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subsequent a n n o u n c e m e n t t h a t the r e c o m m e n ­
d a t i o n be i g n o r e d . 

O t h e r c o n c r e t e e x a m p l e s a r e n o t n u m e r o u s , 
h o w e v e r , a n d i t seems c e r t a i n t h a t t h e m o s t 
b i t t e r c r i t i c i s m o f C o n a n t has c o m e f r o m 
s t u d e n t s a n d o t h e r s w h o oppose h i s v i e w s o n 
the p resen t W a r . H e was a v e r y e a r l y , v e r y 
a c t i v e member o f t h e C o m m i t t e e t o D e f e n d 
A m e r i c a b y A i d i n g t h e A l l i e s , a n d t e s t i f i e d 
b e f o r e t h e Senate M i l i t a r y A f f a i r s C o m m i t t e e 
i n f a v o r o f t h e B u r k e - W a d s w o r t h B i l l . H e 
has n e v e r m a d e a n y p r o v i s o t h a t a i d t o B r i t a i n 
m u s t be " s h o r t o f w a r . " A l l H a r v a r d s tuden t s 
a r e n o t o f l i k e m i n d , a n d as e a r l y as t h e f a l l 
o f 1939 the u n d e r g r a d u a t e d a i l y , t h e Harvard 
Crimson, denounced h i m as a m o n g those 
" e a r n i n g a n u n e n v i a b l e p lace i n t h e r o a d - g a n g 
t h a t is t r y i n g t o b u i l d f o r t h e U n i t e d S ta tes 
a s u p e r - h i g h w a y s t r a i g h t t o A r m a g e d d o n . . . 
T h e l o f t y p o s i t i o n s o f these m e n g i v e t h e i r 
w o r d s w e i g h t b e y o n d t h e i r w o r t h . " I n J a n u ­
a r y 1941 C o n a n t h i m s e l f i n q u i r e d : " H o w 
c a n w e g i v e a l l poss ib le a i d t o t h e c o u n ­
t r y i n t h i s h o u r o f p e r i l w i t h o u t j e o p a r d i z i n g 
u n d u l y o u r f u n d a m e n t a l m i s s i o n , w h i c h b y 
i t s v e r y n a t u r e r e q u i r e s l o n g - r a n g e p l a n n i n g ? " 

P r e s i d e n t C o n a n t w a s m a r r i e d i n A p r i l 1921 
t o G r a c e T h a y e r R i c h a r d s , t h e d a u g h t e r o f 
h i s o l d c h e m i s t r y p r o f e s s o r , a n d t h e y h a v e 
t w o c h i l d r e n : J a m e s R i c h a r d s a n d T h e o d o r e 
R i c h a r d s . H e is f a r b e t t e r v e r s e d i n l i t e r ­
a t u r e , h i s t o r y a n d e c o n o m i c s t h a n t h e a v e rage 
s c i e n t i s t ; h e e n j o y s t e n n i s , s a i l i n g , m o u n t a i n 
c l i m b i n g ; he i s n ' t v e r y f o n d o f t h e m o v i e s . 
C i g a r e t s he smokes o n l y o c cas i ona l l y , a n d 
he n e v e r d r i n k s a n y t h i n g s t r o n g e r t h a n beer . 
H i s w e l l - t a i l o r e d appea rance i s p r o b a b l y t h e 
r e s u l t o f a s t r o n g sense o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t o w a r d h i s p o s i t i o n , s ince i t is a de f i n i t e 
c h a n g e f r o m h i s c o m f o r t a b l e c h e m i s t r y days . 
H e has a n i c e w i t . O n e s t o r y a b o u i h i m te l l s 
o f t h e t i m e w h e n he w a s a g u e s t a t t h e 
S i g n e t C l u b . A p r o f e s s o r b e g a n s c o l d i n g h i m 
( i n L a t i n ) f o r h a v i n g r e c o m m e n d e d t h e e l i m ­
i n a t i o n o f t h a t l a n g u a g e as a B . A . r e q u i r e ­
m e n t . R e t o r t e d C o n a n t : " I t h o u g h t w e h a d 
c o m e t o p r a i s e t h e S i g n e t , n o t t o b u r y Caesa r . " 
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C O N N E S S , R O B E R T ( k o - n e s ' ) 1 8 6 7 ( ? ) 
— J a n . 15, 1941 A m e r i c a n a c t o r w h o w a s 
k n o w n t o thea t r e goe r s o n t w o c o n t i n e n t s f o r 
f o r t y - s i x y e a r s ; appea r ed i n severa l p i c t u r e s 
d u r i n g s i l en t film days . 
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e i g n M i n i s t e r s i n c e 1938 ; d i p l o m a t a n d 
s t a t e s m a n ; w a s firm b e l i e v e r i n c l o se 
f r i e n d s h i p b e t w e e n H u n g a r y a n d t h e A x i s ; 
t h r e w h i s c o u n t r y ' s l o t i n w i t h C e n t r a l P o w e r s 
b y s i g n i n g a n t i - C o m i n t e r n p a c t i n 1939. 
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" I c r e a t e s u b c o n s c i o u s l y o u t o f m y s o u l , " 
e x p l a i n s L a d i s l a s C z e t t e l , d e s i g n e r o f c o s t u m e s 
f o r t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n O p e r a H o u s e a n d a w e l l -
k n o w n c r e a t o r o f m o d e r n g o w n s i n t h e U n i t e d 
S ta tes , w h e n a s k e d w h e r e he ge ts h i s ideas . 
B u t i f i t is c o s t u m e s f o r t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 
t h a t h e i s d e s i g n i n g , a g r e a t d e a l o f s t u d y o f 
the h i s t o r y o f t h e p e r i o d , t h e c o u n t r y , t h e 
peop le a n d t h e c u s t o m s precedes t h e c r e a t i o n . 

M r . C z e t t e l d e s i g n e d t h e 570 c o s t u m e s u s e d 
i n V e r d i ' s The Masked Ball, w h i c h o p e n e d 
t h e 1940 t o 1941 M e t r o p o l i t a n O p e r a s eason . 
S ince he h a d rece i v ed t h e a s s i g n m e n t o n l y five 
w e e k s i n a d v a n c e he h a d t o w o r k d a y a n d 
n i g h t i n o r d e r t o c o m p l e t e t h e c o s t u m e s i n 
t i m e . A n d b e f o r e h e c o u l d b e g i n d e s i g n i n g 
i t w a s necessa ry f o r h i m t o d o some r e s e a r c h , 
f o r e v e r y i t e m i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n h a d t o be 
e n t i r e l y n e w . T h i s w a s t h e first t i m e The 
Masked Ball, w h i c h h a d n o t been d o n e a t t h e 
M e t r o p o l i t a n f o r t w e n t y - f o u r y ea r s , w a s b e i n g 
g i v e n i n i t s o r i g i n a l s e t t i n g , t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y S w e d i s h c o u r t o f K i n g G u s t a v u s I I I , 
i n s t e a d o f i n t h e u s u a l P u r i t a n B o s t o n . 

B e f o r e M r . C z e t t e l c o u l d b e g i n o n h i s as­
s i g n m e n t i t w a s necessa ry f o r h i m t o find o u t 
w h a t w a s b e i n g w o r n i n S w e d e n d u r i n g t h e 
l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . " T h e 
f a s h i o n o f t o d a y , " he has sa id , "becomes the 
c o s t u m e o f t o m o r r o w . " A n d so i t w a s the 
f a s h i o n o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y S w e d i s h 
c o u r t a n d t h e h i s t o r y a n d c u s t o m s o f t h e 
people o f t h a t c o u n t r y t h a t he h a d t o s t u d y , 
i n o r d e r t o d e s i g n t h e c o s t u m e s f o r " t o m o r ­
r o w ' s " o p e r a . 

B u t he h a d some he lp . " I n d e s i g n i n g the 
c o s t u m e s f o r The Masked Ball, I m u s t c o n ­
fess , " he sa i d , " t h a t I h a v e e n j o y e d t h e as­
s is tance o f a d i s t i n g u i s h e d c o l l a b o r a t o r — n o 
less a p e r s o n a g e t h a n t h e l a t e G u s t a v u s I I I 
o f S w e d e n ! " W h e n C z e t t e l w e n t t o t h e N e w 
Y o r k P u b l i c L i b r a r y t o d o r e s e a r c h o n the 
p e r i o d he f o u n d t h a t t h e S w e d i s h k i n g h a d 
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been a de s i gne r a n d h a d l e f t o r i g i n a l ske t ches 
o f t h e dress o f h i s day , b o t h t h a t o f t h e c o u r t 
a n d o f t h e peasants , a n d cop i e s o f these 
ske t ches w e r e a t t h e 4 2 n d S t r e e t L i b r a r y . 

M r . Cze t t e l ' s w o r k w a s n o t finished w h e n 
he h a d c o m p l e t e d h i s des i gns f o r t h e 570 cos ­
t u m e s . H e has t o be o n h a n d d u r i n g t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n o f an o p e r a t o see t h a t t h e cos ­
t u m e s a r e a l l r i g h t a n d t h a t t h e p e r f o r m e r s 
h a v e m a k e - u p a n d h a i r d r e s s e s a c c o r d i n g t o 
i n s t r u c t i o n . E v e r y change o f c o s t u m e m u s t 
h a v e h i s a p p r o v a l b e f o r e t h e a c t o r goes o n 
t h e s tage . " N o t u n t i l t h e las t change has been 
m a d e d o I b r e a t h e f r e e l y , " t h e d e s i g n e r has 
c o n f i d e d . 

B o r n i n B u d a p e s t , H u n g a r y , L a d i s l a s C z e t t e l 
h a d h a d a success fu l c a r e e r b e f o r e c o m i n g t o 
t h i s c o u n t r y i n 1936. W h e n he w a s o n l y t h r e e 
y e a r s o l d he b e g a n s k e t c h i n g . W h e n h e w a s 
five he d e s i g n e d a w e d d i n g d r e s s f o r h i s g r a n d ­
f a t h e r ' s c o o k . B y t h e t i m e he w a s 12 he w a s 
d e s i g n i n g c l o t h e s f o r h i s m o t h e r , a n d w h e n 
he w a s 15 he d i d cos tumes f o r S a r i F e d a k , 
the second M r s . M o l n a r , the g r e a t H u n g a r i a n 
o p e r e t t a s t a r . " I a l w a y s w a n t e d t o be a 
d e s i g n e r , " M r . Cze t t e l e x p l a i n s , " a n d I neve r 
h a d a ' second c h o i c e . ' " A s a l i t t l e b o y he 
d r e s s e d m a n y d o l l s i n a l l k i n d s o f f a n t a s t i c 
cos tumes . T o d a y i n th e V i e n n a S ta te L i b r a r y 
t h e r e a r e o t h e r d o l l s , 20,000 o f t h e m , each 
a b o u t a f o o t h i g h , w h i c h a r e d r e s s ed i n e x a c t 
r e p l i c a s , a c c u r a t e i n e v e r y d e t a i l , o f c o s t u m e s 
a n d dresses t h a t he has d e s i g n e d . 

H e s t u d i e d first a t t h e A c a d e m y o f A r t 
i n M u n i c h . T h e n a t t h e age o f 16 he w e n t 
t o P a r i s , w h e r e he became t h e o n l y p u p i l o f 
L e o n B a k s t , t h e f a m e d d e s i g n e r f o r t h e R u s ­
s i an B a l l e t . B a k s t i n t r o d u c e d h i m t o P o i r e t , 
w h o l a u n c h e d h i m o n h i s ca ree r . F o r 12 
y e a r s he w a s h e a d d e s i gne r o f t h e V i e n n a 
S t a t e O p e r a , a n d d u r i n g t h a t t i m e he c r e a t e d 
c o s t u m e s f o r h u n d r e d s o f g l a m o r o u s d i v a s . 
H e d e s i g n e d a lso f o r t h e M o s s - E m p i r e T h e ­
a t r i c a l C o r p o r a t i o n , t h e G a u m o n t - B r i t i s h F i l m 
C o m p a n y a n d M a x R e i n h a r d t ' s T h e a t r e s i n 

B e r l i n ^ V i e n n a , S a l z b u r g . T h e first d es i gns 
b y h i m w i d e l y s h o w n i n th e U n i t e d S ta t e s 
w e r e i n t h e film v e r s i o n o f B e r n a r d S h a w ' s 
Pygmalion, 

I n 1Q41 M r . Cze t t e l is d e s i g n i n g f o r the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n O p e r a C o m p a n y f o r t h e t h i r d 
season, a n d b y F e b r u a r y 1041 h a d done cos­
tumes f o r The Daughter of the Regiment as 
w e l l as f o r The Masked Ball. I n o r d e r t o 
w o r k i n t h i s c o u n t r y he h a d t o j o i n t h e stage 
des i gne rs ' u n i o n , a n d t o q u a l i f y f o r t h a t h a d 
t o pass a n e i g h t - h o u r e x a m i n a t i o n . P r i o r t o 
t h i s season he d i d , a m o n g o t h e r cos tumes , 
those f o r Falstaff, Thais, The Wedding of 
Figaro, a n d cos tumes f o r L o t t e L e h m a n n i n 
Der Rosenkavalier, K e r s t i n T h o r b o r g i n Tann-
hauser, G r a c e M o o r e i n Faust, J a n K i e p u r a i n 
Manon. F o r t h e A l l i e d R e l i e f B a l l o f 1940 
he des i gned cos tumes f o r M r s . E d w a r d W a r ­
b u r g , M r s . H o w a r d D i e t z , M r s . I r v i n g B e r l i n , 
M r s . G e o r g e K a u f m a n a n d o t h e r s . F o r the 
B e a u x A r t s B a l l ( 1 9 4 0 ) one o f h i s c r ea t i ons 
was a dress f o r a five-and-ten-cent s tore sales­
g i r l , a t a cost o f $7.28. 

B u t c o s t u m e d e s i g n i n g is o n l y one o f h i s 
a c t i v i t i e s . H e is a l so a n " a c e - h i g h des i gner 
o f haute couture," a n d has c r e a t e d c l o thes f o r 
m a n y p r o m i n e n t w o m e n he re a n d a b r o a d , i n ­
c l u d i n g Countess E s t e r h a z y , P r i n c e s s E l i z a b e t h 
B o u r b o n , L a d y D o r o t h y M e y n e l l , M r s . H e r b e r t 
L e h m a n , M a r l e n e D i e t r i c h , L a d y Ch i ches t e r , 
M r s . W o o d H a l i f a x a n d a n u m b e r o f o the r s . 
L a t e i n 1940 he des i gned a g r o u p o f d a y a n d 
e v e n i n g c l o thes f o r H e n r i Bende l ' s e x c l u s i v e 
5 7 t h S t r e e t spec ia l t y shop i n N e w Y o r k , a n d 
he is n o w w o r k i n g o n a n o t h e r c o l l e c t i o n f o r 
t h a t shop. I n a d d i t i o n he l e c tu r e s o n these 
t w o separate a n d d i s t i n c t phases o f d e s i g n i n g 
a t the N e w S c h o o l f o r S o c i a l Resea rch . H e 
h o l d s t h e h o n o r a r y degree o f D o c t o r o f A r t s 
f r o m the B e r l i n S t a t e A r t A c a d e m y . 

T h o u g h none o f M r . Cze t t e l ' s 20,000 V i e n ­
nese d o l l s has been s h o w n i n t h i s c o u n t r y 
des igns o f b o t h h i s cos tumes a n d h i s m o d e r n 
g o w n s have been e x h i b i t e d a t t h e M u s e u m o f 
M o d e r n A r t ( N e w Y o r k C i t y ) , a n d the A m e r ­
i c a n F e d e r a t i o n o f A r t s has e x h i b i t e d h i s 
des igns f r o m coast t o coast . 
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