 45, has he ld the 
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. . . " count me o u t " 

State chairmanship for nearly 
f ive years. He intends to re
t u r n to fu l l t ime law practice 
i n F l i n t , where he already is 
pract ic ing par t t ime. 

Doubl ing as the Democratic 
nominee for Governor last 

year, Ferency was swamped 
by incumbent George Romney 
by a record marg in of more 
than hal f a m i l l i o n votes. As a 
resul t of the candidacy, he 
w i l l remain t i tu la r head of the 
State party . 

Ferency also inc luded Dem
ocratic N a t i o n a l Chairman 
John M. Bai ley i n his blast. 
He called Bai ley " j u s t a pup
pet , " o r i ented to po l i t i ca l pa
tronage, not to issues as are 
Mich igan Democrats. 

B u t he made i t clear also 
that his differences w i t h other 
Mich igan par t y leaders are 
j u s t as sharply d rawn as w i t h 
Bai ley. 

He said tha t despite long ar
guments w i t h them, they are 
v i r t u a l l y unanimously commit
ted to the President's renomi
nat ion and re-election. 

Ferency said he wou ld step 
down sooner than Jan. 15 i f a 
successor is picked by the Dem
ocratic S t a t e Central Com
mit tee before then. 
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d Representa-
w o r k of the i r 
uson between 
•rs and l ike-
he Capital , 
s counterpar t 
f ine spider's 

•ctorates, of f i -
) u r ing 1965-66, 

f o r example, 
ommit tee f o r 
hose func t i on , 
:e a staf f f o r 
wh i ch is the 
congressional 

:>f other mod-
>s across the 
j o ined togeth-
epubl ican Or-
Oregon Coun-

?publicanism— 
$2400—their 

the i r bank an 1 

l i sh ing f i r m s — H e n r y Regnery, De 
Adair , A r l i n g t o n House; the i r ( 
book c lub ; newspapers, par t i cu l ; 
those owned by the Copleys and 
gene C. Pu l l i am, that give them s 
pathetic coverage and often p r w 
personnel for the i r po l i t i ca l c 
paigns; cer ta in businessmen who 
ways contr ibute to the i r causes 
advertise i n the i r j ourna ls . 

But by a l l odds the pre-eminent 
ure of the new r i g h t is W i l l i am 
Buckley. W i t h his rococo vocabul 
waspish style and Oxbr idge acc 
Buckley has become a popular TV ; 
f o rmer w i t h his own show and a 
quent lec turer on the college circ 
He also runs for pub l i c office 
wr i tes a syndicated newspaper colu 
a co lumn for the Nat iona l Review, 
books, the most recent being "The 
mak ing of a Mayor . " 

As Buckley has become an inst 
t i on , he has gathered disciples— 4 

\ r a t inm1 Review Crowd"—who ac' 
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