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Diplomat Called Insane at Time of S1

By Paul G. Edwards
‘Washington Post Staft Writer

The personality of Alfred
Erdos, a foreign service offi-

stabbed his administrative as-
sistant at the U.S. Embassy in
Equatorial Guinea last Aug.

30.

Twopuychhh‘iﬁlul.lndby

the govi t said they do
not believe Erdos was insane|
at the time of the slaying.
The testimony of the four
psychiatrists, crucial to Er-
dos’s defense of insanity, came

U.S. District Court in Alexan-

dria on a charge of murdering| Pa
| Donald J. Leahy, 47. *
The government has ac|
-\ cused Erdos, 47, of msins
Leahy in 2 homosexual attac!

tnhllda{ume,

-| Testifying
the| Erdos, who is married, has de-

nied ever engaging in a homo-

sexual act with anyone.

He said he killed Leahy
while under the delusion that|
his aide was a Communist
agent working with other
American officials and the
Fquatorial Guinean govern-
ment in a plot against him, his

j d came | fied for the detme.nix!:
in the fourth day of his trial in|

Erdos has told them the truth
about the slaying, but has
tried to cover up his motives
hyfeilulnlmhiﬁlm

Yochelson p! the
most detailed analysis of
‘Erdos and was the only one of

marriage and State
ment career to the
breakdown he said

at the time of

's

the “total emphasis was

the four to link the defend:|his i
|ant’s childhood life, four-year/norn

-| Erdos, he said, was examined

anxieties.

)Zm cited a 1956

atric examination of
Erdos by a State Department
doctor that mﬁ him to b'e

after complaining of inability|
to concentrate but then passed

oﬂ the episode as “spring|
iy

Yochelson said that Erdos’s)
'marriage and the birth of his
son made new demands on
him that he met with “an ex-
travagant” use of his defense

mechanisms—primarily atten-
tion to the minutiae of his
work.

Other witnesses have testi-
fied that Erdos was chosen for
the difficult assignment as
charge d'affaires in Equatorial
Guinea, where the govern-
ment has harassed Americans,
because of his “steady, relia-
ble record” and “unflappable

personality.”

Yochelson said that this ex-
terior calm began to collapse
in mid-August of last year,
less than four months after
Erdos had taken charge of the
embassy in Santa Isabel. At
that point, he said, the arrest
of Africans working at the em-

ence of his reports to Wash-

. | reality and not responsible for
his actions.

ington. -




