Should We Encourage a “Spirit of Ethnicity’;
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Recently, Jimmy Carter spoke on the
issue of “ethnic purity” and, just the
other evening, President Ford kept the
issue in front of us by praising our indi-
vidual ethnic heritages as . Iaar%
treasure.” If we dismiss political m

ns for the moment — if possible in
an election year — it is dismaying for
our national leaders to extol the virtues
of ethnicity. In the final accounting, is
not “ethnicity” a euphemism for “eth-
nic separation”? Should the land of the
mythical “melting pot” maintain the
spirit of ethnicity which has ultimately
led to a resurgence of polarization of
blacks, Chicanos, Jews, Italians, Irish,
et al.? Are not the problems in Boston
of recent days graphic evidence of the
dangers of just such a spirit? Politi-
cians, and others, will continue to dis-
cuss Mr, Carter's remarks at least until
November, but are they really serving
the people by concentrating on words
and not on the problem?

‘While it is true that the tumu
times of the late '60's were a res
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separation. The Black Panthers, the
militancy of the Chicanos and the Na-
tive Americans, the Jewish Defense
League, and other such groups were
not born of “ethnic treasure,” but
rather of the frustration of min

‘with the dominant ethnic “clunc
ter” of the United States which has I
s0 long inisisted that ethnic
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imm; should not
haunt him; said ethnic “char-
acter” ty” the ensuing

it have occurred. Presi-

's use of “treasure” was cer-

ircumspect choice: who can

or her instinct for treasure?

it appears that the treasure is tar-

nished and, what is potentially worse, is
being coveted for its own sake.

If we continue to encourage ethnic

fences, can we be far from agreeing
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