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P R E F A C E 

The history of certain areas, nations, and people has a rare 

fascination which defies comparison. Transylvania is such an area. 

A relatively small and, to most people, unknown, piece of territory, 

its mixed population seems to have experienced more than its share 

of the joys and sorrows which play on the emotions of people. 

The story of Transylvania should interest those who cherish 

the Reformation tradition, for the Lutheran and the Reformed 

churches there reach far back into the sixteenth century. Hungarian 

Calvinists and Saxon Lutherans have written an impressive chapter 

in the history of their respective traditions and together have stri­

ven for the principles of the Reformation, their common possession. 

In later years these two traditions have cooperated with the Roman 

Catholic Church in Transylvania in the interests of a western 

Christian tradition which they felt was threatened. 

Of special interest to some who will read these pages is the 

long history of friendly association of the Hungarian Reformed 

Church and other Reformed churches in Europe, particularly that 

of the Netherlands. Literally thousands of Magyar students studied 

in the Dutch universities, three thousand of them studying theology 

there in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Many of these 

students came from Transylvania and returned to their homeland 

when their studies were complete. 

Now, then, on with the story. 
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THIS IS TRANSYLVANIA 

I n m a n y p a r t s o f t he w o r l d t h e r e a re r eg ions s t a m p e d w i t h 
i d e n t i t i e s u n m i s t a k a b l y t h e i r o w n , e v e n t h o u g h t h e y a re p a r t s o f 
s o v e r e i g n s ta tes . One s u c h r e g i o n i n E u r o p e is T r a n s y l v a n i a . Pe rhaps 
a s u b t l e c o m b i n a t i o n o f h i s t o r y , p o p u l a t i o n , s p i r i t , a n d t he b e a u t y o f the 
l a n d s h a p e d T r a n s y l v a n i a i n t o a u n i q u e c o m m u n i t y w h e r e d i f f e r e n t 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s , r e l i g i o n s , a n d c u l t u r e s have l i v e d s ide b y s ide f o r c e n t u r i e s . 

C e r t a i n l y , g e o g r a p h y t o o has h e l p e d i m b u e T r a n s y l v a n i a ' s f i v e a n d 
one -ha l f m i l l i o n peop le w i t h a spec i a l c h a r a c t e r . R o u g h l y t he size o f 
P o r t u g a l , o r s l i g h t l y l a r g e r t h a n t h e S t a t e o f M a i n e , T r a n s y l v a n i a i s 
s i t u a t e d o n a h i g h p l a t e a u i n t he ea s t e rn p a r t o f t he M i d d l e D a n u b e , 
o r C a r p a t h i a n B a s i n . B a s t i o n l i k e , t he C a r p a t h i a n M o u n t a i n s ' e a s t e r n m o s t 
a n d s o u t h e r n a r c p resen t s a n a t u r a l b o r d e r t o t h e n o r t h e a s t , east, a n d 
s o u t h t h a t separates T r a n s y l v a n i a f r o m t h e p l a i n s o f W a l l a c h i a a n d 
M o l d a v i a . T h e w e s t e r n b o r d e r , less o f a n a t u r a l b a r r i e r , is m a r k e d 
b y w i d e va l l ey s a n d h i l l y r eg ions , g r a d u a l l y d e s c e n d i n g t o t he G r e a t 
H u n g a r i a n P l a i n . 

A p a r t f r o m a p e r i o d o f i n d e p e n d e n c e i n t h e s i x t e e n t h a n d s even t een th 
c e n t u r i e s b r o u g h t a b o u t b y T u r k e y ' s c o n q u e s t o f H u n g a r y , T r a n s y l v a n i a 
has a l w a y s been p a r t o f a n a u t o n o m o u s s ta te — R u m a n i a a f t e r W o r l d 
W a r I a n d H u n g a r y f o r one t h o u s a n d years b e f o r e t h a t . These c e n t u r i e s 
o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h i n d e p e n d e n c e u n d o u b t e d l y e x e r t e d a g r ea t i n ­
f l u e n c e o n b o t h t he h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e a n d t h e s p i r i t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h i s l a n d a n d i t s p e o p l e . 

N o less s i g n i f i c a n t w a s i t s r o l e i n t h e e x p a n s i o n o f P r o t e s a n t i s m . I t s 
e a r l y e m b r a c i n g o f the n e w teach ings m a d e T r a n s y l v a n i a — a l r e a d y t he 
e a s t e r n m o s t o u t p o s t o f W e s t e r n C h r i s t i a n i t y — P r o t e s t a n t i s m ' s eas t e rn 
b u l w a r k . T h i s w a s soon f o l l o w e d b y a d e c l a r a t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m , 
t he f i r s t i n E u r o p e , a n d , i n d e e d , the e n t i r e w o r l d . T h i s act , r e f l e c t i n g 
t he f o r e k n o w l e d g e a n d e n l i g h t e n m e n t o f t he p e o p l e a n d t h e i r l eaders , 
o c c u r r i n g u n d e r H u n g a r i a n sove re ign ty , p r e c e d e d t he m a j o r r e l i g i o u s 
w a r s i n W e s t e r n E u r o p e b y m o r e t h a n a h a l f a c e n t u r y . 

F o r m a n y c e n t u r i e s i n T r a n s y l v a n i a t h r e e n a t i o n a l i t i e s have l i v e d 
t o g e t h e r — H u n g a r i a n s , R u m a n i a n s , a n d Saxons . D e s p i t e l i n g u i s t i c a n d 
c u l t u r a l d i f f e r ences , these t h r e e d i v e r s e s t r a i n s p r o v e d ab le t o co-exist 
w i t h t o l e r a n c e a n d m u t u a l respec t . T h i s accep tance o f v a r i e d o u t l o o k s 
a n d be l i e f s , c o u p l e d w i t h a l o v e f o r f r e e d o m , g r e w o v e r t h e c e n t u r i e s 
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i n t o t h a t p e c u l i a r p h i l o s o p h y , o r s t a te o f m i n d , o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o as t h e 
" T r a n s y l v a n i a n S p i r i t . " 

A n o t h e r p h e n o m e n o n p e c u l i a r t o T r a n s y l v a n i a , w h e r e E a s t e r n a n d 
W e s t e r n E u r o p e have m e t t h r o u g h o u t h i s t o r y , i s t he ex i s tence , s ide b y 
s ide , o f t h e t h r e e m a j o r C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n s : R o m a n C a t h o l i c i s m a n d 
P r o t e s t a n t i s m e m b r a c e d b y t h e H u n g a r i a n s a n d t he Saxons , a n d t he 
O r t h o d o x a n d E a s t e r n R i t e C a t h o l i c c h u r c h e s o f t he R u m a n i a n s . 

T o d a y a n o t h e r t h r e e f o l d c o n d i t i o n c h a r a c t e r i z e s T r a n s y l v a n i a . Geo­
g r a p h i c a l l y she is s i t u a t e d i n C e n t r a l E u r o p e . P o l i t i c a l l y she is i n 
E a s t e r n E u r o p e . A n d c u l t u r a l l y she i s m o r e o r less i n W e s t e r n E u r o p e . 

S ince t h e e n d o f W o r l d W a r I I , T r a n s y l v a n i a , l i k e o t h e r p a r t s 
o f E u r o p e a n d As i a , has b e e n e x p o s e d t o a n e w i d e o l o g y , M a r x i s m . I t i s 
p e r h a p s t o o e a r l y t o c o n c l u d e h o w the " T r a n s y l v a n i a n S p i r i t " has 
r e a c t e d t o t h e n e w i n f l u e n c e s . I t i s c e r t a i n , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l l y - m i n d e d M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y , c o u p l e d w i t h R u m a n i a n na­
t i o n a l i s m , w i l l have a p r o n o u n c e d i m p a c t o n t h e T r a n s y l v a n i a n w a y o f 
t h i n k i n g , as i t a l r e a d y has h a d o n t h e T r a n s y l v a n i a n w a y o f l i f e . 

T h i s b r i e f t r e a t i s e seeks t o i l l u m i n a t e face ts o f t h e c o u n t r y n o t 
u s u a l l y t r e a t e d i n t h e c o m m o n t o u r i s t gu ides . T h e r e i s a s h o r t de sc r i p ­
t i o n o f t h e l a n d a n d o f t hose t i e d b y s t r o n g b o n d s o f l o v e t o t h e i r 
n a t i v e s o i l , t h e serene m o u n t a i n s a n d fo res t s , t h e r i v e r s a n d s p a r k l i n g 
l akes , a n d t h e c i t i e s a n d v i l l ages . S o m e h i g h l i g h t s o f T r a n s y l v a n i a n 
h i s t o r y w e r e r e g a r d e d as i n d i s p e n s a b l e t o a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 
p e o p l e a n d t h e d e s t i n y o f t h e i r l a n d . A separa te a c c o u n t is p r o v i d e d 
o f t h e emergence , i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , o f t h e l a w b e s t o w i n g r e l i g i o u s 
f r e e d o m o n T r a n s y l v a n i a . 

A spec i a l c h a p t e r i s d e v o t e d t o t h e c i t y t h a t w a s f o r m a n y c e n t u r i e s 
T r a n s y l v a n i a ' s c u l t u r a l c a p i t a l a n d w h o s e h i s t o r y is i n d i s p e n s a b l e t o t h e 
s t u d e n t o f T r a n s y l v a n i a n P r o t e s t a n t i s m . T h e H u n g a r i a n m a j o r i t y ca l l s 
i t K o l o z s v á r ; t o t he r u l i n g R u m a n i a n s i t i s C l u j ; a n d t h e Saxons k n o w 
i t as K l a u s e n b u r g . 

F i n a l l y , t h e i n t e r e s t i n g , a n d h i t h e r t o l i t t l e - k n o w n , c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n 
w h i c h H u n g a r i a n s , t he l a rges t n o n - R u m a n i a n n a t i o n , l i v e i n t oday ' s 
T r a n s y l v a n i a a r e d e s c r i b e d . 

W e h o p e t h i s n a r r a t i v e w i l l serve as a k e y t o u n l o c k t h e m y s t e r y 
o f t he f a s c i n a t i o n o f t h i s l a n d a s t r i d e " b o t h E u r o p e s " w h e r e so m a n y 
d i v e r s e fo rces have h e l p e d fo rge a n u n m i s t a k a b l e , e n d u r i n g c h a r a c t e r : 
t h e T r a n s y l v a n i a n S p i r i t . 

THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLES 

A f t e r W o r l d W a r I , t h e t h r e e g r ea t p o w e r s , t he U n i t e d Sta tes o f 
A m e r i c a , G r e a t B r i t a i n , a n d F r a n c e , r e - shaped t h e face o f E a s t - C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e . T h e A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n M o n a r c h y , a n d w i t h i t , t h e u n i t y o f t he 
D a n u b i a n B a s i n , was d i s m a n t l e d a n d b r o k e n i n t o s m a l l s tates . T r a n ­
s y l v a n i a , a n i n t e g r a l p a r t o f H u n g a r y f o r a l m o s t one t h o u s a n d years , 
w a s g i v e n t o R u m a n i a . 

T h e a rea a w a r d e d b y the T r i a n o n Peace T r e a t y o f 1920, k n o w n 
t o d a y as T r a n s y l v a n i a , is s u b s t a n t i a l l y l a r g e r t h a n t h e h i s t o r i c a l T r a n ­
s y l v a n i a w h i c h p l a y e d s u c h an i m p o r t a n t r o l e b e t w e e n 1526 a n d 1691 
as a n i n d e p e n d e n t p r i n c i p a l i t y , g u a r d i n g f r e e d o m o f c u l t u r e a n d r e l i g i o n , 
w h i l e H u n g a r y p r o p e r l a n g u i s h e d u n d e r O t t o m a n o c c u p a t i o n . I t con­
t a i n s a lso a w i d e s t r i p o f t he G r e a t H u n g a r i a n P l a i n a d j o i n i n g i t f r o m 
t he w e s t . 

W e n o t e d e a r l i e r t h a t T r a n s y l v a n i a is a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e size o f 
P o r t u g a l . T h a t means t h a t i t s f o r t y t h o u s a n d squa re m i l e s m a k e s i t 
a b o u t t w o a n d one -ha l f t i m e s as l a r g e as S w i t z e r l a n d t o w h i c h i t i s 
s i m i l a r i n g e o g r a p h y a n d i n i t s d i v e r s i t y o f p o p u l a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o 
t he l a s t p r e w a r census i t s p e o p l e d e c l a r e d t h e m s e l v e s t o be R u m a n i a n s 
( 5 3 . 8 % ) , H u n g a r i a n s ( 3 1 . 6 % ) , a n d G e r m a n s ( 1 0 . 7 % ) , w i t h t h e res t b e i n g 
Se rb i ans , R u t h e n i a n s , S l o v a k s , B u l g a r i a n s , a n d o t h e r s ( 3 . 9 % ) . l 

T r a n s y l v a n i a be longs g e o g r a p h i c a l l y t o t h e H u n g a r i a n D a n u b i a n 
B a s i n , w h i c h , as w e have seen, i s b o r d e r e d o n t he n o r t h , east, a n d 
p a r t l y o n t h e s o u t h b y t h e C a r p a t h i a n m o u n t a i n s w h i c h separa te i t 
f r o m P o l a n d , B u k o v i n a , a n d t he o l d R u m a n i a n t e r r i t o r y . I n t h e w e s t 
a l a rge m o u n t a i n r ange spreads t o w a r d s t he G r e a t H u n g a r i a n P l a i n . 
T h i s r ange cons i s t s o f t h e T r a n s y l v a n i a n o r e - b e a r i n g m o u n t a i n s ( É r c ­
h e g y s é g ) , t h e m o u n t a i n c h a i n o f B i h a r , a n d t h e G y a l u a lp s . I t i s d i v i d e d 
a n d b o r d e r e d b y t he r i v e r beds o f t he Szamos a n d the M a r o s , f l o w i n g 
i n t o t he b a s i n o f the H u n g a r i a n P l a i n , t h u s p r o v i d i n g w i d e e n t r a n c e s 
f r o m t he H u n g a r i a n P l a i n i n t o t h e h e a r t o f T r a n s y l v a n i a . A l l o f T r a n ­
sy lvan ia ' s r i v e r s , w i t h e x c e p t i o n o f the O l t a n d Z s i l , f l o w i n t o t he 
b a s i n o f t he H u n g a r i a n P l a i n . 

I n g e n e r a l t h e t e r r i t o r y o f T r a n s y l v a n i a is c o v e r e d b y m o u n t a i n s o r 
h i l l s . F l a t l a n d can o n l y be f o u n d a l o n g t h e r i v e r bas ins a n d t he b o r d e r 
a rea a t t he G r e a t H u n g a r i a n P l a i n . T h i s b o r d e r area, h o w e v e r , i s n o t 
p a r t o f T r a n s y l v a n i a p r o p e r , a l t h o u g h i t w a s a w a r d e d t o R u m a n i a w i t h 
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i t s o v e r w h e l m i n g l y H u n g a r i a n p o p u l a t i o n . T h e m o u n t a i n s a r e m o s t l y 

c o v e r e d b y fo res t s , w h i l e t h e h i l l s a n d v a l l e y s a re u n d e r i n t e n s i v e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l c u l t i v a t i o n . 
T r a n s y l v a n i a i s e s p e c i a l l y rich i n m i n e r a l s . G o l d , i r o n , sa l t , c o a l , 

a n d n a t u r a l gas m a k e p o s s i b l e a p r o s p e r i n g i n d u s t r y . I t s rivers o f f e r 
h y d r o - e l e c t r i c p o w e r ; t h e p l e n t i f u l q u a r r i e s i n t h e m o u n t a i n s f a c i l i t a t e 
t he c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d m a i n t e n a n c e o f r o a d s . T h e fo res t s , a l t h o u g h 
g r e a t l y d e p l e t e d b y excessive a n d u n w i s e e x p l o i t a t i o n u n d e r R u m a n i a n 
r u l e , a re t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f a t h r i v i n g l u m b e r i n d u s t r y a n d s u p p l y t h e 
needs o f b u i l d i n g . 

P O P U L A T I O N 

T h e p o p u l a t i o n p i c t u r e is c o m p l i c a t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e D a n u b i a n 
B a s i n . T h i s i s even m o r e t r u e i n T r a n s y l v a n i a . T h e t h r e e m a i n na­
t i o n a l i t i e s , R u m a n i a n , H u n g a r i a n , a n d G e r m a n l i v e i n s e t t l e m e n t s t h a t 
c a n n o t b e eas i ly d i v i d e d i n a s m u c h as m o s t o f t h e t e r r i t o r y i s d o t t e d 
b y m i x e d c o m m u n i t i e s o f v a r y i n g e t h n i c p r o p o r t i o n s . 

T h e R u m a n i a n s l i v e i n t w o r e l a t i v e l y p u r e e t h n i c c o n c e n t r a t i o n s , 
one i n t h e s o u t h c o m p r i s i n g t h e c o u n t i e s o f S z e b e n / S i b i u , Foga ras /Fa -
garas , H u n y a d / H u n e d o a r a , K r a s s ó / C a r a s , a n d p a r t o f B i h a r / B i h o r . T h e 
o t h e r i s i n t h e n o r t h s p r e a d i n g o v e r M á r a m a r o s / M a r a m u r e s , Beszter -
c e / B i s t r i t a , a n d S z o l n o k d o b o k a / S o m e s . 

S i m i l a r l y t h e r e a r e t w o l a rge , c o n t i g u o u s H u n g a r i a n areas, o n e o n 
t he w i d e s t r i p o f t h e p l a i n s n o w u n d e r R u m a n i a n s o v e r e i g n t y a r o u n d 
t h e c i t i e s o f S z a t m á r n é m e t i / S a t u - M a r e , N a g y k á r o l y / C a r e i , N a g y v á r a d / 
Oradea , A r a d , a n d T e m e s v á r / T i m i s o a r a . T h e o t h e r i s t h e S z é k e l y f ö l d 
( S e k l e r l a n d ) , i n t he e a s t e r n m o s t c o r n e r , a n d is t h e l a r g e s t h o m o g e n e o u s 
H u n g a r i a n c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n t h a t a rea . T h e c o u n t i e s o f C s i k / C i u c , U d v a r -
h e l y / O d o r h e i u , H á r o m s z é k / T r e i - S c a u n e , p a r t s o f M a r o s t o r d a / M u r e s , a n d 
B r a s s ó / B r a s o v a re l o c a t e d h e r e . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e R u m a n i a n census o f 
1930 t h e r e w e r e 546,567 H u n g a r i a n s i n these c o u n t i e s , 257,435 R u m a n i a n s , 
a n d 65,989 o t h e r s ( m o s t l y G e r m a n s ) . 2 

I n 1952 t h e R u m a n i a n g o v e r n m e n t c o n s o l i d a t e d t h i s a r ea i n t o t h e 
H u n g a r i a n A u t o n o m o u s T e r r i t o r y , a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s t r i c t t h a t h a d 
a seventy-s ix p e r c e n t H u n g a r i a n m a j o r i t y (565,510 H u n g a r i a n s a n d 146,830 
R u m a n i a n s ) w i t h M a r o s v á s á r h e l y / T a r g u M u r e s as t h e cap i t a l . 3 I n 1960 
t h e a rea w a s r e o r g a n i z e d b y c u t t i n g o f f m o s t o f H u n g a r i a n H á r o m -
s z é k / T r e i - S c a u n e a n d a t t a c h i n g t he R u m a n i a n d i s t r i c t s o f M a r o s ­
t o r d a / M u r e s t o t h e " A u t o n o m o u s T e r r i t o r y . " T h u s t h e H u n g a r i a n / 
R u m a n i a n p r o p o r t i o n w a s c h a n g e d t o 473,154:266,403 4 a n d t h e a rea w a s 
r e n a m e d t h e Mures-Magyar Autonomous Territory. O n O c t o b e r 12, 1967 
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t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e R u m a n i a n C o m m u n i s t P a r t y d e c i d e d t o 
a b o l i s h a l l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s t r i c t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e Mures-Magyar Auto­
nomous Territory a n d r e t u r n t o t h e p r e w a r c o u n t y s y s t e m . T h i s spe l l s 
t h e e n d o f t h e h i t h e r t o n o m i n a l a u t o n o m y o f t h i s H u n g a r i a n a rea . 

O v e r w h e l m i n g l y G e r m a n areas c a n b e f o u n d i n t h e s o u t h e r n 
c o u n t i e s o f K i s - K u k u l l o / T a r n a v a M i c a , N a g y - K u k i i l l o / T a r n a v a M a r e , 
A l s o f e h e r / A l b a , S z e b e n / S i b i u , Foga ra s /Faga ra s , a n d a r o u n d B r a s s o / B r a -
sov. T h e 1948 census l i s t e d 145,713 G e r m a n s p e a k i n g p e o p l e here .5 

These G e r m a n s w e r e s e t t l e d b y t he H u n g a r i a n k i n g s i n t he t h i r ­
t e e n t h c e n t u r y ; t h e y c a l l t h e m s e l v e s Saxons . A n o t h e r l a r g e g r o u p u s e d t o 
l i v e a r o u n d S z a s z r e g e n / R e g h i n , i n t h e c o u n t y o f M a r o s t o r d a / M u r e s a n d 
B e s z t e r c e / B i s t r i t a b u t m o s t o f t h e m e m i g r a t e d t o G e r m a n y a n d A u s t r i a 
a t t h e e n d o f t h e S e c o n d W o r l d W a r . T h e 1948 census f o u n d o n l y 2,162 
T r a n s y l v a n i a n Saxons i n t h e c o u n t y o f M a r o s t o r d a / M u r e s a n d 5,370 i n 
B e s z t e r c e / B i s t r i t a . 6 

O t h e r G e r m a n s , c a l l e d S w a b i a n s a re i n g r e a t e r s t r e n g t h o n t h e 
p l a i n s , f o r m e r l y p a r t o f H u n g a r y p r o p e r , i n t h e d i s t r i c t s o f Temes-
T o r o n t a l / T i m i s - T o r o n t a l , K r a s s 6 / C a r a s , S z o r e n y / S e v e r i n a n d A r a d . These 
S w a b i a n s w e r e s e t t l e d b y t h e H a p s b u r g s a t t h e t u r n o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y o n t h e n e w l y r e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s w h e r e t h e T u r k s a l m o s t 
e x t e r m i n a t e d t he o r i g i n a l H u n g a r i a n p o p u l a t i o n . I n t h e c o u n t y o f Temes-
T o r o n t a l / T i m i s - T o r o n t a l t h e 1910 H u n g a r i a n census s h o w s t he G e r m a n s 
i n t h e m a j o r i t y (185,010 G e r m a n s ve r sus 174,692 R u m a n i a n s a n d 85,920 
H u n g a r i a n s ) . T w e n t y y e a r s l a t e r t h e 1930 R u m a n i a n census a l r e a d y 
c o u n t e d 190,705 R u m a n i a n , 177,757 G e r m a n , a n d 81,423 H u n g a r i a n i n ­
h a b i t a n t s i n t h e s ame a rea . B y 1948 t h e n u m b e r o f R u m a n i a n s h a d i n ­
c reased t o 289,905 w h i l e t h e G e r m a n s dec reased t o 108,481 a n d t h e 
H u n g a r i a n s r e m a i n e d a t 81,381 i n n u m b e r . O t h e r i m p o r t a n t G e r m a n 
s e t t l e m e n t s a r e i n K r a s s o / C a r a s (20,827 i n 1910, 14,780 i n 1948) , i n 
S z o r e n y / S e v e r i n (25,661 i n 1910, 13,689 i n 1948), a n d i n A r a d (51,508 i n 
1910, 34,072 i n 1948) . 

A l l c i t i e s o f t h e t e r r i t o r y a w a r d e d t o R u m a n i a w e r e f o u n d e d b y 
e i t h e r H u n g a r i a n s o r G e r m a n s . T h i s fac t w a s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r e t h n i c 
c o m p o s i t i o n u n t i l t h e T r i a n o n Peace T r e a t y o f 1920. T h e f o l l o w i n g 
census s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e t he s h i f t b r o u g h t a b o u t b y t h e f o r c i b l e 
r u m a n i z a t i o n p r a c t i c e d a m o n g t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e t w e n t y - f i v e l a rges t 
T r a n s y l v a n i a n c i t i e s : 

Census 

Hungarian 

Rumanian 

Hungarian sovereignty 

1890 1910 

58.8% 65.3% 

15.8 15.6 

Rumanian sovereignty 

1938 1948 1956 

46.6% 41 .0% 36.0% 

32.0 47.9 51.9 

T h e R u m a n i a n a u t h o r i t i e s have been d o i n g e v e r y t h i n g w i t h i n t h e i r 
p o w e r t o acce le ra te t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t b y r e f u s i n g s e t t l i n g p e r m i t s i n 
these c i t i e s t o t h e s u r r o u n d i n g H u n g a r i a n p o p u l a t i o n w h i l e p r o m o t i n g 
t h e i n f l u x o f e t h n i c R u m a n i a n s f r o m t h e Regat , t h e R u m a n i a o f t h e 
p r e - T r i a n o n yea r s . 

R e l i g i o u s c o m p o s i t i o n i n t h e f o r m e r H u n g a r i a n t e r r i t o r i e s c lo se ly 
f o l l o w s t h e e t h n i c d i v i s i o n s . H u n g a r i a n s a re R o m a n C a t h o l i c , C a l v i n i s t , 
a n d U n i t a r i a n ; the T r a n s y l v a n i a n Saxons a re L u t h e r a n s , t he S w a b i a n s 
o f t he B a n a t / B a n a t a re R o m a n C a t h o l i c s ; t h e R u m a n i a n s b e l o n g e d 
t o t he G r e e k O r t h o d o x a n d G r e e k C a t h o l i c c h u r c h e s u n t i l a f t e r t h e 
S e c o n d W o r l d W a r w h e n t h e l a t t e r w a s f o r c i b l y i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t he 
G r e e k O r t h o d o x C h u r c h . T h e p r o p o r t i o n s b a s e d o n t h e census o f 1910 
t h a t t a b u l a t e d t h e d a t a f o r historical T r a n s y l v a n i a o n l y a r e as f o l l o w s : 

Greek Orthodox 
Greek Catholic 

R u m a n i a n s 

794,864 
749,404 

1,544,268 

1,492,021 

Roman Catholic 
Calvinist 
Unitarian 

H u n g a r i a n 

375,325 

399,312 

67,749 

842,386 

918,217 

Lutheran 
G e r m a n 

J e w i s h 

229,028 

64,074 

234,085 

1. "Population Conditions in Transylvania" Journal de la Soc Hongroise de Sta­
tistique, Budapest, 1939. 

2. Recensamentul General al Populatiei Romane din 1930, Institutul Central de 
Statistics, Bucuresti, 1930. 

8. Annarul Statistic al R.P.R.,Bucuresti, 1960. 

4. Annarul Statistic al R.P.R., Bucuresti, 1961. 

5. Populatis Republicii Populara Romane le 25 Januarie 1948, Institutul Central de 
Statistics, Bucuresti, 1948. 

6. Ibid. 
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T R A N S Y L V A N I A 
P A R T OF H U N G A R Y S I N C E T H E E N D O F T H E 9TH C E N T U R Y 

A B R I E F H I S T O R Y 

T r a n s y l v a n i a f i r s t appea r s i n w r i t t e n h i s t o r y i n R o m a n t i m e s as 
t he h o m e o f the D a c i a n s . C o n q u e r e d b y t h e E m p e r o r T r a j a n , i t b e c a m e 
a R o m a n p r o v i n c e a f t e r 106 A . D . a n d pe r sons f r o m a l l p a r t s o f t h e E m ­
p i r e s e t t l e d t h e r e r e p l a c i n g t h e n e a r l y e x t i n c t n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n . A n ex­
posed o u t p o s t , D a c i a w a s g i v e n u p i n 261 b y t he E m p e r o r A u r e l i a n w h o . 
t o q u o t e t h e h i s t o r i a n V o p i s c u s , " l e d a w a y b o t h s o l d i e r s a n d p r o ­
v i n c i a l s , " s e t t l i n g t h e m i n n o r t h e r n B u l g a r i a . 

T h e R o m a n s e t t l e r s h a v i n g c o m p l e t e l y a b a n d o n e d t h e p r o v i n c e , 
T r a n s y l v a n i a r e m a i n e d t he c ro s s roads o f m i g r a t i n g peop les d u r i n g t he 
n e x t seven c e n t u r i e s , b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e C a r p s a n d e n d i n g w i t h t he 
S lavs a n d A v a r s . A n y a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f R o m a n r u l e w e r e e x t i n g u i s h e d 
a n d t h e p r o v i n c e p l a y e d o n l y a t a n g e n t i a l r o l e i n t he r e g i o n ' s h i s t o r y . 

F o l l o w i n g t he M a g y a r c o n q u e s t o f t h e C a r p a t h i a n B a s i n i n 896, 
H u n g a r i a n t r i b e s e n t e r e d t he p r o v i n c e t h r o u g h t he M a r o s ( M u r e s ) v a l l e y 
a n d t h e Meszes G a t e e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e m s e l v e s o n t h e c e n t r a l p l a i n s . T h e 
t r i b a l d u k e s ( g y u l a ) a d o p t e d B y z a n t i n e C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d e n t e r t a i n e d 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h C o n s t a n t i n o p l e d u r i n g t he t e n t h c e n t u r y . 

T h e i r r u l e w a s b r o k e n b y K i n g S t . S t e p h e n (1001-1038) w h o cen­
t r a l i z e d r o y a l p o w e r a n d C h r i s t i a n i z e d H u n g a r y , i n t r o d u c i n g L a t i n C h r i s ­
t i a n i t y . H e e s t a b l i s h e d r o y a l c o u n t i e s i n l i e u o f t h e t r i b a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 
t h a t h a d p r e v a i l e d i n T r a n s y l v a n i a . C o m m e r c e a n d m i n i n g h a d a n e w 
b e g i n n i n g , b u t r e c u r r e n t Pecheneg a n d C u m a n e r a i d s i n t he e l e v e n t h 
a n d t w e l f t h c e n t u r i e s p r o m p t e d t h e H u n g a r i a n k i n g s t o i n v i t e n e w set­
t l e r s i n o r d e r t o f a c i l i a t e defense a n d e x p l o i t t he n a t u r a l r i c h e s o f t h e 
r e g i o n . 

D o c u m e n t s o f 1147 m e n t i o n a n o t h e r g r o u p , t h e Szeke lys . T h e r e i s 
n o c e r t a i n t y a b o u t t h e da t e o f t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t i n T r a n s y l v a n i a . S o m e 
m a i n t a i n t h a t t h e y a re descendan t s o f A t t i l a ' s H u n s o r a re a M a g y a r i z e d 
T u r k i c t r i b e a n t e d a t i n g t he H u n g a r i a n s i n T r a n s y l v a n i a , ye t eve ry r e l i c 
o f t h e i r l anguage is H u n g a r i a n . O t h e r s d e s c r i b e t h e m as H u n g a r i a n 
f r o n t i e r s m e n s e t t l e d i n t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n p a r t o f T r a n s y l v a n i a f o r defense 
p u r p o s e s . T h e y m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r o w n t r i b a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d p r i v i l e g e s 
u n t i l t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

As t h e H u n g a r i a n se t t l e r s w e r e u n a b l e t o p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e p r o t e c ­
t i o n aga ins t the g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f Pecheneg a n d C u m a n e i n v a d e r s 
f r o m t h e s o u t h a n d t he east, H u n g a r i a n k i n g s i n v i t e d G e r m a n ( S a x o n ) 

1 t f 0 1 ^ 
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se t t l e r s t o m i g r a t e t o t h e s o u t h e r n d i s t r i c t s b e t w e e n 1160 a n d 1220. These 

Saxons w e r e g r a n t e d f a r - r e a c h i n g a u t o n o m y , as r e g i s t e r e d i n K i n g A n ­

d r e w I I ' s C h a r t e r o f 1224. T h e i r p r i v i l e g e s r e g a r d i n g a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 

m i l i t a r y se rv ice , c o u r t s , a n d t a x a t i o n r e m a i n e d i n e f fec t a l m o s t u n ­

c h a n g e d u n t i l 1867. 

D o c u m e n t s f r o m 1222 o n m e n t i o n t h e p resence o f R u m a n i a n s 

( V l a c h s , B l a c c i ) i n t h e s o u t h e r n Fogaras ( F a g a r a s ) d i s t r i c t u n d e r t h e i r 

o w n c h i e f (kenez). 
T h e w a t e r s h e d o f T r a n s y l v a n i a n h i s t o r y is t h e T a r t a r i n v a s i o n o f 

1241-42 w h e n t he t o w n s a n d f e r t i l e r i v e r va l l ey s w e r e devas t a t ed . T h i s 
d e s t r u c t i o n d e t e r m i n e d a lso t h e p e r m a n e n t d e c l i n e o f d i r e c t r o y a l p o w e r 
i n a s m u c h as t he k i n g s f r o m n o w o n h a d t o r e l y o n t h e nob l e s i n o r d e r 
t o r e b u i l d T r a n s y l v a n i a n s e t t l e m e n t s a n d t h e i r e c o n o m y . T o secure t h e i r 
l o y a l c o o p e r a t i o n H u n g a r i a n k i n g s d o n a t e d f u r t h e r estates t o t h e m . 
R u m a n i a n m o u n t a i n e e r s a n d shephe rds c o m i n g f r o m t h e n o r t h e r n B a l ­
k a n s w e r e p e r m i t t e d t o e n t e r T r a n s y l v a n i a i n o r d e r t o c o m p e n s a t e f o r 
t h e m a n p o w e r losses o f 1241. M o s t o f t h e m s e t t l e d i n t h e B i h a r ( B i h o r ) 
M o u n t a i n s a n d t he M a r m a r o s ( M a r a m u r e s ) r e g i o n s o r t he H u n y a d 
( H u n e d o a r a ) a n d Foga ras ( F a g a r a s ) areas. 

T h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y w i t n e s s e d f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e "h i s ­
t o r i c a l " n a t i o n s . T h e k i n g ' s f i r s t - b o r n son , w h o u p u n t i l n o w h a d h e l d 
p o w e r , n o l o n g e r a c t e d as t h e r u l e r o f t h e p r o v i n c e , b u t t h e voivod, 
u s u a l l y a l o c a l n o b l e , a s s u m e d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o w e r s . H i s r u l e , h o w e v e r , 
w a s l i m i t e d b y t h e es ta tes c o m p o s e d o f t h e H u n g a r i a n s , Saxons , a n d 
Szekelys . C o m m e r c e f l o u r i s h e d , c i t i e s w e r e f o u n d e d , a g r i c u l t u r e p r o g ­
ressed, a n d s e m i - n o m a d i c R u m a n i a n a n d o t h e r e l e m e n t s w e r e s e t t l e d 
d o w n , b u t n o t w i t h o u t some s t r i f e . D u r i n g t h i s c e n t u r y T r a n s y l v a n i a 
s e rved as a p i v o t o f e x p a n d i n g H u n g a r i a n i n f l u e n c e . T h e p r i n c e s o f 
M o l d a v i a a n d even s o m e o f t h e W a l l a c h i a n p r i n c e s b e c a m e t r i b u t a r i e s 
o f t h e H u n g a r i a n k i n g s , a n d H u n g a r i a n i n f l u e n c e p r e v a i l e d t h e r e 
u n t i l 1460. 

I n t e r n a l u n r e s t a n d i m p e n d i n g T u r k i s h i n v a s i o n s d i s r u p t e d t h i s 
g o l d e n age. T h e successfu l a t t e m p t s o f t h e nob l e s t o e n f o r c e ex tens ive 
serv ices f r o m t h e peasan ts r e n d e r e d t h e m v i r t u a l ser fs a n d l e d t o an 
u p r i s i n g i n 1437. T h e r e b e l l i o n w a s q u e l l e d b y H u n g a r i a n a n d Szekely 
nob les a n d S a x o n b u r g h e r s w h o t h e n ag reed a t K a p o l n a u p o n a c o m m o n 
g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e t h r e e " n a t i o n s , " H u n g a r i a n s , Szeke lys a n d Saxons , 
o v e r T r a n s y l v a n i a , a n d t h e r e b y f roze t he c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n f o r sev­
e r a l c e n t u r i e s . S i n c e t h e R u m a n i a n kenezs h a d b e e n m o s t l y M a g y a r i z e d 
b y t h e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y a n d n o a u t o n o m o u s R u m a n i a n r e g i o n ex i s t ed , 
t he R u m a n i a n s w e r e n o t r e c o g n i z e d as a n a t i o n . 

T h r o u g h t h e H u n y a d i f a m i l y f r o m s o u t h w e s t e r n T r a n s y l v a n i a , t h e 
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p r o v i n c e p l a y e d a m a j o r r o l e i n H u n g a r i a n a n d E u r o p e a n h i s t o r y be­
t w e e n 1440 a n d 1490. J o h n H u n y a d i , g e n e r a l a n d l a t e r r e g e n t o f H u n g a r y , 
c o n d u c t e d m a n y c a m p a i g n s aga in s t t he T u r k s a n d i n t h e b a t t l e o f B e l ­
g r a d e (1456) succeeded i n h a l t i n g T u r k i s h e x p a n s i o n f o r t h e n e x t sev­
e n t y yea r s . H i s son , M a t h i a s , k i n g o f H u n g a r y (1458-1490), b e c a m e a t r u e 
Renaissance k i n g , c o l l e c t i n g a l a r g e l i b r a r y o f cod ices , f o u n d i n g u n i v e r ­
s i t ies , a n d a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e H o l y R o m a n E m p i r e . 
T e m p o r a r i l y he even a c q u i r e d t he t e r r i t o r i e s o f M o r a v i a , S i l e s ia , a n d 
L o w e r A u s t r i a f o r t h e H u n g a r i a n c r o w n . 

U p o n t he d e a t h o f M a t t h i a s , t h e Z a p o l y a f a m i l y b e c a m e p o w e r f u l 
i n T r a n s y l v a n i a . J o h n Z a p o l y a w a s e l ec t ed k i n g o f H u n g a r y f o l l o w i n g t he 
f a t e f u l b a t t l e o f M o h a c s (1526) aga ins t t h e T u r k s . H o w e v e r , c i v i l w a r 
ensued w h e n p a r t o f t he H u n g a r i a n estates e l ec t ed F e r d i n a n d o f H a p s -
b u r g as k i n g o f H u n g a r y . U p o n Z a p o l y a ' s d e a t h , h i s w i d o w a n d i n f a n t 
son , J o h n S i g i s m u n d , a d v i s e d b y C a r d i n a l George M a r t i n u z z i , c l a i m e d t h e 

t h r o n e a n d c a l l e d f o r T u r k i s h h e l p . T h e T u r k s c o n q u e r e d B u d a a n d 
e s t a b l i s h e d J o h n S i g i s m u n d i n T r a n s y l v a n i a , l e a v i n g l o c a l r u l e i n t h e 
hands o f t h e p r i n c e a n d t h e estates . 

T h e n e w T r a n s y l v a n i a n p r i n c i p a l i t y w a s f aced w i t h t he d i v i s i v e fo rces 
o f t he R e f o r m a t i o n . L u t h e r a n i s m w a s soon r e p l a c e d b y C a l v i n i s m a m o n g 
the H u n g a r i a n s t h o u g h r e t a i n e d b y t he Saxons w h i l e U n i t a r i a n i s m f o u n d 
a d h e r e n t s a m o n g t he Szekelys , p a r t o f w h o m , h o w e v e r , r e m a i n e d C a t h ­
o l i c . R e l i g i o u s s t r i f e f l a r e d , b u t w a s e n d e d b y t h e d e c i s i o n o f t h e D i e t 
o f T o r d a i n 1557 w h i c h p r o v i d e d f o r t h e t o l e r a t i o n o f t h e f o u r d e n o m i n a ­
t i o n s , t h e f i r s t l e g i s l a t i o n o f i t s k i n d i n E u r o p e . D u r i n g t h e s i x t e e n t h 
a n d s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s T r a n s y l v a n i a b e c a m e t h e c i t a d e l o f H u n g a r i a n 
P r o t e s t a n t i s m . I t s p r i n c e s f o u g h t o n t he s ide o f t h e P r o t e s t a n t p o w e r s 
a n d F r a n c e i n t h e T h i r t y Y e a r s ' w a r aga in s t t h e H a p s b u r g s a n d m o d e r ­
a t e d t h e a t t e m p t s o f t h e c o u n t e r - r e f o r m a t i o n i n W e s t e r n H u n g a r y . 

T h e p r i n c i p a l i t y neve r d e s i r e d t o be a p e r m a n e n t i n d e p e n d e n t e n t i t y . 
U n t i l 1612 a t t e m p t s w e r e m a d e t o r e u n i t e i t w i t h r o y a l H u n g a r y b u t 
i n s u f f i c i e n t H a p s b u r g p o w e r a n d ac t i ve T u r k i s h r e s i s t ance p r e v e n t e d 
success. T h e T r a n s y l v a n i a n p e o p l e a l so d i s l i k e d t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
c h a r a c t e r o f t he H a p s b u r g H u n g a r i a n k i n g d o m . T h o u g h p a y i n g a n n u a l 
t r i b u t e t o the T u r k s , as i n d e e d t he H a p s b u r g s d i d a lso, T r a n s y l v a n i a 
e l ec t ed i t s o w n p r i n c e s a n d a d m i n i s t e r e d i t s o w n a f f a i r s . U n d e r G a b r i e l 
B e t h l e n (1613-1629) a n d George R á k ó c z y I (1630-1648) T r a n s y l v a n i a s e rved 
as a n i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n t he E u r o p e a n ba l ance o f p o w e r p r o m o t e d b y 
C a r d i n a l R i c h e l i e u a n d p r e v e n t e d excesses o f c o u n t e r - r e f o r m a t i o n a c t i ­
v i t y i n r o y a l H u n g a r y . T h e o n l y t i m e t h a t R u m a n i a n ( i . e., W a l l a c h i a n ) 
p r i n c e s f r o m o u t s i d e T r a n s y l v a n i a p l a y e d a n y r o l e i n t he t e r r i t o r y w a s 
a t t h e t i m e o f the c i v i l w a r i n 1599 w h e n M i c h a e l t h e B r a v e o f W a l l a c h i a 
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w a s c a l l e d i n b y Moses S z é k e l y aga ins t t h e r e i g n i n g p r i n c e S i g i s m u n d 
B á t h o r y o n l y t o p e r i s h a t t h e h a n d o f t h e assassins o f G e n e r a l Bas t a , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g I m p e r i a l A u s t r i a , a f t e r one y e a r o f r u l e . 

P r i n c e George R á k ó c z y I I (1648-1660) l e d a c a m p a i g n t o a c q u i r e t he 
P o l i s h c r o w n i n 1657 b u t t he T u r k s i n t e r v e n e d f e a r i n g t h e g r o w t h o f h i s 
p o w e r . T r a n s y l v a n i a w a s d e v a s t a t e d b u t s u r v i v e d as a p r i n c i p a l i t y f o r 
a n o t h e r t h i r t y years a n d c o n t i n u e d t o be a T u r k i s h a n d F r e n c h a l l y 
aga ins t t h e H a p s b u r g s . 

T h e success fu l r e c o n q u e s t o f H u n g a r y b y t he m u l t i - n a t i o n a l H a p s -
b u r g a r m i e s e n d e d T r a n s y l v a n i a n i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h i s i n d e p e n d e n c e h a d 
h e l p e d t o p r e s e r v e H u n g a r i a n c u l t u r e d u r i n g t h e T u r k i s h p e r i o d , a t i m e 
w h e n t he p r o v i n c e a c h i e v e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l f a m e a n d p r o v i d e d a k i n g f o r 
P o l a n d i n t h e p e r s o n o f S t e p h e n B á t h o r y (1576-1586). U p o n the d e a t h o f 
P r i n c e M i c h a e l A p a f f y I , t h e c h a n c e l l o r , M i c h a e l T e l e k i , s i g n e d t he t r ans ­
f e r o f t h e p r o v i n c e t o t h e H a p s b u r g s . T r a n s y l v a n i a r e j o i n e d t h e H u n g a ­
r i a n C r o w n b u t w a s a d m i n i s t e r e d b y a separa te c h a n c e r y i n V i e n n a . T h e 
c h a n c e l l o r s w e r e m e m b e r s o f t h e n o b i l i t y o f t h e " h i s t o r i c n a t i o n s " b u t 
H a p s b u r g c o n t r o l w a s n o t p e r m a n e n t l y a s s u r e d u n t i l t h e defea t o f the 
a r m i e s o f P r i n c e F r a n c i s R á k ó c z y I I i n 1711. 

D u r i n g t h e s e v e n t e e n t h a n d e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s n e w w a v e s o f 
R u m a n i a n s e t t l e r s m o v e d i n t o T r a n s y l v a n i a as t h e w a r s o f 1598-1604 a n d 
t he T u r k i s h - T a r t a r i n v a s i o n o f 1658-61 d e c i m a t e d t h e H u n g a r i a n a n d 
S a x o n p o p u l a t i o n . I n a s m u c h as t he O r t h o d o x r e l i g i o n o f t h e R u m a n i a n s 
caused t h e m t o r e s i s t a s s i m i l a t i o n a n d P r o t e s t a n t m i s s i o n a r y w o r k , 
w h i c h i n c l u d e d B i b l e t r a n s l a t i o n s i n t o R u m a n i a n , a G r e e k U n i a t e C h u r c h 
s u b j e c t t o R o m e w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1701. H o w e v e r , t w o - t h i r d s o f t he 
T r a n s y l v a n i a n R u m a n i a n s r e s u m e d O r t h o d o x y b y t h e m i d - e i g h t e e n t h cen­
t u r y i n s p i t e o f H a p s b u r g a t t e m p t s t o keep t h e m i n t h e R o m a n f o l d . 
D u r i n g t h i s t i m e t h e s e m i n a r i e s o f the U n i a t e C h u r c h p r o d u c e d t h e f i r s t 
e d u c a t e d e l i t e o f t h e T r a n s y l v a n i a n R u m a n i a n s . C u l t u r e d u r i n g t h i s cen­
t u r y w a s a t a h i g h l e v e l i n T r a n s y l v a n i a . A m o n g t h e bes t k n o w n sc i en t i s t s 
o f t he day w e r e F a r k a s a n d J o h n B o l y a i , f a t h e r a n d son , t h e l a t t e r b e i n g 
t he f o u n d e r o f n o n - E u c l i d e a n g e o m e t r y ; a n d t he e x p l o r e r , A l e x a n d e r 
Csorna de K ő r ö s w h o s e g rave is l o c a t e d i n D a r j e e l i n g , I n d i a . 

N a t i o n a l i s m p e r m e a t e d T r a n s y l v a n i a s l o w l y . W h i l e t h e r e v o l t s o f 
the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y h a d soc io - economic causes, i t w a s n o t u n t i l 
1848 t h a t T r a n s y l v a n i a n M a g y a r s , c o n s c i o u s o f t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y , w a n t e d 
t o r e j o i n H u n g a r y . T h e Saxons , h o w e v e r , r e m a i n e d j e a l o u s o f t h e i r au to ­
n o m y , a n d t h e R u m a n i a n s w i s h e d t o be r e c o g n i z e d as a separa te "na­
t i o n . " L o u i s K o s s u t h ' s s t r u g g l e aga ins t V i e n n e s e a b s o l u t i s m i n 1848-49 
f o u n d T r a n s y l v a n i a d i v i d e d . T h e H u n g a r i a n s a n d Szeke lys s u p p o r t e d 
h i m , w h i l e t h e Saxons , a n d f o r a l o n g t i m e t h e R u m a n i a n s t o o , r e s i s t e d 

h i m o p e n l y . F o l l o w i n g t h e H a p s b u r g v i c t o r y , S a x o n i n f l u e n c e p r e v a i l e d 
i n T r a n s y l v a n i a f o r e i g h t e e n years b u t H u n g a r i a n S z é k e l y pass ive resis­
t ance f i n a l l y r e s u l t e d i n t he A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n C o m p r o m i s e o f 1867 u n d e r 
w h i c h T r a n s y l v a n i a r e j o i n e d H u n g a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y . 

T h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n t he C o m p r o m i s e a n d t he F i r s t W o r l d W a r saw 
t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d r a i l r o a d e x p a n s i o n . E c o n o m i c 
p r o g r e s s f a i l e d , h o w e v e r , t o o v e r c o m e t he n a t i o n a l a n t a g o n i s m s a m o n g 
t h e n a t i o n a l i t i e s de sp i t e t h e l i b e r a l N a t i o n a l i t i e s L a w o f 1868 w h i c h w a s 
based u p o n re spec t f o r t he f r e e d o m o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l . T r a n s y l v a n i a n 
R u m a n i a n s r e s e n t e d t h e i r l a c k o f t e r r i t o r i a l a u t o n o m y a l t h o u g h m o s t o f 
t h e m p r e f e r r e d t o l i v e i n t h e H a p s b u r g M o n a r c h y t h a n i n t he R u m a n i a n 
s ta te f o r m e d i n 1860 o u t o f t he u n i o n o f M o l d a v i a a n d W a l l a c h i a w h e n c e 
t h e y r e c e i v e d f i n a n c i a l a n d m o r a l s u p p o r t . D e s p i t e d i s sen t , o r d e r w a s 
m a i n t a i n e d a n d g r e a t p r o g r e s s w a s m a d e i n t he f i e l d s o f c o m m e r c e , 
h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n , a n d i n d u s t r y . A n e w H u n g a r i a n , S a x o n , a n d R u m a n i a n 
m i d d l e class e m e r g e d f r o m t he r a n k s o f t h e g r o w i n g n u m b e r s o f h i g h 
s c h o o l g r adua t e s , t he U n i v e r s i t y o f K o l o z s v á r ( C l u j ) a n d v a r i o u s res i ­
d e n t t h e a t e r s w e r e f o u n d e d , a n d e l e m e n t a r y e d u c a t i o n w a s m a d e c o m ­
p u l s o r y . 

R u m a n i a , a n o m i n a l a l l y o f t h e T r i p l e A l l i a n c e c o n s i s t i n g o f Ger­
m a n y , A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y , a n d I t a l y , c h a n g e d sides i n 1916 a n d a t t a c k e d 
t he H a p s b u r g M o n a r c h y , o c c u p y i n g sec t ions o f T r a n s y l v a n i a f o r f r o m 
t w o t o t h r e e w e e k s . H o w e v e r , t h e r e w a s n o r i s i n g o f T r a n s y l v a n i a n R u 
m a n i a n s i n t h e i r f a v o r , t h e t r o o p s w e r e e j ec t ed , a n d R u m a n i a w a s de­
fea ted . I n N o v e m b e r o f 1918, a f t e r t h e b r e a k d o w n o f t he H a p s b u r g 
M o n a r c h y , R u m a n i a n t r o o p s e n t e r e d T r a n s y l v a n i a w h i l e the A l l i e s fo r ­
bade a n y H u n g a r i a n r e s i s t ance t o t h e i r advance . O n D e c e m b e r 1, 1918, 
t he T r a n s y l v a n i a n R u m a n i a n s a n d t he Saxons , t he l a t t e r i n d u c e d b y 
large-scale concess ions , d e c l a r e d t he u n i o n o f T r a n s y l v a n i a w i t h R u ­
m a n i a w i t h o u t t h e assent o f t h e H u n g a r i a n s a n d Szekelys . As H u n g a r y 
s o o n f e l l i n t o chaos a n d t e m p o r a r y C o m m u n i s t r u l e , R u m a n i a w a s ab l e 
t o p e r s u a d e t he peace con fe r ence t o accep t i t s c l a i m s t o T r a n s y l v a n i a . 

O p p r e s s i v e p o l i c i e s w e r e u n d e r t a k e n b y s u b s e q u e n t R u m a n i a n g o v e r n ­
m e n t s aga in s t t he H u n g a r i a n s a n d Szekelys . A b o u t 150,000 c i v i l s e rvan t s 
a n d t eacher s w e r e e x p e l l e d f r o m t h e i r p o s i t i o n s u n d e r t h e O p t a n t s L a w , 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d e x t r a - c o n s t i t u t i o n a l m e a n s w e r e u s e d to r e d u c e the 
i m p o r t a n c e o f t he H u n g a r i a n s , a n d p o l i c e t e r r o r w a s a p p l i e d w i d e l y . 
T h e C o u n c i l o f t h e League o f N a t i o n s w a s c a l l e d u p o n t o i n t e r v e n e a n d 
c o n d e m n e d R u m a n i a f o r h e r v i o l a t i o n s o f t he M i n o r i t i e s ' T r e a t i e s w i t h 
t he A l l i e s . D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w a s f e l t a l so b y T r a n s y l v a n i a n R u m a n i a n s w h o 
w e r e n o t g i v e n a r o l e i n t he n e w s ta te c o m m e n s u r a t e w i t h t h e i r s u p e r i o r 
e d u c a t i o n a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e expe r i ence . 
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T R A N S Y L V A N I A O r i g i n a l l y a F r e n c h a l l y , R u m a n i a f e l l u n d e r G e r m a n i n f l u e n c e i n 
i . \ T H E 20TH C E N T U R Y 1 9 4 0 a f t e r t h e S o v i e t u l t i m a t u m f o r c i n g h e r t o cede B e s s a r a b i a a n d 

N o r t h e r n B u k o v i n a t o t he U.S.S.R. a t t he same t i m e B u l g a r i a a n d H u n ­
g a r y w e r e p r e s s i n g t e r r i t o r i a l d e m a n d s aga ins h e r . H u n g a r i a n d e m a n d s 
w e r e a r b i t r a t e d o n A u g u s t 30, 1940 i n t he V i e n n a A w a r d r e s t o r i n g to 
H u n g a r y t h e n o r t h e r n a n d s o u t h e a s t e r n c o u n t i e s o f T r a n s y l v a n i a w h e r e 
t he b u l k o f t h e H u n g a r i a n a n d Szeke ly p o p u l a t i o n w a s c o n c e n t r a t e d . 

I n 1941 R u m a n i a j o i n e d t he T h i r d R e i c h i n i t s f i g h t aga ins t the 
Sov i e t U n i o n , b u t once G e r m a n w a r f o r t u n e s d e c l i n e d a n d Sov ie t t r o o p s 
h a d e n t e r e d R u m a n i a , t he g o v e r n m e n t w a s o v e r t h r o w n a n d o n A u g u s t 
23, 1944 R u m a n i a j o i n e d t h e a l l i e d p o w e r s . As a r e w a r d she w a s a l l o w e d 
to a d m i n i s t e r N o r t h e r n T r a n s y l v a n i a a n d , j o i n i n g t he C o m m u n i s t b l o c 
b e f o r e H u n g a r y , she r e g a i n e d t h a t t e r r i t o r y u n d e r t h e Par i s Peace T r e a t y 
o f 1947. 

S i n c e 1920 (1947) 21 
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FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND CONSCIENCE 
IN TRANSYLVANIA 

B e f o r e t he a d v e n t o f t he sc ience o f c u l t u r a l a n t h r o p o l o g y s cho la r s 
d e p e n d e d f o r t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f a 
peop le o n the a c c u m u l a t e d o b s e r v a t i o n s o f t h e c e n t u r i e s . M a n y o f these 
n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , k n o w n as nationum proprietates i n t h e s c h o l a r l y 
L a t i n o f t h e t i m e , w e r e n o m o r e t h a n ortsneckerei, o r l o c a l j e s t i n g , b u t 
t h e r e w a s i n t h e m m u c h t h o u g h t f u l o b s e r v a t i o n b a s e d o n fac t s as w e l l . 
W i t h r e spec t t o T r a n s y l v a n i a t h e m o s t c o m m o n c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s c a m e 
t o b e " t h e l a n d o f f r e e d o m , " o r " t h e l a n d o f f r e e d o m o f r e l i g i o n a n d 
consc i ence . " T h e o r i g i n o f these p r o v e r b s i s t h e d e c l a r a t i o n s f o r r e l i g i ­
ous f r e e d o m d e c l a r e d i n s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y T r a n s y l v a n i a . 

T h e s u r p r i s i n g f ac t is t h a t b e t w e e n 1544 a n d 1574 some t w e n t y - t w o 
l a w s g r a n t i n g f r e e d o m f o r t h e p r a c t i c e o f n e w t h e o l o g i c a l o p i n i o n s w e r e 
e n a c t e d b y t he p a r l i a m e n t , c a l l e d t h e D i e t o f T r a n s y l v a n i a . N o o t h e r 
p a r l i a m e n t a n y w h e r e passed so m u c h l e g i s l a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g r e l i g i o u s 
f r e e d o m i n so s h o r t a t i m e . A n d t h i s w a s i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y ! T h i s 
f a c t a l o n e s h o w s t h a t t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e D i e t w e r e s e r i o u s l y a t t e m p t i n g 
m o r e t h a n s top-gap measu re s . I n 1557 a f u n d a m e n t a l p iece o f l e g i s l a t i o n 
w a s enac t ed , w h i c h p r o v i d e d t h e base f o r s u b s e q u e n t d e c l a r a t i o n s 
w h e n c e i t c a m e t o be r e g a r d e d as " t h e bas ic l a w . " F o l l o w i n g t h e 
a n c i e n t H u n g a r i a n p a r l i a m e n t a r y p r a c t i c e , t he D i e t f i r s t passed t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n , i n t h i s case u n a n i m o u s l y , a n d t h e n sen t i t t o t h e r u l e r f o r 
a p p r o v a l . T h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c queen , I z a b e l l a , w h o r u l e d t h e c o u n t r y 
f o r h e r y o u n g son , J o h n S i g i s m u n d , s i g n e d t h e d o c u m e n t , c a l l e d t h e Sup-
plicatio, a n d i t b e c a m e t h e l a w o f t he l a n d . I t r e a d : 

Inasmuch as We and our Most Serene Son have assented to the 
most instant Supplicatio of the Peers of the Realm, that each per­
son maintain whatever religious faith he wishes, with old or new 
rituals, while we at the same time leave it to their judgment to do 
as they please in the matter of their faith, just so long, however, 
as they bring no harm to bear on anyone else at all, lest the fol­
lowers of a new religion be a source of irritation to the old profes­
sion of faith or become in some way injurious to its followers 
—therefore, Peers of the Realm, for the sake of procuring the 

peace of the churches and of stilling the controversies that have 
arisen in the gospel teaching, we have decreed to establish a na­
tional synod, wherein, in the presence of devoted ministers of the 
Word of God, as well as other men of rank, genuine comparisons 
of doctrine may be made, and under God's guidance, dissensions 
and differences of opinion in religion may be removed. 

T h i s w a s t he f i r s t l e g i s l a t i o n g u a r a n t e e i n g f r e e d o m o f r e l i g i o n i n a n y 
c o u n t r y . I t dec la res t h a t n e w r e l i g i o n s w o u l d have t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n a 
n a t i o n a l s y n o d w h e r e , i n t he p resence o f m i n i s t e r s o f t he W o r d o f G o d 
a n d e r u d i t e l a y m e n , c o m p a r i s o n s o f d o c t r i n e m i g h t be m a d e . T h r e e o f 
t he t w e n t y - t w o l a w s m e n t i o n e d above d o n o t g r a n t f r e e d o m o f t h e p rac­
t i ce o f r e l i g i o n t o t h r e e n e w r e l i g i o n s , a l t h o u g h t h e y a f f i r m t h e idea o f 
r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m i n gene ra l , because t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e n e w 
f a i t h s w e r e u n w i l l i n g t o d i scuss t h e i r t e ach ings b e f o r e t h e n a t i o n a l s y n o d . 
O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , p r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y n e w p iece o f l e g i s l a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g 
r e l i g i o n w a s e n a c t e d a f t e r d i s c u s s i o n b y t h e s y n o d w h o s e m e e t i n g s w e r e 
s i m i l a r t o c o n g r e s s i o n a l h e a r i n g s t o d a y . M e m b e r s o f t h e D i e t o f T r a n ­
s y l v a n i a w o u l d a t t e n d as a u d i t o r s a n d deba tes o n r e l i g i o n w e r e w e l l 
o r g a n i z e d . K i n g J o h n S i g i s m u n d h i m s e l f , a f t e r h i s m o t h e r ' s d e a t h , o f t e n 
a t t e n d e d a l t h o u g h he n e v e r p r e s i d e d . T h e p r e s i d i n g o f f i c e r w a s u s u a l l y 
a p p o i n t e d b y t he k i n g a n d w a s i n v a r i a b l y a l e a r n e d a n d r e s p e c t e d p e r s o n 
s u c h as George B l a n d r a t a , p h y s i c i a n a n d r e f o r m e r , o r Gaspa r B é k é s , 
c h a n c e l l o r o f t h e s ta te . Deba t e w a s u n h u r r i e d , s o m e l a s t i n g f o r t w o 
w e e k s . 

A r e m a r k a b l e t u r n o f events t h a t o c c u r e d d u r i n g these debates w a s 
t he c o n v e r s i o n o f F r a n c i s D a v i d , f i r s t B i s h o p o f t he M a g y a r R e f o r m e d 
C h u r c h , t o U n i t a r i a n i s m . T h e i m p a s s i o n e d D a v i d s o o n t o o k t h e K i n g , 
J o h n S i g i s m u n d , a n d t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e D i e t a n d o f t he R e f o r m e d 
C h u r c h w i t h h i m i n t o t he n e w f a i t h . I n o r d e r t o i n s u r e t he p r o t e c t i o n 
o f t h e n e w t e a c h i n g t h e D i e t passed a l a w i n 1568, t he f o u r h u n d r e d t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y o f w h i c h is r e m e m b e r e d t h i s year , w h i c h reads as f o l l o w s : 

Our Royal Highness, as he has decreed—together with the Diet— 
in the matter of religion, now again confirms that in every place the 
preachers shall preach and explain the gospel each according to his 
understanding of it, and if the congregation likes it, well; if not, no 
one shall compel them, but they shall keep the preachers whose 
doctrine they approve. Therefore none of the Superintendents 
(Bishops) or others shall annoy or abuse the preachers on account 
of their religion, according to the previous resolutions of the Diet, 
or allow any to be imprisoned or punished by removal from his 
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post on account of his teaching, for faith is a gift of God; this 
comes from hearing, md hearing by the world of God (the Scrip­
tures). 

F r a n c i s D a v i d s t r a y e d f u r t h e r f r o m S c r i p t u r e i n h i s a n t i t r i n i t a r i a n -
i s m , so s h o c k i n g h i s f o l l o w e r s t h a t m o s t o f t h e m r e t u r n e d t o t h e Re­
f o r m e d C h u r c h . K i n g J o h n S i g i s m u n d d i e d u n e x p e c t e d l y a t t h e age o f 
t w e n t y - n i n e years i n 1571. T h e n e x t r u l e r o f T r a n s y l v a n i a , S t e p h e n B á ­
t h o r y , c o n f i r m e d t h e p r e v i o u s l a w s , w h i c h i n d e e d h a d n e v e r b e e n abo­
l i s h e d , b u t f o r b a d e f u r t h e r deba tes i n t h e N a t i o n a l S y n o d . A n e w con­
c e p t e m e r g e d , t h e s y s t e m o f " r e c e i v e d r e l i g i o n s " w h i c h r e c o g n i z e d t he 
R o m a n C a t h o l i c , t he L u t h e r a n , t h e R e f o r m e d , a n d t h e U n i t a r i a n 
C h u r c h e s b u t f o r b a d e f u r t h e r m a j o r r e l i g i o u s i n n o v a t i o n s . A p a r t f r o m 
the l i m i t a t i o n s o f t h i s n e w c o n c e p t , t h e s p i r i t o f f r e e d o m o f r e l i g i o n be­
c a m e a t r a d i t i o n i n T r a n s y l v a n i a a n d w a s i n t e r p r e t e d as t h e f r e e d o m o f 
consc ience as w e l l , as s u b s e q u e n t c e n t u r i e s t e s t i f y w h e n t h e T r a n -
s y l v a n i a n s w e r e p i o n e e r s o f f r e e d o m i n e v e r y f i e l d , i n c l u d i n g p o l i t i c a l 
l i b e r t y . 
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KOLOZSVÁR 
THE CAPITAL OF TRANSYLVANIA 

( I n R u m a n i a n : C l u j ; i n G e r m a n : K l a u s e n b u r g ) 

T h e c a p i t a l o f T r a n s y l v a n i a is K o l o z s v á r . T o d a y i t is n o t a n a d m i n ­

i s t r a t i v e o r p o l i t i c a l c a p i t a l b u t r a t h e r a c u l t u r a l one . I t is t he l a rges t 

c i t y i n t h e t e r r i t o r y t h a t H u n g a r y w a s c o m p e l l e d t o cede t o R u m a n i a 

i n t h e peace t r e a t i e s o f 1920 a n d 1947. I t s s t a t i s t i c s o v e r the l a s t f e w 

decades a re as f o l l o w s : 

Total 
Year Population Hungarian Rumanian German Others Footnotes 

1910 60,808 50,704 7,562 1,676 866 1 

1930 100,844 54,776 34,836 2,702 8,530 2 

1948 117,915 67,977 47,321 360 2,257 3 

1956 157,723 74,155 74,033 990 8,545 4 

T h e r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n o f the p o p u l a t i o n i n 1910 w a s : 

Reformed 20,726 
Roman Catholic 19,021 
Greek Catholic 8,646 
Jewish 7,046 
Lutheran 2,016 
Unitarian 1,921 
Greek Orthodox 1,359 

T h e r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n o f t he p o p u l a t i o n c h a n g e d f r o m 1910 t o 
1956 i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e s h i f t i n e t h n i c g r o u p s i n t h e c i t y . I t i s n o w 
the s e c o n d l a rges t c i t y i n R u m a n i a b e i n g su rpassed o n l y b y B u c h a r e s t . 

T h e loss o f t h e c i t y w a s p a i n f u l t o H u n g a r y , n o t o n l y because i t s 
p o p u l a t i o n w a s e t h n i c a l l y e i g h t y - f o u r p e r c e n t M a g y a r , b u t because K o ­
l o z s v á r w a s t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t c u l t u r a l c e n t e r i n T r a n s y l v a n i a . F o r cen­
t u r i e s i t has been a t r u s t e e o f t h e H u n g a r i a n language , h i s t o r y , a n d o t h e r 
va lues w h i c h t o g e t h e r d e t e r m i n e d i t s c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e i n t h e pas t a n d , 
i n sp i t e o f p r e s e n t h a r d s h i p s , o f f e r some h o p e f o r t h e f u t u r e . 

T h e h i s t o r y o f K o l o z s v á r i s a n e s sen t i a l , i n s e p a r a b l e , a n d d r a m a t i c 
p a r t o f t h e h i s t o r y o f H u n g a r y , i t s e v e r y s tone t e s t i f y i n g t o t h i s f a c t . 
F r o m t h e t i m e o f t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e c o u n t r y , g l o r y a n d g l o o m , devasta­
t i o n a n d n e w b e g i n n i n g s , f r e e d o m a n d o p p r e s s i o n , t u r b u l e n c e a n d peace­
f u l p r o g r e s s have b e e n t h e d e s t i n y o f t h e c i t y . S c o u r g e d b y T a r t a r h o r d e s 
i n t he t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , d e f e n d e d aga in s t T u r k i s h siege i n t h e six­
t e e n t h , m a r a u d e d a n d o p p r e s s e d b y A u s t r i a n m e r c e n a r i e s i n t h e seven­
t e e n t h c e n t u r y , i n v a d e d b y R u s s i a n a r m i e s i n 1849 a n d 1944, a n d o c c u p i e d 
b y t h e R u m a n i a n s i n 1919 a n d 1944, t h e p e o p l e o f K o l o z s v á r have h a d 
m o r e t h a n t h e i r share o f h a r d s h i p a n d s u f f e r i n g . 

B u t " K o l o z s v a r i a n s " have also w r i t t e n s o m e o f t h e m o s t g l o r i o u s 
r e c o r d s o f H u n g a r i a n h i s t o r y . D u r i n g t he r e i g n s o f t h e k i n g s o f t he 
H o u s e o f Á r p á d , H u n g a r y ' s f i r s t d y n a s t y , K o l o z s v á r d e v e l o p e d i n t o an 
i m p o r t a n t c i t y . I n t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y i t w a s a v e r i t a b l e s ta te w i t h i n 
a s ta te ; i t w a s o v e r w h e l m e d w i t h p r i v i l e g e s b y t h e H u n g a r i a n k i n g s . 
M a t h i a s C o r v i n u s , t h e g r ea t k i n g , w a s b o r n h e r e i n 1443. 

I n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y K o l o z s v á r w a s t h e c i t y w h i c h b e c a m e 
f a m o u s because o f i t s s t r o n g s t a n d f o r l i b e r t y o f consc ience . 

K o l o z s v á r gave s p i r i t u a l l e a d e r s h i p t o t h e R e f o r m a t i o n i n T r a n ­
s y l v a n i a a n d i t s p o p u l a t i o n b e c a m e the c h a m p i o n s o f P r o t e s t a n t i s m i n 
t h a t m o s t ea s t e rn s t r o n g h o l d o f t he P r o t e s t a n t w o r l d . F r a n c i s D á v i d 
p r o c l a i m e d h i s c o n v i c t i o n : " G o d is One , " h e r e a n d K o l o z s v á r has been 
t he R o m e o f U n i t a r i a n i s m i n E u r o p e s ince t h a t t i m e . As e a r l y as t he 
s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y b o t h t h e R e f o r m e d a n d t h e U n i t a r i a n c h u r c h e s 
h a d co l leges i n K o l o z s v á r . I t w a s h e r e t h a t t he f i r s t H u n g a r i a n p r i n t i n g 
press w a s set u p , i n 1580. F r o m t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y o n a r t i s t s , s i lve r ­
s m i t h s , p a i n t e r s , a n d s c u l p t o r s chose K o l o z s v á r as t h e i r h o m e . H e r e t o o 
the f i r s t H u n g a r i a n t h e a t e r arose , t h e N a t i o n a l T h e a t e r f o u n d e d i n 1792. 

A n o t h e r r ea son f o r i t s f a m e w a s i t s d e v e l o p m e n t i n t o a v e r i t a b l e 
f o r t r e s s o f e d u c a t i o n . I t w a s s e c o n d o n l y t o B u d a p e s t i n t he t o t a l n u m ­
b e r o f t eachers a n d s t u d e n t s b u t a s t r o n g f i r s t i n p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s p o p ­
u l a t i o n . I n 1910 t w e n t y - f i v e p e r c e n t o f i t s i n h a b i t a n t s w e r e e i t h e r educa­
t o r s o r s t u d e n t s i n o n e o f K o l o z s v á r ' s m a n y schoo ls . A t t h e t i m e o f the 
t r a n s f e r o f T r a n s y l v a n i a f r o m H u n g a r y t o R u m a n i a i n 1920 t h e r e w e r e 
e i g h t y - n i n e e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e c i t y . A m o n g t h e m w e r e a u n i ­
v e r s i t y , t h r e e t h e o l o g i c a l s e m i n a r i e s , t w o t eache r s ' co l leges , a conserva­
t o r y o f m u s i c , a n a g r i c u l t u r a l a c a d e m y , a n u m b e r o f h i g h schools , t r a d e , 
a n d c o m m e r c i a l s choo l s . M u s e u m s , p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d c u l t u r a l o rgan iza ­
t i o n s , l i t e r a r y c l u b s , p u b l i s h i n g houses , n u m e r o u s p e r i o d i c a l s , a n d f i v e 
d a i l y n e w s p a p e r s a d d t o t h e i m p r e s s i v e l i s t o f c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h ­
i n t he c i t y . T h e h e a l t h a n d w e l f a r e o f t h e c i t y a n d i t s e n v i r o n s w e r e 
s e rved b y t h r e e l a r g e h o s p i t a l s i n c l u d i n g t h e u n i v e r s i t y c l i n i c , severa l 
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s m a l l e r h o s p i t a l s , o l d peop le s ' h o m e s , c h a r i t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d s p o r t s 
c l u b s . I n a l l i n s t ances i t w a s t h e H u n g a r i a n e l e m e n t o f t h e c i t y ' s p o p u l a ­
t i o n w h i c h f o u n d e d these i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h i s m a k e s i t d o u b l y h a r d f o r 
H u n g a r i a n s t h e r e o r , f o r t h a t m a t t e r , f o r p e o p l e o f g o o d - w i l l a n y w h e r e , 
t o w i t n e s s the s u p p r e s s i o n o f H u n g a r i a n c u l t u r e i n K o l o z s v á r t o d a y . 

H I S T O R I C A L L A N D M A R K S O F K O L O Z S V Á R 

K o l o z s v á r is one o f t he o l d e s t c i t i e s i n o l d H u n g a r y . D u r i n g t he t i m e 
o f R o m a n r u l e a t o w n k n o w n as N a p o c a s t o o d t h e r e , p r o b a b l y b u i l t o v e r 
t he s i t e o f a f o r m e r D a c i a n p o p u l a t i o n cen te r . Seve ra l c e n t u r i e s l a t e r the 
H u n g a r i a n s w h o c a m e t o o c c u p y t he a rea b u i l t t h e o ldes t p a r t o f t he 
p r e s e n t c i t y , t h e Ó v á r o s O l d F o r t r e s s , o n t h e a n c i e n t r u i n s . I n t h e m a i n 
p l aza a t t he c e n t e r o f t h i s O l d F o r t r e s s t h e c h a r t e r g i v e n b y K i n g Ste­
p h e n V w a s p r o c l a i m e d b e f o r e t he t o w n burgesses i n the m i d d l e o f the 
t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h e O l d F o r t r e s s w a s a f o r t i f i e d t o w n s u r r o u n d e d b y 
huge w a l l s . T h e g r e a t e r p a r t o f t he t o w n , t he s e c t i o n t h a t c a m e t o be 
b u i l t o u t s i d e t he w a l l s o f t h e O l d F o r t r e s s , w a s i t s e l f s u r r o u n d e d b y 
p r o t e c t i v e w a l l s . These w a l l s , f o r t i f i e d w i t h b a s t i o n s , w e r e d e m o l i s h e d 
a t t h e e n d o f t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y a n d o n l y a f e w sec t ions have been 
l e f t i n t a c t . T h e m o s t s t r i k i n g s ec t i on , c o m p l e t e w i t h i t s c o r n e r f o r t i f i c a ­
t i o n , t h e so-ca l led B e t h l e n B a s t i o n , m a y be seen a t t he c o n t i n u a t i o n o f 
F a r k a s S t r e e t ( t o d a y : S t r a d a K o g a l n i c e a n u ) a n d i t p r o v i d e s a c l ea r 
t u r e o f t he f o r m e r l y i m p r e s s i v e w a l l s a n d b a s t i o n s . 

W i t h i n the O l d F o r t r e s s , b u i l t o n t h e r u i n s o f a f o r m e r R o m a n 
c h u r c h , is a c h u r c h o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t a l o n g g o t h i c l i ne s b y D o m i n i c a n s . 
S u b s e q u e n t l y t a k e n o v e r b y one r e l i g i o u s o r d e r a f t e r a n o t h e r , i t s e rved 
t he R e f o r m e d cause f o r a b o u t one h u n d r e d years b e f o r e i t w a s r e b u i l t 
i n t he b a r o q u e s ty l e a n d t a k e n o v e r b y F r a n c i s c a n s . T h e r e f e c t o r y , h o w ­
ever , has been p r e s e r v e d a l m o s t i n i t s o r i g i n a l f o r m a n d is a n i n t e r e s t ­
i n g e x a m p l e o f T r a n s y l v a n i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e w h i c h a p p l i e d a f o r e i g n s t y l e 
w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

T h e l a rges t c h u r c h , a n d o n e o f the o ldes t i n the l a n d , is S t . M i c h a e l ' s , 
a m a g n i f i c e n t p iece o f T r a n s y l v a n i a n g o t h i c a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t w a s b u i l t i n 
the m i d d l e o f t h e g rea t p l a z a i n t he c e n t e r o f the c i t y . I t s p r e s e n t ba­
r o q u e t o w e r is t he t h i r d t h a t t h e c h u r c h has h a d , t he t w o p r e v i o u s t o w ­
ers h a v i n g been d e s t r o y e d . B e g u n i n t he second h a l f o f t h e f o u r t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y , t he c h u r c h r e c e i v e d s u b s t a n t i a l ass is tance f o r i t s c o m p l e t i o n 
f r o m K i n g S i g i s m u n d a r o u n d t he yea r 1400. H i s coa t o f a r m s is seen at 
t w o p laces o n t h e c h u r c h ' s facade . 

S o u t h o f t h e c a t h e d r a l s t ands t he e q u e s t r i a n s t a tue o f K i n g M a t t h i a s I , 
e x e c u t e d b y J á n o s F a d r u s z a n d e r e c t e d i n 1902. 
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O r i g i n a l l y , t h e p l a z a w a s s u r r o u n d e d b y rena issance-s ty le h o m e s o f 
w e l l - t o - d o burgesses a n d l a t e r b y t he p a l a t i a l h o m e s o f H u n g a r i a n a r i s ­
t o c r a t s . M a n y o f these b u i l d i n g s have b e e n p r e s e r v e d i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
f o r m . T h e p a r i s h house , t h e J ó s i k a m a n s i o n , t h e S z a t h m á r y m a n s i o n , 
a n d t he b a r o q u e B á n f f y pa lace a r e a f e w . O n e o f t h e m o s t b e a u t i f u l 
b a r o q u e - s t y l e b u i l d i n g s i n t h e c i t y i s t h e f o r m e r T o l d a l a g i - K o r d a m a n s i o n 
a t t h e c o r n e r o f K i r á l y a n d M i n o r i t e S t r ee t s ( t o d a y : S t r a d a A u g u s t u s 23) 
t h a t w a s b u i l t b e t w e e n 1801 a n d 1807 b y t he I t a l i a n a r c h i t e c t C a r l o 
J u s t i . 

I n t he s o u t h e r n s e c t i o n o f the c i t y , n e a r the B e t h l e n B a s t i o n , t h e r e 
is l o c a t e d one o f t h e m o s t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t r u c t u r e s o f T r a n s y l v a n i a n 
ecc les i a s t i ca l a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t is t he g r e a t R e f o r m e d C h u r c h o n F a r k a s 
S t r e e t ( t o d a y : S t r a d a K o g a l n i c e a n u ) a n d is o n e o f t h e o l d f o r t i f i e d 
c h u r c h e s o f the c o u n t r y . T h i s t o w e r l e s s a n d s ingle-nave s t r u c t u r e , b u i l t 
b y K i n g M a t t h i a s I , w a s o n c e a M i n o r i t e c h u r c h b u t s ince t h e R e f o r m a ­
t i o n has se rved a c o n g r e g a t i o n . M i c h a e l A p a f f y , a P r i n c e o f T r a n s y l v a n i a , 
is b u r i e d i n t he c h u r c h ' s c r y p t . 

U n t i l K o l o z s v á r c a m e u n d e r R u m a n i a n r u l e , F a r k a s S t r e e t w a s t h e 
L a t i n Q u a r t e r , t h e s t r ee t o f s choo l s a n d col leges i n K o l o z s v á r . N e x t t o 
the R e f o r m e d c h u r c h is t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e c h u r c h ' s f o r m e r h i g h s choo l , 
g e n e r a l l y k n o w n as t h e " R e f o r m e d Co l l ege . " T h e f o r m e r h i g h s c h o o l o f 
the P i a r i s t F a t h e r s i s a t t h e h e a d o f t h e s t r ee t a n d is b u i l t o v e r t h e s i te 
o f a f o r m e r Jesu i t u n i v e r s i t y f o u n d e d b y I s t v á n B á t h o r y , P r i n c e o f T r a n ­
s y l v a n i a a n d l a t e r K i n g o f P o l a n d . S t . Joseph 's S e m i n a r y i s i n t h e v i c i n i t y 
o f t h i s s c h o o l . W i t h t h e loss o f i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d t h e i m p o s i t i o n o f Haps -
b u r g r u l e i n T r a n s y l v a n i a t h e J e su i t u n i v e r s i t y ceased t o ex i s t . T h e Piar­
i s t F a t h e r s f o r a w h i l e m a i n t a i n e d a " L y c e u m " w i t h f a c u l t i e s o f l a w , 
p h i l o s o p h y , n a t u r a l science, a n d m e d i c i n e . T h e l a r g e m a i n b u i l d i n g o f 
t he H u n g a r i a n u n i v e r s i t y , c o n s t r u c t e d i n t he neo-renaissance s t y l e a n d 
o c c u p y i n g a n e n t i r e b l o c k , w a s a l so b u i l t h e r e i n 1872. T h i s s c h o o l , t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y o f K o l o z s v á r , b e c a m e one o f t h e m o s t r e s p e c t e d u n i v e r s i t i e s 
i n C e n t r a l E u r o p e . 

T h e " S t o n e T h e a t e r " w a s a lso b u i l t o n F a r k a s S t r ee t . T h e cos t o f 
c o n s t r u c t i o n w a s c o v e r e d b y p o p u l a r s u b s c r i p t i o n a n d i t w a s o p e n e d i n 
1821. M o s t o f t h e l e a d i n g H u n g a r i a n a c t o r s a n d actresses p e r f o r m e d o n 
i t s s tage. A f t e r t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f the n e w H u n g a r i a n t hea t e r , w h i c h to­
d a y is t h e R u m a n i a n O p e r a H o u s e , t h e o l d t h e a t e r w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o 
t he u n i v e r s i t y . W i t h R u m a n i a n o c c u p a t i o n i t w a s r e b u i l t as a mess h a l l 
f o r s t u d e n t s . T o d a y t h i s o l d t h e a t e r b u i l d i n g bea r s n o t r a c e o f t h e p u r ­
pose f o r w h i c h i t w a s b u i l t a n d c a n n o l o n g e r be c o n s i d e r e d a n h i s t o r i c 
m o n u m e n t . 

A f i t t i n g n o t e o n w h i c h t o c lose t h i s c h a p t e r is t o m e n t i o n t he l a rge , 

a n c i e n t H á z s o n g á r d C e m e t e r y i n K o l o z s v á r . A t t h e f o o t o f t h e Fe l ek 
M o u n t a i n , i t is t h e r e s t i n g p l ace o f m a n y c h u r c h d i g n i t a r i e s , m u n i c i p a l 
a n d p u b l i c f i g u r e s , a n d t he m e m b e r s o f o u t s t a n d i n g T r a n s y l v a n i a n f a m ­
i l i e s . I n s p i r i t f a r r e m o v e d f r o m p re sen t i d e o l o g i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l s t r i f e , 
i t s y m b o l i z e s t he p a s s i n g o f a p r o u d t r a d i t i o n w h i c h , t h o u g h f o r g o t t e n 
b v m e n , is k n o w n t o G o d . 

1. " Population Conditions in Transylvania, ' ' Journal de la Soc. Hongroise de Statis­
tique, Budapest, 1939. 

2. Recensamentul General al Populatiei Romane din 1930, Institutul Central de Sta­
tistics, Bucuresti, 1930. 

3. Populatis Republicii Populara Romane le 25 Januarie 1948, Institutul Central de 
Statistics, Bucuresti, 1948. 

1. Annarul Statistic al R.P.R., 1960, Bucuresti. 
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THE PRESENT SITUATION OF HUNGARIANS 
IN TRANSYLVANIA 

E v e r s ince t h e v i c i s s i t u d e s o f h i s t o r y c o m p e l l e d t h e H u n g a r i a n s i n 
T r a n s y l v a n i a t o c o m e u n d e r R u m a n i a n r u l e t h e y have l i v e d as t h i r d - c l a s s 
c i t i z e n s i f n o t p r i s o n e r s o f t h e s ta te . A n d t h i s i n t he t e r r i t o r y t h a t has 
been t h e i r h o m e l a n d f o r one t h o u s a n d years ! T h e i r f r a m e o f m i n d is bes t 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d as o n e o f f ea r i n d u c e d b y t e r r o r a n d t he R u m a n i a n p o l i c y 
o f o p p r e s s i o n u n d e r w h i c h t h e y h a d t o l i v e . T h a t p o l i c y , t o say multum 
in parvo, has l e d t o t he d e p o r t a t i o n o f H u n g a r i a n s f r o m S o u t h e r n T r a n ­
s y l v a n i a t o c o n c e n t r a t i o n c a m p s i n 1940 a n d 1941; t h e mass m u r d e r , o r 
genoc ide , o f H u n g a r i a n s i n 1944 a n d 1945; t h e d e p o r t a t i o n s a n d i m p r i s o n ­
m e n t s , u n d e r i n h u m a n c o n d i t i o n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f H u n g a r i a n s a n d t he 
c o n f i s c a t i o n o f t h e i r l a n d s a n d h o m e s ; t h e s y s t e m a t i c h a r a s s m e n t a n d 
p e r s e c u t i o n o f P r o t e s t a n t a n d R o m a n C a t h o l i c c l e r g y m e n o n t r u m p e d - u p 
charges a n d t h e i r f r e q u e n t i m p r i s o n m e n t o r d e p o r t a t i o n t o c o n c e n t r a ­
t i o n c a m p s i n t h e m a r s h l a n d s o f D o b r u j a o r t he was t e s o f B a r a g a n ; t he 
n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f t h e a n c i e n t P r o t e s t a n t a n d R o m a n C a t h o l i c day-schoo l 
sys t ems a n d t he c o n f i s c a t i o n o f t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s ; t h e p r o h i b i t i o n o f the 
use o f t h e H u n g a r i a n l anguage i n a l l g o v e r n m e n t b u i l d i n g s a n d m a n y i n ­
d u s t r i e s a n d shops , a n d t h e p u n i s h m e n t o f those w h o b r e a k t h i s l a w ; t he 
r e f u s a l t o a l l o w H u n g a r i a n s t o m o v e f r o m f a r m l a n d s t o t o w n s o r c i t i e s 
a n d severe j o b d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ; t he false i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f h i s t o r y t a u g h t 
i n a l l R u m a n i a n schoo l s a n d d i s s e m i n a t e d i n t he p ress a n d b y o t h e r mass 
m e d i a ; t he l i q u i d a t i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l M a g y a r c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s — l i ­
b r a r i e s , m u s e u m s a n d m o n u m e n t s — o r f r a u d u l e n t l y t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e m , 
o f t e n s u b t l y , i n t o R u m a n i a n i n s t i t u t i o n s . These , a n d o t h e r s u n m e n t i o n e d , 
a re t h e h a r d fac ts o f l i f e w i t h w h i c h T r a n s y l v a n i a n H u n g a r i a n s l i v e f r o m 
day t o day , R u m a n i a n p r o p a g a n d a t o the c o n t r a r y n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g . 

I n a n a r t i c l e d e a l i n g w i t h t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f H u n g a r i a n s i n T r a n ­
s y l v a n i a t he r e spec t ed Neue Ziiricher Zeitung o f D e c e m b e r 3, 1967 s t a t ed 
t h a t " t h e p resence o f t he secret p o l i c e is s t i l l s t r o n g . P o l i t i c a l o p p o n e n t s 
a n d t r o u b l e s o m e i n t e l l e c t u a l s a re p u t b e h i n d b a r s w i t h o u t d e l a y . " T h i s 
f ea r keeps peop le f r o m s p e a k i n g f r e e l y a b o u t t h e i r p l i g h t t o v i s i t o r s . 
T h e y a re a w a r e o f t h e a p p a r e n t o m n i p r e s e n c e o f R u m a n i a n o f f i c i a l d o m 
i n t h e pe r sons o f t he o r d i n a r y p o l i c e , s e c u r i t y p o l i c e , c i v i l o f f i c i a l s , 
m e m b e r s o f t h e m i l i t i a , o r o f t he c o m m u n i s t p a r t y a n d t he d a n g e r o f 

even a p p e a r i n g t o b e g i v i n g i n f o r m a t i o n u n f a v o r a b l e t o t h e s ta te t o 
a f o r e i g n e r . W i t h i n f o r m a n t s o f t h e s ta te i n k e y p o s i t i o n s i t is l i t t l e 
w o n d e r t h a t t h e M a g y a r s d a r e t o r e v e a l t h e i r t r u e fee l ings o n l y w i t h i n 
t he f a m i l y c i r c l e o r t o f r i e n d s o n w h o s e c o n f i d e n c e t h e y c a n r e l y . 

R U M A N I A N A T R O C I T I E S 

T o c i t e a p a r t i c u l a r i n s t a n c e o f t e r r o r , a f t e r t h e b l o o d y s u p p r e s s i o n 
o f t h e F r e e d o m F i g h t i n H u n g a r y i n 1956, R u m a n i a n a u t h o r i t i e s a r r e s t e d 
o n fa lse charges m a n y H u n g a r i a n s , i n c l u d i n g P r o t e s t a n t m i n i s t e r s a n d 
R o m a n C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s , a n d s en t enced t h e m t o p r i s o n o r t o d e a t h . T h e 
p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s o f s o m e o f these pe r sons w e r e d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l i n t h e 
W e s t G e r m a n w e e k l y Der Spiegel i n 1966. T h e f o l l o w i n g , t a k e n f r o m t h e 
a r t i c l e , a r e t y p i c a l : 

Irén Péterfi, a s t u d e n t o f h i s t o r y , w a s s e n t e n c e d t o t e n years i m ­
p r i s o n m e n t because she w r o t e i n h e r p r i v a t e d i a r y t h a t she s y m p a t h i z e d 
w i t h t h e even t s o f O c t o b e r - N o v e m b e r 1956 i n B u d a p e s t . T h e d i a r y w a s 
f o u n d b y t h e p o l i c e d u r i n g a s e a r c h o f h e r h o m e ; 

András Bereczky, a m e m b e r o f t he C o m m u n i s t p a r t y a n d h e a d o f 
t he I n s t i t u t e o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m o f t h e B o l y a i U n i v e r s i t y , w a s sen­
t e n c e d t o f i f t e e n yea r s i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r h a v i n g f a i l e d t o r e p o r t t o t h e 
p o l i c e t h a t t w o o f h i s f r i e n d s , Dobai a n d Varga, p l a n n e d t o , b u t d i d n o t , 
a sk t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r ass is tance t o h e l p solve t h e T r a n s y l v a n i a n 
p r o b l e m t h r o u g h a n exchange o f p o p u l a t i o n s ; 

János Bartha, a s t uden t -poe t i n K o l o z s v á r - C l u j , w a s s en t enced t o 
seven yea r s i m p r i s o n m e n t , a n d t h e o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e u n i v e r s i t y 
c o u n c i l t o f i v e yea r s each . T h e t r i a l s l a s t e d o n l y a f e w m i n u t e s a n d w e r e 
h e l d i n t h e p r i s o n o f S z a m o s ú j v á r - G h e r l a . T h e r e s p o n d e n t s l e a r n e d a b o u t 
t h e i r sentences f r o m p r i s o n p e r s o n n e l . T h e i n h u m a n c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e 
p r i s o n l e d t o p r i s o n r i o t s o n J u n e 14, 1958. T h e r e s i s t ance o f o n e h u n d r e d 
t w e n t y - s i x H u n g a r i a n p r i s o n e r s i n c e l l e igh ty - seven w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s t r o n g a n d m a c h i n e g u n s w e r e u s e d t o s u b d u e t h e m . T h o s e i n v o l v e d i n 
t h e r i o t s w e r e t o r t u r e d ; 

Gyula Vári a n d István Várhegyi, u n i v e r s i t y docen t s , w e r e sen tenced 
t o seven a n d s i x yea r s i m p r i s o n m e n t r e s p e c t i v e l y because t h e y h a d 
s ea rched f o r t he g raves o f pas t H u n g a r i a n poe t s , w r i t e r s , a n d sc i en t i s t s 
i n the H á z s o n g a r d C e m e t e r y o f K o l o z s v á r - C l u j a n d i n d o i n g so h a d "na­
t i o n a l i s t i c m o t i v a t i o n , " a n d because i t w a s a l l eged t h e y h a d d i s t r i b u t e d 
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y d o c u m e n t s , i . e., n e w s a b o u t t h e H u n g a r i a n R e v o l u ­
t i o n a n d F r e e d o m F i g h t o f 1956; 

A u n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t n a m e d Szilágyi w a s s en t enced t o t w e n t y - f i v e 
years i m p r i s o n m e n t because he w r o t e a l e t t e r t o t h e H u n g a r i a n W r i t e r s ' 
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A s s o c i a t i o n i n B u d a p e s t d u r i n g t h e R e v o l u t i o n o f 1956. Seve ra l h u n d r e d 

p e o p l e w e r e s en t enced t o i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r p e r i o d s r a n g i n g f r o m o n e 

t o t h r e e years because t h e y h a d been r e p o r t e d t o have l i s t e n e d t o t he 

n e w s b r o a d c a s t s o f R a d i o B u d a p e s t ; 

János Dobri, a p r o f e s s o r a t t h e R e f o r m e d T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y , w a s 

s en tenced t o s ix yea r s ; a h i g h s c h o o l t eache r n a m e d Komáromy w a s sen­

t e n c e d t o f i v e years ; a n d Dr. Dezső László, a m i n i s t e r o f t h e f o u r h u n d r e d 

yea r o l d R e f o r m e d C h u r c h a t K o l o z s v á r - C l u j , w a s s en t enced t o t h r e e 

years i m p r i s o n m e n t . T h e c h a r g e aga ins t a l l t h r e e w a s t h a t t h e y h a d i n 

t h e i r possess ion cop ies o f t he f a m o u s p o e m : " O n e Sen tence a b o u t T y r a n ­

n y " b y G y u l a I l l y é s , a H u n g a r i a n p o e t a n d c u r r e n t l y m e m b e r o f the 

p r e s i d i u m o f t h e H u n g a r i a n W r i t e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n a n d d e p u t y c h a i r m a n 

o f t he H u n g a r i a n Pen C l u b . 

George B a i l e y , an A m e r i c a n j o u r n a l i s t , d e s c r i b e d t he o p p r e s s i o n o f 

H u n g a r i a n s i n T r a n s y l v a n i a i n The Reporter o f N o v e m b e r , 1964. A c c o r d ­

i n g t o h i m , a f t e r t h e c r u s h i n g o f t h e H u n g a r i a n R e v o l u t i o n o f 1956 

thousands of Hungarians were arrested, perhaps hundreds put to 
death. In one trial alone in Cluj, thirteen out of fifty-seven accused 
were executed. This year some eight thousand political prisoners 
were released with considerable fanfare by the Rumanian govern­
ment in a general amnesty. But as far as I could ascertain in my 
recent travels through Transylvania, not one of the Hungarians 
arrested during the revolt has yet been released. 

H e w e n t o n t o s ta te t h a t " t h e R u m a n i a n des i re t o keep t he H u n g a ­

r i a n m i n o r i t y i n i t s p l ace has f o u n d m o r e a n d m o r e w a y s o f e x p r e s s i n g 

i t s e l f . " 

F O R C E F U L R U M A N 1 A N I Z A T I O N 

B a i l e y ' s a r t i c l e c o n f i r m e d o t h e r r e p o r t s t h a t w e r e c o m i n g o u t o f 

R u m a n i a : 

The most far-reaching measure, however, was the merging of Hun­
garian with Rumanian schools. By the end of 1962 there was no 
longer a single wholly separate Hungarian school in Rumania. 
Within two years the new dispensation had made a mockery of the 
constitution's guarantee of access to schools where instruction is 
given in each people's "mother tongue." Rumanian has effectively 
replaced Hungarian at every level as the language of official and 
public life. This is not only because the leaders and key func­
tionaries of the region are all Rumanians who know no Hungarian; 
employees throughout the region have been put on notice that if 

they fail to use Rumanian in public they will be summarily dis­
missed. 

I have seen how these regulations work. When I stepped into 
a shop in Targu Mures and addressed the salesclerk in Hungarian, 
he answered in Rumanian. I persisted in Hungarian. He persisted 
in Rumanian. Finally I asked him if he spoke Hungarian. "When­
ever I can," he answered in Hungarian, "but we are under orders 
to speak Rumanian to customers." I asked if Targu Mures was not 
the capital of the Hungarian Region. "This is the capital of Limbo," 
he replied. 

Rumania's transformation from an obsequious satellite practic­
ing "genuine proletarian internationalism" to a fiercely independent 
national state pursuing a policy of forcible assimilation of minori­
ties is accompanied by a propaganda offensive on a broad front 
that includes the reinterpretation of history as a method of further­
ing the Rumanianization of Rumania. 

The Rumanian authorities have adopted a wide variety of other 
measures to isolate the Hungarian minority from contact with what 
most of them think of as their homeland. A Hungarian in Rumania 
must wait for six months to a year for permission to visit relatives 
in Hungary — if he is lucky. Foreign tourists in Rumania are al­
lowed the run of the country — unless the tourist happens to be 
a Hungarian citizen. In this case he is restricted to a radius of six 
kilometers from the center of the location he designates as his des­
tination upon entering the country. If he oversteps this limit, the 
Hungarian tourist is arrested, interrogated, and summarily deport­
ed — if he is lucky. 

C O L L E C T I V I Z A T I O N B Y T E R R O R 

A f e w yea r s ago t h e R u m a n i a n " m i l i t i a " ( g e n d a r m e s , p o l i c e , p o l i t i c a l 
p o l i c e , a n d i n v e s t i g a t o r s ) c o e r c e d Szekelys i n t h e H u n g a r i a n a u t o n o m ­
ous t e r r i t o r y b y b e a t i n g t h e m u p o r b y t o r t u r i n g t h e m t o m a k e t h e m 
j o i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l c o o p e r a t i v e s k n o w n as c o l l e c t i v e s a n d t o h a n d ove r , 
w i t h o u t c o m p e n s a t i o n , t h e i r l ands , a n i m a l s , a n d e q u i p m e n t . T h i s l a t t e r 
w a s t o b e d o n e " v o l u n t a r i l y . " T h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s f o r c e d c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n 
w e r e b i t t e r n e s s , p o v e r t y , e x t r e m e l y l o w l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s , a n d a b a n d o n e d 
l ands a n d l o w y i e l d s . People w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n i n c l u d i n g c l e r g y m e n , 
a re f o r c e d t o w o r k i n t he c o l l e c t i v e s a n d even t h e n i t t o o k b e a t i n g a n d 
t o r t u r e t o s u b d u e t he Szekelys . I n G y e r g y o p e o p l e f l e d t o t h e fo res t s 
o r m o u n t a i n s b u t t h e R u m a n i a n m i l i t i a h u n t e d t h e m d o w n a n d s h o t 
t h e m . M a n y o t h e r s w e r e a r r e s t e d a n d sent t o c o n c e n t r a t i o n c a m p s o r 
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p r i s o n s . M a n y w e r e f o r c e d t o s t a n d i n w a t e r chest-deep f o r days u n t i l 
t h e y f i n a l l y s u c c u m b e d a n d j o i n e d the c o l l e c t i v e s " v o l u n t a r i l y . " A t r u s t ­
w o r t h y w i t n e s s f r o m t h e U n i t e d S ta tes r e l a t e s t h a t a r e l a t i v e h e v i s i t e d 
i n 1966 w a s i n h o s p i t a l w i t h e lephant -s ize legs d u e t o s u c h t r e a t m e n t . 
Respec t ed peasan t - f a rmer s w e r e t i e d a n d f o r c e d t o w a l k t h r o u g h the 
s t r ee t s o f G y e r g y o r e m e t e - R e m e t e i a as a l e sson t o o t h e r s . T o d a y these 
peasan t - f a rmer s w h o w e r e t h e b a c k - b o n e o f t h e o l d e c o n o m y are the 
m o s t m i s e r a b l y t r e a t e d m e m b e r s i n t h e c o l l e c t i v e s . 

I n G y e r g y o r e m e t e t he c o m m a n d e r o f t he R u m a n i a n m i l i t i a t o r t u r e d 
a n d b l a c k m a i l e d m a n y p e o p l e u n t i l one n i g h t he w a s b e a t e n s e r i o u s l y 
b y y o u n g Szekelys . H e w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o a n e i g h b o r i n g H u n g a r i a n v i l l a g e 
w h e r e he t o r t u r e d t o d e a t h a y o u n g H u n g a r i a n b o y . A n i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
w a s l a u n c h e d a t t he r e q u e s t o f t h e p a r e n t s a n d i t w a s e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t 
t he b o y h a d been b e a t e n t o d e a t h . T h e m u r d e r e r , h o w e v e r , w a s o n l y 
t r a n s f e r r e d once a g a i n , as p u n i s h m e n t . T h i s same o f f i c i a l w a s m a d e a 
l e a d i n g p a r t y f u n c t i o n a r y i n G y e r g y o s z e n t m i k l o s - G h e o r g h e n i i n t h e s u m ­
m e r o f 1966 e n j o y i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e p o w e r . 

R U M A N I A N L I B E R A L I S M 

I n o r d e r t o concea l the t r u e s i t u a t i o n o f m i n o r i t i e s t he R u m a n i a n 
C o m m u n i s t r e g i m e t akes c o n s i d e r a b l e p a i n s t o s h o w t h a t i t has a d o p t e d 
a m o r e l i b e r a l a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t he H u n g a r i a n m i n o r i t y . I n o r d e r t o 
m a k e i t a p p e a r t h a t t h e H u n g a r i a n s a re o n t h e i r s ide t h e y l i s t t h e h a n d ­
f u l o f H u n g a r i a n c o l l a b o r a t o r s a n d t r a i t o r s w h o , m o t i v a t e d b y p e r s o n a l 
a m b i t i o n a n d o f t e n u s i n g R u m a n i a n i z e d n a m e s , f o l l o w t h e o r d e r s i s sued 
b y t h e R u m a n i a n o v e r l o r d s . A u t h o r i t i e s a l so m e n t i o n t h a t t h e r e is a 
H u n g a r i a n l anguage press a n d t h a t t h e r e a re H u n g a r i a n t h e a t e r s i n 
R u m a n i a , b u t t h e y d o n o t m e n t i o n t h a t t h e y have b e e n m a d e i n s t r u ­
m e n t s o f s u b t l e R u m a n i a n C o m m u n i s t p r o p a g a n d a i n o r d e r t o n i p i n 
t he b u d a n y H u n g a r i a n n a t i o n a l i s t s e n t i m e n t , a n y h i s t o r i c a l consc ious ­
ness, o r m e m o r y . T h e y a lso speak a b o u t f u l l r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m i n t he 
c o u n t r y a n d t h a t t h e languages o f n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t y g r o u p s a r e t a u g h t 
i n t h e schoo l s . 

T H E S I T U A T I O N O F T H E C H U R C H E S 

T h e t r u e s i t u a t i o n , h o w e v e r , i s t h a t t he H u n g a r i a n c h u r c h e s a re ex­
p o s e d t o c o n s i d e r a b l e duress a n d t h a t C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s a n d P r o t e s t a n t 
m i n i s t e r s a re exposed t o c o n s t a n t h a r a s s m e n t . A R e f o r m e d m i n i s t e r i n 
one o f t h e v i l l ages i n T r a n s y l v a n i a r e c e n t l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d t he s i t u a t i o n 
t o a r e l a t i v e , a U n i t e d Sta tes c i t i z e n , as f o l l o w s : " W e a re u n a b l e t o r e s i s t 

t h i s p r e s s u r e a n y l o n g e r a n d w e s h a l l p e r i s h . Y o u n g p e o p l e d o n o t c o m e 
t o t he c h u r c h . O n l y e l d e r l y peop le d a r e t o c o m e . I a m u n a b l e t o speak 
a b o u t a n y t h i n g a t a l l b u t r e l i g i o n . I a m u n d e r c o n s t a n t s u r v e i l l a n c e a n d 
I have t o even be a f r a i d o f m y o w n r e l a t i v e s . " 

F o r a f e w e x a m p l e s o f the p res su res a p p l i e d t o c h u r c h m e n t h e f o l ­
l o w i n g in s t ances a re c i t e d : 

T h e s e c o n d f l o o r o f t he R e f o r m e d T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y w a s t a k e n 
o v e r b y t h e R u m a n i a n s w h o have u sed i t f o r class r o o m s f o r p o l i t i c a l 
s e m i n a r s g i v e n t o s c h o o l t eachers . 

I n h i s f ea r o f p o l i t i c a l p e r s e c u t i o n B é l a T ő k é s , a R e f o r m e d m i n i s ­
t e r i n N a g y b á n y a , c o m m i t t e d s u i c i d e i n 1962. P r i o r t o a m n e s t i e s t e n Re­
f o r m e d m i n i s t e r s w e r e h e l d i n p r i s o n , a m o n g t h e m K á l m á n Cs iha , J á n o s 
Feke te , Fe renc V i s k i , a n d K á l m á n V a r g a , a m i n i s t e r i n A b r u d b á n y a . 
Those re leased w e r e : D e z s ő L á s z l ó , G u s z t á v A n d r á s , P é t e r N a g y r ó b , a n d 
J á n o s D o b r i , a P ro f e s so r o f T h e o l o g y . 

Gyula Dávid, Jr., a n ass i s t an t u n i v e r s i t y p ro f e s so r , w a s i m p r i s o n e d 
because he d e l i v e r e d a c o m m e m o r a t i v e address a t t he t o m b o f J á n o s 
A p á c z a i Csere i n t he H á z s o n g á r d C e m e t e r y i n K o l o z s v á r a f t e r t he Free­
d o m F i g h t i n 1956. Csere w a s a l e a d i n g H u n g a r i a n s c i e n t i s t o f h i s t i m e 
w h o f o u n d e d t h e R e f o r m e d Col lege o f K o l o z s v á r a n d d i e d i n 1659. 

T h e s i t u a t i o n o f t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n T r a n s y l v a n i a i s as 
d e p l o r a b l e as i s t h a t o f t h e R e f o r m e d C h u r c h . Áron Márton, a R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c b i s h o p i n T r a n s y l v a n i a , w a s i m p r i s o n e d i n 1948; he r e c e i v e d 
p e r m i s s i o n t o r e t u r n t o G y u l a f e h é r v á r - A l b a J u l i a i n 1955 b u t he w a s 
k e p t t h e r e u n d e r house a r r e s t u n t i l t h e F a l l o f 1967. R u m o r s a re t h a t 
he is n o l o n g e r u n d e r h o u s e a r r e s t b u t he is n o t a l l o w e d t o m o v e f r ee ly 
o u t s i d e h i s r e s idence . M a n y R o m a n C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s w e r e i m p r i s o n e d f o r 
p e r i o d s r a n g i n g f r o m f i v e t o t e n years , some o f t h e m d e p o r t e d t o t he 
B a r a g a n w h e r e t h e y s u f f e r e d i n h u m a n t r e a t m e n t . A c c o r d i n g t o r e l i a b l e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , a n u m b e r o f these p r i e s t s w e r e re leased i n t he amnes t i e s 
b u t t h e y w e r e n o t a l l o w e d t o r e s u m e t h e i r w o r k o r r e t u r n t o t h e i r res i ­
dences. T h e y a re h e l p e d b y m i n i s t e r s w h o s t i l l r ece ive t h e i r s ta te 
s t i p e n d s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Papi Egység, a p e r i o d i c a l p u b l i s h e d i n V i e n n a , i n f o r m a ­
t i o n c o m i n g f r o m T r a n s y l v a n i a a t t h e e n d o f 1966 i n d i c a t e s t h a t p r i e s t s 
w h o a re n o t o f f i c i a l l y r e c o g n i z e d o r accep t ed b y t he s ta te a re l e f t t o 
t h e i r fa te . T h e y ce l eb ra t e mass c l a n d e s t i n e l y o r i n p r i v a t e h o m e s w i t h ­
o u t t he k n o w l e d g e o f t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . T h e r e a re a lso p r i e s t s w h o a re a l 
l o w e d t o c e l eb ra t e masses i n p u b l i c b u t a r e f o r b i d d e n t o p e r f o r m a n y 
o t h e r ecc l e s i a s t i ca l f u n c t i o n s . Y o u n g p r i e s t s have t o w a i t f o r as l o n g as 
e igh t een m o n t h s t o o b t a i n t h e i r s ta te p e r m i t s t o f u n c t i o n as c l e r i c s . D u r ­
i n g t h a t p e r i o d t h e y a re a l l o w e d t o w o r k as t e m p o r a r y ass i s tan t s w i t h o u t 
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p a y l i v i n g o n t he c h a r i t y o f o t h e r s . T h e r e i s a " n u m e r u s c l a u s u s " i n f o r c e 
b o t h a t t h e o n l y s e m i n a r y , a t G y u l a f e h é r v á r - A l b a J u l i a , a n d i n t he c h o i r ­
m a s t e r s c h o o l . I f a n y o n e o f t h e t w e n t y - o n e t h e o l o g i c a l s t u d e n t s per­
m i t t e d t o e n r o l l d r o p s o u t d u r i n g t he s c h o o l yea r h i s p l ace m u s t be k e p t 
v a c a n t . T h e p o l i c e i n s t i t u t i o n k n o w n as t h e O f f i c e o f C h u r c h A f f a i r s 
m a i n t a i n s s t r o n g c o n t r o l o v e r a l l f u n c t i o n s o f t he c h u r c h e s . M a n y p a r i s h 
b u i l d i n g s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t he t o w n s , a r e o v e r c r o w d e d w i t h t e n a n t s p u t i n 
t h e m b y t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . I t is o n l y i n e x c e p t i o n a l cases t h a t t he p a s t o r a n d 
h i s c h a p l a i n a re a l l o w e d t o keep i n d i v i d u a l r o o m s f o r t hemse lves . F o r 
e x a m p l e , t h e p a s t o r o f a p a r i s h c h u r c h i n T e m e s v á r m u s t l i v e i n a s u b l e t 
r o o m i n a s u b u r b k n o w n as M e h a l a because t he p a r i s h b u i l d i n g w a s 
c o n f i s c a t e d a n d u s e d as o f f i c e space b y the R u m a n i a n s ta te a u t h o r i t i e s . 
R e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n is p e r m i t t e d o n l y i n t h e c h u r c h e s a n d o n l y o n Sat­
u r d a y s a n d S u n d a y s . I n m a n y p laces a u t h o r i t i e s keep p a r e n t s u n d e r 
du ress i n o r d e r t o p r e v e n t the r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n o f c h i l d r e n . T h e t h r e a t 
o f l o s i n g t h e i r j o b s l o o m s o v e r t h e i r heads c o n t i n u a l l y . 

S C H O O L S 

P r o t e s t a n t a n d R o m a n C a t h o l i c h i g h schools o f severa l c e n t u r i e s 
s t a n d i n g have a l l been e i t h e r l i q u i d a t e d b y t he r e g i m e o r t r a n s f o r m e d 
i n t o R u m a n i a n s ta te i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h t h e a i m o f s p r e a d i n g t h e s p i r i t 
o f C o m m u n i s m a n d R u m a n i a n n a t i o n a l c h a u v i n i s m . O n l y c e r t a i n sub­
j e c t s a r e t a u g h t i n H u n g a r i a n i n t h e H u n g a r i a n schoo l s a n d t h e n u m ­
b e r o f these sub j ec t s is s t e a d i l y dec reas ing . T h e same s i t u a t i o n p r e v a i l s 
i n t h e e l e m e n t a r y schoo ls . T h e t e a c h i n g o f R u m a n i a n i s c o m p u l s o r y al­
r eady i n t h e s econd g r a d e o f these i n s t i t u t i o n s a t a t i m e w h e n t he c h i l d ­
r e n a re s t i l l u n a b l e t o r e a d a n d w r i t e i n t h e i r m o t h e r t o n g u e . I n t he 
S z é k e l y v i l l a g e s o f t he e u p h e m i s t i c a l l y c a l l e d " H u n g a r i a n a u t o n o m o u s 
r e g i o n " i n s t r u c t i o n i n t he f o u r l o w e r grades o f t he schoo l s i s s t i l l i n 
H u n g a r i a n . O n the o t h e r h a n d , i n s t r u c t i o n i n the f o u r h u n d r e d y e a r o l d 
B e t h l e n h i g h s c h o o l o f N a g y e n y e d , f o r m e r l y o p e r a t e d b y t he R e f o r m e d 
C h u r c h , is g i v e n h a l f i n H u n g a r i a n a n d h a l f i n R u m a n i a n . T h e g r a d u a t e s 
o f H u n g a r i a n schools su f f e r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n h i g h s c h o o l , co l lege , a n d 
u n i v e r s i t y a d m i s s i o n s . I n o r d e r t o a v o i d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n p a r e n t s e n r o l l 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n R u m a n i a n schoo l s i n i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s . W h i l e t he 
R u m a n i a n s t a te boas t s t h a t t h e r e a re H u n g a r i a n schoo l s w h e r e t e a c h i n g 
is p a r t l y i n H u n g a r i a n , i t does a l l t h a t i t can t o l i q u i d a t e these i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s . 

T h i s p o l i c y is bes t o b s e r v e d i n the f i e l d o f u n i v e r s i t y e d u c a t i o n . T h e 
f a m o u s H u n g a r i a n U n i v e r s i t y o f K o l o z s v á r , f o r c e d t o o c c u p y t he s m a l l 
b u i l d i n g o f a g i r l s ' s c h o o l a f t e r 1945, w a s m e r g e d w i t h a R u m a n i a n U n i ­
v e r s i t y u n d e r t he n a m e o f B a b e s - B o l y a i U n i v e r s i t y o f Sciences, a n d i n ­

s t r u c t i o n i n H u n g a r i a n w a s s y s t e m a t i c a l l y r e d u c e d so t h a t n o w o n l y a 
f e w s u b j e c t s a r e b e i n g t a u g h t i n M a g y a r . A n on- the-spot r e p o r t o f t h e 
w e l l - k n o w n F r e n c h n e w s p a p e r Le Monde r e c e n t l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h i s sit­
u a t i o n . I n a n a r t i c l e i n t he issue o f N o v e m b e r 11 , 1967 i t s t a t e d t h a t the 
n u m b e r o f g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s w h o w e r e s t u d y i n g R u m a n i a n language 
a n d l i t e r a t u r e i n 1960 w a s o n l y f o r t y as c o m p a r e d t o t w e n t y - n i n e w h o 
w e r e s t u d y i n g H u n g a r i a n l anguage a n d l i t e r a t u r e . B y 1965, h o w e v e r , t h i s 
r a t i o c h a n g e d t o t w o h u n d r e d e igh t een t o t h i r t y - n i n e i n f a v o r o f t he 
R u m a n i a n s . A t p r e s e n t t he r e c t o r , t h r e e o f t he f i v e p r o - r e c t o r s , a n d seven 
o f t h e e i g h t deans a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y a re R u m a n i a n s . T h e o v e r w h e l m i n g 
m a j o r i t y o f t he e m p l o y e e s a n d w o r k e r s a t t he u n i v e r s i t y is m a d e u p o f 
R u m a n i a n s . H u n g a r i a n s a re f o r c e f u l l y eased o u t o f t he f a c u l t y a n d t h e i r 
p laces a re f i l l e d w i t h R u m a n i a n s . I n a l l l i k e l i h o o d i t is o n l y a m a t t e r o f 
t i m e b e f o r e t e a c h i n g w i l l be e x c l u s i v e l y i n R u m a n i a n . I n t h e o r y t h i s 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n is a m i x e d R u m a n i a n - H u n g a r i a n e n t e r p r i s e 
a n d i t is u s e d as a showcase b y t he R u m a n i a n s t a te t o s h o w t he o u t s i d e 
w o r l d t h a t i t i s l i b e r a l l y m i n d e d . T h e m e r g e r o f t h e H u n g a r i a n a n d R u ­
m a n i a n u n i v e r s i t i e s i n K o l o z s v á r w a s c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e p r e s e n t sec­
r e t a r y g e n e r a l o f t he C o m m u n i s t P a r t y a n d P r e s i d e n t o f R u m a n i a , 
Ceausescu. F o l l o w i n g t h e m e r g e r , t h r e e H u n g a r i a n u n i v e r s i t y p ro fe s so r s 
c o m m i t t e d s u i c i d e as a s i g n o f p r o t e s t a n d despa i r . 

T h e same s i t u a t i o n p r e v a i l s w i t h i n the H u n g a r i a n m e d i c a l a n d pha r ­
m a c o l o g i c a l co l lege i n M a r o s v á s á r h e l y - T a r g u M u r e s w h e r e t e a c h i n g i n 
H u n g a r i a n is g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g o f f w i t h t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f H u n g a r i a n 
t eachers a n d t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f R u m a n i a n s t o t h e c h a i r s . T h i s i n s p i t e 
o f t he f ac t t h a t M a r o s v á s á r h e l y , k n o w n as t he c a p i t a l o f t h e S z é k e l y 
l a n d , is c o n s i d e r e d t o be t he seat o f t he a u t o n o m o u s r e g i o n . T h e cor res ­
p o n d e n t o f Le Monde o b s e r v e d i n t he same a r t i c l e t h a t " a l l o f f i c i a l 
no t i c e s i n t h e m a i n p o s t o f f i c e a n d i n t he t o w n h a l l i n M a r o s v á s á r h e l y 
w e r e p r i n t e d i n R u m a n i a n . " 

A H O P E L E S S F U T U R E 

H u n g a r i a n u n i v e r s i t y g r a d u a t e s face a n e x t r e m e l y d i m f u t u r e s ince 
t hey are n o t a l l o w e d t o w o r k i n T r a n s y l v a n i a b u t a re c o m p e l l e d t o 
m o v e t o t he Rega t w h e r e t h e y a re exposed t o s t e p p e d u p R u m a n i a n i z a -
t i o n . H u n d r e d s o f cases t e s t i f y t o the d i f f i c u l t i e s o f these peop le . 

Measu re s t a k e n b y t h e a u t h o r i t i e s t o p r e v e n t the m o v i n g o f H u n g a r i a n s 
t o t he t o w n s a n d c i t i e s i n T r a n s y l v a n i a a lso serve t he p u r p o s e o f a ha l f -
concea l ed R u m a n i a n i z a t i o n . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e i r m o v e t o t h e Regat 
is e n c o u r a g e d . A n y o n e s eek ing e m p l o y m e n t m u s t p r o d u c e h i s i d e n t i f i c a ­
t i o n c a r d . G o o d j o b s a n d w e l l - p a y i n g p o s i t i o n s a re u s u a l l y r e s e r v e d f o r 
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R u m a n i a n s o n l y so t h a t m a n y H u n g a r i a n s i n T r a n s y l v a n i a a r e con­
d e m n e d t o e c o n o m i c r u i n w h i l e a l l e n v i s i o n a hopeless f u t u r e . 

T h e s i t u a t i o n o f o u r M a g y a r b r e t h r e n i n T r a n s y l v a n i a m a k e s a 
m o c k e r y o f t he a r t i c l e s o f t he peace t r ea t i e s w h i c h w e r e a i m e d a t p r o t e c t ­
i n g n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s . T h e c h a u v i n i s t i c p o l i c y o f C o m m u n i s t R u m a n i a 
i n i t s S t a l i n i s t a n t i - H u n g a r i a n i s m d i s r e g a r d s a l l h u m a n r i g h t s a n d i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s s o l e m n l y ag reed u p o n a n d p r o m i s e d i n peace 
t r ea t i e s . I f a n y change i n t h a t p o l i c y is d i s c e r n e d , i t i s u s u a l l y m o r e i n 
s u b t i l t y t h a n i n subs t ance . 
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