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Washington Scene 
Hoiv the Smithsonian Got Its Elephant 

By George Dixon 

M A D R I D — O u r Ambassa
d o r to Spain, Robert F. 
W o o d w a r d , had us to l u n c h 
the other day at the t r a d i 
t i o n a l Span
ish l u n c h -
t i m e . A f t e r 
l u n c h , as the 
sun was be
g i n n i n g to 
set, t h e r e 
was the tra
d i t i o n a l sep-
a r a t i o n of 
the s e x e s . 
M u c h as I 
hate to be 
parted f r o m 
t i m e I was glad of the t r a d i 
t i o n because I learned how 
the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n 
i n Washington got its big 
elephant. 

I n the male banishment 
pen, I got t a l k i n g to a fe l low 
named Jose J . Fenykovi . H e 
said he~was a H u n g a r i a n , 
l i v i n g i n Spain, and that he 
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dames, this 

b i g b u i l d i n g contractor . He 
said he f o u n d i t more re
w a r d i n g to shoot elephants. 
I made a m e n t a l note to 
pass this on to some of our 
b i g contractors, n o t a b l y 
f o r m e r Ambassador to I r e 
land M a t t h e w H . McClos-
key. w h o m the G o v e r n m e n t 
is now suing over a c r u m b l y 
Veterans Hospi ta l i n Bos
ton. But M r . F e n y k o v i inter
r u p t e d this t i t i l l a t i n g t r a i n 
of t h o u g h t by saying: 

" I t racked y o u r Smithso
n i a n elephant f o r more t h a n 
t w o years. He got around a 
l o t . " 

" T h a t seems odd," I said. 
"He looks s tuf fed." 

"He is stuffed now," said 
M r . Fenykovi . " I d i d n o t 
ship the Smithsonian the 
whole elephant. I sent i t 
on ly the sk in . The sk in 
alone weighed t w o and a 
h a l f tons. T h a t is q u i t e a lot 

was in the construct ion bust- of s k i n . " 
Hess". He satd he had b u i l t 
the huge U.S. chancellery i n 
M a d r i d and is now b i d d i n g 
to b u i l d a new residence for 
o u r Ambassador. The man-

" Y o u are a H u n g a r i a n , 
doing business i n Spain," I 
said. " W h y d i d you give i t 
to the Smithsonian?" 

" I thought , " he said, " i t 
slön in w h i c h M r . Woodward was L _üme.-- somebody gave 
is now l i v i n g is owned by " ^nrnpthing t o the U n i t e d 
Prince Pio, and the U.S. is 
ge t t ing t i r e d of paying the 
rent . 

I t o l d M r . F e n y k o v i i t 
must be r e w a r d i n g to be a 

unique sentiment. Ambassa
dor Woodward asked M r . 
Fenvkovi i f he had any 

other s k i n n i n g plans afoot. 
" I have," said the contrac

tor. " I gave the u n i t e d 
States i ts biggest elephant. 
Now I am going to go 
h u n t i n g f o r the biggest don
key." 
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