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TO Non-pas tor M i n i s t e r s h a v i n g s tand ing i n Synod 

IN RE R e t a i n i n g M i n i s t e r i a l S tand ing 

D e a r Col league i n C h r i s t : 

A c c o r d i n g to the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n s of the 
U n i t e d Church of C h r i s t a m i n i s t e r under 65 y e a r s of age 
who wi thdraws from a c t i v e f u l l - t i m e s e r v i c e i n t h e m i n ­
i s t r y may a p p l y f o r l e a v e of absence on an annua l "oasis 
up to f i v e y e a r s a f t e r which the m i n i s t e r ' s s t a n d i n g may 
ho revoked wi thout p r e j u d i c e » 

A m i n i s t e r r e t i r i n g from a c t i v e s e r v i c e by r e a s o n 
of age o r d i s a b i l i t y , r e t a i n s h i s m i n i s t e r i a l s t a n d i n g 
i n d e f i n i t e l y , but Synod r e q u i r e s t h a t such p e r s o n s , too> 
should i n d i c a t e y e a r l y t h e i r d e s i r e to r e t a i n m i n i s t e r ­
i a l s tanding i n our Synod. 

R e g a r d l e s s which category you belong t o , may I a sk 
you to submit a b r i e f r e p o r t on ( a ) y o u r p r e s e n t a d d r e s s , 
( b ) y o u r form of m i n i s t r y i n 1975 o r , i n case of r e t i r e ­
ment, what were some of the important event s i n y o u r 
l i f e d u r i n g 1975; ( c ) y o u r r e a s o n and d e s i r e t o r e t a i n 
y o u r m i n i s t e r i a l s tand ing i n The C a l v i n Synodo 

D u a l - s t a n d i n g m i n i s t e r s a r e asked to add only the 
name of c o n f e r e n c e / a s s o c i a t i o n o r denomination in. which 
they nave r e g u l a r s t a n d i n g . 

I would a p p r e c i a t e i f you would submit y o u r r e p o r t 
not l a t e r than A p r i l 20, 1976. 

Y o u r s i n H i s s e r v i c e , 

b i s h o p John B u t o s i 

P . S . I am sure you know t h a t our Annual Meeting i s going to be h e l d on May 10-13 
a t Wesley Theo . Seminary* 44OO M a s s a c h u s e t t s A v e . , N .W. , Washington D ^ C , - Room & 
Board R e s e r v a t i o n ($i? o00 p e r day p e r p e r s o n ) must bo i n the B i s h o p ' s O f f i c e BEFORE 
APRIL 15. 1976. Meeting S t a r t 8 a t 2 P . M . on May 10. You or© most welcome, but 
p l e a s e make r e s e r v a t i o n NOW a s we expect f u l l house! 
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