AMERICAN HUNGARIAN FEDERATION
1624 BEye Street, N. ¥,
Washington 6, D.C,

STATEMENT
presented by Mr. Stephen E, Balogh, Executive Director,
American Hungerian Federation to the Subcamittee on
Library, House of Representatives, VYashington, D. C.
June 30, 1953

%

Mr, Chairman:
Honorsble Members of the Congress:

Thenk you for your deeply eppreciated courtesy in e ing/ the opportunity
and time for my apprearsnce btefore your Committee.
I em ths Executive Director of the Americen Hum

f‘ar“ nFederation, a non~
profit, volmtary, citizens agency with its headquarters i\?ash on, D, C. This

Faderation wes incorporated in the State of Ohio in 150% stisuents of the
Federation are the churches and congregations affili g #n Catholic. Protes-

tent and Jewish church bodies; national fraternal ong ons: Fuagacian languege
deily newspapers; weekly, monthly magazines and
radio brosd-ast services; state, district and ]
welfare and similar type charitable organizati
The approximate overall membershi

Ys/; Hungerien languag2
civie, pztriotic, cultural,

deration nwmnbers more than a

half million, Our services are maintained by ary subsoriptions, orgaization-
al and irdividuael eontributicns, Tha aims purposos of this Felsration are to
defend the Constitution of the United State ‘0 maintain ths principles of cur
Amsricen democrasy through patriotiec, 172& and cultural services readered in behalf

of owr constibuent organizations

I was s%ill the pastor
Churches et Chicago, Southside in
An*toinstte Feleky, the widow of
Reference Library"., Mrs, Felel

e largest American Hungerian Raformed
an I received a personal letter from lirs,

s Feleky end the heir of the "Huagerien
tinguished psychologist, author and lecturer,
and devoted all her time to the zare of this
wnique collection. It was go this year that I got acquainted with the
"Hungerian Reference Library", which includes more than 2,000 rare books, dating
from the 16th century to the presént time., This great library was created by a
traveling conductor who devoted 40 years of his life to become the greatest scientist
in Hungarien-English+# an ¥elationship, to whem college professors cemes from all
over the world for spec] yed information, Ilis collection contains all bocks, in-

S ve to Hungary vritten in Bnglish since the yeur 152, ae
well as innumerablé periodicals and peamphlets, One of its mest valusbls possessiong
is the oldest Bri swspaper in existence. An early issue of the “Wseily News"
(1620-1621) ,

ampion)of religious liberty,

Stephen Duggan, a distinguished author and Americsn enalyist, has

article which appeared in the publication of tihe "Soclety ou Himgarian

Hunperian Reference Library" conteins aboub: "g,00C voluncs, 10,000
jeles, extracted from nesrly 800 megazines, bownd in book iovm;.there

of {rare pemphlets as well as collections of letters, manuscripis and

In fact moterial on all the arts end sciences is conteined in this wn-

ollection,® ‘Study of the records shows for example, thal the cldest regis-

udent at Oxford University was a Hungerian, Nikolas de Hungaria, to whom

i, the Lion-Hearted, gave a scholarship "of not less then one half golden

as the Pipe Rolls document states. Nikoles de Hungaria was the first scholar
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at Oxford whose neme has been preserved, other students being listed only 100 y
leter," Naturally, no one can write sbout Hungary or the Hungarians unless the
rest of the world is mentioned. Since there is no such thing as an absolutely iso-
lated nation, consequently, every library is a history of the world and it
zation, The "Hungerien Reference Library" is a specialized library of
rope which includes Hungary, Austria, Germany, Russia, Czechoslovakia,

Imerica, ete, It contains an inexhaustable wealth of material the pped

to furnish subject matter for thousands of research scholars, ‘

in her publication printed in 1938: "the collection is a virgin te

who ere interested in exploring a field more or less neglected in
The Americen Hungarien Federation and myself are cony

garian Reference Library" serves the interchanze of cultural %

United States of America and Hungary. It fosters mutual know

that the "Hun-
§ between the
and wmderstending

of the cultural achievements of the two cowntries, acquainting emeh writh the fine
arts, music, drama, poetry and other artistic, scientifig i educational achieve-
ments of the two nations,

Since I firmly believe that the "Hungarian Refe ary" was es-

tablished to document the friendliest feelings of t
United States end it became a specialized research
me it represents a cudtural token and trust, i< at unfortunately situated
Hungary was dragged into World War II, end consegue s now cut off from the
West makes it even more important that this expression of the real feelings of the

Hungary in America, to

millions of anti=-Communist Hungerien souls 1d Pairly respected and safeguard-
ed in the United States., .

That is my reason why I contacte her Evans, Librarian of the Li-
brary of Congress and requested a personal int ew on February 25 of this year for

myself and for our outstanding histor
D, C. Our purpose was to inquire abo
Reference Library" recently trans :
your Librarian, Dr, Evens'
cludd_ such meeting and we
Order Division, He informed md &

segeegebing this collection and
that they are determined to disper

an, the Reverend Edmund Vasvary of W«ashington,
thé plemned disposition of the "Hungerian
m t¥% Columbia University to the care of
sd ' me that his appointment schedule pre-
oferred to lir, Kurth, Acting Chief of the =
e Library intends to follow the policy of drv.-dm7
te the books into the general collection, and
he material of the "Hungarisn Reference Li-

bot? orally and in writing that this homogenous umit
e this is the only compilation of its kind in existence
vy presently behind the Iron Curtain, A plan to inte-
: sting collections of the Library would forever preclude
e_original entity, I firmly believe that in the present
tension the "Hungarian Reference Library" symbolizes and re-

should not be disperse
outside of Hungary, =
grate this unit wit

e the past masters of the Communist poison-propagenda contaminate the
documents and books, abolish the traditions and culture of their
s, wo, the United States, who are the guardians of world freedom can

The dispersion of this Library "to the appropriate subject classes” as
of Congress officials state will simply kill the "Hungarian Reference
, - instead of adding eny velue to the "concentration of Hungerien culture",
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terest is often a single chapter or sentence referring to something Hungarian,
Librery is only valuable if the books stay in rows, on the same shelves end the re=
search worker is admitted to these rows where he can find in them a unique ne rk
of informatign.

Itfispvery fair estimate to state that out of the 4,000 Engl
volumes of the "Hungarian Reference Library", the Library of Congress alrex
sesses at least 3,600. So, ultimately, the Library of Congress would be enri
with the meximum of 300-400 volumes, The rest will be classed as duplicates and of-
fored for sale end exchange. In other words, they will be really dispe ough=

out the world., There is no earthly means by which a research workg nterest-
ed in Hungariean animal husbandry could again find those works in wh pacial eni-
Library of

mals of Hungary are mentioned unless he reads all books on zoology
Congress, The books on Bulgaria or Serbia, but in some pages @

problems, can never egain be integrated into a wonderful back
que value of this collection, not to mention the 'estern books
be hopelessly dispersed,

A person who happens to know each book and tha
specialized studies in those books can ask for them b
ing rooms of the Library end would have a chance of
if he just happens to look for special Hungarien ma
person able to point out to him where it is,

The Library officials promised "the seme \care
Librery" as for other cultural documents”,

s /boocks egain, but
i1l be no living

for the "Hungarien Reference

The question is who cen decide wh s a ural document? As a rule the
Library of Congress does not consider bundles plete periodicals, packages of
clippings, heaps of pamphlets, travel leaf s pictures and posters as documents,
There is a natural tendency to discard such a rial to be pulped., Yet an infi-

material, It is uncatalogued angd I know, the existing listing is of no

value, Whom will the Library char he work of selection? As far as I know,
the Library has not a single Hungarie
ology who could be trusted tom competent decisions®

nitely valuable, irreplaceable part o % thgﬂungarian Reference Librery" is such
T

ference Library" should be kept
similar collections, Or if this ¢
select from the "Hungari
not already possess and
rest of the material shov
the entity of this mdaberie

pargtely like the Slavic, Spanish, Hebrew and
ot be done, then the Library of Congress should
ference Library's" material those wolumes which it does
e this will be only a small portion of the books, the
given to our Federation which is competent to preserve
is would give the Library of Congress everything it
A @ / and uselessly the "Hungerian Reference Library".

953, I addressed an appeal to this effect to lMr., Verner
ibrarien, who stated in his April 3rd answer to me "that

this request raises several questions which must be resolved befors the Library can
give me a final enswe but that I may be assured that in the meantime, this sug-
gestion will\receive) careful consideration.”

It\was at this point that Dr. Joseph Remenyi, a professor of Comparative
re-at \Vestern Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, contacted lirs, Frances P,
raciously introduced HR 5472 to authorize the Library of Congress to

anian Reference Library” to a non-profit group which will preserve this
tadt for public use.
The Boerd of Diresctors of our Federation held a special meeting in Washing-
on June 18, 1953 and wnanimously recorded their gratitude for the under=
g and graciousness of lirs, Bolton who is loved end respected by the thousands
Cleveland Hungarian constituents,
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