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DILLINGHAM, WILLIAM PAUL (Dec,

=Ty 12, 1923), lawyer and statesman,
was the son of Paul Dillingham, a lawyer by pro-
fession and prominent in the pol

5 of the state,
and his second wife, Julia Carpenter. He w
born at Waterbury, Vt., whither his ;-:ramif.nh
had moved from Massachusetts in 1805, :mcnde
the local common schools, Newbury Sv

and Kimball Union Academy, and lhen

to Milwaukee, Wis., where he studied law g’ 1e
office of his brother-in-law, Matthew e
ter [q.e.]. Two years later he retu

fat!m, then governor of the sta
stance favored young Dillingha
political life, His first public o
secretary of civil and military affai
he was appointed in 1866, K);Z

state's attorney of shi
reclected for a secon
from 1876 to 1884
state legislature,
lican nomination

on County, anrl was
ng the pcrmd
d_four terms in the
eteived the Repub-
or and was elected
given to a candidate
me. On Oct. 18, 1900,
he was electeq(to the Qimi States Senate to fill

¢ ¢ the death of Justin S, Mor-
e¢lected by the legislature in
by popular vote in 1914 and

principle ol 1on restriction.
elected to this Committee shortly after

enator Proctor, who asked to be re-
ed of his dutics on it. At llll.' next session of

to 19: 1, lhouuh he mntmuvrl to hc a member nll i

the time of his death. In 1907 Congress author-
ized the appointment of a special immigration
commission, composed of three members from
the Senate, three from the House, and three 1o
be appointed by the President, to make a study of
the problem and to submit recommendations con-
cerning it. Dillingham was appointed one of the
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Dillingham
three members from the Senate, and, when the
commission effected its organization, was choser, -
as its chairman. The commission devoted over
two years to a thorough investigation of foreigy
immigration in all its aspects, and its report ex.
tending through forty-one volumes is the mo
complete and exhaustive survey of the suliject
ever made.

In June 1913 Dillingham introduced a bhill pro.
posing that the annual amount of immigration for
cach nationality be limited to ten per cent ¢
those of that national already in the Unitel
States. The adaption of the m
marked a departure from the imigration
of the pust. The outhrenk of the Waorld
however, and the almost complete sns {
foreign immigration removed b
diate Jegislation upon the suby
the war the country was in
nationalism amnd Congrress was ny

bill introduced by Senator Dilli
ber 1920, embodying the quota yr
striction, passed Congre: ﬂ
pocket veto of President
session the Sena\
House, while favor

restriction, had p
total suspension
year pending a mo)

wh study of the prob-
the Dillingham me:

sure were acepted conference between the
two houses$ cn:lg);d into law. This act. ap-
proved

in comn

¢/amount of annual immigration
it of those of that nationality al-
country. It was avowedly a tem-
ure, but its essential features were

ation policy to the present time (1930).
Rillingham was marricd on Dec. 24, 1874, to
ary Ellen Shipman. He died at Montpelier,
from complications following an operation.

Vermonter published articles relating to the
life and career of Dillingham in the following issues:
vol. VI, pp. 5 Nov, 1g00), vol. VIIL, p. 132 (Nov.
1goz), vol. Xﬂ?\ pp. 20-23 (Feb. 1924). Consider-
able material relating to his ruhhc career and his can-
didncy for office is scattered through the fles of the
Burlington Free Press, and the several issues following
his death on July 12, 1923, contain considerable bio-
graphical material and personal reminiscences. A Te-

! port of the Senate Committee on Immigration, printed
as Semate Report No. 17, 67 Cong., 1 Sess., gives a full
account of the history of the Dillingham immigration
bill and the evolution of the policy of immigration re
striction which he championed. A speech of Dilling-
ham's published in the Cong, Record, 64 Cong., 1 Sess,,
pp. 12,76g-77 is a good source of information for his
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