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L O V E - L I F E O F T H E A N T 
THE ANTS OF TIMOTHY THU SI-

MEL, by Arpad Ferenczy. **2«> PP-
New York: H<ircourt, Br*e€ 0 Co. 

f T l R U T H is so very much stranger 
I than f ict ion t h a t sometimes it 
• is practically unbelievable. Any 

one reading jn-p»d FegPezy's "The 
Timothv T?fcftgM?fr'' f o r 

»"u" be apt W S i m t e i n the 
most skeptical manner upon being 
informed that there are no incidents 

1 B the imaginary tale tha t do not | 
find their foundations on scientific j 
data or theory directly based on suehj 
data. For the characters of ^Pfej 
novel are ants and the powers of co- I 
ordination, domestic and social prac- j 
tices, methods of warfare, and in -1 
dustrious planning fqr the future at- j 
tributed to them are almost incon- j 
ceivable. Yet readers of Fabre. Lub- ! 
bock, Forel, and one or two others, j 
wi i ! he partial ly prepared to accept 
certain of the surpris anan j 
traits planted in these f ictional ants 
by Mr. Ferenczy. He. by the way, | 
is «|^prof essor of sociology, ju r i s -
Bflttjfece, & C , in t l x * f T n i v e r a t t y of j 
Budapest,, and he appears to have j 
made a close study of ant life. . H i s i 
'book is purportedly wr i t t en by one I 
Timothy Thi immel , described as! 
one- .use 

The Zoological Gardens in Buda-
nan who had been ridiculed 

into an early grave because he trans
ferred the t i r rom 
Man to the Arrt. T : at is 
supposed to have left the manu
script of the book behind Jiim and 
that ma a supposed 
been '.translated f rom the ant hiero-
gly; .iHes of the 

pa 3^1 

I n a gigantic primeval forest i n 
t h * heart of Afr ica, to the north of 
the Congo and near the t r ibutary of 
the A ruw imi , is the glade where the 
ants dwelt. The Chronicle describes 
the history of these ants (there are 
several tribes of them) , their be-
foolment into a false religion, their 
love-life, thjeir mighty wars i n which 
millions of ants take part , their do
mestic and economic habits, indeed, 
most of the various activit ies i n 
which these ants round out their 
busy lives. Mr . Ferenczy- has done 
his work wi th a l ively sense of h u 
mor and satire and because this is 
true there are motaents when a 
Swift- l ike atmosphere^novers over 
the novel. One th inks of the satire 
in Gull iver and applies the saga-
ciousness of the ants to the more 
stumbling tactics of man. The A r u - I 
w imi ants are sk i l l fu l and maSteious ! 
conspirators. They are ful l of j 
tr icks whereby they push forward 
the i r own fortunes. No sooner has 
the reader started the book than he 
is met by a wi ly ant who discovers 
that by transforming himself into an 
inspired prophet o f the Giant-Ant he 
can escape a l l labor and have the 
less sacred creatures work for h im. 
It is the destruction of this sacred 
race of loafers and che false^pris-
tocracy, the Big-Heads, that forms 
the underlying thread of the novel. 
Not unt i l Pye-KflKy** clinrbs the 
tree and comes back w i t h his rev
elation f rom the Giant-Ant (much 
' VI Mil Suiai) that ail oiubi 
labor and there must be equality for 
al l do the disastrous wars i n the 
Aruwimi Ant-Glade cease. 

These wars are extremely amusing 
in the tell ing. The manoeuvres of 
the huge army corps, the sly t a c t i c s 
of the ant-generals, the feints and 
false advances, the tunnel digging, 

i«j throwing of l i v i ng bridges, the 
activities of tho poisonous cohorts 
who can throw b u r n i n g formic acid 
as far as seven inches—alt these 
th»ngs should 
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