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The most engrossing 
novel I have read since 
The Day of the Jackal. 
No author I know could 
evoke so vividly 
the strange 
wild spirit of 
the Balkans 
in the days of 
kings and 
courtesans. 
- H E L E N 

Si 
o f uime 

By M. F A 6 Y A S 
Author of The DeviVs Lieutenant 
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"The secret of good historical fiction is 
part the choice of an exciting, intrigue-
ridden period, as M. Fagyas illustrates 
in this fascinating novel alxmt the assas­
sination of Serbia's King Alexander and 
his peasant-bom Queen Draga, set in the 
pre-World War I Balkans." 

— Kirkus Reviews 
"M. Fagyas has turned the sophisti­
cated and compelling thriller into an 
art form." —DAVID H ALBERSTAM, author 
of The Best and the Brightest 

"A taut, exciting historical novel... well-
researched and compelling." 

— Library Journal 
'Even more vividly than in The Devil's 
Lieutenant, Ms. Fagyas has utilized 
her extraordinary talents to weave a 
fascinating story of royal skulduggery 
and the violent vicissitudes of Balkan 
life at the turn of the century." 

— J OSEPH L. M A N K I E W I C Z 
"Ms. Fagyas writes superbly and sus-
pensefully, and she brought a footnote 
of history excitingly alive for me." 

— FRED MUSTARD STEWART 
"Should appeal to the Nicholas and 
Alexandra audience." 

— Publishers Weekly 
Just Published $7.95 from your bookseller 

G . P . P U T N A M ' S S O N S 
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