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fascination which defie . n.\Transylvania is such an area.

A relatively smd 10 ¥ eople/ unknown, piece of territory,

of thejoys| 's which play on the emotions of people.

he st ©Of Transylvania should interest those who cherish

tion tradition, for the Lutheran and the Reformed
cl there reach far back into the sixteenth century, Hungarian
Calvinists and Saxon Lutherans have written an impressive chapter
in the history of their respective traditions and together have stri-
ven for the principles of the Reformation, their common possession.
In later years these two traditions have cooperated with the Roman
Catholic Church in Transylvania in the interests of a western
Christian tradition which they felt was threatened,

Of special interest to some who will read these pages is the
long history of friendly association of the Hungarian Reformed
Church and other Reformed churches in Europe, particularly that
of the Netherlands. Literally thousands of Magyar students studied
in the Dutch universities, three thousand of them studying theology
there in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Many of these
students came from Transylvania and returned to their homeland
when their studies were complete.

Now, then, on with the story.



In many parts of
identities unmistakably
sovereign states.
a subtle combina f histery; popula
land shape; a ania i anique community where different
naﬁomg f igiohs, a es have lived side by side for centuries.

y grap too has helped imbue Transylvania's five and
alf million people with a special character. Roughly the size of
ga o;x/’ﬁfily larger than the State of Maine, Transylvania is

n\a high plateau in the eastern part of the Middle Danube,

regions stamped with
though they are parts of

a thern arc presents a natural border to the northeast, east, and
south that separates Transylvania from the plains of Wallachia and
Moldavia. The western border, less of a natural barrier, is marked
by wide valleys and hilly regions, gradually descending to the Great
Hungarian Plain.

Apart from a period of independence in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries brought about by Turkey’s conquest of Hungary, Transylvania
has always been part of an autonomous state — Rumania after World
War I and Hungary for one thousand years before that. These centuries
of identification with independence undoubtedly exerted a great in-
fluence on both the historical significance and the spiritual development
of this land and its people.

No less significant was its role in the expansion of Protesantism. Its
early embracing of the new teachings made Transylvania — already the
easternmost outpost of Western Christianity — Protestantism’s eastern
bulwark. This was soon followed by a declaration of religious freedom,
the first in Europe, and, indeed, the entire world. This act, reflecting
the foreknowledge and enlightenment of the people and their leaders,
occurring under Hungarian sovereignty, preceded the major religious
wars in Western Europe by more than a half a century.

For many centuries in Transylvania three nationalities have lived
together — Hungarians, Rumanians, and Saxons. Despite linguistic and
cultural differences, these three diverse strains proved able to co-exist
with tolerance and mutual respect. This acceptance of varied outlooks
and beliefs, coupled with a love for freedom, grew over the centuries
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into that peculiar philosophy, or state of mind, often referred to as the
“Transylvanian Spirit.”

Another phenomenen peculiar to Transylvania, where Eastern and
Western Europe have met throughout history, is the existence, side by
side, of the three major Christian religions: Roman Catholicism and
Protestantism embraced by the Hungarians and the Saxons, and the
Orthodox and Eastern Rite Catholic churches of the Rumanians.

Today another threefold condition characterizes Transylvania. Geo-
graphically she is situated in Central Europe. Politically she is in
Eastern Europe. And culturally she is more or less in Western Europe.

Since the end of World War II, Transylvania, like other parts
of Europe and Asia, has been exposed to a new ideology, Marxism. It is
perhaps too early to conclude how the “Transylvanian Spirit” has
reacted to the new influences. It is certain, however, that the inter-
nationally-minded Marxist philosophy, coupled with Rumanian na-
tionalism, will have a pronounced impact on the Transylvanian way of
thinking, as it already has had on the Transylvanian way of life.

This brief treatise secks to illuminate facets of the country not
usually treated in the common tourist guides. There is a short descrip-
tion of the land and of those tied by strong bonds of love to their
native soil, the serene mountains and forests, the rivers and sparkli
lakes, and the cities and villages. Some highlights of Transylv
history were regarded as indispensable to an understanding of

of the emergence, in the sixteenth century, of the law bes
freedom on Transylvania.

A special chapter is devoted to the city that
Transylvania's cultural capital and whose his

it Kolozsvir; to the ruling Rumanians i
it as Klausenburg.

Finally, the interesting, and
which Hungarians, the largest
Transylvania are described

, circumstances in
an nation, live in today's

After World War 1,
America, Great Britain, a
Europe. The Austro A
Danubian Basin,

sylvania, an integ oF:
was gl%mg ania.
The area | awarde: the Trianon Peace Treaty of 1920, known

:]}d ia, is substantially larger than the historical Tran-
Y

ed such an important role between 1526 and 1691
ent principality, guarding freedom of culture and religion,

also a wide strip of the Great Hungarian Plain adjoining it from
the west.

We noted earlier that Transylvania is approximately the size of
Portugal. That means that its forty thousand square miles makes it
about two and one-half times as large as Switzerland to which it is
similar in geography and in its diversity of population. Accordmg to
the last prewar census its people declared th lves to be Rur
(53.8%), Hungarians (31.6%), and Germans (10.7%), with the rest being
Serbians, Ruthenians, Slovaks, Bulgarians, and others (3.9%).1

Transylvania belongs geographically to the Hungarian Danubian
Basin, which, as we have seen, is bordered on the north, east, and
partly on the south by the Carpathian mountains which separate it
from Poland, Bukovina, and the old Rumanian territory. In the west
a large mountain range spreads towards the Great Hungarian Plain.
This range consists of the Transylvanian ore-bearing mountains (Erc-
hegység), the mountain chain of Bihar, and the Gyalu alps. It is divided
and bordered by the river beds of the Szamos and the Maros, flowing
into the basin of the Hungarian Plain, thus providing wide entrances
from the Hungarian Plain into the heart of Transylvania. All of Tran-
sylvania’s rivers, with exception of the Olt and Zsil, flow into the
basin of the Hungarian Plain.

In general the territory of Transylvania is covered by mountains or
hills. Flat land can only be found along the river basins and the border
area at the Great Hungarian Plain. This border area, however, is not
part of Transylvania proper, although it was awarded to Rumania with




its overwhelmingly Hungarian population. The mountains are mostly
covered by forests, while the hills and valleys are under intensive
agricultural cultivation.

Transylvania is especially rich in minerals. Gold, iron, salt, coal,
and natural gas make possible a prospering industry. Its rivers offer
hydro-electric power; the plentiful quarries in the mountains facilitate
the construction and maintenance of roads. The forests, although
greatly depleted by excessive and unwise exploitation under Rumanian
rule, are the foundation of a thriving lumber industry and supply the
needs of building.

POPULATION

The population picture is complicated throughout the Danubian
Basin. This is even more true in Transylvania. The three main na-
tionalities, Rumanian, Hungarian, and German live in settlements that
can not be easily divided inasmuch as most of the territory is dotted
by mixed communities of varying ethnic proportions. O\

The Rumanians live in two relatively pure ethnic concentrations,
one in the south comprising the counties of Szeben/Sibiu, Fogaras/Fa-
garas, Hunyad/Hunedoara, Krasso/Caras, and part of Bihar/Bihor., ’l;'hf/
other is in the north spreading over Miramaros/Maramures, Besﬁte }
ce/Bistrita, and Szolnokdoboka/Somes. —

Similarly there are two large, contiguous Hunganar;\;aﬁas one op—
the wide strip of the plains now under Rumanian sover ignty argn{nd
the cities of Szatmarnémeti/Satu-Mare, Nagvka;atv@are& b{u rad/
Oradea, Arad, and Temesvar/Timisoara. The uth@r ‘the \Székelyfold
(Seklerland), in the easternmost corner, an )q the, ?r/gési\hmﬂogeneous
Hungarian concentration in that area. ”ﬂhve/ \nt|eﬁ lof 95\"Cluc Udvar-
hely/Odorheiu, Haromszék/Trei-Scaune,\part \Of Marosmrda/Mures and
Brassé/Brasov are located here/hc\mrd!ng to umanian census of
1930 there were 546,567 Hunga :m Yhesa counties, 257,435 Rumanians,
and 65,989 others (mastlv Gem]"ms) & \

In 1952 the Rumaman overnment Lon-:nlldatcd this area into the
Hungarian Aulonmi;ng\Terrti\" an administrative district that had
a seventy-six pt—KC\dnl Hungarian jority (565,510 Hungarians and 146,830
Rumanians)- thh\erm\éﬁrher/‘Thrgm Mures as the capital3 In 1960
the arca/was\r or A\lzed ing off most of Hungarian Hérom-
N QZLVTfEIFSCaunE and/attanhmg the Rumanian districts of Maros-
\\ torda/Mures 10‘Lhe “Autonomous Territory.” Thus the Hungarian/
\{{umamaﬁpmfmﬁmn was changed to 473,154:266,403 4 and the area was

I\Ma.med the Mures-Magyar Autonomous Territory. On October 12, 1967




the Executive Committee of the Rumanian Communist Party decided to
abolish all administrative districts, including the Mures-Magyar Auto-
nomous Territory and return to the prewar county system. This spells
the end of the hitherto nominal autonomy of this Hungarian area.
Overwhelmingly German areas can be found in the southern

counties of Kis-Kiikiill6/Tarnava Mica, Nagy-Kiikiillé/Tarnava Mare,
Alséfehér/Alba, Szeben/Sibiu, Fogaras/Fagaras, and around Brassé/Bra-
sov. The 1948 census listed 145,713 German speaking people here.5 |
These Germans were settled by the Hungarian kings in the thir-
teenth century; they call themselves Saxons. Another large group used to |
live around Szaszrégen/Reghin, in the county of Marostorda/Mures and |
Beszterce/Bistrita but most of them emigrated to Germany and Austria |
at the end of the Second World War. The 1948 census found only 2,162 |
Transylvanian Saxons in the county of Marostorda/Mures and 5370 in |
Beszterce/Bistrita.6
Other Germans, called Swabians are in greater strength on the
plains, formerly part of Hungary proper, in the districts of Temes-
Torontal/Timis-Torontal, Krassé/Caras, Szorény/Severin and Arad. These
Swabians were settled by the Hapsburgs at the turn of the eighteenth
century on the nmewly reoccupied territories where the Turks almost
exterminated the original Hungarian population. In the county of Te 3
Torontal/Timis-Torontal the 1910 Hungarian census shows the Ge
in the majority (185,010 Germans versus 174,692 Rumanians and 85;
Hungarians). Twenty years later the 1930 Rumanian
counted 190,705 Rumanian, 177,757 German, and 8142

1910, 34,072 in 1948).

All cities of the territory (awa
as reflected in their ethnic
caty of 1920. The following
ift brought about by the forcible
e population of the twenty-five largest

composition until the
census statistics jndi

garian sovereignty Rumanian sovereignty

1890 1910 1938 1948 1956

58.8% 65.3% 46.6% 41.0% 36.0%

158 15.6 320 479 51.9
12

S

The Rumanian authorities have been
power to accelerate this development by
these cities to the surrounding Hu
the influx of ethnic Rumanians
pre-Trianon years.
Religious composition

ngarian territories closely
e Roman Catholic, Calvinist,
axons are Lutherans, the Swabians
olics; the Rumanians belonged
Catholic churches until after the

atter was forcibly integrated into the
he proportions based on the census of 1910

794,864
Greek Catholic 749,404
) 1,544,268
Rumanians 1,492,021
Roman Catholic 375,325
Calvinist 399,312
Unitarian 67,749
842,386
Hungarian 918,217
Lutheran 229,028
German 234,085
Jewish 64,074

1. *“‘Population Conditions in Trans:

ylvania’' Jou -
tistique, Budapest, 1939, rmal de la Soe. Hongroise de Bta-

2. Recensamentul General al Populatiei Romane di ) i

P R S it in 1930, Institutul Central de
3. Annarul Btatistic al R.P R..Bucuresti, 1960,

4. Annarul Statistic al R.P.R., Bucuresti, 1961.

3. Populatis Republicii Po
Statistics, Bucuresti, 1048,

6. Ibid,

pulara Romane le 25 Januarie 1948, Institutul Central de
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TRANSYLV A
PART OF HUNGARY SINCE THE END |0 TI{L &%Tum
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A BRIEF HISTORY

Transylvania first appears in written history in Roman times as
the home of the Dacians. Conquered by the Emperor Trajan, it became
a Roman province after 106 A.D. and persons from all parts of the Em-
pire settled there replacing the nearly extinct native population. An ex-
posed outpost, Dacia was given up in 261 by the Emperor Aurelian who.
to quote the historian Vopiscus, “led away both soldiers and pro-
vincials,” settling them in northern Bulgaria.

The Roman settlers having completely abandoned the province,
Transylvania remained the crossroads of migrating peoples during the
next seven centuries, beginning with the Carps and ending with the
Slavs and Avars. Any accomplishments of Roman rule were extinguished
and the province played only a tangential role in the region's history.

Following the Magyar conquest of the Carpathian Basin in 896,
Hungarian tribes entered the province through the Maros (Mures) v;
and the Meszes Gate establishing themselves on the central plains| Th
tribal dukes (gyula) adopted Byzantine Christianity and entertai
relations with Constantinople during the tenth century.
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beginning, but recurrent Pecheneg an
and twelfth centuries prompted the H
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region.

Documents of 1147 mention 0
no certainty about the ir settlement in Transylvania. Some 1 o F o Kowozsvaly,
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ce s 9f At.nlas Huns or are a Magyarized 7 H (U GAR Y s iy N
Hun ans in Transylvania, yet every relic o~ :
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tern part of Transylvania for defense
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settlers to migrate to the southern districts between 1160 and 1220. These
Saxons were granted far-reaching autonomy, as registered in King An-
drew II's Charter of 1224. Their privileges regarding administration,
military service, courts, and taxation remained in effect almost un-
changed until 1867.

Documents from 1222 on mention the presence of Rumanians
(Vlachs, Blacci) in the southern Fogaras (Fagaras) district under their
own chief (kenez).

The watershed of Transylvanian history is the Tartar invasion of
1241-42 when the towns and fertile river valleys were devastated. This
destruction determined also the permanent decline of direct royal power
inasmuch as the kings from now on had to rely on the nobles in order
to rebuild Transylvanian settlements and their economy. To secure their
loyal cooperation Hungarian kings donated further estates to them.
Rumanian mountaineers and shepherds coming from the northern Bal-
kans were permitted to enter Transylvania in order to compensate for
the manpower losses of 1241. Most of them settled in the Bihar (Bihor)
Mountains and the Marmaros (Maramures) regions or the Hunyad
(Hunedoara) and Fogaras (Fagaras) areas.

The fourteenth century witnessed further development of the
torical” nations. The king’s first-born son, who up until now had
power, no longer acted as the ruler of the province, but the voi
usually a local noble, assumed administrative powers. Hi 6‘- however,
was limited by the estates composed of the Hungaria
Szekelys. Commerce flourished, cities were founded

ture -3

down, but not without some strife. Du
served as a pivot of expanding Hunga

ians were not recognized as a nation.
ugh the Hunyadi family from southwestern Transylvania, the
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province played a major role in Hungarian a European history be-
tween 1440 and 1490. John Hunyadi, general @ e f Hungary,
conducted many campaigns against the k i attle of Bel-

e and Called for Turkish help. The Turks conquered Buda and

yest blishéd John Sigismund in Transylvania, leaving local rule in the

it of the prince and the estates.

The new Transylvanian principality was faced with the divisive forces
of the Reformation. Lutheranism was soon replaced by Calvinism among
the Hungarians though retained by the Saxons while Unitarianism found
adherents among the Szekelys, part of whom, however, remained Cath-
olic. Religious strife flared, but was ended by the decision of the Diet
of Torda in 1557 which provided for the toleration of the four denomina-
tions, the first legislation of its kind in Europe. During the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries Transylvania became the citadel of Hungarian
Protestantism. Its princes fought on the side of the Protestant powers
and France in the Thirty Years' war against the Hapsburgs and moder-
ated the attempts of the counter-reformation in Western Hungary.

The principality never desired to be a permanent independent entity.
Until 1612 attempts were made to reunite it with royal Hungary but
insufficient Hapsburg power and active Turkish resistance prevented
success. The Transylvanian people also disliked the Roman Catholic
character of the Hapsburg Hungarian kingdom. Though paying annual
tribute to the Turks, as indeed the Hapsburgs did also, Transylvania
elected its own princes and administered its own affairs. Under Gabriel
Bethlen (1613-1629) and George Rakdczy I (1630-1648) Transylvania served
as an important factor in the European balance of power promoted by
Cardinal Richelieu and prevented excesses of counter-reformation acti-
vity in royal Hungary. The only time that Rumanian (i. e., Wallachian)
princes from outside Transylvania played any role in the territory was
at the time of the civil war in 1599 when Michael the Brave of Wallachia
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N

revailed
assive resis-

was called in by Moses Székely against the reigning prince Sigismund him openly. Following the Hapsburg victo
Baithory only to perish at the hand of the assassins of General Basta, in Transylvania for eighteen years but H
representing Imperial Austria, after one year of rule. tance finally resulted in the Austro-Hungari

Prince George Rikdczy 11 (1648-1660) led a campaign to acquire the
Polish crown in 1657 but the Turks intervened fearing the growth of his
power. Transylvania was devastated but survived as a principality for
another thirty years and continued to be a Turkish and French ally
against the Hapsburgs.

The successful reconquest of Hungary by the multi-national Haps-
burg armies ended Transylvanian independence. This independence had
helped to preserve Hungarian culture during the Turkish period, a time
when the province achieved international fame and provided a king for
Poland in the person of Stephen Béthory (1576-1586). Upon the death of the; i i al and moral support. Despite dissent, order was
Prince Michael Apaffy I, the chancellor, Michael Teleki, signed the trans- iritained and great progress was made in the fields of commerce,
fer of the province to the Hapsburgs. Transylvania rejoined the Hunga- dycation, and industry. A new Hungarian, Saxon, and Rumanian
rian Crown but was administered by a separate chancery in Vienna. The emerged from the ranks of the growing numbers of high

chancellors were members of the nobility of the “historic nations” but duates, the University of Kolozsvar (Cluj) and various resi-
Hapsburg control was not permanently assured until the defeat of the theaters were founded, and elementary education was made com-
armies of Prince Francis Rékéczy IT in 1711. pulsory.

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries new waves
Rumanian settlers moved into Transylvania as the wars of 1598-1
the Turkish-Tartar invasion of 1658-61 decimated the Hungarian

Rumania, a nominal ally of the Triple Alliance consisting of Ger-
many, Austria-Hungary, and Italy, changed sides in 1916 and attacked
the Hapsburg Monarchy, occupying sections of Transylvania for from

Saxon population. Inasmuch as the Orthodox religion of the Rumanians two to three weeks. However, there was no rising of Transylvanian Ru-
caused them to resist assimilation and Protestant nary worl manians in their favor, the troops were ejected, and Rumania was de-
which included Bible translations into Rumanian, a e iate C h feated. In November of 1918, after the breakdown of the Hapsburg
subject to Rome was established in 1701. Ho : s of the Monarchy, Rumanian troops entered Transylvania while the Allies for-
Transylvanian Rumanians resumed Orthodo nth cen- bade any Hungarian resistance to their advance. On December 1, 1918,
tury in spite of Hapsburg attempts to : e Roman fold. the Transylvanian Rumanians and the Saxons, the latter induced by
During this time the seminaries of the ¢ ch pfdduced the First large-scale concessions, declared the union of Transylvania with Ru-
educated elite of the Transylvanian Ru ians ture during this cen- mania without the assent of the Hungarians and Szekelys. As Hungary
tury was at a high level in Transy . Among the best known scientists soon fell into chaos and temporary Communist rule, Rumania was able
of the day were Farkas and Jol father and son, the latter being to persuade the peace conference to accept its claims to Transylvania.
the founder of non-Eueclidean ge nd the explorer, Alexander Oppressive policies were undertaken by subsequent Rumanian govern-
is\located in Darjeeling, India. ments against the Hungarians and Szekelys. About 150,000 civil servants
vania slowly. While the revolts of and teachers were expelled from their positions under the Optants Law,
o-economic causes, it was not until constitutional and extra-constitutional means were used to reduce the
gva gnscious of their nationality, wanted importance of the Hungarians, and police terror was applied widely.
: Sa:cons however, remained jealous of their auto- The Council of the League of Nations was called upon to intervene and
anfans wished to be recognized as a separate “na- condemned Rumania for her violations of the Minorities’ Treaties with
ssuth’s struggle against Viennese absolutism in 184849 the Allies. Dissatisfaction was felt also by Transylvanian Rumanians who
ania divided. The Hungarians and Szekelys supported were not given a role in the new state commensurate with their superior

he Saxons, and for a long time the Rumanians too, resisted education and administrative experience.

18 19



NG\

ence in

Originally a French ally, Rumania flell
arabla and

1940 after the Soviet ultimatum forcing He
Northern Bukovina to the U.S.S.R. at

TRANSYLVANIA
IN THE 20TH CENTURY

coynties of Transylvania where
y population was concentrated.
ird Reich in its fight against the
\( tunes declined and Soviet troops
}Jn was overthrown and on August
Vers. As a reward she was allowed

were arbitrated on August 30, 1940\ i :jierfna Award restoring to
1

f the buii( of the Hungari
In 1941 Rumania jo

BLACK spq

‘(1\_ISV!"~' \
gaiviec\ N -

RRHS‘:LVANIA = \\(
L4

SER

BLALK

) Since 1920 (1947)



FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND CONSCIENCE
IN TRANSYLVANIA

Before the advent of the science of cultural anthropology scholars
depended for their understanding of the national characteristics of a
people on the accumulated observations of the centuries. Many of these
national characteristics, known as nationum proprietates in the scholarly
Latin of the time, were no more than ortsneckerei, or local jesting, but
there was in them much thoughtful observation based on facts as well.
With respect to Transylvania the most common characterizations came
to be “the land of freedom,” or “the land of freedom of religion and
conscience.” The origin of these proverbs is the declarations for religi-
ous freedom declared in sixteenth century Transylvania.

The surprising fact is that between 1544 and 1574 some twenty-two
laws granting freedom for the practice of new theological opinions wi
enacted by the parliament, called the Diet of Transylvania. No er
parliament anywhere passed so much legislation concerning re
freedom in so short a time. And this was in the sixteenth century! This
fact alone shows that the members of the Diet were serioysly auemp i
more than stop—gap measures. In 1557 a fundamental pie ion

whence it came to be regarded as
ancient Hungarian parliamentary prac!
resolution, in this case unanimously, @ e o the ruler for
approval. The Roman Catholic queen, L2 o-fuled the country
for her young son, John Sigismy ment, called the Sup-
plicatio, and it became the la

ost Serene Son have assented to the
e Peers of the Realm, that each per-

Inasmuch as
most instan

e time leave it to their judgment to do
ef of their faith, just so long, however,
harm to bear on anyone else at all, lest the fol-

efore, Peers of the Realm, for the sake of procuring the

t have
lish a na-
inisters of the

country.
national synod
and erudit
the tw i 0
tice of \religio ee new religions, although they affirm the idea of
lom in general, because the representatives of the new
ﬁ to discuss their teachings before the national synod.

and, practically every new piece of legislation concerning

s would have to participate in a
¢ of ministers of the Word of God

o
g5

to congressional hearings today. Members of the Diet of Tran-
sylvania would attend as auditors and debates on religion were well
organized. King John Sigismund himself, after his mother’s death, often
attended although he never presided. The presiding officer was usually
appointed by the king and was invariably a learned and respected person
such as George Blandrata, physician and reformer, or Gaspar Békés,
chancellor of the state. Debate was unhurried, some lasting for two
weeks.

A remarkable turn of events that occured during these debates was
the conversion of Francis David, first Bishop of the Magyar Reformed
Church, to Unitarianism, The impassioned David soon took the King,
John Sigismund, and the majority of the Diet and of the Reformed
Church with him into the new faith. In order to insure the protection
of the new teaching the Diet passed a law in 1568, the four hundredth
anniversary of which is remembered this year, which reads as follows:

Our Royal Highness, as he has decreed—together with the Diet—
in the matter of religion, now again confirms that in every place the
preachers shall preach and explain the gospel each according to his
understanding of it, and if the congregation likes it, well; if not, no
one shall compel them, but they shall keep the preachers whose
doctrine they approve. Therefore none of the Superintendents
(Bishops) or others shall annoy or abuse the preachers on account
of their religion, according to the previous resolutions of the Diet,
or allow any to be imprisoned or punished by removal from his

23



post on account of his teaching, for faith is a gift of God; this
comes from hearing, ind hearing by the world of God (the Scrip-
tures).

Francis David strayed further from Scripture in his antitrinitarian-
ism, so shocking his followers that most of them returned to the Re-
formed Church. King John Sigismund died unexpectedly at the age of
twenty-nine years in 1571. The next ruler of Transylvania, Stephen Ba-
thory, confirmed the previous laws, which indeed had never been abo-
lished, but forbade further debates in the National Synod. A new con-
cept emerged, the system of “received religions” which recognized the
Roman Catholic, the Lutheran, the Reformed, and the Unitarian
Churches but forbade further major religious innovations. Apart from
the limitations of this new concept, the spirit of freedom of religion be-
came a tradition in Transylvania and was interpreted as the freedom of
conscience as well, as subsequent centuries testify when the Tran-
sylvanians were pioneers of freedom in every field, including political
liberty.
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KOLOZSVAR

THE CAPITAL OF TRANSYLVANIA

(In Rumanian: Cluj; in German: Klausenburg)

The capital of Transylvania is Kolozsvar. Today it is not an admin-
istrative or political capital but rather a cultural one. It is the largest
city in the territory that Hungary was compelled to cede to Rumania
in the peace treaties of 1920 and 1947. Its statistics over the last few

decades are as follows:
Total
Year Population  Hungarian Rumanian German Others  Footnotes
1910 60,808 50,704 7,562 1,676 866
1930 100,844 54,776 34,836 2,702 8,530
1948 117,915 67,977 47,321 360 2,257
1956 157,723 74,155 74,033 990 8,545

The religious affiliation of the population in 1910 wi

The religious a

1956 in proporti

Reformed
Roman Catholic ..
Greek Catholic
Jewish

Lutheran
Unitarian ...
Greek Orthodog)\......0

=

e population changed from 1910 to
ethnic groups in the city. It is now

26
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famous because of its strong stand for liberty of conscience.

tion and new beginnings, freedom an
ful progress have been the destin
in the thirteenth century, de

teenth, marauded and oppré

S turbulence and peace-
courged by Tartar hordes
Turkish siege in the six-

the sixteenth century Kolozsvar was the city which became

Kolozsvar gave spiritual leadership to the Reformation in Tran-
sylvania and its population became the champions of Protestantism in
that most eastern stronghold of the Protestant world. Francis David
proclaimed his conviction: “God is One,” here and Kolozsvar has been
the Rome of Unitarianism in Europe since that time. As early as the
sixteenth century both the Reformed and the Unitarian churches
had colleges in Kolozsvar. It was here that the first Hungarian printing
press was set up, in 1580. From the fourteenth century on artists, silver-
smiths, painters, and sculptors chose Kolozsvar as their home. Here too
the first Hungarian theater arose, the National Theater founded in 1792.

Another reason for its fame was its development into a veritable
fortress of education. It was second only to Budapest in the total num-
ber of teachers and students but a strong first in proportion to its pop-
ulation. In 1910 twenty-five percent of its inhabitants were either educa-
tors or students in one of Kolozsvar's many schools. At the time of the
transfer of Transylvania from Hungary to Rumania in 1920 there were
eighty-nine educational institutions in the city. Among them were a uni-
versity, three theological seminaries, two teachers’ colleges, a conserva-
tory of music, an agricultural academy, a number of high schools, trade,
and commercial schools. Museums, professional and cultural organiza-
tions, literary clubs, publishing houses, numerous periodicals, and five
daily newspapers add to the impressive list of cultural institutions with-
in the city. The health and welfare of the city and its environs were
served by three large hospitals including the university clinic, several
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smaller hospitals, old peoples’ homes, charitable institutions, and sports
clubs. In all instances it was the Hungarian element of the city's popula-
tion which founded these institutions. This makes it doubly hard for
Hungarians there or, for that matter, for people of good-will anywhere,
to witness the suppression of Hungarian culture in Kolozsvar today.

HISTORICAL LANDMARKS OF KOLOZSVAR

Kolozsvar is one of the oldest cities in old Hungary. During the time
of Roman rule a town known as Napoca stood there, probably built over
the site of a former Dacian population center. Several centuries later the
Hungarians who came to occupy the area built the oldest part of the
present city, the Ovéaros Old Fortress, on the ancient ruins, In the main
plaza at the center of this Old Fortress the charter given by King Ste-
phen V was proclaimed before the town burgesses in the middle of the
thirteenth century. The Old Fortress was a fortified town surrounded by
huge walls. The greater part of the town, the section that came to by
built outside the walls of the Old Fortress, was itself surrounded by
protective walls. These walls, fortified with bastions, were demolished

at the end of the nineteenth century and only a few sections ha\rzgwb
ca-
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left intact. The most striking section, complete with its corner foftifi —
tion, the so-called Bethlen Bastion, may be seen at the continuation \
Farkas Street (today: Strada Kogalniceanu) and it provides a ci@
ture of the formerly impressive walls and bastions.

Within the Old Fortress, built on the ruin a \foxmer I@nan

3
o

Subsequently taken over by one religio
the Reformed cause for about one hun
in the baroque style and taken over b
ever, has been preserved almost in its

was rebuilt
refectory, how-

st in the land, is St. Michael's,
a magnificent piec an anjan gothic architecture. It was built in
the middle of e center of the city. Its present ba-
roque tower is urch has had, the two previous tow-

around the year 1400. His coat of arms is seen at
thé church's facade.

h€ cathedral stands the equestrian statue of King Matthias I,
Janos Fadrusz and erected in 1902.
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Originally, the plaza was surrounded by renaissance-style homes of
well-to-do burgesses and later by the palatial homes of Hungarian aris-
tocrats. Many of these buildings have been preserved in their original
form. The parish house, the Jésika mansion, the Szathméry mansion,
and the baroque Bénffy palace are a few. One of the most beautiful
baroque-style buildings in the city is the former Toldalagi-Korda mansion
at the corner of Kirdly and Minorite Streets (today: Strada Augustus 23)
that was built between 1801 and 1807 by the Italian architect Carlo
Justi.

In the southern section of the city, near the Bethlen Bastion, there
is located one of the most characteristic structures of Transylvanian
ecclesiastical architecture. It is the great Reformed Church on Farkas
Street (today: Strada Kogalniceanu) and is one of the old fortified
churches of the country. This towerless and single-nave structure, built
by King Matthias I, was once a Minorite church but since the Reforma-
tion has served a congregation. Michael Apaffy, a Prince of Transylvania,
is buried in the church’s crypt.

Until Kolozsvar came under Rumanian rule, Farkas Street was
Latin Quarter, the street of schools and colleges in Kolozsvar. Next t
the Reformed church is the building of the church’s former high sch
generally known as the “Reformed College.” The former high sc]
the Piarist Fathers is at the head of the street and is built over

occupying an entire block, was also
University of Kolozsvir, bec
in Central Europe.
The “Stone Theater” wa
construction was cove ular subscription and it was opened in
e ian actors and actresses performed on

the new Hungarian theater, which to-
, the old theater was turned over to
- pation it was rebuilt as a mess hall

% this old theater building bears no. trace of the pur-

itting note on which to close this chapter is to mention the large,
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THE PRESENT SITUATION OF HUNGARIANS
IN TRANSYLVANIA

Ever since the vicissitudes of history compelled the Hungarians in
Transylvania to come under Rumanian rule they have lived as third-class
citizens if not prisoners of the state. And this in the territory that has
been their homeland for one thousand years! Their frame of mind is best
characterized as one of fear induced by terror and the Rumanian policy
of oppression under which they had to live. That policy, to say multum
in parvo, has led to the deportation of Hungarians from Southern Tran-
sylvania to concentration camps in 1940 and 1941; the mass murdef, or
genocide, of Hungarians in 1944 and 1945; the deportations and imprison-
ments, under inhuman conditions of thousands of Hungarians and th
confiscation of their lands and homes; the systematic harassment and
persecution of Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen on trumped-u,
charges and their frequent imprisonment or deportation to con
tion camps in the marshlands of Dobruja or the wastes of Bara,
nationalization of the ancient Protestant and Roman Catholic day-s:
systems and the confiscation of their properties; the p:
use of the Hungarian language in all government buildi and ma‘;&h
dustries and shops, and the punishment of those wh his la ]
refusal to allow Hungarians to move from fa 5

in all Rumanian schools and disseminat
media; the liquidation of historical
braries, museums and monuments
often subtly, into Rumanian i
are the hard facts of life with

d others unmentioned,
ansylvanian Hungarians live from
a to the contrary notwithstanding.

e conditions of Hungarians in Tran-

e/put behind bars without delay.” This
speaking freely about their plight to visitors.

of the militia, or of the communist party and the danger of
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even appearing to be giving information
a foreigner. With informants of the state
wonder that the Magyars dare to reveal the
the family circle or to friends on

OCITIES

To cite a particular i
of the Freedom Fig

Roman Ca ic a ence

political tfialy of some of these persons were described in detail in the

West an | week er Spiegel in 1966. The following, taken from the
¥

Irén Pé ;% student of history, was sentenced to ten years im-
i use she wrote in her private diary that she sympathized
ents of October-November 1956 in Budapest. The diary was
'y the police during a search of her home;

Andrds Bereczky, a member of the Communist party and head of
the Institute of Marxism-Leninism of the Bolyai University, was sen-
tenced to fifteen years imprisonment for having failed to report to the
police that two of his friends, Dobai and Varga, planned to, but did not,
ask the United Nations for assistance to help solve the Transylvanian
problem through an exchange of populations;

Jdnos Bartha, a student-poet in Kolozsvar-Cluj, was sentenced to
seven years imprisonment, and the other members of the university
council to five years each. The trials lasted only a few minutes and were
held in the prison of Szamostijvar-Gherla. The respondents learned about
their sentences from prison personnel. The inhuman conditions in the
prison led to prison riots on June 14, 1958. The resistance of one hundred
twenty-six Hungarian prisoners in cell eighty-seven was particularly
strong and machine guns were used to subdue them. Those involved in
the riots were tortured;

Gyula Vdri and Istvdn Vdrhegyi, university docents, were sentenced
to seven and six years imprisonment respectively because they had
searched for the graves of past Hungarian poets, writers, and scientists
in the Hazsongard Cemetery of Kolozsvar-Cluj and in doing so had “na-
tionalistic motivation,” and because it was alleged they had distributed
counter-revolutionary documents, i. e., news about the Hungarian Revolu-
tion and Freedom Fight of 1956;

A university student named Szildgyi was sentenced to twenty-five
years imprisonment because he wrote a letter to the Hungarian Writers’
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Association in Budapest during the Revolution of 1956. Se\.rernl hundred
people were sentenced to imprisonment for periods ra.ng.mg from one
to three years because they had been reported to have listened to the
news broadcasts of Radio Budapest;

Jdnos Dobri, a professor at the Reformed Theological Seminary, was
sentenced to six years; a high school teacher named Komdromy was sen-
tenced to five years; and Dr. Dezsé Ldszld, a minister of the four hundred
year old Reformed Church at Kolozsvar-Cluj, was sentenced to thnfe
years imprisonment. The charge against all three was that they had in
their possession copies of the famous poem: “One Sentence about Tyran-
ny” by Gyula Illyés, a Hungarian poet anfl currently member c?f the
presidium of the Hungarian Writers' Association and deputy chairman
of the Hungarian Pen Club, .

George Bailey, an American journalist, described the oppression of
Hungarians in Transylvania in The Reporter of NOVEmbt.?r. 1964. Accord-
ing to him, after the crushing of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956

thousands of Hungarians were arrested, perhaps hundreds put t

death. In one trial alone in Cluj, thirteen out of fifty-seven accuse

were executed. This year some eight thousand political prisoners
were released with considerable fanfare by the Rumanian gove
ment in a general amnesty. But as far as I could ascertain
recent travels through Transylvania, not one of the Hung
arrested during the revolt has yet been released.

He went on to state that “the Rumanian desire t p the Huu.
rian minority in its place has found more and more way f exp@smg
itself.”

a

Rumania:
The most far-rea
garian with Re
longer a s

of the region are all Rumanians who know no Hungariart;
oyees throughout the region have been put on notice that if
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they fail to use Rumanian in public t
missed,
I have seen how these regulgtie

ih\be summarily dis-

I stepped into

Ruymy ion from an obsequious satellite practic-
ing Ygenuii e
navional state pursding a policy of forcible assimilation of minori-

adcompanied by a propaganda offensive on a broad front
indludes the reinterpretation of history as a method of further-
e ianization of R ia.

'he Rumanian authorities have adopted a wide variety of other
asures to isolate the Hungarian minority from contact with what
most of them think of as their homeland. A Hungarian in Rumania
must wait for six months to a year for permission to visit relatives
in Hungary — if he is lucky. Foreign tourists in Rumania are al-
lowed the run of the country — unless the tourist happens to be
a Hungarian citizen. In this case he is restricted to a radius of six
kilometers from the center of the location he designates as his des-
tination upon entering the country. If he oversteps this limit, the
Hungarian tourist is arrested, interrogated, and summarily deport-
ed — if he is lucky.

COLLECTIVIZATION BY TERROR

A few years ago the Rumanian “militia” (gendarmes, police, political
pelice, and investigators) coerced Szekelys in the Hungarian autonom-
ous territory by beating them up or by torturing them to make them
join the agricultural cooperatives known as collectives and to hand over,
without compensation, their lands, animals, and equipment. This latter
was to be done “voluntarily,” The results of this forced collectivization
were bitterness, poverty, extremely low living standards, and abandoned
lands and low yields. People without exception including clergymen,
are forced to work in the collectives and even then it took beating and
torture to subdue the Szekelys. In Gyergyé people fled to the forests
or mountains but the Rumanian militia hunted them down and shot
them. Many others were arrested and sent to concentration camps or
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prisons. Many were forced to stand in water chest-deep for days until
they finally succumbed and joined the collectives “voluntarily.” A trust-
worthy witness from the United States relates that a relative he visited
in 1966 was in hospital with elephant-size legs due to such treatment.
Respected peasant-farmers were tied and forced to walk through the
streets of Gyergyoremete-Remeteia as a lesson to others. Today these
peasant-farmers who were the back-bone of the old economy are the
most miserably treated members in the collectives.

In Gyergyoremete the commander of the Rumanian militia tortured
and blackmailed many people until one night he was beaten seriously
by young Szekelys. He was transferred to a neighboring Hungarian village
where he tortured to death a voung Hungarian boy. An investigation
was launched at the request of the parents and it was established that
the boy had been beaten to death. The murderer, however, was only
transferred once again, as punishment. This same official was made a
leading party functionary in Gyergy6szentmiklés-Gheorgheni in the sum-
mer of 1966 enjoying considerable power.

RUMANIAN LIBERALISM

a more liberal attitude towards the Hungarian minori
make it appear that the Hungarians are on their side

Rumania, but they do not mention tha
ments of subtle Rumanian Communis 8 order to nip in

dlis historical conscious-
full religious freedom in the

ness, or memory. They also §
g | minority groups are taught

country and that the lan
in the schools.

is that the Hungarian churches are ex-
duress and that Catholic priests and Protestant

ive, a United States citizen, as follows: “We are unable to resist
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this pressure any longer and we shall perish. Young people do come
to the church. Only elderly people dare to ¢ to speak
about anything at all but religion. I am unde eillance and

I have to even be afraid of my own

For a few examples of the pres pplied to churchmen the fol-

lowing instances are cited: J
I'heological Seminary was taken

Béla Tokés, a Reformed minis-
ter in Nagybdnya, 1962. Prior to amnesties ten Re-
formed SLErs

Fekete, ‘Feren¢ Viski, = d Kalmén Vm@. a minister in Abmdban)a

1 Dezsé Laszlo, Gusztiav Andrés, Péter Nagyrob, and
i, a nfessor of Theology.

id, Jr., an assistant university professor, was imprisoned
delivered a commemorative address at the tomb of Janos
i Csere in the Hazsongdrd Cemetery in Kolozsvar after the Free-
dom Fight in 1956. Csere was a leading Hungarian scientist of his time
who founded the Reformed College of Kolozsvar and died in 1659.

The situation of the Roman Catholic Church in Transylvania is as
deplorable as is that of the Reformed Church. Aron Mdrton, a Roman
Catholic bishop in Transylvania, was imprisoned in 1948; he received
permission to return to Gyulafehérvar-Alba Julia in 1955 but he was
kept there under house arrest until the Fall of 1967. Rumors are that
he is no longer under house arrest but he is not allowed to move freely
outside his residence. Many Roman Catholic priests were imprisoned for
periods ranging from five to ten years, some of them deported to the
Baragan where they suffered inhuman treatment. According to reliable
information, a number of these priests were released in the amnesties
but they were not allowed to resume their work or return to their resi-
dences. They are helped by ministers who still receive their state
stipends.

According to Papi Egység, a periodical published in Vienna, informa-
tion coming from Transylvania at the end of 1966 indicates that priests
who are not officially recognized or accepted by the state are left to
their fate. They celebrate mass clandestinely or in private homes with-
out the knowledge of the authorities. There are also priests who are al
lowed to celebrate masses in public but are forbidden to perform any
other ecclesiastical functions. Young priests have to wait for as long as
eighteen months to obtain their state permits to function as clerics. Dur-
ing that period they are allowed to work as temporary assistants without
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pay living on the charity of others. There is a “numerus clausus” in force
both at the only seminary, at Gyulafehérvir-Alba Julia, and in the choir-
master school. If anyone of the twenty-one theological students per-
mitted to enroll drops out during the school year his place must be kept
vacant. The police institution known as the Office of Church Affairs
maintains strong control over all functions of the churches. Many parish
buildings, especially in the towns, are overcrowded with tenants put in
them by the authorities. It is only in exceptional cases that the pastor and
his chaplain are allowed to keep individual rooms for themselves. For
example, the pastor of a parish church in Temesvar must live in a sublet
room in a suburb known as Mehala because the parish building was
confiscated and used as office space by the Rumanian state authorities.
Religious instruction is permitted only in the churches and only on Sat-
urdays and Sundays. In many places authorities keep parents under
duress in order to prevent the religious education of children. The threat
of losing their jobs looms over their heads continually.

SCHOOLS

Protestant and Roman Catholic high schools of several centuries
standing have all been either liquidated by the regime or transfol
into Rumanian state institutions with the aim of spreading the (spiri
of Communism and Rumanian national chauvinism. Only certain
jects are taught in Hungarian in the Hungarian schools dand the num-
ber of these subjects is steadily decreasing. The same s
in the elementary schools. The teaching of Rumanian i
ready in the second grade of these institutions a
ren are still unable to read and write in
Székely villages of the euphemistically ea

f\ in Rumaman The graduates
of Hungarian schools su in high school, college, and

university admission

are Hungarian schools where teaching
that it can to liquidate these insti-

agirls’ school after 1945, was merged with a Rumanian Uni-
er the name of Babes-Bolyai University of Sciences, and in-
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struction in Hungarian was systematically redioced so that now only a
few subjects are being taught in Magyar. An (on-th rt of the
e-Tece erized this sit-

number of graduate students
and literature in 1960 was only
were studying Hungarian lan

ratio changed to two hun

majority o a ers at the university is made up of
Rmnan%lj\.mga ns ate forcefully eased out of the faculty and their
places afe filled with Rumanians. In all likelihood it is only a matter of
i efore |tea "‘/E will be exclusively in Rumanian. In theory this
m‘}i)&m institution is a mixed Rumanian-Hungarian enterprise
ed as a showcase by the Rumanian state to show the outside
it is liberally minded. The merger of the Hungarian and Ru-
universities in Kolozsvar was carried out by the present sec-
retary general of the Communist Party and President of Rumania,
Ceausescu. Following the merger, three Hungarian university professors
committed suicide as a sign of protest and despair.

The same situation prevails within the Hungarian medical and phar-
macological college in Marosvasarhely-Targu Mures where teaching in
Hungarian is gradually tapering off with the elimination of Hungarian
teachers and the appointment of Rumanians to the chairs. This in spite
of the fact that Marosvasarhely, known as the capital of the Székely
land, is considered to be the seat of the autonomous region. The corres.
pondent of Le Monde observed in the same article that “all official
notices in the main post office and in the town hall in Marosvéasédrhely
were printed in Rumanian.”

npared to twenty-nine who
ature. By 1965, however, this
een to thirty-nine in favor of the
of the five pro-rectors, and seven

A HOPELESS FUTURE

Hungarian university graduates face an extremely dim future since
they are not allowed to work in Transylvania but are compelled to
move to the Regat where they are exposed to stepped up Rumanianiza-
tion. Hundreds of cases testify to the difficulties of these people.

Measures taken by the authorities to prevent the moving of Hungarians
to the towns and cities in Transylvania also serve the purpose of a half-
concealed Rumanianization. On the other hand their move to the Regat
is encouraged. Anyone seeking employment must produce his identifica-
tion card. Good jobs and well-paying positions are usually reserved for
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Rumanians only so that many Hungarians in Transylvania are con-
demned to economic ruin while all envision a hopeless future.

The situation of our Magyar brethren in Transylvania makes a
mockery of the articles of the peace treaties which were aimed at protect-
ing national minorities. The chauvinistic policy of Communist Rumania
in its Stalinist anti-Hungarianism disregards all human rights and in-
ternational obligations solemnly agreed upon and promised in peace
treaties. If any change in that policy is discerned, it is usually more in
subtilty than in substance.
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