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uVIRGINIA AFFAIRS 
Litt le Equity Here 

By MARY LOU WERNER 
Northern Virginia has a $100,000 

encyclopedia at its fingertips, out 
can't seem to interest people in 
using i t . 

The valuable text is the fiscal 
survey conducted by a committee 
of the Northern Virginia Regional 
Planning and Economic Develop­
ment Commission. 

I t was completed last December 
after two years of work, and pub­
lished i n a series of five pamphlets 
two months ago. 

Experts say such a project nor­
mally would cost $100,000 or more, 
but Northern Virginia's b i l l has 
been only $15,000—including $10,-
000 for employment of a research 
consultant and $5,000 for pr int ing. 

The rest of the work has been 
gratis by the 25 committee mem­
bers f rom Alexandria, Ar l ington, 
Fairfax and Falls Church. 

But even the prospects of such 
bargain reading has failed to put 
the report on the best seller l ist. 
Officials in the four jurisdictions 
show l i t t l e interest, or incl ination, 
to undertake many of the recom­
mendations. 

Perhaps Laszlo C. Ecker-Rjacz, 
chairman, -pnt his finger on 
reason for this when he wrote in 
the introduct ion: 

"Some local officials are st i l l i n ­
clined to look to Richmond for 
their cues and there appears to 
hang over sections of these com­
munities an almost paralyzing 
dread of displeasing 'the State.' " 
Fiscal Inequity Cited 

State and local fiscal re lat ion­
ships rank h igh among the prob­
lems covered by the report. 

I t is no secret that Richmond 
has been shortchanging Northern 
Virginia for years. Nary a polit ical 
campaign has passed without one 
candidate—or even a l l of t h e m — 
bleating for a fairer share of 
State revenues in Northern V i r ­
ginia. There have been a few suc­
cessful advances i n this direction 
recently. 

W i t h the fiscal survey, the area 
now can cite chapter and verse 
how much more ought to be com­
ing Nor th—and less going South. 

For instance: The four Nor th ­
ern Virginia jurisdictions, repre­
senting about one-eighth of the 
State population, account for 
roughly one-sixth of the State's 
tax collections—yet receive only 
one-sixteenth in re turn . 

Three rura l counties cited i n the 
report have a combined popula­
t ion barely a four th as large as 
Northern Virginia's. Their share 
of taxes paid to the State was 
less than a twentieth of the share 
paid by Northern Virginia. Yet 
their slice of cash aid from R ich­
mond was well over hal f as 
large as that received by Northern 
Virginia. 

Certainly, I t could be expected 
that a relatively h igh income area 
like Northern Virg in ia would con­
tr ibute more to State operations 
than less prosperous sections, but 
the balance appears unduly t i l ted. 

Rura l counties, accustomed to 
having their way at the State 
Capitol, aren't going to give up 
such an advantageous arrange­
ment easily. But the fiscal sur­
vey does give Northern Virginia 
legislators something to beat their 
down-State colleagues over the 
head w i th—and i t is not impos­
sible to hope for results. 

I n 1956, the State changed its 
method of distr ibut ing certain 
school funds, which b r o u g h t 
Northern Virginia additional i n ­
come. 

I t was such a clear-cut case of 
equity that rura l legislators didn't 
have the nerve to fight the 
change. 
Litt le 'Home Rule' 

The report also discusses the 
strong grip maintained by the 
State over local government func­
tions—a system "developed dec­
ades ago w i th a view to State 
control of rura l communi­
ties." This, according to Mr. 
Ecker-Racz, "gives communities 
l i t t le scope to face their problems 
in their own way." 

But there are some problems 
that the localities can take the 
init iat ive to meet, and the fiscal 
committee hasn't shied from of­
fering advice, even at the risk of 
tramping on a few important toes. 

There have been occasions 
where two or more Northern V i r ­

ginia jurisdictions acted together 
to meet some problem like sewage 
disposal, but the report states, in 
other respecta Northern Virg inia 
"is s t i l l l i t t l e more than an aggre­
gation of small communities i n ­
different to the common needs 
and problems that bind them to­
gether and unreconciled to having 
grown into metropolitan status." 

" Intercommunity consultations 
are increasing," Mr . Ecker-Racz 
notes i n the introduct ion, "but 
such a logical step as j o in t re­
gional administrations of func­
tions which are essentially re­
gional i n character has hardly 
reached even the discussion stage." 

He further warns tha t "reluc­
tance to recognize the essential 
uni ty of the Northern Virginia re­
gion can condemn the entire area 
to the status of an aggregation of 
shopping centers and deny to i t 
the benefits of an integrated met­
ropolitan ent i ty ideally situated to 
play a leading role i n the economic 
life of V i rg in ia . " 

Facts and Figures 
The increasing burden of pro­

viding services for Northern V i r - 1 

ginia's growing population is dis­
cussed i n detail. Facts and figures 
are given, where only generaliza 
tions existed before. 

Total bonded debt i n Northern 
Virg inia amounts to $100 mi l l ion ^ 
—most of i t for schools. There has 
been some Federal aid, but the re- ~ 
port warns that this cannot be 
expected to go on forever. 

The famil iar complaint tha t the 
Federal Government ought to con­
tr ibute more to the area because 
Federal activity has brought about ^ 
so much painful growth gets l i t t le a r _ 
sympathy in the report. I t is rea- o r 

soned that Federal activity has ^ 
brought prosperity as well as prob­
lems. Release of Federal land t o ; ^ 
taxable private use is urged, i n - ' g e t 

stead of the more common hand- n d 

out-begging. 
Some k ind of increased con­

sumer tax offers the best hope of 
new revenue, i n the committee's 
opinion. 

A more fami l iar way of express­
ing this idea is a sales tax, but 
every jur isdict ion i n Northern V i r ­
ginia doesn't have author i ty to i m ­
pose a sales tax. Instead, the com­
mittee suggests a business tax h igh 
enough tha t merchants would pass 
i t on to consumers. 

This i tem is part icular ly hard 
for area officials to digest. I t a l ­
ways has been easy for some of 
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recently. 

W i t h the fiscal survey, the area 
now can cite chapter and verse 
how much more ought to be com­
ing Nor th—and less going South. 

For instance: The four Nor th ­
ern Virginia jurisdictions, repre­
senting about one-eighth of the 
State population, account for 
roughly one-sixth of the State's 
tax collections—yet receive only 
one-sixteenth i n re turn . 

Three rura l counties cited i n the 
report have a combined popula­
t ion barely a four th as large as-
Northern Virginia's. Their share 
of taxes paid to the State was 
less than a twent ieth of the share 
paid by Northern Virginia. Yet 
their slice of cash aid from R ich­
mond was well over hal f as 
large as that received by Northern 
Virginia. 

Certainly, i t could be expected 
tha t a relatively h igh income area 
like Northern Virg inia would con­
tr ibute more to State operations 
than less prosperous sections, but 
the balance appears unduly t i l ted . 

Rura l counties, accustomed to 
having their way at the State 
Capitol, aren't going to give up 
such an advantageous arrange­
ment easily. B u t the fiscal sur-

sumer tax offers the" best hope of 
new revenue, i n the committee's 
opinion. 

A more fami l iar way of express­
ing this idea is a sales tax, but 
every jur isdict ion i n Northern V i r ­
ginia doesn't have author i ty to i m ­
pose a sales tax. Instead, the com­
mittee suggests a business tax h igh 
enough tha t merchants would pass 
i t on to consumers. 

This i tem is part icularly hard 
for area officials to digest. I t a l ­
ways has been easy for some of 
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them to say "we need a sales ta: 
but the State won't pass one." 

The report points out tha t a 

them to say "we need a sales ta: 
but the State won't pass one." 

The report points out tha t a 
State sales tax would only com­
pound the existing fiscal inequity 
endured by Northern Virginia. 
W i t h such a tax, more money 
would be poured into Richmond 
from the prosperous northern cor­
ner of the State, w i t h less coming 
back. 

A business tax, such as the one 
proposed by the committee, would 
leave every dime r ight In the area 
where i t is collected. 

There are many other specific 
recommendations—some of par­
ticular use to one community or 

ner of the State, w i t h less coming 
back. 

A business tax, such as the one 
proposed by the committee, would 
leave every dime r ight In the area 
where i t is collected. 

There are many other specific 
recommendations—some of par­
ticular use to one community or 

J 

ner of the State, w i t h less coming 
back. 

A business tax, such as the one 
proposed by the committee, would 
leave every dime r ight In the area 
where i t is collected. 

There are many other specific 
recommendations—some of par­
ticular use to one community or 

ner of the State, w i t h less coming 
back. 

A business tax, such as the one 
proposed by the committee, would 
leave every dime r ight In the area 
where i t is collected. 

There are many other specific 
recommendations—some of par­
ticular use to one community or 
another, and some of benefit to 
the entire area. 

But , as the report notes, i t is 
going to take leadership to get 
some of the Ideas off the ground. 
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