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followed confirmed ‘the kids in their
kounter-kulture media-fed belief that
the uptight killér-parents were out
to get the saintly spontaneous young.
A rather too familiar scenario: gen-
erational gang war between the
“Necks” and the “Bros."

Weren't. we finished with this
years —ago? “Even if Harrisonville
was't? The anachronism of the situ-
ation immediately lends a dated, pe-

riod-piece air to Eszterhas's report

After the funeral of Charles Simpson.

on it—an air he could have avoided
either by probing a little more deeply
and retrospectively into that charade
we called “polarization” (in which
the media played master of ceremo-
nies, handing out the stereotyped
roles) or by getting a little further
into Ootney Simpson, as individual
and symptom.

Simpson was the kids' leader and
philosopher, and later, convenient-
ly, their martyr: an unstable, sensi-
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