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By JOHN McKELWAY 
One of the city 's most i m 

pressive sights, to The R a m 
bler a t least, is t h a t t r e m e n 
dous e lephant mov ing easily 
a long i n the marb le r o t u n d a 
of the Smithsonian 's M u 
seum of N a t u r a l His tory . 

Whi l e no t i n its n a t u r a l 
hab i t a t , the e lephant lacks 
l i t t l e outside of l i fe . I t a l 
most has a smel l o f hay 
about i t , fanned i n gusts by 
motionless ears. 

I t is considered someth ing 
of a l andmark i n the a r t of 
t ax ide rmy and, one supposes, 
engineers m i g h t have more 
t h a n a passing interest i n 
the s t ructure . 

The b ig boy was b rough t 
down by a b ig game h u n t e r 

by the name 0 ^ i f l J a J i f i f i f c 
! ? y j l a Hunga r i an who be
came a very r i c h m a n af ter 
f ound ing an arc -we ld ing i n 
dustry . He now lives i n Spain. 
H is f i r m b u i l t the Amer i can 
Embassy i n M a d r i d . 

The e lephant is k n o w n 
only as the "Fenykov i ele
p h a n t . " I t is the largest 
e lephant ever measured, t o p 
p i n g the last record-holder 
by a foot. 

M r . Fenykov i spotted the 
t racks of the beast back i n 
1954, h u n t i n g rhinoceros i n 
Southwestern Angola, t h e 
Portuguese colony i n Afr ica . 

He came back the next | 
year w i t h an expedi t ion de
t e rm ined to f i n d w h a t he 
was look ing for. I n November 
of 1955, i n an a l l -day bat t le 
w h i c h r a n f r o m 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and took 19 shots, he 
h a d his prize. 

A t death, the e lephant 
probably weighed about 12 
tons. 

o 
TT TOOK TWO WEEKS to 

get the t w o - t o n sk in out of 
the A f r i c an bush. A t r u c k -
load of salt was used as a 
preservative. 

Smi thson ian of f ic ials ne
got ia ted for the sk in w i t h 
M r . Fenykov i and, even
tua l l y , i t a r r i ved here i n a 
b i g box. Inc luded i n the 
package were the leg bones 
a n d sku l l and the two tusks, 
each we igh ing 100 pounds. 

I t was t u r n e d over to W i l 
l i a m L. B rown , the S m i t h 
sonian's tax idermis t . About 
15 months later , the exh ib i t 
was unve i l ed—in M a r c h of 
1959. M r . B r o w n , who h a d 
been on the job for over 50 
years, re t i red a few mon ths 
later . Smi thson ian of f ic ials 
c i ted the t ax ide rmis t for 
"except iona l services r e n 
dered i n the per formance of 
d u t y . " 

The Rambler dropped i n 
on Mr . B rown the other day. 
He is now 72 and lives w i t h 
h is wife i n a sma l l row 
house at 2118 T street S.E. 

He offered the v is i tor an 
ash t r ay w h i c h h a d as a base 
a deer's foot. On one wa l l a 
leopard's head watched us. 

Mr . B rown , smal l i sh w i t h 
pale blue eyes and a f ine 
t h a t c h of wh i t e ha i r , e m 
phasized he worked on the 
e lephant w i t h a colleague, 
N o r m a n N. Deaton. 
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" W h e n the sk in came," he 
said, " i t was as dry as a 
board. I t had been out i n 

9 the A f r i c a n sun and i n the 
box a l l t h a t t ime. 

" B u t we located a tanner 
who was k n o w n for his work 
o n elephants. I t ' s funny , I 
guess. He l ived i n Waynes
boro, Va., of a l l places. He 
was a Negro. He f ina l l y got 
the sk in so t h a t we could 
work w i t h i t . " 

They b u i l t a clay model of 
the elephant, using 10,000 
pounds of clay. They h a d to 
pipe steam in t o the room t o 
keep the clay f r o m crackings 
a n d they worked i n th i s 
env i r onment *or s e v e r a l 
months . 

o 1 

I N T I M E , A FRAME was 
constructed of paper mache, 
wooden ribs, wire screening 
and bur lap. The hide was 
damaged on one side, and 
the tax idermists fashioned 

i n the wr ink les . 
I t t u r n e d out the Fenykov i 

e lephant is not Mr . B r o w n ' ^ 
proudest achievement. 

He tossed off his modesty 
momen ta r i l y to t a lk of h is 
h ippopotamus, also a t the 
Smi thson ian , i n a glass case. 
He mounted i t over 20 years 
ago. The specimen came 
f r om the Wash ington Zoo. 

He had done a smal l model 
o f the a n i m a l i n clay and i t 
stands i n a p rom inen t spot 
i n the l i v i n g room. 

" I o f ten sit here and look 
a t i t , " he said. 

The deta i l is incredible, the 
work of an accomplished 
sculptor . 

" I had a g i f t , " said Mr . 
B r o w n , s imply . 

A n d af ter some t ime he 
sa id : 

" Y o u know, I t h i n k I've 
led the most interest ing l i fe 
of anyone I've ever k n o w n . "  e
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