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. ‘Ethnic Treasure

"_,'?ollowin.g hard on Jimmy Carter's unfortunate use‘

of. the phrase “ethnic purity,” for which the former

governor had the grace to apologize, President Ford

only compounded the problem in attempting to/ex-
plain it away.

“Ethnic heritage is a great treasure of this ¢ s

the President of the United States in
‘a question, “and I don’t think that Federal actio

"

! 'ment in using housing legislation to encourag!
integration of hitherto racially (or ethnu:llly) unm ed
urban areas. Put in blunter terms, what“he-ws

*promote it. It is not an ea
Im:ud and sweeping geneuhzau
; for each case where i

racial or economic integra-
tion of non-integrated , as the 1968

Act provid most if not all the other
Presidential hopef: saying pretty much the
same thing, it is discouraging to hear this
kind of pandering o racial or “ethnic” prejudices come
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groups that have poured into trus
ear! l ive centuries constitute a heritage
American should indeed be proud.

nge of America is not its dlversity'“

ands, nf sudx diverse backgrounds,
@ nation, founded on the very principle

is still far from fulmlment. it is the
goal; it constitutes the inner meaning of
fufibus Unum”; it is_what the Staiue of Libesty

is is the genius of America; and this, it seems to us,
the President of the United States should be
pphasizing at all times, and especially in this year

he Bicentennial—even in the throes of a political



