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The assassination of King Al­
exander of Serbia and Queen 
Draga was a particularly atro­
cious job of work in a coun­
try that had had enough prac­
tice at regicide to have done 
better. After dancing the kola 
and getting stoned on klevo-
vacha, a mob of soldiers in­
vaded the Konafe. Thereupon 
they shot, hacked and stomped 
the royal couple, and flung 
them still alive out of a Konafe 
window. (This was an Obreno-
vich Alexander, not to be con­
fused with the two Alexanders 
of the Karageorgevich dynasty, 
one of whom was also assas­
sinated.) 

The year is 1903, the thresh­
old of the Balkan War and the 
incredible intrigue leading to the 
climactic assassination at Sara­
jevo. Marie Fagvas„ widow of 
the playwright Ladislaus Bush-
Fekete, is deeply into Balkan 
trivia and the Serbian mys­
tique that helped to set off 
World War I, and she has tucked 
into this mess of monarchic pol­
itics the unhappy love story of 
Alexander and Draga—a kind 
of mini-Mayerling. The novel 
hinges on 24 hours in the life 
of one of the plotters; every 
conspiratorial moment counts. 
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