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STATEMENT 
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June 30, 1953 

Mr. Chairman: 
Honorable Members o f the Congress: 

Thank you for your deeply appreciated courtesy i n extending the opportuni ty 
and time for my appr.earanee before your Committee. 

I am tha Executive Direc tor o f the American Hungarian Federa t ion a non­
p ro f i t ^ voluntary^ c i t i z ens agency w i t h i t s headquarters i n Washington, Dc C. This 
Federation was incorporated i n the State o f Ohio i n 1907. The const, ir .uerts of the 
Federation are the churches and congregations a f f i l i a t e d w i t h Roman Catholic Protes­
t a n t and Jewish church bodies; na t iona l f r a t e r n a l organizat ions: Hungarian .Language 
d a i l y newspapers; weekly, monthly ma^a^ines and periodical?, ; Hungarian language 
radio brocd 'as t services; s ta te , d i s t r i c t and l o c a l l e v e l c iv ic , patr io t ic , c u l t u r a l , 
welfare and s i m i l a r type char i t ab le organiza t ions . 

The approximate o v e r a l l membership of t h i s F e j 9 r a t i o n numbers more than a 
h a l f m i l l i o n . Our services ar^ maintained by vo lun ta ry subscriptions, o rganiza t ion­
a l and i n d i v i d u a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s . The aims and purposos o f th i s federation are t c 
defend the C o n s t i t u t i o n c f the United States and to mainta in the p r i n c i p l e s of our 
American democracy through p a t r i o t i c , c i v i c and c u l t u r a l services rendered i n beha l f 
o f our cons t i tuent organiza t ions . 

I was s t i l l the pastor of one of the largest American Hungarian Reformed 
Churches p.t Chicago, Southside i n 1938 when I received a personal l e t t e r from L r s . 
Antoinet te Feleky, the widow o f Mr. Charles Feleky and the ha i r of the "Hungarian 
Reference L i b r a r y ' 1 . Mrs. Feleky, a d is t inguished psychologist, author and l e c tu r e r , 
l e f t her studies at Columbia Un ive r s i t y and devoted a l l her time to the care o f t h i s 
unique c o l l e c t i o n ^ I t was 15 years ago t h i s year tha t I got acquainted with the 
"Hungarian Reference L i b r a r y " , which includes more than 2,0C0 rare books, da t ing 
from the 16th century to the present t ime . This great l i b r a r y was created by a 
t r a v e l i n g conductor who devoted 40 years o f his l i f e to become the greatest s c i e n t i s t 
i n Hungarian-English-American r e l a t i o n s h i p , to whom college professors came from a l l 
over the wor ld for special ized in fo rmat ion . His c o l l e c t i o n contains a l l books, i n ­
c lud ing t r a n s l a t i o n s , r e l a t i v e to Hungary w r i t t e n i n Sngl ish since the yeur 15S3, as 
w e l l as innumerable per iodica ls and pamphlets. One of i t s most valvable posters?ons 
is the oldest B r i t i s h newspaper i n existence. An ear ly issue o f the t :¥3ecVy New" 
(1620-1621) i n which a long a r t i c l e appears on Gabor Bethlen, r u l i n g Prince of Tran­
sylvania , a champion o f r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t y , 

As Mr . Stephen Duggan, a d is t inguished author and American cnalyist , has 
stated i n h is a r t i c l e which appeared i n the p u b l i c a t i o n o f tne "Society ox Hungarian 
Quarfcerly";."..the "Hungarian Reference L ib ra ry" contains about: "6,O0C volumes, 1 0 , 0 0 C 

agasine a r t i c l e s , extracted from near ly 800 magazines, bound i n book form*-there m are 31 cases of rare pamphlets as w e l l as co l l ec t i ons o f l e t t e r s , aanusoripcs ana 
p i c t u r e s . I n fac t ma te r i a l on a l l the ar ts and sciences i s contained i n this un­
usual c o l l e c t i o n . * Study o f the records shows for example, tha t the oldest r eg i s ­
tered student at Oxford Un ive r s i t y was a Hungarian, Nikolas de Hungeria, to whom 
Richard, the Lion-Hearted, gave a scholarship " o f not less than one h a l f golden 
marks" as the Pipe Rolls document s ta tes . . 'Nikolas de Hun garia was the f i r s t scholar 
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at Oxford whose name has been preserved, other students being l i s ted only 100 years 
la ter ." Naturally, no one can write about Hungary or the Hungarians unless the 
rest of the world i s mentioned. Since there i s no such thing as an absolutely i so­
lated nation, consequently, every l ibrary i s a history of the world and i t s c i v i l i ­
zation. The "Hungarian Reference Library" i s a specialized l i b r a r y of Central Eu­
rope which includes Hungary, Austria, Germany, Russia, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia 
and Rumania, and i t also includes the B r i t i s h Eknpire, America, Asia , Central 
/merica, e tc . I t contains an inexhaustable wealth of material that could be tapped 
to furnish subject matter for thousands of research scholars. As Mrs. Feleky stated 
in her publication printed in 1938: "the collection is a v irg in t err i tory for these 
who are interested in exploring a f i e ld more or less neglected in the past." 

The American Hungarian Federation and myself are convinced that the "Hun­
garian Reference Library" serves the interchange of cul tural values between the 
United States of America and Hungary. I t fosters mutual knowledge and understanding 
of the cultural achievements of the two countries, acquainting each with the fine 
arts , music, drama, poetry and other a r t i s t i c , s c i en t i f i c and educational achieve­
ments of the two nations. 

Since I firmly believe that the "Hungarian Reference Library" was es­
tablished to document the fr iendl iest feelings of the Hungarian nation toward the 
United States and i t became a specialized research source on Hungary in America, to 
me i t represents a cul tural token and t r u s t . The fact that unfortunately situated 
Hungary was dragged into World War I I , and consequently, is now cut off from the 
West makes i t even more important that this expression of the rea l feelings of the 
mill ions of anti-Communist Hungarian souls should be f a i r l y respected and safeguard­
ed in the United States. 

That i s my reason why I contacted Dr. Luther ^vans, Librarian of the L i ­
brary of Congress and requested a personal interview on February 25 of th is year for 
myself and for our outstanding historian, the Reverend Edmund Vasvary of Washington, 
D. C. Our purpose v/as to inquire about the planned disposition of the "Hungarian 
Reference Library" recently transferred from i&Sb Columbia University to the care of 
your Librar ian . Dr. Evans 1 o^ice informed me that his appointment schedule pre­
cluded such meeting and we i f f i M M referred to Mr. Kurth, Acting Chief of the 
Order Divis ion. He informed me that the Library intends to follow the policy of d/V/J"* 
Mppiij§it+• i n g this col lect ion and integrate the books into the general co l lect ion , and 
that they are determined to disperse the material of the "Hungarian Reference L i ­
brary" "in the usual manner". 

I stated repeatedly both oral ly and in writing that this homogenous unit 
should not be dispersed since this i s the only compilation of i t s kind in existence 
outside of Hungary, a country presently behind the Iron Curtain. A plan to inte­
grate this unit with the existing collections of the Library would forever preclude 
i t s reconstitution to the original entity. I firmly believe that in the present 
psychological world tension the "Hungarian Reference Library" s^nnbolizes and r e ­
presents an authentic col lection of the Hungarian culture free from Communist ide­
ology. I maintain that i t would be a very important and effective cul tura l service 
to preserve the integrity of this col lection under the protection of the Library of 
Congress. While the past masters of the Communist poison-propaganda contaminate the 
minds, f a l s i fy documents and books, abolish the traditions and culture of their 
sa t e l l i t e nations, we, the United States, who are the guardians of world freedom can 
and must afford protection to the invaluable cultural documents of a Communist v i c ­
tim nation. A scattered col lect ion can never serve this purpose. 

The dispersion of this Library "to the appropriate subject classes" as 
the Library of Congress o f f i c ia l s state w i l l simply k i l l the "Hungarian Reference 
Library" - instead of adding any value to the "concentration of Hungarian culture". 
The nature of the material contained in the "Hungarian Reference Library" i s such 
that most of the books hatflt been written on varied subjects and their special in -
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terest i s often a single chapter or sentence referring to something Hungarian. This 
Library is only valuable i f the books stay in rows, on the same shelves and the re ­
search worker i s admitted to these rows where he can find in them a unique net-work 
of information,^ 

IlJJls/tvery fa ir estimate to state that out of the 4,000 English language 
volumes of the "Hungarian Reference Library 1 1 , the Library of Congress already pos­
sesses at least 3,600, So, ultimately, the Library of Congress would be enriched 
with the maximum of 300-400 vol\mes. The rest w i l l be classed as duplicates and of­
fered for sale and exchange. I n other words, they w i l l be rea l ly dispersed through­
out the world, ^here i s no earthly means by which a research worker, i , e , , interest­
ed in Hungarian animal husbandry could again find those works in which special ani­
mals of Hungary are mentioned unless he reads a l l books on zoology in the Library of 
Congress, The books on Bulgaria or Serbia, but in some pages re lat ive to Hungarian 
problems* can never a^ain be integrated into a wonderful background which is the uni­
que value of this col lect ion, not to mention the Western books which natural ly w i l l 
be hopelessly dispersed, 

A person who happens to kno\v each book and that there is something for his 
specialized studies in those books can ask for them by t i t l e or author in the read­
ing rooms of the Library and would have a chance of getting those books again, but 
i f he jus t happens to look for special Hungarian material , there w i l l be no l iv ing 
person able to point out to him where i t i s # 

The Library o f f i c ia l s premised "the same care for the "Hungarian Reference 
Library" as for other cultural documents". 

The question is who can decide what is a cul tural document? As a rule the 
Library of Congress does not consider bundles of incomplete periodicals, packages of 
clippings, heaps of pamphlets, travel leaf le ts , pictures and posters as documents. 
There is a natural tendency to discard such a material to be pulped. Yet an i n f i ­
n i t e l y valuable, irreplaceable part of the "Hungarian Reference Librery" is such 
material . I t i s uncatalogued and as far as I know, the existing l i s t i n g i s of no 
value. "Whom w i l l the Library charge with the work of selection? As far as I know, 
the Library has not a single Hungarian expert trained in Hungarian history or p h i l ­
ology who could be trusted to make competent decisions^ 

These are my reasons why I asked Dr. Evans that the whole "Hungarian Re­
ference Library" should be kept separately l ike the S lav i c , Spanish, Hebrew and 
similar col lect ions . Or i f this cannot be done, then the Library of Congress should 
select from the "Hungarian Reference Library's" material those volumes which i t does 
not already possess and since this w i l l be only a small portion of the books, the 
rest of the material should be given to our Federation which i s competent to preserve 
the entity of this material . This would give the Library of Congress everything i t 
wants, yet not destroy wholly and uselessly the "Hungarian Reference Library", 

On March 20, 1953, I addressed an appeal to this effect to Mr. Verner 
Clapp, Chief Assistant Librarian, who stated in his Apri l 3rd answer to me "that 
this request raises several questions which must be resolved before the Library can 
give me a f ina l answer, but that I may be assured that in the meantime, this sug­
gestion w i l l receive careful consideration." 

I t was at th is point that Dr. Joseph Remenyi, a professor of Comparative 
Literature at Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, contacted Mrs. Frances P, 
Bolton who graciously introduced HR 5472 to authorize the Library of Congress to 
s e l l the "Hungarian Reference Library" to a non-profit group which w i l l preserve this 
col lection intact for public use. 

The Board of Directors of our Federation held a special meeting in Washing­
ton, D, C, on June 18, 1953 and unanimously recorded the ir gratitude for the under­
standing and graciousness of Mrs, Bolton who i s loved and respected by the thousands 
of her Cleveland Hungarian constituents. 
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I n behalf of the Board of Directors and the rank and f i l e of the -American 
Hungarian Federation, I respectfully request the Honorable Members of this Committee 
to^lonsenl^to authorize and direct the Librarian of Congress to s e l l the "Hungarian 
Reference Library" to the American Hungarian Federation, a voluntary non-profit or­
ganization of the Anerican ci t izens of Hungarian or ig in . This Federation is a r e ­
sponsible, incorporated agency of Americans of Hungarian descent which i s able to 
provide for the adequate housing of th i s col lect ion and thus w i l l make i t available 
for i t s original purpose, which i s to serve as a nuceleus . for study and reference. 
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