
Pope Pius Involved 
in Anti-Hitler Plot, 
Historians Told 
San F r a n c i s c o , Dec . 31 MPD — 

W i t h r e p o r t s c i r c u l a t i n g t h a t 
Pope P a u l V I is deep l y i n v o l v e d 
i n c u r r e n t peace moves , 
h i s t o r i a n s m e e t i n g he r e 
y e s t e r d a y h e a r d a n i n t r i g u i n g 
t a l e o f a n e a r l i e r Pope ' s c l oak -
a n d - d a g g e r r o l e i n a n 
unsuccess fu l p l o t t o over throw-
H i t l e r be fore W o r l d W a r I I . 

P o p e P i u s X I I w a s s e c r e j i y 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e i n t r i g u e 
i n v o l v i n g a f ew G e r m a n 
m i l i t a r y l eaders l a t e i n 1939_and 
e a r l y i n 1940, a c c o r d i n g l o P ro f , 
" " i r o l d C. D e u t s c h of t h e (Hai 
um r^nVersT ly~oTT l inheso ta . He t o l d 
a m e e t i n g of t h e A m e r i c a n 
H i s t o r i c a l Association* 7 ' t h a t fie" 
h a d assembTetTThe s t o r y f r o m 
n u m e r o u s i n t e r v i e w s w i t h abou t 
20 persons w h o k n e w s o m e t h i n g 
about i t f i r s t h a n d . 

W h e n the p lo t f a i l ed , he sa i d , 
the V a t i c a n was so conce rned 
about i t s r o l e t h a t e v e r yone 
i n v o l v e d r e c e i v ed " f e r v e n t p leas 
f r o m the H o l y See to d e s t r o y a l l 
e v i d e n c e . " 

F R A N C E W A R N E D 
D r . D e u t s c h s a i d he has 

es tab l i shed f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e 
t h a t P ius X I I p e r sona l l y adv i s ed 
F r e n c h A m b a s s a d o r t o t h e 
V a t i c a n , F r a n c o i s Char l e s -Roux , 
t h a t H i t l e r p l a n n e d a n of fens ive 
a ga ins t t h e West n e a r l y t w o 
m o n t h s be fore i t c a m e . 

T h e p l o t b y t h e G e r m a n 
m i l i t a r y m e n to o v e r t h r o w 
H i t l e r has been r e p o r t e d b y 

o t h e r h i s t o r i a n s , 
D e u t s c h has t r a c e d _ 
V a t i c a n l i n k b e t w e e n thej 
G e r m a n s a n d B r i t a i n . 

( H e s a i d a M u n i c h a t t o r n e y , 
< Jose f M u e l l e r , was used as the 

con tac t b e t w e e n the G e r m a n 
" o p p o s i t i o n " a n d the Pope . Co l . 
H a n s O s t e r a n d H a n s 
V o n d o n a n v i t w o ^ the pint 
l eaders , a sked M u e l l e r t o 
" p e r s u a d e t h e V a t i c a n t o ac t as 
i n t e r m e d i a r y w i t h t h e B r i t i s h 
g o v e r n m e n t , " D r . D e u t s c h sa i d . 

X R E P O R T * 

M u e l l e r , c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h 
t h e Pope t h r u the P o n t i f f ' s 
i n t i m a t e c o m p a n i o n , F r . R o b e r t 
L e i b e r , S.J. , t r a n s m i t t e d t h e 
G e r m a n t e r m s a n d l a t e r c a r r i e d 
b a c k f r o m the V a t i c a n t h e 
B r i t i s h r e a c t i o n — the so-ca l l ed 
X - r e p o r t , " the h i s t o r i a n s a i d . 

T h e " ' X - p a p e r , ' r e c o u n t e d t h e 
e n t i r e course o f t h e V a t i c a n 
exchanges a n d c l i m a x e d i n a 
d e s c r i p t i o n o f the B r i t i s h 
c o m m i t m e n t s , " D r . D e u t s c h 
s a i d . H e s a i d t h a t a f t e r a n 
e x h a u s t i v e s e a r c h f o r t h i s 
d o c u m e n t i n E u r o p e he l e a r n e d 
t h a t i t w a s c a p t u r e d b y the 
Naz i s i n 1944 a n d " w i l l p r o b a b l y 
n e v e r be f o u n d unless poss i b l y 
a m o n g t h e c a p t i v e m a t e r i a l i n 
W a s h i n g t o n . " 

A t a n y r a t e , s a i d D e u t s c h , t h e 
G e r m a n " o p p o s i t i o n " l eade rs ; 
d e l a y e d an a n s w e r a n d e a r l y i n . 
1940, t h e Pope " a f t e r m o n t h s o f 
r i s k a n d a n x i e t y m u s t h a v e f e l t 
h i m s e l f c o m p r o m i s e d i n the 
eyes of the w e s t e r n p o w e r s . " 

D r . D e u t s c h s a i d h is r e s e a r c h 
c o n v i n c e d h i m t h a t t h e P o n t i f f 
d e c i d ed i n m i d - M a r c h o f t h a t 
y e a r to e x t r i c a t e h i m s e l f f r o m 
t h e a f f a i r b y w a r n i n g t h e 
w e s t e r n p o w e r s t h a t a G e r m a n 
o f fens ive was c o m i n g . 
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