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TH E Hungar ian , Sandor Fer-
enczi, one of Freud's f i r s t 

col laborators, died i n 1933. 
Freud himsel f sa id : "Th is book, 
wh i ch has ma in l y spread 
Ferenczi 's reputat ion , splendid­
l y i l lustrates his o r i g ina l i t y , 
wea l th of ideas, and his we l l -
disciplined scienti f ic imag ina­
t ion . H is w r i t i n g s make us a l l 
h is pupi ls . " Consist ing o f w h a t 
m i g h t be called incunabula of 
the creat ive years of psycho­
analysis, th is volume makes re­
w a r d i n g reading. I t arouses, as 
we l l , an almost melancholy nos­
ta lg ia , and the desire f o r a 
competent h is tor i ca l descript ion 
of the development of our 
most revo lut ionary psychother­
apeutic technique — a task 
which, so far , has never been 
undertaken. 

Here the psychoanalyt ica l 
l ions s t i l l l ie peacefully w i t h the 
lambs, and J u n g and Stekel and 
Ad l e r are ment ioned not as ene­
mies bu t as comrades; one gets 
a d i s t inc t fee l ing of the pio­
neer sp i r i t of t h a t period, i n 
wh i ch every new case was f i l l ed 
w i t h wonder and discovery. I t 
is the author 's deeply humane 
and imag inat ive re lat ionship to 
the pat ient t h a t impresses the 
reader in th i s book. Ferenczi 
was a physician, not a dogma­
t i s t , and his penet ra t ing f i n d ­
ings are always based on c l in ­
ica l experience ra ther than on 
a preconceived system. 

He sol ic its his conclusions 
f r o m his pat ient 's behavior, he 
learns f r om his pat ient as he 
t reats h im. On many occasions 
the reader witnesses the b i r t h 
o f fundamenta l psychoanalyt i ­
cal concepts. Moreover, wha t 
he has to say is not ye t ob l i t 
erated by the c ryptograph } 
wh i ch makes present-day an­
a ly t i ca l l i t e r a tu re so painfu. 
and mannered. 

"Sex i n Psychoanalysis" is no 
book for the layman, b u t i t is 
required reading for everybody 
who is professionally interested 
in psychoanalysis. 
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