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Eisenhower 
Divorce Letter 
May Still Exist 

ASKED MARSHALL'S ADVICi 
W A S H I N G T O N STAR-NEWS 

Washington, D. C, Sunday, November 25, 1973 

B y Isabelle Shetton 
Star-News Staff Writer 

A letter Gen. Dwight Eisenhower is reported to have 
written many years ago, declaring* his intention to di ­
vorce his wife, Mamie, and marry K a y Summersby, 
the British woman assigned to drive him around Lon ­
don, probably still exists. 

The fact that the World War I I supreme allied com­
mander wrote such a letter to Gen. George C . Mar ­
shal l , and that Marshal l sent a scorching reply, were 
widely rumored when Eisenhower ran for president in 
1952. But so far as is known, the episode did not appear 
in print until last week, when newspapers published 
excerpts from a new book about former President Har ­
ry Truman by Merle Miller. 

Truman told Miller, the author wrote in his book, 
" P l a i n Speaking," that he had "destroyed" the letters. 

But retired Maj. Gen. Har ry Vaughan, Truman ' s 
longtime military aide at the White House, comment­
ing on the book insisted yesterday that Truman did not 
destroy the letters, but sent them to Gen. Marsha l l fbr 
lily personal hies. 

" I t ' s t rue ( that the l e t te rs e x i s t ) . I saw t h e m , " 
Vaughan told the Star-News from his home in Alexan­
dr ia , Va . " T h e way he (Truman) told it is absolutely 
true — except that he did not have the letters destroy­
ed (as he told Mil ler ) . 

" H e got them from the Pentagon and sent them to 
Gen. Marshal l (by then retired) for his personal f i les . " 

R E C O N S T R U C T I N G the episode, Vaughan recal led: ek
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"E i senhower was commander of our forces in E u ­
rope, and he wrote Gen. Marshal l seeking advice. He 
wanted to know what getting a divorce would do to his 
career . Marshal l wrote back that that was 'the most 
stupid thing you could think of doing." ' 

T ruman , according to Mil ler, had put that much 
more harshly. Marshal l the former President sa id , 
"wrote him back a letter the like of which you never did 
see. He said that i f he . . . if Eisenhower even came 
close to doing such a thing, he'd not only bust h im out 
of the Army, he'd see to it that never for the rest of his 
life would he be able to draw a peaceful breath. H e 
said it wouldn't matter if he was in the A rmy or wasn't. 
O r even what country he was i n . " 

When Marshal l , the World War I I A rmy chief of staff 
and later secretary of State, retired from duty, he left 
his files in the Pentagon, Vaughan continued. " I n 1952, 
before the Republican convention, (Sen. Robert) Taft 
and Eisenhower were jockeying for position (far the 
presidential nomination). The Taft boys heard about 
the letters and wanted to get copies. T ruman heard 
about it. 

" H e did have the letters sent to h im from the Penta-
gon. The Taft bunch was going to use them al l over the 
country. But he didn't destroy them. He sent them to 
Gen. Marshal l with a covering note — "This should be 
in your personal files. I don't think they should be used 
for dirty po l i t ics . ' " 

" T H A T S F I R S T hand — I was there/ ' Vaughan in ­
sists . 

He assumes the letters now are at the George C . 
Marshal l Resea rch L i b r a ry at the Virg inia Mi l i tary 
Institute in Lexington, Va . , Vaughan said, "—or may-
maybe Mrs. Marshal l has them. " Marshal l died in 1959. 

The Star-News was unable to reach anyone at the 
Marshal l L i b ra ry to ascertain if the letters are there. 
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long-secret letters has astonished many of the late 
president's associates here—especially since he was 
the one chiefly responsible for keeping them a secret. 

Some also have voiced amazement at his extremely 
salty comments to Miller about several of his contem­
poraries, including Eisenhower, President Nixon, Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur and former Supreme Court Just ice 
Tom Clark. 

I n at least one instance—Truman's account of being 
snubbed by Gen. MacArthur when the president and 
his Pacif ic commander-in-chief met on Wake Island in 
the Pacific—friends think time may have played tr icks 
with the memory of the late president. 

He was 77 i n 1961-2 when veteran writer Merle Mil ler 
conducted the interviews—many of them tape recorded 
—on which his book is based. 

E V E R Y O N E A G R E E S , however , that T r u m a n ' s 
scorching comments about Nixon—whom he called one 
of "only two men in the whole history of the country 
that I can't s tand"—are vintage Truman. They al l said 
they had heard h im say much the same thing for years. 

In Mil ler 's book (scheduled for publication next Feb . 
28 by G. P. Putnam's Sons) Truman said: 

"Nixon is a shifty-eyed, goddamn l iar , and people 
know it. I can't figure out how he came so close to get­
ting elected President in 1960. They say young Kenne­
dy deserves a lot of credit for l icking him, but I just 
can't see it. I can't see how the son of a bitch even car ­
r i ed one s t a t e . " Whi le ve r i f y ing the E i s e n h o w e r -
Marshal l letters, Gen. Vaughan challenges other parts 
of the book. 

" I have known him personally and intimately for SS 
years , and 95 percent of what I read doesn't sound like 
Mr. Truman. I found a dozen inaccuracies. I ' m sure he 
didn't say what he was quoted as saying about E i s e n ­
hower, MacArthur or Tom C l a r k . " 

Vaughn also takes issue with his former boss's recol­
lection of his Wake \ «d and meeting with Gen. Macr 
Arthur—whom Truman was later" fo l i fe , cTeaung a 
major confrontation with Congress. 

As Truman told it to Miller, the two men arrived at 
Wake Island simultaneously, in separate planes, and 
for some time the two planes jockeyed in the a ir , w i th 
each man seeking to be the last to land. 

T R U M A N WON that tussle, but "a f ter we landed, 
there was a welcoming party there on the ground, but I 
looked out the window, and MacArthur wasn't there , " 
Miller quotes Truman. 

" E v e n after we stopped the engines and they opened 
up the door of the plane, the bastard still didn't show 
up. So I just sat there. I just waited. I 'd have waited 
until hell froze over if I 'd of had to. I wasn't going to 
have one of my generals embarrass the President of 
the United States. 

" F i n a l l y , the son of a bitch walked out of one of the 
buildings near the runway there. He was wearing those 
damn sunglasses of his and a shirt that was unbuttoned 
and a cap that had had a lot of hard wear. I never did 
understand . . . an old man like that and a five-star 
general to boot, why he went around dressed up like a 
19-year-old second lieutenant." 
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Says Vaughan: " H i s description of the Wake Is land 
incident is entirely in error. Nothing like he said hap­
pened. I was there. Mac Arthur and Truman were on 
friendly terms. 

"MacArthur was on the ground waiting when our 
plane landed, and he was waiting at the foot of the 
steps as Truman came down. I would remember, be­
cause I had been MacArthur 's provost marshal when 
he was stationed in Austral ia, and he turned to me and 
said, 'Hello, Ha r ry , I haven't seen you for a long 
t ime . ' " 

The two men then went over and " s a t on the beach 
together, talking, for about 40 minutes, with no one else 
around," Vaughan recal ls . 

R O B E R T Donovan, now an associate editor of the 
Los Angeles Times, who covered the Wake Is land 
meeting, agrees with Vaughan's version. 

" I don't doubt Truman told that story to Miller, be­
cause he'd been telling it for quite a whi le , " says Dono­
van, who also is working on a book about Truman's 
presidency. 

Some of Truman's former associates are unhappy 
over his unflattering comments about former Justice. 
P a r k , whom he named to the Tiighest court. 
' That nomination "was my biggest mistake , " Mil ler 

quotes Truman. "No question about it . . . That damn 
fool from Texas that I first made attorney general and 
then put on the Supreme Court. I don't know what got 
into me. He was no damn good as attorney general, 
and on the Supreme C o u r t . . . it doesn't seem possible 
but he's been even worse. He didn't make one right 
decision that I can think of." 

The statements " a r e just going to be absolutely 
hea r tb reak ing to C l a r k , " one old f r iend s a y s w i t h 
amazement. " I can't understand it. C lark wasn't just 
another appointee. He was one of Truman's poker-
playing cronies. 

" I was terribly shocked and surprised about the 
Clark quotes," says another long-time Truman inti­
mate. " I don't know who could have poisoned him on 
that. He must have been upset when C l a r k ru l ed 
against him on the steel c a s e . " 

Truman tried to have the federal government take 
over operation of the country's steel plants during a 
wartime strike, but the companies appealed to the 
courts, and a majority of the Supreme Court — includ­
ing Clark — ruled the seizure illegal. 

A N O T H E R F O R M E R colleague says he is certain 
Truman's Nixon quotes are correct. 

" I believe absolutely; I know that to be his attitude 
toward Nixon. There were a number of statements ek
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"One was when Nixon said it was clear to him that 

the tammunist effort in the United States was being 
made within the Democratic party. Oh, boy! T ruman 
was brought up in the Democratic party. That real ly 
poisoned him — that whole McCarthy period. 

" T h e sense of distrust that Mr Truman had far Mjr 
Nixon was a very deep one, and had gone back a long, 

long t ime. " 
The friend thought he also could understand T r u ­

man's bitterness toward Eisenhower, as expressed to 
Miller in these words: 

"When Eisenhower let McCarthy get away with ca l l ­
ing Gen. Marshal l a traitor, why that was one of the 
most shocking things in the history of this country. The 
trouble with Eisenhower . . . he 's just a cowareL He 
hasn't got any backbone at a l l , and he ought to be 
ashamed for what he did, but I don't think there's any 
shame in h i m . " 

The Truman associate commented: " I have to say to 
you that Gen. Eisenhower acted very badly toward M r 
Truman. Gen. Marshal l was a hero to Truman, and the 
P re s ident v e r y much resented Sen . ruoseph ) M c ­
Carthy 's calling Marshal l a traitor. T ruman denounced 
McCarthy for it, and he wanted Eisenhower to also. 

" E I S E N H O W E R started to once. He had a para­
graph supporting Marshal l in a speech, but he was 
talked into taking it out. I think that was what T r u ­
man was referring to, when he said Eisenhower was 
a coward. I think he thought it was a cowardly politi­
ca l act. I don't think he thought Eisenhower was a 
coward . " 

Fr iends suggested that T ruman was especially in ­
dignant toward Eisenhower HCfluse ne felt ne nad 
done him a great favor by removing the Eisenhower-
Marshal l correspondence at a time when it could 
have acutely embarrassed Eisenhower. 

The Nixon White House had no comment, except to 
point to the "friendly c i rcumstances" attending Nix­
on's 1969 visit to Truman, when Nixon presented the 
former president with the piano Truman used to play 
while in the White House. 

Margaret Truman Daniel, who might know some­
thing about the condition of her father's health when 
he granted Miller the interviews, refused to comment 
"unt i l I 've read the book." 

Miller, reached at his home in Brewster, N.Y., ex­
pressed both dismay and delight at the reactions to his 
book. 

He was "d i s t ressed" that anyone would question his 
quotes, or the condition of Truman when he gave them. 
Miller said. 

" M y goodness? I thought he was in fine shape when 
I talked to him. I have much of it on tape. I didn't try 
to check anything he told me. It was not my function 

to be an investigative reporter. I was working on a 13-
or 26-week television series, to be done with David Sus-
skind. My function was to keep him (Truman) happy 
until we did the television show." 

Much of his interviewing had been preliminary to 
the filming, although two pilot films had been made, 
Miller added. In the end, C B S turned down the show, 
and Miller sat with his tapes for years. " I kept think­
ing about doing a book, but I guess I was too l azy . " 

elad he waited. 
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