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An unabashed, lifetime love 
affair with all—or most— 
of America, and with life— 
as only the author of 
SHOW BOAT, SO BIG, GIANT, 
and A PECULIAR TREASURE 
could live it...and tell it. 

EDNA 
FERBER 
A Kind 
of Magic 
Edna Ferber looks at her native land today and 
yesterday with unquenchable but sometimes as
tringent affection. She translates her vision into 
a powerful portrait of the United States through 
twenty-five years of war, peace, and the pursuit 
of prosperity. She tells of building a Connecticut 
dream house after A Peculiar Treasure ; of be
ing threatened with lynching by Texans after 
Giant; of being in Paris on V.E. Day and in 
Washington on the day Roosevelt died. She 
speaks out frankly and pungently on everything 
from Walden Pond to Israel... from the Ameri
can woman — and man — to American cooking. 
It may be that zest for life, pride in work, and 
love of country are no longer considered "fash
ionables'—but they do make exhilarating and 
heartening reading here. Written with the exu
berance, vitality, and keen observation that have 

} captured millions of readers, you will find 
I this one of the rare great autobiographies 
—a book and an individual that will 
become treasured friends. 
$5.75 at all booksellers 
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