
Playing It 
Safe Trend 

By M a i v i n a L i n d s a y 

National Danger 
SOME OF M Y craftier friends 

whisper behind their hands that 
from now on they are going to 
play i t safe. They w i l l belong 
to nothing, contribute to noth­
ing. They w i l l say nothing, do 
nothing, even th ink nothing that 
might conceivably put them in 
line of an ideological mud 
slinger. They w i l l live tight l i t ­
tle, rabbity, "me first," un-Amer­
ican lives. 

This w i l l mean that many c i t i ­
zenship activities w i l l suffer. 
And that I believe is just -what 
some of those making reckless 

, charges of communism want 
They would like to discourage a l l 
"nosey" groups i n political dis­
agreement wi th themselves. 

For example, the defaming 
of Judge Dorothy Kenyan got 
under way about two years ago 
in the Middle West when 
she was used as a straw man for 
a general attack on the Wom­
en's Committee for Lasting 
Peace in which she was active. 
This group, devoted to further­
ing international cooperation, 
had opposed isolationist candi­
dates at the polls. Such direct 
action was unheard of from a 
group of women! 

I t had also made the mistake 
of using the bugaboo word "Ac­
tion in its t i t le . I submit a much 
smarter t i t le would have been 
"The Genteel Females' Poetry 
Circle." But its leaders, many 
of them women of wealth and 
standing, were not used to pus­
syfooting. So Judge Kenyon 
was singled out for a whisper­
ing campaign. Later these same 
charges were aired by Senator 
McCarthy—and rebutted by 
Judge Kenyon—at a congres­
sional hearing. 

4/W fal /ff*. 
NOW THEN it also appears it 

Is dangerous to get mixed up i n 
"consumer activities." Senator 
McCarthy, i n charging Dr. 
F.sther J to ina i ie r of the State 
Department' with "Communist 
front activities," stated that back 
in the 1930s while she was con­
nected wi th the American Asso­
ciation of University Women she 
involved that organization in 
"consumer activities." 

Senator McCarthy supposedly 
meant consumer activities that 
from his viewpoint were ques­
tionable. Yet there is now a > 
growing tendency to insinuate 
that any organized consumers are 
i n some way subversive. Yet 
hasn't the consumer the same 
r ight as the National Association 
of Manufacturers, the American 
Medical Association and the 
American Federation of Labor to 
organize in his own interest? 

Now I personally had been 
thinking of starting a consumers' 
movement to do something about 
American technology's sad fa i l ­
ure to devise a satisfactory can 
opener. But maybe I had better 
play safa. Especially since I have 
just recalled that fresh out of 
college on my first newspaper 
job I joined a group of artistic 
and literary rebels with the sub­
versive sounding n a m e , "The 
Wicked Few." 

We lasted for only three meet­
ings because of failure to pay 
the rent for our clubroom over 
a shoe shining parlor, in which 
we popped corn over a monkey 
stove and discussed plans for 
wr i t ing the g r e a t American 
novel. However because of this 
misadventure. I must now watch 
my step. 
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OWEVER, playing it safe can 
t confusing process. Here is 
TJJüuníiuer, a_stajd_.Jhpjio.r-
hasica'Tly conservative worn-
ho has distinguished her-

i educational fields and also 
i this country's UNESCO dele­

gation. Yet she has a husband 
who was born in Hungary! And 
Hungary is now Communist. 

Yet, strange as i t may seem to 
some people, there are former 
Hungarians who are not Com­
munists! About three years ago 
when Hungary fe l l completely 
into. Communist control there was 
a lot i n the papers about the 
courageous, dramatic step taken 
by the Hungarian Minister here 
and his staff. A l l but the one 
Communist member of the lega­
t ion staff resigned, severed ties 
w i th their homeland, became 
exiles, most of them penniless, i n 
this country. 

Dr. Brunauer was a friend of 
the group that took this cou­
rageous anti-Communist action. 
And i t was she who encouraged 
a legation wife to write an ac­
count of how the staff members 
felt i n giving up the country 
they loved for the sake of a pr in­
ciple. That material appeared in 
my column June 18, 1947, under 
the t i t le "When Exile Strikes." 

Yet the inverted Alice i n 
Wonderland reasoning of those 
who charge guil t by association 
could make this incident proof 
of Dr. Brunauer's Communist 
affiliations. For was she not a 
friend of the legation staff that 
resigned? And had not these 
staff members been associating 
wi th the one Communist member 
who didn't resign? Hence they 
had Communist associations. And 
so had Dr. Brunauer through 
them! And so had I ! 

You see, you can't win! 
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