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Charles Feleky and his Books 

I t was nea r ly f o r t y years ago t h a t Charles Feleky, 
a mus ica l d i rec to r o f H u n g a r i a n b i r t h , made one o f 
his stops i n P i t t s b u r g h w h i l e t o u r i n g the U n i t e d States 
w i t h the B e n H u r Co. They were p l a y i n g the mus ica l 
me lod rama based on L e w Wallace 's w e l l k n o w n book, 
w i t h music w r i t t e n by an A m e r i c a n composer, E d g a r 
S t i l l m a n Kel ley . F e w k n o w t h a t Ben H u r was the 
most successful p lay ever g iven on the A m e r i c a n stage. 
W h e n Ben H u r w o u l d p lay i n the large ci t ies, the people 
f r o m the s u r r o u n d i n g towns w o u l d b u y t icke ts l ong i n 
advance and make a ho l iday o f the event. F e w also 
k n o w the labor and patience w h i c h Charles Fe leky p u t 
i n to his w o r k t o make the p lay a success. T h i s was 
acknowledged by the composer as we l l as the producers 
of the p lay . F e w also k n o w t h a t i n his le isure hours 
he ins t ruc ted the musicians i n his orchestra , t each ing 
t h e m advanced h a r m o n y w i t h o u t r emune ra t i on . 

I t was also Charles Feleky, w h o f o r the f i r s t t i m e 
i n the h i s t o r y of the A m e r i c a n stage engaged the peo
ple o f h is chorus f r o m the ranks of ambi t ious students 
o f the opera and singers w i t h voices, r a t h e r t h a n f r o m 
the r egu la r ranks w h o were engaged f o r t h e i r y o u t h , 
f o r m , and beauty, g i v i n g l i t t l e a t t en t i on to t h e i r m u 
sical a b i l i t y . Voices were w h a t he needed f o r his d i f 
f i c u l t chorus music w h i c h was w r i t t e n i n the fugue 
f o r m . I t was the music w h i c h helped so m u c h i n m a k i n g 
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the musica l melodrama such a success. N a t u r a l l y , as 
a musica l conductor he i n t e rp r e t ed the music o f the 
composer. L a t e r w e w i l l f i n d t h a t he was also the 
i n t e r p r e t e r o f " In t e l l ec tua l and S p i r i t u a l H u n g a r y , " h i s 
na t ive land , where he received his educat ion, and was 
no t on ly the youngest b u t the best p u p i l i n his class. 

Fe leky seized every o p p o r t u n i t y to t h r o w his full 
suppor t beh ind any a r t i s t , d r ama t i s t , au thor , or scien
t i s t w h o showed a b i l i t y i n h is chosen f i e l d of w o r k . 
I t is i n t e r e s t i ng to note t h a t i t was Charles Feleky w h o 
gave La jos Ser ly , a w e l l k n o w n H u n g a r i a n composer, 
h is f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y t o w o r k i n the mus ica l f i e l d i n 
A m e r i c a . Whenever he hea rd o f any H u n g a r i a n a r t i s t , 
he hastened to r a l l y his f u l l suppor t to his service. 

I t is also w o r t h y o f note t h a t he was associated 
w i t h K l a w and E r l a n g e r f o r eleven years, conduc t ing 
the music f o r Ben H u r and P r ince of I n d i a . H e was 
associated w i t h M a r t i n Beck f o r t w e n t y - t w o years and 
d u r i n g his management of the M a r t i n Beck Thea t re 
was a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the Thea t r e Gu i ld . He conducted 
the music o f a p lay f o r A r t h u r H o p k i n s . A t the t i m e 
he associated h imse l f w i t h M a r t i n Beck he was offered 
a pos i t ion t o conduct a musica l p lay by one o f our 
foremost producers, H e n r y Savage. I t was v e r y f o r 
tuna te t h a t he d i d decide to go w i t h M a r t i n Beck, 
f o r i t was he w h o gave h i m enough leisure t i m e to 
w o r k on his grea t l abor o f love. 

L e t us r e t u r n t o Charles Feleky 's stop i n P i t t s 
b u r g h near ly f o r t y years ago. One day w h i l e w a l k i n g 
a long one o f i t s streets he stopped before a qua in t 
ant ique shop to look a t a book t h a t a t t r ac ted his a t t en
t i o n . I t was about Lou i s Kossu th , the i l l u s t r i ous hero 
o f his na t ive land- H e entered the shop and bought the 

A section of the "Feleky Collection" in the Hungarian Refe
rence Library, 19 West 44th Street, New York City 
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book. F r o m t h a t one vo lume sp r ang the famous Fe leky 
L i b r a r y , the most valuable col lect ion of books, p a m 
phlets, and newspapers on H u n g a r y and H u n g a r i a n s 
w r i t t e n i n E n g l i s h t h a t exists i n the w o r l d . W r i t i n g 
of the inc ident A r p a d Pasztor has s a i d : "Soon another 
book took i t s place beside the Kossu th book, and then 
a t h i r d , and thus an accidental shopp ing led to a decided 
in teres t , the in teres t to col lec t ing , the col lec t ing to a 
passion, and the passion created a grea t l i b r a r y w i t h 
out equal ; the t r a v e l i n g conductor became the greatest 
scientis t i n H u n g a r i a n - E n g l i s h - A m e r i c a n re la t ionsh ip , 
t o w h o m college professors came fo i : i n f o r m a t i o n . " 

A f t e r a t i m e a l l the book dealers o f the U n i t e d 
States, E n g l a n d , I r e l a n d , Canada, B r i t i s h A f r i c a , 
A u s t r a l i a , and I n d i a came to k n o w of M r . Feleky's 
g rea t in teres t i n col lect ing, and as soon as they acquired 
an E n g l i s h book p e r t a i n i n g to H u n g a r y or books w r i t 
t en i n E n g l i s h by H u n g a r i a n s , they immed ia t e ly got 
i n touch w i t h h i m . So, over a pe r iod o f years, the l i b r a 
r y became one w h i c h could not be surpassed, f o r i t is 
a unique one t h a t has no t i t s l i k e i n the w o r l d . I t 
contains a l l books, i n c l u d i n g t r ans la t ions , r e l a t ive to 
H u n g a r y , w r i t t e n i n E n g l i s h since the year 1562, as 
w e l l as innumerab le per iodicals and pamphlets . One 
o f i t s most valuable possessions is the oldest B r i t i s h 
newspaper i n existence . . . an ear ly issue of the Week ly 
N e w s (1620-21) i n w h i c h a l o n g a r t i c l e appears on 
Gabor Beth len . M a n y E n g l i s h and A m e r i c a n l i b r a r i e s 
and museums have made requests f o r photostats o f i t . 

A n o t h e r n o t e w o r t h y fea ture is the collect ion o f 
volumes i n w h i c h more t h a n t en thousand magazine 
ar t ic les are bound together , a l l r e l a t i n g to H u n g a r y 
o r i t s people, and publ ished i n E n g l i s h i n more t h a n 
e igh t hundred per iodicals . One cannot w r i t e about 

— 10 — 

H u n g a r y or the H u n g a r i a n s unless the rest o f the 
w o r l d is ment ioned. There is absolutely no such t h i n g 
as an Isolated N a t i o n . Hence the l i b r a r y is a h i s t o r y 
o f the w o r l d or c i v i l i z a t i o n . I t , however , is a special
ized l i b r a r y o f Cen t r a l Eu rope w h i c h includes H u n g a r y , 
A u s t r i a , Germany , Russia, Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia , 
Rouman ia . A l so included a r e : The B r i t i s h E m p i r e , 
A m e r i c a , As i a , Cen t r a l A m e r i c a , and so f o r t h . A n 
inexhaus t ib le wea l th of m a t e r i a l is conta ined the re in , 
t h a t could be tapped t o f u r n i s h subject m a t t e r f o r 
hundreds o f research scholars. The col lect ion is v i r g i n 
t e r r i t o r y f o r those w h o are in teres ted i n e x p l o r i n g a 
f i e l d more or less neglected i n the past. 

T h e Charles Fe leky l i b r a r y , cons i s t ing o f over s ix 
thousand volumes, is now i n the possession of the H u n 
g a r i a n N a t i o n a l Museum, and housed i n the H u n g a r i a n 
Reference L i b r a r y at 19 Wes t 44 th St ree t i n N e w Y o r k 
C i t y , w i t h D r . Laszlo Telkes, a H a r v a r d graduate , as 
the d i rec to r . The collection, accord ing to the R o y a l 
Consul General o f H u n g a r y , the Honorab le George de 
Gh ika , and the N a t i o n a l H u n g a r i a n Museum, w i l l 
hencefor th be k n o w n as the Fe leky Col lect ion. 

I t is a t the disposal o f a l l scientists, s tudents, 
j o u r n a l i s t s , etc., and w i l l p rove an inva luable a id i n 
t h e i r research. I t w i l l serve the in te rchange o f c u l t u r a l 
values between the U n i t e d States o f A m e r i c a and H u n 
ga ry . I t w i l l foster m u t u a l knowledge and unders tand
i n g o f the c u l t u r a l achievments o f the t w o countr ies , 
a c q u a i n t i n g each w i t h the f i n e ar ts , music, d r ama , 
poe t ry , and other a r t i s t s , sc ient i f ic , and educat ional 
achievements of the t w o nat ions . 

I t is r ea l ly r emarkab le w h a t one s ingle book can 
do f o r a person — influence h i m to grea t heights , g rea t 
achievements, o r m a r his l i f e . I t depends upon the 
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m a t e r i a l w h i c h is contained i n the book. W h a t was 
i n t h a t book t h a t could insp i re one m a n t o be so moved 
by the i n s p i r i n g and b u r n i n g w o r d s w h i c h he f o u n d 
embalmed i n the w o r k t h a t i t resul ted i n a grea t labor 
o f love? I f there was someth ing so grea t t o i r r press the 
m i n d and soul o f one man , perhaps, i f i t is presented 
to others, i t w i l l i n sp i r e t h e m also. L e t us g ive a sample 
o f the w o r k on Kossu th . I t is an abs t rac t f r o m the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n w r i t t e n by Horace Greeley, f o r m e r ed i to r 
of the N e w Y o r k T r i b u n e : 

" T h e l i f e o f Lou i s Kossu th , t r u l y p o r t r a y e d , has 
f o r us m a n y impress ive lessons; among t h e m t h a t o f 
' the uses o f A d v e r s i t y ' . . . 

" N o r can we over-value the lesson t a u g h t us by 
Kossu th o f the essential oneness o f h u m a n i t y , the u n i t y 
of interests , and the consequent a t r o c i t y and madness 
o f a l l w a r s waged f o r g l o r y , f o r conquest, o r the base 
phan tom misnamed na t iona l honor . I t has been the 
fash ion o f our F o u r t h - o f - J u l y ora tors f o r t w o genera
t ions to boast o f ours as the on ly l and i n w h i c h t r u e 
l i b e r t y is understood and apprec ia t ed— i n w h i c h the 
golden means between anarchy and despot ism has been 
a t t a i ned— i n w h i c h men could submi t to be governed 
w i t h o u t ceasing to be free- B u t a t the v e r y he igh t o f 
our self-complacency a voice f r o m the F a r Pannonia 
of Roman h i s to ry breaks upon our ears, w h i c h even our 
self-conceit cannot mis t ake f o r augh t bu t a t r u e and 
l i v i n g ut terance f r o m the grea t hear t o f h u m a n i t y . 
W i t h the eloquence o f Demosthenes and the subl ime 
f e r v o r o f Isa iah, i t u t te rs b u r n i n g w o r d s w h i c h cal l 
men of diverse creeds and races to the ba t t l e - f i e ld i n 
w h i c h the r i g h t s o f a l l are to be asserted, the usurpa
t ions o f the c r a f t y f ew, however entrenched and hoary , 
are to be overborne and s t r i cken d o w n . A t f i r s t w e 

pause t o wonder h o w th i s dwel le r by the f a r Danube. . . 
had learned those grea t t r u t h s w h i c h we have supposed 
discoveries o f Jefferson and the special p r o p e r t y o f 
our o w n Republ ic ; bu t , pausing, we discover . . . t h a t 
he has no t mere ly i m i t a t e d our fa thers i n t h e i r i m 
m o r t a l declara t ion , bu t t h a t w h a t w i t h t h e m were 
f i gu re s o f rhe tor ic , o r at least b a r r e n abs t rac t ions , 
are w i t h h i m l i v i n g a^practical ver i t i es . T h e y declared 
a l l men r i g h t f u l l y b o r n free and equal, b u t le f t one 
m i l l i o n o f t h e i r o w n c o u n t r y m e n i n s lavery, i n p a r t to 
t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l selves; he g rapp led bold ly w i t h se r fdom 
and abolished i t ; they declared a l l men b y na tu r e en
t i t l e d to ' l i f e , en joy ing l i b e r t y , and p u r s u i n g h a p 
piness' ; he appor t ioned lands w i t h o u t charge to the 
emancipated serfs, so as to insure t h e m the means o f 
s u p p o r t i n g l i f e , e n j o y i n g l i b e r t y , and p u r s u i n g hap
piness i n the homes o f t h e i r chi ldhood. W h o can r a t i o n 
a l l y deny, therefore , t ha t the g rea t p r i n c i p a l * o f equal 
r i g h t s was bet ter understood and more f a i t h f u l l y re
garded i n H u n g a r y i n 1848 t h a n i t was i n A m e r i c a i n 
1776? A n d how could the sincere lovers o f h u m a n r i g h t s 
among us refuse to accord to Kossu th a welcome as 
h e a r t y and as impos ing as t h a t pa id , a q u a r t e r o f a 
c e n t u r y ear l ier , to the grea t and good L a F a y e t t e ? 
H o w could they hesitate to h a n g upon his eloquent 
w o r d s and catch i n s p i r a t i o n f o r new s t ruggles f o r 
f reedom and h u m a n i t y f r o m the l i g h t o f h i s k i n d l i n g 
eye, the sound of his t r u m p e t voice? 

"Yes Kossu th has v i s i t ed our shores—even as I 
w r i t e , h is presence hal lows and ennobles t h i s chief^ci ty 
o f the wes te rn w o r l d . He is here, t h o u g h unconsciusly, 
t o rebuke the degeneracy and factiousness o f our p a r t 
i san squabbles, the hollowness o f our boasted love o f 
l i b e r t y , i f we t u r n a deaf ear to the c r y o f the oppressed 
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i n e i ther hemisphere, the sordidness o f our common 
l i f e and the meanness o f i t s aims- H e is here to arouse 
us t o a consciousness of the majes ty o f our na t i ona l 
pos i t ion and the responsib i l i t ies i t i nvo lves ; to show us 
t h a t w e cannot safely sleep w h i l e despots are f o r g i n g 
chains f o r the ye t unfe t te red nat ions , as w e l l as to 
b i n d more securely t h e i r present v i c t i m s ; t h a t even i f 
w e have no r ega rd f o r others ' r i g h t s , we m u s t assume 
an a t t i t u d e o f resistance t o the e x p a n d i n g d o m i n i o n 
o f the A u t o c r a t i f on ly t o secure our o w n . T h a t 'God 
h a t h made o f one blood a l l the nat ions t h a t d w e l l on the 
face o f the ea r th , '—tha t we should 'do to others as w e 
w o u l d have t h e m to do to us / — t h a t we have no r i g h t 
to repel sol ici tude as to the fa te o f t y r a n n y ' s v i c t i m s , 
b y t he callous quest ion, ' A m I m y b ro the r ' s keeper? '— 
t h a t the free nat ions o f ea r th cannot a f f o r d , even 
were t h e y base enough to w i s h , to leave each other to 
be assailed i n succession by the banded m i g h t o f des
po t i sm, and so overwhe lmed and crushed— these are 
solemn t r u t h s w h i c h Governor Kossu th is among us to 
p r o c l a i m and enforce w i t h the earnestness o f a m a r 
t y r ' s conv ic t ion and an exi led pa t r i o t ' s zeal . . . 

" T h e r e can be no quest ion as to the leadership o f 
the genera l movemen t— the f i n g e r o f h i s t o r y ( m a y we 
not ven tu re to say o f Providence?) po in ts u n e r r i n g l y 
to Lou i s Kossu th as m a r k e d out f o r t h a t pos i t ion . The 
p raye r s o f m i l l i o n s are w i t h h i m ; the hopes o f hundreds 
o f m i l l i o n s rest upon h i m . H i s success w i l l l i f t the 
c r u s h i n g w e i g h t o f despot ism f r o m o f f the breast o f 
p ros t r a t e h u m a n i t y , and b i d her r ise and w a l k f o r t h 
erect, redeemed and d isen thra l led . W h o cannot g ive 
something i n a id o f such a cause? W h o can hesi tate t o 
p r a y and labor and hope f o r i t s success? 

" B u t , even i f , i n the inscru table Providence o f 
God, t he upheaval f o r w h i c h the m i l l i o n s are now pre 

p a r i n g be destined to t e m p o r a r y mi sca r r i age and dis
c o m f i t u r e , the g rea t H u n g a r i a n w i l l not , cannot f a i l . 
'His f ame at least is secure.' H i s character has stood 
the ordeals o f pover ty , o f sudden eminence, o f c o u r t l y 
t e m p t a t i o n , o f bondage, o f exa l t a t ion , o f unbounded 
sway, o f t r i u m p h , o f deepest ca lami ty , o f exi le , o f 
s t rangers ' adu la t ion and o f r e v i v i n g hope, and has 
nob ly overcome t h e m a l l . H e m a y be called to d ie i n a 
palace or a dungeon, i n his p r i m e o r i n decrepi tude, 
a m i d tears or execrations, bu t h is place i n h i s t o r y is 
a l ready f i x e d and cannot be changed. A m o n g ora tors , 
pa t r i o t s , statesmen, exiles, he has, l i v i n g o r dead, no 
super ior . H i s t h rone is i n the hear t , and he can on ly 
be d i sc rowned by t e a r i n g t h a t hea r t f r o m the breast 
o f h u m a n i t y . Or, ra ther , let me close w i t h the noble 
t r i b u t e o f L o w e l l , B a r d of Freedom, and a f te r h i m 
say— 

" A race o f nobles m a y die out, 
A r o y a l l ine may leave no h e i r ; 
W i s e N a t u r e sets no guards about 
H e r pewte r plate and wooden ware . 

B u t they f a i l not , the k i n g l i e r breed 
W h o s t a r r y diadems a t t a i n ; 
T o dungeon, axe, and stake succeed 
H e i r s o f the old heroic s t r a i n . 
T h e zeal o f na ture never cools, 
N o r is she t h w a r t e d o f her ends; 
W h e n gapped and dul led her cheaper tools, 
T h e n she a sa int and p rophe t spends. 

L a n d o f the M a g y a r s ! t h o u g h i t be 
The t y r a n t m a y r e l i n k his cha in , 
A l r e a d y t h i n e the v i c t o r y , 
A s the j u s t F u t u r e measures g a i n . 
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T h o u hast succeeded; t h o u hast w o n 
T h e dea th ly t r a v a i l ' s amplest w o r t h ; 
A na t ion ' s d u t y t h o u hast done, 
G i v i n g a hero to ou r ea r th . 

A n d he, le t come w h a t w i l l o f woe, 
Has saved the l and he s t rove to save; 
N o Cossack hordes, no t r a i t o r ' s b low, 
Can quench the voice shal l haun t his grave . 

"/ Kossuth am; O Future, thou 
That clearest the just and blotVst the vile, 
O'er this small dust in reverence bow, 
Remembering what I tvas erewhile. 

" I was the chosen trump where through 
Our God sent forth awakening breath; 
Came chains? Came death? The strain He blew 

Sounds on, outliving chains and death.' " 

( N e w Y o r k , F e b r u a r y , 1852) 

Yes, Lou i s Kossu th i n sp i r ed Charles Feleky as he 
i n sp i r ed not on ly the greatest minds o f his era, bu t a l l 
t he people o f E u r o p e and A m e r i c a w h o sympath ized i n 
a j u s t cause and f o r the l i b e r a t i o n o f a l l people f r o m des
pot ic ru le . N o t on ly James Russell L o w e l l w r o t e a poem 
on Kossu th , bu t more t h a n 150 poems were w r i t t e n 
by A m e r i c a n s and the B r i t i s h , among w h o m we m a y 
f i n d M a t t h e w A r n o l d , A l g e r n o n S w i n b u r n e , J . G. W h i t -
t i e r , Emerson , George M e r e d i t h , Gera ld Massey, W a l 
t e r Savage L a n d o r , and m a n y others , w h o were a l l 
i n sp i r ed by his g rea t p a t r i o t i s m , and h is love o f l i b e r t y , 
t r u t h and jus t ice . H u n g a r y and Kossu th cannot be 
separated. W e have here a poem w r i t t e n by W . M . W . 
Ca l l w h i c h m a y be found i n the Fe leky co l l ec t ion— 

K O S S U T H A N D T H E H U N G A R I A N S 

Kossu th and the brave men of H u n g a r y ! 
Champions ye are o f f reedom and o f t r u t h ; 
L i k e ch i l d r en of the w o r l d i n her f r e sh y o u t h , 
S tand f o r t h , s tand f o r t h , f o r a l l t he e a r t h t o see! 
A v e r y ancient and a noble cause 
I n v i t e s you , calls you , clothes y o u w i t h new m i g h t . 
Oh, doubly weaponed are y o u w i t h the r i g h t , 
Suppor ted by the old majes t ic laws. 
N o w f o r a l l noble g r o w t h o f m i n d and hear t 
The nat ions look to y o u ; be s t r o n g and free, 
A n d , w i t h a fame tha t never shal l depar t , 
S tand f o r t h , s tand f o r t h , f o r a l l the ea r th to see! 
O champions bo th of temple and of m a r t , 
Kossu th and the brave men of H u n g a r y ! 

W o r d s as w e l l as thoughts are t h i n g s and Fe leky 
f o u n d i n s p i r i n g words i n the books w h i c h he collected 
f o r so m a n y years. I t seems t h a t even a p res iden t o f 
the U n i t e d States, Theodore Roosevelt, m u s t have been 
g r e a t l y impressed by Kossuth 's miss ion , f o r , i n an ad
dress a t a d inner g iven i n his honor i n 1899, w h i l e he 
was governor of N e w Y o r k , he states before a H u n 
g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n audience, "The re is n o t h i n g t h i s 
c o u n t r y needs more t h a n t h a t there shal l be p u t before 
i t s men and its fu ture men — i ts boys, and i t s g i r l s , 
too — the s to ry o f such lives as t h a t o f Kossu th . . . " 

A s the f o l l o w i n g poem shows, A m e r i c a n s o f Kos 
suth's era were t aught , i n the schools, o f h is f i g h t f o r 
L i b e r t y , Democracy, and T r u t h . 

— 16 — — 17 — 
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W E L C O M E T O K O S S U T H 
B y M a l v i n a A . W i l y 

(Pupil of the Normal School) 

W e welcome thee, oh g rea t Kossu th , 
O u r count ry ' s honoured guest— 

W r o n g e d v i c t i m of the t y r a n t ' s hate, 
B r i g h t hope o f the oppressed. 

W h e n y o u n g Co lumbia f e l t t h y touch 
U p o n her happy s t r and , 

A sympathe t ic t h r i l l w e n t f o r t h 
T h a t t r e m b l e d t h r o u g h the land . 

A n d as she l is tened to t h y w o r d s 
O f eloquence t h a t burned , 

Back t o the d a r k and g loomy past 
H e r t e a r f u l eye she t u r n e d , 

A n d bade remembrance summon f o r t h 
F r o m d a r k obl iv ion ' s t omb , 

The w r o n g s t h a t bowed her s p i r i t l o w 
I n s lavery 's n i g h t of g loom. 

She saw her sons a l l b leeding l ie 
U p o n the ba t t l e -p la in , 

A n d F reedom t r e m b l i n g 'neath the w e i g h t 
O f t y r a n n y ' s cursed cha in . 

B u t oh, she f e l t the darkes t cloud 
T h a t shadowed then her b r o w , 

Was f a r less t h r e a t ' n i n g and less d a r k 
T h a n hangs o'er H u n g a r y now. 

B u t m o u r n not, H u n g a r y , she cries, 
F r o m s lav ' ry ' s sleep t h o u shal t awake, 

F o r t hou , too, hast a W a s h i n g t o n , 
W i t h s t r e n g t h t h y chains t o break. 

— 18 — 

The c la r ion voice of t h y K o s s u t h 
Shal l r i n g t h r o u g h a l l the w o r l d ; 

N o r cease i t s sound t i l l f r o m his t h r o n e 
Old Despotism's h u r l e d . 

T h e l i g h t o f his g rea t m i n d w i l l d r i v e 
Oppression's clouds away, 

A n d usher i n upon the w o r l d 
F a i r freedom's g lor ious day. 

T h o u g h i n a dungeon t y r a n t s dared 
A Kossu th to confine, 

The radiance of his g lor ious soul 
T h r o u g h p r i son wa l l s w o u l d shine. 

T h a t l i g h t f o rmed on despair 's d a r k c loud 
A g l o w i n g r a i n b o w b r i g h t , 

T h a t f i l l e d the hearts o f H u n g a r y ' s sons 
W i t h hope's en l iven ing l i g h t 

Oh, great Kossuth , here every hea r t 
Contains f o r thee a shr ine , 

W h e r e f e rven t p rayers are o f fe red up 
F o r the r i g h t s o f thee and t h i n e . 

W e honour—aye, we reverence one 
I n w h o m so b r i g h t l y shine 

The v i r tues w h i c h made W a s h i n g t o n 
A p p e a r almost d iv ine . 

A n d oh, we p r a y t h a t God may shed 
H i s choicest g i f t s on thee, 

A n d guide thee on i n t h y career 
T i l l H u n g a r y shall be free. 

F r o m "You th ' s Welcome to K o s s u t h " 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) . 1852. 

_ 19 — 
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"Louis Kossuth's place in hist>ry is already fixed and cannot 
be changed. Amoag orators, patriots, statesmen, exiles, he 
has, living or dead no superior. His throne is in the heart, 
and he can only be discrowned by tearing that heart from 
the breast of humanity." 

HORACE GREELEY 

Theodore Roosevelt 

"// you bring into American life the spirit of 
the heroes of Hungary, you have done your share. 
There is nothing this country needs more than 
that there shall be put before its men and its 
future men — its boys; and its girls, too — the 
story of such lives as that of Kossuth . . . ." 

Extract from President Theodore Roosevelt's address deli
vered at the dinner of "Th? Hungarian Republican Club" May 
31, 1899, when he was Governor of New York State. 

Americanism is not a mutter of birthplace, of an-
cestry, of creed, of occupation: Americanism is a 
matter of the spirit that is withiyi a man's soul. (Great 
applause). From the time when we first became an 
independent nation to the present moment there has 
never been a generation in which some of the most 
distinguished and most useful men ivere not men who 
had been born on the other side of the Atlantic 
(applause); and it is peculiarly appropriate and to me 

— 20 _ — 21 — 
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peculiarly pleasant that in addressing this Club of the 
men upon whose efforts so much of the future welfare 
of this city, of this State, of this Nation, depends I 
should be addressing men ivho shotv by their actions 
that they know no difference between Jeiv and Gentile, 
Catholic arid Protestant, native born and foreign born; 
provided only the man, tuhatever his creed, ivhatever 
his birthplace strives to live so as to do his full duty 
by his neighbor and by the country as a whole. (Tre
mendous applause and cheer.) 

Extract from President Theodore Roosevelt's address deli
vered at the dinner of "The Hungarian Republican Club" Feb
ruary 14th 1905. 

— 22 — 

Charles Felekq 
and his Manuscript 

N o t content w i t h mere ly col lec t ing books, Charles 
Feleky, the d is t inguished scholar and mus ic ian , decided 
to compi le a b i b l i o g r a p h y of a l l w o r k s p e r t a i n i n g t o 
H u n g a r y and Hunga r i ans w r i t t e n i n E n g l i s h , and 
w h i c h Professor T o t h , f o r m e r professsor o f H u n g a r i a n 
l i t e r a t u r e and h i s t o r y at F r a n k l i n and M a r s h a l l College 
i n Lancaster , Pennsylvania , called a " M a g n i f i c e n t 
Obsession." To th i s g igan t i c task, he appl ied h i m s e l f 
f o r more t h a n t w e n t y f ive years. The m a g n i f i c e n t re
sul t o f his labor has been re fe r red t o as "one o f the 
greatest achievements of our t imes i n i t s c u l t u r a l and 
l i t e r a r y f ie lds ." Called a "one-man encyclopedia" by the 
Roya l H u n g a r i a n ambassador, H i s Excel lency J o h n 
Pe lenyi , Charles Feleky was qua l i f i ed as no one else 
i n the w o r l d to undertake such a w o r k . 

The b ib l iog raphy , a manusc r ip t o f nineteen v o l 
umes, contains excerpts f r o m every possible book, a r t i 
cle, pamphle t , and so f o r t h p r i n t e d i n E n g l i s h p e r t a i n 
i n g t o H u n g a r y . The b ib l i og raphy is rea l ly more t h a n 
the usual b i b l i o g r a p h y ; i t is a c u l t u r a l , sc ient i f ic , and 
h i s to r i ca l digest o f Cen t ra l Europe . The h i s t o r y o f the 
U n i t e d States and t h a t of E n g l a n d is not complete 
w i t h o u t the explanat ion and source m a t e r i a l o f the h i s 
t o r i c a l , sc ient i f ic background o f the cen t ra l Eu ropean 
nat ions t h a t f o rmed an essential p a r t o f the people 
o f t he U n i t e d States. N o t on ly tha t , bu t i t contains 

— 23 — 

 eko
nyv

tar.s
k-s

ze
ged.hu 

 eko
nyv

tar.s
k-s

ze
ged.hu 



u n k n o w n A m e r i c a n and E n g l i s h h i s t o r i c a l facts . I t 
t rea ts o f such subjects as the f o l l o w i n g : 

Anthropology, Archaeology , A r c h i t e c t u r e , A g r i c u l 
t u re , A r m y , A r t , A u t o g r a p h s 

B a l k a n States, B a n k i n g , B i m e t t a l i s t , B iograph ies 
Chemis t ry , Ci t izens o f the W o r l d , Commerce, 

Chamber o f Commerce, C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d , 
Chronicles , C i v i l Engineers , Class St ruggles , 
H i s t o r y o f l i t e r a t u r e , C u r r e n t H i s t o r y 

D r a m a , Dip lomacy , Discoveries 
Encyclopedia ( H u n g a r i a n and Ch i ld ren ' s ) 
Educa t ion , Economics, E l e c t r i c a l Engineers , E n t o 

mology, E t h n o l o g y , E n g i n e e r i n g 

F i n e A r t s , F o l k Lore , F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , F o r e i g n 
Pol icy 

Geology, Geography, Geographica l Society, Gene
alogy, Gypsy L o r e 

H i s t o r y o f the W o r l d ( A m e r i c a n , C e n t r a l European , 
Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia , Roumania , T u r k e y , 
A u s t r i a , Germany , H u n g a r y , China , "Japan, 
e tc . ) , H i s t o r y o f I o w a , C a l i f o r n i a , Ohio, W i s 
consin ( O l d Se t t l e r s ) , H u n g a r i a n n a t i o n f r o m 
the b e g i n n i n g to the present day 

I m m i g r a t i o n , I n d u s t r y , I s l amic Cu l tu r e , I n t e r n a 
t i o n a l L a w 

L a w , L i t e r a t u r e , L a n d Values, League of N a t i o n s 

Kossu th MSS and relics, Kossu th books, pamphle t s 
and magazine ar t ic les 

Mechanics, Medica l Science, M a t h e m a t i c a l Science, 
Music , M o v i n g P ic tures 

N u m i s m a t i c s , Newspapers , N a t u r a l Science 

O r n i t h o l o g y , The 

Phys ica l Cu l tu re , P a i n t i n g , P o l i t i c a l Science, P h y s i 
ology, Phi losophy, Ph i lo logy , Pub l i c H e a l t h , 
Photography , Psychology, Psychoanalysis , Poet
r y , Press 

Rad ioac t i v i t y , Re l ig ion (va r ious denomina t ions ) 
Re l ie f Bu l le t ins , Rare books and pamphle ts , 
Reconst ruct ion i n Europe 

Science, Science and the A r t s , Spor ts (chess, e t c ) , 
Stat is t ics , Student Movements 

Theology, Technology, Teachers, Trave ls , Thea t re 
U n i v e r s i t i e s 

W o r l d Events — W o r l d W a r 
Zoology 

H u n g a r y has been the center o f the s u n d r y d ip lomat i c , 
economic, scient i f ic , and a r t i s t i c ac t iv i t i e s o f Cen t r a l 
Europe . There has h a r d l y been a Eu ropean p r o b l e m 
t h a t has no t l ikewise been a t y p i c a l H u n g a r i a n p rob lem. 
Hence the w o r k per ta ins not on ly to H u n g a r y and 
H u n g a r i a n s bu t to a l l o f Europe , A m e r i c a , A s i a , and 
hence a l l the w o r l d . 

I n 1926 Eugene P ivany , i n his w o r k , Hungarian-
American Historical Connections'- from Pre-Columbian 
Times, said i n reference to M r . Feleky 's b i b l i o g r a p h y 
o f E n g l i s h H u n g a r i c a t h a t i t "should be publ ished 
w i t h o u t f u r t h e r delay." Over t en years have elapsed 
since t h a t t i m e and the b ib l i og raphy s t i l l lies unpub
lished. The expense of p u b l i s h i n g such a w o r k is too 
g rea t t o be assumed w i t h o u t outside assistance. 

Because o f i ts g rea t c u l t u r a l and sc ient i f ic value 
to A m e r i c a and the w o r l d , there is no doubt t h a t every 
l i b r a r y i n the w o r l d w o u l d w a n t to possess the valuable 
w o r k . 

Or i en t 

— 24 — 
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THREE ROOMS I N NEW YORK 

ARPAD PASZTOR ^fl/r* 
Translated from "The Pesti HirJap" 

N e w Y o r k , 508 West 114th Street . T h i s is the 
f u l l address o f a l i t t l e three r o o m a p a r t m e n t i n grea ter 
N e w Y o r k . I t s door is to the r i g h t of the gate, and 
as y o u open the door, you mus t s tand s t i l l f o r a momen t 
and gaze w i t h reverence a round the su r round ings . 
There are books t o be seen at t he v e r y f i r s t glance . . . 
books, books, and more books, f r o m the f loo r to the 
ce i l i ng a l l a round the room. T h i s s ight f i l l s you w i t h 
reverence and in sp i r a t i on . The m a n y books, the order 
of the books, the folios f i l l e d w i t h secrets . . . a l l the 
books f i l l e d w i t h secrets . . . a l l represent a l i f e , a 
man , a personal i ty , someone, and as soon as you have 
stepped i n t o the room, you ask: 

" W h o lives here? Whose are these books?" 
T h r o u g h the door leading to the second l i t t l e r o o m 

more books gaze upon you, books, books and more books, 
and the same is t r u e i n the t h i r d room, and even the 
k i t chen is f i l l e d w i t h newspaper c l ipp ings and c i r cu l a r s 
are p i l ed i n o rde r ly fashion close against the wa l l s . 

W h o l ives i n the crowded l i t t l e three r o o m apar t 
ment? One deceased, w h o lives, whose s p i r i t p robab ly 
r e tu rns on the hour of m i d n i g h t to s i t d o w n at his 
desk as he d i d i n his bodi ly l i f e and look upon his g rea t 
ma rve l s ; the l i b r a r y , w h i c h he gathered w i t h the 
fantasy o f a scientis t and the enthusiasm o f a collector 
f r o m a l l pa r t s o f the w o r l d and w h i c h he t r i e d to com
pile i n a b ib l iography , w h i c h he h imse l f called the 
"never completed masterpiece," bu t w h i c h , f o r p r o -
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pr i e ty ' s sake, he t i t l e d " In te l l ec tua l and S p i r i t u a l H u n 
g a r y / ' On t h i s he w o r k e d n i g h t and day to his 67th 
year, u n t i l October 4 th , 1930 w h e n the pen dropped 
f r o m his hand and t he grea t masterpiece was lef t 
incomplete . I d i d not dare to use the w o r d " u n f i n i s h e d " 

Charles Feleky at work 

because there are ce r t a in pa r t s w h i c h i n t h e i r state 
of i ncomple t ion surpass m a n y w h i c h are whole . 

T h a t one deceased, w h o l ived i n the c rowded l i t t l e 
three room a p a r t m e n t i n N e w Y o r k , is Charles Feleky. 

_ 28 — 

The great l i b r a r y , w h i c h guards his s p i r i t , contains 
a l l the books w r i t t e n and publ ished i n the E n g l i s h 
language about H u n g a r y or H u n g a r i a n a f f a i r s since 
1566, bu t i t also contains the o f f i c i a l E n g l i s h repor t s 
on the Ba t t l e o f Mohacs. 

His vacant chair 

A l l the book dealers o f E n g l a n d , U n i t e d States o f 
A m e r i c a , Canada, A u s t r a l i a , B r i t i s h A f r i c a , and I n d i a 
were acquainted w i t h M r . F e l s k y ' s " H o b b y " and as soon 
as they obtained an E n g l i s h book dea l ing w i t h H u n g a r y -
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they immed ia t e ly w r o t e or cabled h i m at h is N e w Y o r k 
address, and thus i n 40 years the l i b r a r y became one 
w h i c h could no t be surpassed. 

I n 1924, Feleky was s t i l l l i v i n g , and then I was 
a f requent v i s i t o r a t h is home. H e t o l d me how he 
became a collector. 

H e was twen ty -odd years old w h e n he emigra t ed 
to A m e r i c a to t r y his luck, H i s too l was m u s i c : The 
p iano and the conductor 's baton. H e played i n n i g h t 
clubs and he conducted ou t s t and ing t h e a t r i c a l orches
t r a s ; he t ou red the la rge ci t ies o f A m e r i c a w i t h Ede 
Remenyi and f o r years he was the conductor o f Ben 
H u r w h i c h t rave led a l l over the U n i t e d States f o r 
m a n y years. T h i s was how he came to P i t t s b u r g h 
once. W h i l e w a l k i n g a long the street, he stopped before 
the w i n d o w of an an t ique shop where a book was dis
played w r i t t e n i n E n g l i s h ; t he book was about Lou i s 
Kossu th . H e bought i t , and th i s led to Feleky 's dest iny. 
Soon a f te r another book took i t s place besides the Kos
su th book and then a t h i r d and thus an accidental 
shopping led to a decided interest , the in teres t to col
lec t ing , the col lec t ing t o a passion, and the passion 
created a grea t l i b r a r y w i t h o u t equal ; the t r a v e l i n g 
conductor became the greatest scientist o f the connec
t ions o f H u n g a r i a n - E n g l i s h - A m e r i c a n re la t ionsh ip , t o 
w h o m college professors came f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . 

A t one t i m e I was t a l k i n g to W i l l i a m F r a k n o i 
about Charles Feleky. " I n 1912 I was i n N e w Y o r k , " 
said the h i s t o r i an - bishop, " I heard someth ing o f 
Charles Fe leky and his collections. I don ' t t h i n k much 
of such amateurs , b u t s t i l l , I t h o u g h t I w o u l d v i s i t h i m . 
I w e n t over and began to brouse a round the books, 
and the t i m e I set aside to r e m a i n i n N e w Y o r k , I spent 
there . The l i b r a r y is someth ing unique. Charles 
Fe leky is the most ou t s t and ing m a n of E n g l i s h - A m e r -
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ican-H^ngarian l i t e r a r y researchers, as w e l l as the sage 
o f the 1848-1849 A m e r i c a n emig ra t i ons . " 

T h i s was i n 1912- B u t how the l i b r a r y had deve
loped by 1930! the t i m e of Feleky 's dea th ! W h e n I 
was i n A m e r i c a , i n 1924, i t contained 5,500 books, and 
c i r cu l a r s and over 100,000 newspaper c l ipp ings and 
magazine ar t ic les . Fe leky l i ved f o r s ix more years 
a f t e r th i s , and d u r i n g t ha t t i m e the l i b r a r y was enr iched 
by at least 2-3000 more volumes. 

A l l o f his money, a l l o f h is earnings were spent 
on th i s . I n his o f f i c i a l capaci ty he was the musica l 
d i r e c t o r and manager o f the M a r t i n Beck Theat re . 
U n o f f i c i a l l y he was the fana t ic defender o f the H u n 
g a r i a n dreams and ideals : to show the Engl i sh -Saxon 
w o r l d w h a t a t reasure hold o f in te l lec tua l s t rengths 
H u n g a r y is, his b i r thp lace . 

He spent his money f o r th i s , and he t a u g h t the 
a r t o f apprec ia t ion o f t h i s w o r k t o his w i f e , A n t o i n e t t e 
Feleky, the w e l l - k n c w n A m e r i c a n psychologist , his 
f a i t h f u l l i fe ' s champion , the care taker o f the Feleky 
l i b r a r y . 

The l i b r a r y is d iv ided t h u s : h i s to ry , geography, 
music , l i t e r a t u r e , science. H i s oldest book dates back 
to 1560 (some o f the c i r cu la r s are older s t i l l ) , the 
newest to the year of his death. 

The h i s to r i ca l d i v i s i o n f o r m s th ree g r o u p s : 

1. F r o m the t i m e o f the T u r k i s h ru l e to the 
l i b e r a t i n g o f Buda . 

2. The w a r of independence. Kossu th and his 
pe r iod . 

(The re are a large number o f o r i g i n a l le t ters by 
Kossu th , among t h e m one w r i t t e n to Pres ident F i l l m o r e 
c f the U n i t e d States. A l so , Kossuth's A m e r i c a n hotel 
b i l l s , l is ts o f his expendi tures and var ious rel ics o f 
Kossu th . ) 
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3- The l i t e r a t u r e on the W o r l d W a r and the Peace 
Treat ies . ( A n d t o p o i n g a l l th i s , a l l those l i t e r a r y and 
sc ient i f ic w o r k s w h i c h had appeared as E n g l i s h t r ans 
la t ions up to 1930./ 

The famous p r i d e o f the l i b r a r y is the oldest 
B r i t i s h newspaper i n existence, one the f i r s t issues o f 
the " W e e k l y N e w s " (1620-21) i n w h i c h a l ong a r t i c l e 
appears on Gabor Be th len . A c r ipp l ed mate t o thh: 
newspaper is t reasured by the B r i t i s h Museum, b u t 
the Feleky L i b r a r y contains the u n i n j u r e d , perfec t 
copy. Mos t o f the A m e r i c a n and E n g l i s h l i b r a r i e s 
and museums have photographed th i s . 

W i t h the passing o f t i m e , Charles Feleky, the 
book collector, became a scientist , a h i s t o r i a n , whose 
l i f e w o r k was not the l i b r a r y , bu t the " In t e l l ec tua l 
and S p i r i t u a l H u n g a r y " ; i n o ther words the " b i b l i o g 
r a p h y . " A f t e r c o m i n g home f r o m his da i ly w o r k , he 
w r a p p e d h imse l f i n h is Japanese k i m o n a . . . he l i k e d 
to be v e r y comfor tab le . . . and sat d o w n at his desk, 
w i t h his b i g w h i t e cat a t h is feet and the mapped-out 
w o r k o f the b i b l i o g r a p h y under cons t ruc t ion , before 
h i m : the m a t e r i a l w h i c h w ras to go i n t o the b i b l i o g r a p h y 
w i t h w h i c h he was t o show the w o r l d H u n g a r y ' s 
in te l lec tua l and s p i r i t u a l w o r t h and t o c l a r i f y her 
connections w i t h the E n g l i s h w o r l d . 

W h o knows t h a t the oldest regis tered s tudent a t 
O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y was H u n g a r i a n ? . . . N iko la s de 
H u n g a r i a , to w h o m R i c h a r d the L ionhea r t ed gave a 
"scholarship o f no t less t h a n one h a l f golden m a r k s " as 
the Pipe Rolls document states. "The f i r s t scholar 
whose name has been preserved" w r i t e s H . C. M a x w e l l 
L y t e , Oxfo rd ' s h i s t o r i an , w h o has also de te rmined the 
fac t t h a t i n the h i s t o r y o f the u n i v e r s i t y t h i s is the 
on ly name t h a t has existed, o ther students be ing l i s ted 
on ly one hundred years la ter . 
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A n d w h o knows t h a t i n the E n g l i s h l i t e r a r y pe r iod 
o f the X l l V t h and X V t h centuries " H u n g a r y is 
the ga l l an t l and of wonders and legends" and t h a t the 
subject o f the "pagan people's r e f o r m to C h r i s t i a n i t y " 
exci ted the fan tasy of the E n g l i s h w r i t e r s , and t h a t 
i n 1848 the E n g l i s h poet, John Gower begins his 
romance, "Confessio A m a n t i s " t h u s : 

H o w tha t w h i l l o m of H u n g a r i e 
B y old Daies was a k i n g 
Wise and honest i n alle t h i n g . . . 

The H u n g a r i a n k i n g was the k i n g of the stories, 
wise and honest i n a l l his actions, and f o r whose daugh
t e r i t was a g rea t honor t o vie, as i t is s tated openly i n 
the famous romance of 1520: " T h e Squire of L o w 
Degree" 

I t was a squyre o f l o w degree 
T h a t loves the k ings daughter o f H u n g r e . 

A t t h a t t i m e i n E n g l a n d the H u n g a r i a n princesses 
were considered princesses of s tor ies ; i n fac t , the noble 
and brave H u n g a r i a n s are encompassed by m a n y le
gends and t h i s explains the fac t t h a t Shakespeare makes 
m a n y ment ions of H u n g a r y and H u n g a r i a n s . . . the 
s to ry o f " N a i l s w i t h N a i l s " , (Szeget-szeggel) was t o l d 
by Jozsef Maca r iu s to his f r i e n d , Coun t Nadasdy, and 
the s to ry t rave ls to E n g l a n d . . . Fe leky determines. 
Ben Jonson w r i t e s a t r agedy on Gabor Beth len (Stape 
o f N e w s ) and on the f l y l e a f o f P h i l i p Massinger ' s 
t r ag icomedy , "The P i c tu re " , (1629) the f o l l o w i n g is 
w r i t t e n : " T h i s t r ue H u n g a r i a n h i s t o r y . " 

M a n y E n g l i s h volunteers w e n t to H u n g a r y d u r i n g 
t h a t t i m e to f i g h t against the T u r k s , and th i s accounts 
f o r the f ac t t h a t the H u n g a r i a n U r i ' s are descended 
f r o m the famous E n g l i s h U r r y f a m i l y . The Leslies, 
re la t ives o f k ings , are the ancestors o f the H u n g a r i a n 
Laszlos. S i r John Mandevi l l e v i s i t ed H u n g a r y i n 1499 
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and w r o t e i n amaz ing wonde r o f " t h i s r i c h coun t ry , 
w h i c h has a grea t k i n g and whose powers are i m 
measurable-" 

I n 1924, I mere ly j o t t e d d o w n these notes f r o m 
the b i b l i o g r a p h y under cons t ruc t ion , w h e n we were 
t a l k i n g o f the E n g l i s h - H u n g a r i a n l i t e r a r y results . 
E v e r y source o f w o r k , every w r i t e r , every m e m o r y 
developed, remembered and p r o p e r l y catalogued, and 
these w o r k s ( a l though some are on ly copies or l a te r 
ed i t ions ) are i n the l i b r a r y . 

I t is the p r ide o f a nat ion 's in te l l ec tua l t reasures 
and the l i f e - w o r k o f a soul w h o loves his coun t ry . 

" H o w is i t , and w h a t happened to the Fe leky 
l i b r a r y ? " I asked m a n y t imes a f t e r October, 1930. 
" I s i t s t i l l i n existence, i sn ' t the w i d o w forced t o 
sacr i f ice t h i s i m p o r t a n t c u l t u r a l and h i s t o r i ca l t r ea 
sure o f the H u n g a r i a n s t o the cares o f l i f e and i t s 
d a i l y existence, to dissolve or auc t ion i t ? " 

I d i d not dare to w r i t e to the w i d o w ; I was a f r a i d 
o f the r ea l i t y . H o w e v e r I recent ly me t M m e . G .—, 
Charles Feleky 's sister, w h o lives i n Budapest . 

" W h a t news is the re o f the l i b r a r y , " was m y 
f i r s t quest ion. 

" I don ' t k n o w . I haven ' t received any le t ters f r o m 
A n t o i n e t t e f o r m a n y years" . 

I persuaded her to w r i t e aga in , i n the hope o f 
r ece iv ing an answer- I t came. The w i d o w w r o t e . 
T h e l i b r a r y is s t i l l pe r fec t ly and w h o l l y i n existence 
bu t f o r how long, God only knows . M r s . Fe leky is 
s t r u g g l i n g and s u f f e r i n g , bu t she is h o l d i n g onto the 
l i t t l e three r o o m a p a r t m e n t i n N e w Y o r k and i n i t the 
ever las t ing m e m o r y o f a H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t . 

I t is ever las t ing w h i l e i t is together . B u t w h a t 
w i l l happen w h e n they begin t o t ake i t apa r t ? I t is 
feared t h a t t h i s w i l l be i t s end. 
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C H A R L E S F E L E K Y 
PORTRAIT BY MENYHERT LENGYEL 

W e could no t consider N e w Y o r k w i t h i t s seven 
m i l l i o n i nhab i t an t s a smal l c i ty . I t is an ocean o f 
humans, s t range waves r o l l i n g t h r o u g h i t . W h o knows 
the o ther one here? W h o cares f o r the other one? 
Sometimes f o r weeks I don ' t see a f a m i l i a r face. S t i l l , 
i f I w a l k w i t h Char l i e Fe leky on B r o a d w a y or on the 
dash ing mobbed F i f t h Avenue , a t every step we hear 
" H e l l o , C h a r l i e " . F r i e n d l y faces smile at us, and 
people stop to shake hands or exchange a f e w f r i e n d l y 
w o r d s w i t h Cha r l i e . 

E v e r y b o d y knows Char l ie , and everybody l ikes 
h i m . 

I don ' t k n o w how m a n y thousand thea t r i ca l 
w o r k e r s , w r i t e r s , d i rec tors , actors, pa in te r s and p ro 
ducers l ive i n N e w Y o r k , bu t I k n o w there are v e r y 
f e w o f t h e m w h o do not k n o w about Feleky. B u t he 
also k n o w s e v e r y t h i n g about everybody. 

Fe leky is the great fable te l ler , i n t h i s grea t c i t y 
w i t h o u t fables. 

A b o u t people, facts, t h i n g s i n general , about 
theatres, stories behind the foo t l igh t s , f r o m the past 
and present, Fe leky knows e v e r y t h i n g . A n d he does 
not on ly k n o w w h a t is on the surface o f the people, 
b u t i f he looks at somebody over his eyeglasses, he sees 
even the th ings t ha t l ie behind the surface. He is a 
marve lous observer, and he has a t a len t to remember 
t h ings . H e is a ve ry educated and v e r y s m a r t man . 
W i t h these ta lents o f his he renders unest imable service 
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t o the cause of the A m e r i c a n - H u n g a r i a n s . Fe leky 
is one o f the managers o f the Palace Thea t re . H e is 
a ve ry i m p o r t a n t m a n i n th i s g rea t t h e a t r i c a l enter
pr ise , w h i c h has about 80 theatres t h r o u g h o u t the 
coun t ry . H e is the most i n t i m a t e f r i e n d o f the p re 
sident and founder o f th i s enterpr ise , M a r t i n Beck, 
w i t h w h o m he s ta r ted out s imul taneously on his career, 
Fe leky d i d no t save money. H e saved someth ing w h i c h 
w i l l l i ve as l ong as the H u n g a r i a n na t i on l ives. Fe leky 
collected documents about the ac t iv i t i e s o f the H u n 
gar ians i n the U n i t e d States o f A m e r i c a , f r o m the 
t i m e they f i r s t came over. W h a t e v e r the H u n g a r i a n 
a r t , music, l i t e r a tu r e , p a i n t i n g , i n d u s t r y , commerce, 
produced i n A m e r i c a , these books, these documents, 
can be found i n Feleky 's col lect ion. Fe leky possesses 
a l l the E n g l i s h and A m e r i c a n books, i n w h i c h the re 
is a reference to H u n g a r y f r o m the oldest t i m e s ; m a p s ; 
and the w o r k s o f H u n g a r i a n au thors t r ans la ted i n t o 
E n g l i s h . A l l these are indexed w i t h the conscientious
ness and w i d e knowledge o f a scient is t . 

H u n g a r y does not k n o w w h a t Charles Fe leky d i d 
f o r her. 

T h i s perfect col lect ion is the resul t o f 35 years 
o f h a r d w o r k . I t is a t reasure o f w h i c h every H u n 
g a r i a n can be p roud . 

I dare say, t h a t Fe leky is the only wise m a n i n 
N e w Y o r k w h o was not swept o f f h is feet by the un
heard o f business wave, w h i c h got hold o f everybody 
here. H e l ives his o w n r i c h i n n e r l i f e . H e sees 
e v e r y t h i n g and observes e v e r y t h i n g , and he spends his 
spare t i m e f o r noble ac t iv i t i es . 

F e w people k n o w as m u c h as he does about l i t e r a 
t u r e and a r t , and f e w people unders tand the secrets 

of t he thea t re a r t more t h a n he does. H e is a g rea t 
enthusiast . H e can g rea t ly d i sda in . A n d he has 
another t r a i t ; he is a v e r y good man . H e is ready 
any t i m e to help, to patronise , to g ive i n f o r m a t i o n , to 
suppor t , and takes p a r t i n H u n g a r i a n a f f a i r s w i t h his 
whole hear t . 

I k n o w I w i l l annoy h i m and i t w i l l be disagreable 
to h i m t h a t I w r o t e these t h i n g about h i m , b u t t h i s 
is the t r u t h . . . 

M a g y a r o k A m e r i k á b a n 
S z í n h á z i É le t , 1921. 
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OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE ACTOR'S EQUITY 
ASSOCIATION. NOV. 1930. 

ON THE PASSING OF CHARLES FELEKY 
By EDWIN MlLTON ROYLE 

( E d i t o r ' s N o t e : The f o l l o w i n g is the address 
w h i c h M r . Royle, Shepherd o f the Lambs , de l iv
ered at the f u n e r a l o f Charles Fe leky, a t Camp
bell 's F u n e r a l Church , on October 6 th , under the 
t i t l e " Commencement ." I t is p r i n t e d as the resul t 
o f request to M r . Royle f o r i t s perpe tua t ion . ) 

A l l o f us speculate on the mean ing o f l i f e and 
the m y s t e r y o f death . F ranc i s Thompson , as he was 
d y i n g , s a i d : " W e are b o r n i n another 's p a i n and per i sh 
i n ou r o w n . " The rep ly t o t h a t despa i r ing c r y m i g h t 
b e : " I t is not a l l o f l i f e to l ive , no r a l l o f death to d ie ." 

A H a r v a r d as t ronomer has recent ly announced 
tha t , " W e are a col loidal aggrega t ion , paren the t ica l 
to the N t h degree." 

Shakespeare said w i t h more s i m p l i c i t y ; " W e are 
such s t u f f as dreams are made of, and our l i t t l e l i f e 
is rounded w i t h a sleep." 

E d w i n Boo th once said to me t h a t his r e l i g i o n was 
comprised i n the lines o f H a m l e t : " T h e r e is a special 
providence i n the f a l l o f a spa r row. I f i t be now, 
' t i s no t to come; i f i t be no t to come, i t w i l l be n o w ; i f 
i t be no t now, ye t i t w i l l come: the readiness is a l l . 
Since no m a n knows augh t o f w h a t he leaves, w h a t 
i s ' t to leave betimes? L e t be! L e t be!" 

Speaking o f myself , and f o r no one else, m a y I 
say t h a t death seems to me as m u c h a p a r t o f l i f e as 
b i r t h , and no more lamentable. W e f i n i s h w i t h the 
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G r a m m a r School, we r i g h t l y cal l i t Commencement . 
W e f i n i s h H i g h School, we ca l l i t — Commencement . 
W e complete and end a U n i v e r s i t y career. W e cal l 
t h a t Commencement . W e gradua te f r o m th i s expe
rience we cal l L i f e - Dea th is our Commencement. 
Dea th is the open door to t h a t progress ion w h i c h never 
ends, bu t w h i c h leads us to t h a t state where " W e shal l 
k n o w even as we are k n o w n . " 

W h a t do we k n o w o f t h i s our f r i e n d and pal w h o 
has g radua ted before us? t h i s m a n w h o devoted h i m 
self to knowledge. 

The Greeks con t i nua l l y c r i e d : " K n o w t h y s e l f ! " 
H o w can t h a t be here and now? A m i e l , the Swiss 
poet and phi losopher , has t o l d us i n his famous J o u r n a l 
t h a t in t rospec t ion , se l f -examinat ion , on ly made h i m 
self-conscious and se l f -c r i t i ca l , and s t u l t i f i e d his crea
t i v e facul t ies . M a n y have a t t empted , or pretended to 
g ive us a se l f - revelat ion, bu t even the e f f o r t to be 
sincere has been a pose, an a f fec ta t ion , as i n the case 
o f Rousseau, M a r i e B a s h k i r t s c h e f f and others. 

Yes, we do k n o w some t h i n g s about our f r i e n d 
and comrade who lies here now i n holy silence. 

I have met m a n y men of m a n y minds , i n m a n y 
lands and m a n y t imes , bu t never have I met a m a n 
so u t t e r l y and completely Simple . He was w i t h o u t 
pose or pretence, w i t h o u t side or ego, and as k i n d 
and gentle as he was s imple , and as modest as he was 
a l l these. 

M a t t h e w A r n o l d invented a phrase w h i c h has been 
r id i cu led by some shal low m i n d s : "Sweetness and 
L i g h t . " I t covers ou r f r i e n d l i ke a ga rmen t . L i g h t 
is such a marvelous t h i n g . W e measure the distance 
o f the stars by i t . W e c a r r y a t i n y candle i n t o a pest 
hole. W e let the l i g h t i n on a darkened m i n d . 

T h i s m a n was w a r m t h and l i g h t . 
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H e d i d not t e l l us so, bu t we k n o w t h a t Char l i e 
was an accomplished mus ic ian , and t h a t he t a u g h t 
some o f ou r best d i rec tors and composers, t h a t he was 
a loved and honored member o f T h e Bohemians , an 
i nne r c i rc le o f a r t i s t s . W e k n o w t h a t be ing an a r t i s t 
a t hea r t he f u l f i l l e d a l l the funct ions of a business m a n 
w i t h devot ion, honesty, and great a b i l i t y ; t h a t he was 
w i t h one f i r m a lmost a l l h is l i f e , a t r i b u t e to the f i r m 
and t o t h e i r representative- W e k n o w t h a t th i s service 
developed i n t o a l i f e - long f r i endsh ip between h imse l f 
and h is chief, M r . M a r t i n Beck. 

B u t i f we do not k n o w ourselves, how can we 
k n o w each o ther? I had k n o w n Char l i e f o r m a n y 
years and had a deep a f fec t ion f o r h i m . T o the day 
of his death he a lways called me, " E d d i e " , w i t h t h a t 
d e l i g h t f u l t race o f a f o r e i g n accent w h i c h , t h a n k Heaven 
he never lost, b u t I d i d not k n o w h i m u n t i l I saw h i m 
i n his o w n home, on a sick bed, pale and weak and 
d y i n g . I had k n o w n t h a t he was a w i d e l y read man , 
of obvious cu l tu re , bu t I d i d no t k n o w t h a t his home 
had no wa l l s b u t books, books everywere , i n every 
room, f r o m f l oo r to ce i l ing . I d i d no t k n o w t h a t he was 
a scholar o f inexhaust ib le patience and energy, t ha t he 
had spent his l i f e on a colossal w o r k whose purpose 
was to reveal t o the w o r l d his beloved na t ive land, 
H u n g a r y . T h i n k o f the r ead ing f o r th i s M a g n u m 
Opus!— the notes, the research! I n a l i f e busy and 
useful i n i t s devot ion to the thea t re— when d i d he 
f i n d t i m e to do his labor o f love? H o w d i d he do a l l 
he accomplished? 

T h a t too I k n o w f o r i t is the on ly t h i n g about h i m 
self he ever t o l d me. H e waved a p a l l i d hand t owards 
his w i f e and said: " I couldn ' t have done a n y t h i n g 
w i t h o u t her ." On ly he knew w h a t she had been to 
h i m , not on ly i n sickness and i n heal th , w h i c h is 
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a t h i n g too sacred t o d w e l l on, bu t as i n s p i r a t i o n , 
c r i t i c , co-laborer, fo r , as y o u p robab ly k n o w , M r s . 
Fe leky is a d i s t inguished scholar, teacher, au thor , and 
a u t h o r i t y on psychology. 

I k n o w too t h a t he had a g rea t love f o r The Lambs , 
Where he came f o r rest and r e l axa t ion , and f o r com
m u n i o n w i t h his pals. M r s . Fe leky said to m e : " N e x t 
t o me, he loved the Lambs . " I hope we m a y be w o r t h y 
o f tha t . He said to m e : "The Lambs is m y other home; 
I cou ldn ' t get a long w i t h o u t i t . " He added, w i t h a 
smile, t h a t he was g o i n g to get w e l l i n o rder to get back 
and beat Dave W a r f i e l d a t pinochle. H e a lways ate at 
the r o u n d table i n the G r i l l Room, where he w o u l d 
meet most of the boys at any one t i m e . There , as 
everywhere , he d i f fused "Sweetness and L i g h t . " 

I n these m y c los ing words I have t r i e d to realize 
h i m f o r myse l f and f o r y o u : — 

A r a y of l i g h t comes to us f r o m afar , 
A n d makes no noise to he ra ld i t s approach,. 
B u t s i lent moves and l ives, and s i lent speaks 
The l i v i n g w o r d a m i d the b la tan t s t r i f e , 
A n d cruel t ies o f l i f e : 
G i v i n g unasked again and yet again , 
U n t i l i t sl ips back in to silence whence 
I t came. 
L i v i n g in a l l t ha t l ives, to be 
The s i lent symbol of e t e rn i t y . 
So are these s i lent souls w n o b r i n g to l i f e 
I t s unseen blessings, gentleness and w a r m t h , 
A n d k indl iness w i t h o u t the o u t w a r d show. 
W h o bless by l i v i n g and by l i v i n g bless. 
So we are s i lent too w h e n we w o u l d lay 
O u r l o v i n g t r i b u t e at his feet t h i s day. 
Fa r ewe l l , dear f r i e n d ! W e ' l l hope to meet again . 
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TRANSLATED FROM THE HUNGARIAN. 

From "Szabadság," a Hungarian 
daily published in Cleveland. 
October 6th., 1930 

CHARLES FELEKY IS DEAD 
The H u n g a r i a n s of A m e r i c a have sustained an 

i r r epa rab l e loss w i t h the death of Charles Feleky, 
one o f the most ou t s t and ing personal i t ies of the H u n 
ga r i an -Amer i cans , the popu la r Charles Feleky o f the 
A m e r i c a n t hea t r i ca l w o r l d , an excellent music ian , w e l l -
k n o w n scholar and book collector, the l i b r a r y of w h o m 
was peerless i n the whole w o r l d . H e died i n his N e w 
Y o r k a p a r t m e n t w h i c h is so m u c h l ike a museum. 

Charles Fe leky spent f o r t y years i n N e w Y o r k . I n 
the b e g i n n i n g he ma in t a ined close connections w i t h the 
H u n g a r i a n s o f his c i t y . H e was the leader of the H u n 
g a r i a n " S i n g v e r e i n " and he was the coach o f t he i r 
ama teu r thea t r ica ls . H e was responsible f o r the f i r s t 
pe r fo rmance o f " H e r o Johann" , i n w h i c h I lona T h u r y 
made her debut i n the role o f the w i t c h . The great 
success w h i c h at tended the performance and w h i c h en
couraged the founda t ion o f professional M a g y a r the
atres i n A m e r i c a was due to Feleky 's e f fo r t s . H e was 
then a w e l l - k n o w n f i g u r e i n the t hea t r i ca l l i f e o f A m e 
rica- A s the leader o f E r l ange r ' s orchestra he had been 
t o u r i n g the c o u n t r y f c r years w i t h the spectacular 
me lodrama " B e n H u r , " and as such came to Cleveland 
where he was the guest o f T i h a m é r K o h a n y i and H e n r y 
Baracs. L a t e r he became the manager o f the Orpheum 
C i r c u i t , M a r t i n Beck's u n d e r t a k i n g , and when Beck 
sold h is vaudevi l le interests to the Ke i th s , he became 
the manager o f the new M a r t i n Beck Theat re . I n 
the t hea t r i c a l l i f e o f A m e r i c a "Char l ey" , as the mem
bers o f the Lamb ' s Club called h i m , was a ve ry popula r 
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m a n . Char ley was r ead i ly at the disposal o f every one. 
One could enter h is hospi table home w i t h o u t k n o c k i n g 
at the door and there he showed the v i s i t o r s his i n 
valuable Kossu th rel ics and books. 

Th i s l i b r a r y was his a l l . I t was 35 years ago 
t h a t he began to collect the Hungar i canas — E n g l i s h -
language books about H u n g a r y or r e f e r i n g to H u n g a r y . 
T h i s col lect ion is unique i n the en t i r e w o r l d and there 
is n o t h i n g l ike i t . I t consists o f m a n y thousands o f 
volumes and not one book is m i s s i n g t h a t has a n y t h i n g 
to do w i t h H u n g a r y . Charles Feleky, w h o f o r m a n y 
years spent a l l his revenue and free t i m e on th i s l i b 
r a r y , supplemented i t w i t h a b ib l i og raphy , w h i c h exists 
i n manusc r ip t , and comprises nineteen volumes. A s 
most scholars, he was a modest m a n . 

V i l m o s F r a k n o y , the scholar ly bishop, wen t to see 
Feleky, spent m a n y days i n his l i b r a r y , w r o t e a s tudy 
of his ac t iv i t ies and promised h i m to p r e v a i l upon the 
Academy to pub l i sh his M S S . V i l m o s F r a k n o y died 
and the invaluable manusc r ip t , w h i c h has lost i t s 
au thor is s t i l l unpubl ished. H e spent a l l his l i f e and 
wea l t h i n the service o f H u n g a r i a n sc ient i f ic research-
Feleky remained f ana t i ca l ly at tached to his coun t ry . 
He was passionate i n the p ropaga t ion of the H u n g a r i a n 
cause a m o n g his A m e r i c a n f r i ends and he called the 
a t t en t ion o f the thea t r i ca l w o r l d to the H u n g a r i a n 
talents . 

He was a grea t man , a noble-hearted and p u r i t a n i c 
H u n g a r i a n , a valuable man and his death is a grea t 
loss to A m e r i c a , H u n g a r y and the H u n g a r i a n - A m e r 
icans. 

H i s l i b r a r y is a regu la r museum, h is col lect ion o f 
pamphle ts and o f r a r e au tograms are treasures. E v e r y 
H u n g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n mus t be conscious of our loss 
and should pay homage to his memory . 
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TRANSLATED FROM THE HUNGARIAN. 

"Az Ember," a Hungarian Weekly 
Published in New York 
October 11th, 1930 

C H A R L E S F E L E K Y 
Charles Feleky, w h o died i n N e w Y o r k last Sat

urday , was act ive i n th i s c i t y f o r the last f o r t y years. 
He was s i x t y - t w o o f age. A l t h o u g h f o r m a n y years 
Charles Feleky has not t aken p a r t i n the a f f a i r s of 
the A m e r i c a n - H u n g a r i a n s , ye t he could never dissociate 
h imse l f f r o m H u n g a r y . I n B r o a d w a y , i n N e w Y o r k ' s 
thea t r i ca l l i f e , he occupied an i m p o r t a n t pos i t ion and 
u n t i l the end he stood a t the head o f the M a r t i n Beck 
Theat re . Managers , producers, famous actors and 
actresses lavished t h e i r a f fec t ion on Feleky, a f i r s t -
class exper t o f the A m e r i c a n stage. H e was a c redi t 
to H u n g a r y , fo r , a l though he was k n o w n i n his f i e ld 
as an A m e r i c a n , he was never ashamed of his ardent 
ove of his nat ive land. 

Charles Fe leky was an unusual man , h i g h l y edu
cated, an exper t research-worker . C o m i n g home f r o m 
the theat re , he sat d o w n to his desk and devoted many 
hours to the s tudy of books and o r i g i n a l documents. 
Charles Feleky 's marve lous ly r i c h l i b r a r y has not i ts 
equal a n y w h e r e i n the w o r l d . He dedicated an i n 
dus t r ious and r i c h l i f e to the accumula t ion of a l l E n g 
l ish-language m a t e r i a l o f H u n g a r y . W i t h the passion 
of the a n t i q u a r i a n he acquired f o r his l i b r a r y a l l scien
t i f i c and l i t e r a r y w o r k s , books and newspaper ar t ic les 
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published i n E n g l i s h i n A m e r i c a or i n E n g l a n d . He 
was a scholar ly b i b l i o p h i l o f the E n g l i s h language 
l i t e r a t u r e o f the H u n g a r i a n n a t i o n , and specialist of 
Kossu th relics- He had t reasures i n h is l i b r a r y and 
i n his collections. Charles Feleky 's estate represents 
inest imable value, the resul t o f the devoted w o r k of 
a sainted m a n . 

Those w h o saw Charles Fe leky among his books, 
as he s tudied and catalogued t hem, as he caressed t h e m 
w i t h tender care, those w h o saw h i m i n his r e t i r emen t 
of the r e a l m of his books, w i l l never f o r g e t t h i s grea t 
old m a n . Deeply moved, w e t ake leave o f Charles 
Feleky, t h a n no bet ter and no more valuable man ever 
l ived i n A m e r i c a . E v e n t hough he l ived a r e t i r e d l i f e 
and took no act ive p a r t i n H u n g a r i a n publ ic l i f e , a l l 
his in teres t was i n H u n g a r i a n s and he fo l lowed the 
course o f events i n his old c o u n t r y w i t h as m u c h at
ten t ion as he d i d t h a t o f the H u n g a r i a n s i n A m e r i c a . 
H e was g lad to k n o w of the success o f H u n g a r i a n s 
and i n his f i e l d he d i d a l l he could to help H u n g a r i a n s . 
H e wan ted to help every one and no one ever appealed 
t o his m a g n a n i m i t y i n v a i n . H i s door was open to 
everybody, p a r t i c u l a r l y to his c o u n t r y m e n . A pure 
and noble-minded H u n g a r i a n le f t t h i s w o r l d , b u t his 
memory w i l l abide among us. W e feel deeply the grea t 
loss w h i c h befell a l l of us w i t h his death. 

C H A R L E S F E L E K Y — A T R I B U T E 
by 

THE AMER1KAI MAGYAR NEPSZAVA 
an A m e r i c a n H u n g a r i a n D a i l y 

W h e n we enter the w o r l d we b r i n g n o t h i n g w i t h 
s, w h e n l eav ing i t w e take n o t h i n g away . I n t h i s 
aspect a l l men are equal. The acid test o f one's t r u e 

tvorth is i n w h a t one leaves to pos te r i ty w h e n m a k i n g 
Jhe f i n a l ex i t . A m a n cannot be t r u l y j u d g e d d u r i n g his 

e, because his good deeds o f today he may destroy 
l o r r o w . B u t w h e n " f i n i s " is w r i t t e n to his last chap

ter, t hen and on ly t h e n can w e t r u l y appraise h i m . 
Charles Feleky, the i m m i g r a n t A m e r i c a n - H u n -

karian, was a successful man . H i s i n s p i r i n g w o r k i n 
|he t h e a t r i c a l w o r l d ga ined h i m the applause and ad
mira t ion o f his profess ional co-workers as w e l l as the 

(u< iences. H i s successes w i t h the mus ica l spectacle 
B m H u r , " his w o r k as d i r ec to r o f the M a r t i n Beck 

at re and s i m i l a r accomplishments are a m a t t e r o f 
heatrical h i s to ry . H i s real w o r k , however , was accom-

IH hed i n the hours he spent unsel f i sh ly i n sc ient i f ic 
esearch. 

Jov ia l , modest, Charles Feleky assisted by his 
luict, unassuming w i f e , w h o is herself a noted educator 
Wd psychologist , gave h imse l f u n s t i n t i n g l y to a most 
r - i i s e w o r t h y task, f o r w h i c h pos t e r i ty w i l l ever re-
V m b e r and bless h i m . He to i l ed w i t h a passion b o r n o f 
lis love f o r H u n g a r y , the c o u n t r y o f his b i r t h and 
America, the l and o f his choice. H i s labor ious task 

Iielded a r i c h col lect ion o f r a r e treasures, books, 
amphlets, publ ica t ions and ar t ic les dea l ing w i t h cu l -
J r a l , po l i t i c a l , social and sc ient i f ic subjects r e l a t i n g to 
[Hungary and H u n g a r i a n s . 
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The priceless Fe leky col lect ion w i l l do more to 
fo rge an unbreakable l i n k between the M a g y a r c iv i l i za 
t i o n and the g rea t E n g l i s h speaking peoples, t h a n any I 
other k n o w n force .His compa t r io t s have good reason to 
honor his m e m o r y and long remember the b r i l l i a n t , 
p a t r i o t and humanis t , Charles Feleky. 
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