
ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u

ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u



eko
nyvt

ar.s
k-s

ze
ged.hu

Nadia on para l l e l bars and beam: Where others hesitate, 
she grows b o l d e r — a n d per fec t ion is par t o f the rou t ine n f l ight and on the f loor, complete c on t r o l o f an 86-pound body: ' I f she 

were do ing i t alone i n a r o o m , the scores w o u l d s t i l l be 10' 

O C r T I P I C S 7 6 = A S M R I S O N 
h adia. H e r name was w h i s p e r e d ex­

c i t ed l y every t i m e she approached 
an exercise. O n the s ide l ines she 

was restless, pac ing w h i l e he r c ompe t i ­
tors sat and wa i t ed , occas ional ly d o i n g 
d i f f i cu l t backf l ips w i t h the casual ease o f a 
ba l lp laye r w a v i n g a ba t i n an on-deck 
c i r c l e . T h e n i t was t i m e for ac t ion , and as 
the hush came over the capacity c r o w d i n 
the M o n t r e a l F o r u m , a l l the nervousness 
and l i t t l e - g i r l shyness w e n t ou t o f the 
ch i l d -he ro ine o f the X X I O l y m p i a d . Sud­
d e n l y ^ J 4 d i S a t i d i N a d i a t o i n a n e c i o f 
Romania was incom^RTe^5xTff la7ar5ng 
c o m m a n d o f he r t i n y b o d y — a n d o f the 
w o r l d w i d e t e l e v i s i on audience . I t was 
the purest, most j oyous theater that the 
O l y m p i c Games can offer, and every 
tw is t , leap and smi le p roved that the star 
was w o r t h y o f her role . 

A t t imes Nad ia was v i r t u a l l y m o t i o n ­
less, us ing the o t h e r w o r l d l y s t rength i n 
her 86-pound body to freeze he rse l f 
above bars and beams i n portra i ts o f 
perfect gymnast ic f o rm. T h e n she w o u l d 
p i ck u p the t empo and become a b l u r o f 
supp le arms and legs, a ba l l e r ina i n m i d ­
air f l ight . A t the most d i f f i cu l t po in ts 
w h e r e others hes i ta ted , Nad ia became 
even bo lde r and more brea th- tak ing . T h e 
c r o w d soared w i t h her , gasp ing and 
chee r ing i n a crescendo u n t i l she made 
her t r i u m p h a n t bow. T h e n there was the 
inev i t ab l e pause, f o l l o w e d by the n e w 
explos ion o f sound as her perfect 10-
p o i n t s co re—unprecedented i n O l y m p i c 
gymnast ics—was posted. I t was to be a 
w e e k o f r ecord per formances, w i t h at 
least one m o m e n t o f g enu ine he ro i sm, 
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and more w o u l d sure ly come as the 
Games c o n t i n u e d . B u t a m i d the po l i t i c a l 
feuds, chea t ing scandals and i m p r o m p t u 
squabbles that have become semiof f ic ia l 
O l y m p i c events, N a d i a i n flight was 
Mont rea l ' s d o l l - l i k e symbo l o f what 's 
s t i l l r i g h t w i t h the Games. 

O n l y i n her q u i e t moments away f rom 
the arena d i d Comanec i relax he r i r r e ­
s is t ib le g r i p on her audience . T h e n she 
a l l o w e d he r s e l f to be a smal l g i r l , speak­
i n g i n c h i r p i n g tones, p o n d e r i n g ques­
t ions w i t h dark eyes tha t somet imes spar­
k l e d , e ven g i g g l i ng as she savored the 
exper i ence . Yes, she said, she had an 
i d o l — n o t the Russian p ix i e O lga Korbu t , 
w h o m she so conv inc ing l y de th roned , 
b u t the F r e n c h mov ie star A l a i n D e l o n . 
No , she a d m i t t e d open ly , she d i d n ' t feel 
sorry for Korbut . 

T O B E Y O U N G A N D P E R F E C T 

" W e r e y o u conf ident that y o u w o u l d 
w i n ? " she was asked after the fifth o f her 
seven per fect scores and the first o f her 
three go ld medals . 

"Yes. I was sure . " 
T h e r e was l i t t l e le f t to say. The re is 

p robab l y no speech i n any language that 
can descr ibe the f ee l ing o f b e i n g 1 4 — 
and per fect at wha t you do. Nad i a Co­
manec i ce r ta in ly r e qu i r ed no words last 
week to express the unforget tab le i n t e n ­
si ty o f the O l y m p i c exper ience at its best. 

Comanec i ' s reach for per f ec t ion was 
the centerp iece o f a week o f w o r l d rec­
ords i n the poo l , ve l odrome and we i gh t -
l i f t i n g arena. U.S. m e n and East G e r m a n 
w o m e n o w n e d the poo l . T h e Amer icans 

set n ine w o r l d records i n w i n n i n g the 
first t en men 's s w i m m i n g events. East 
Germany ' s d o m i n a t i o n was near ly as 
comple te , l e d by 17-year-old star Korné­
l i a Ende r . B u t the most appea l ing theme 
o f these Games has been one o f personal 
con f ronta t ion . T h e Comanec i -Korbut 
d u e l was the most g lamorous, b u t i t was 
ha rd l y more emot i ona l than the 1,500-
m e t e r s w i m m i n g t r i u m p h o f fe isty 
Amer i can teen-ager B r i a n Goode l l over 
h i s Aus t ra l i an r i va l Steve H o l l a n d . I n 
basketba l l , there was the v i n d i c a t i o n o f 
B u t c h Lee , w h o had been snubbed b y 
the U.S. t e a m — a n d a lmost l e d his 
adopted Puerto Rican team to a s t u n n i n g 
upset o f the Amer icans . 

As the track and field c ompe t i t i on be­
gan, however , upsets a n d near disaster 
caught u p w i t h the Amer icans . F i r s t the 
U.S shotputters were shut ou t o f a meda l 
for the first t ime i n 40 years. T h e n the 
spr inters finished out o f the money be­
h i n d T r i n i d a d ' s Hase ly C raw fo rd for the 
first U.S 100-meter shutout i n 48 years. 
A n d i n a fleeting bu t shock ing moment , 
800-meter favor i te R ick W o h l h u t e r was 
threa tened w i t h d i squa l i f i ca t i on after 
f o rc ing his way be tween rivals d u r i n g a 
semi f ina l . O n l y a s tudy o f the v ideotape 
changed of f ic ials ' m inds and kep t Rick i n 
the event. 

As always, the Games have p roduced 
images that w i l l ou t l i v e the per ishable 
statistics. The re was Comanec i on the 
v i c to ry p l a t f o rm, accept ing the gracious 
kisses o f Soviet veteran L y u d m i l a T u r -
ishcheva, the bronze medal is t . The r e 
was Goode l l p u l l i n g h i m s e l f f rom the 

water, j e r k i n g a t h u m b at h is o w n chest i n 
a "Who ' s No . 1? " gesture. A n d there was 
Lee on his knees, on the court , screaming 
i n anguish at the o f f ic ia l w h o had ca l l ed 

i h i m for a las t -minute charg ing f ou l that 
Meft Puerto Rico a p o i n t short o f the U.S. 
j B u t perhaps the most fitting O l y m p i c 
' counterpo int to the effortless grace o f 
Comanec i was p r o v i d e d by the 26-year-
o l d male gymnast Shun Fu j imoto o f Ja­
pan. D u r i n g his floor exercise, Fu j imo to 
fractured his right leg. B u t w i t h the Japa­
nese i n con ten t i on for a team go l d meda l , 
he refused to g ive u p . F i t t e d w i t h a 
plastic cast f rom h i p to toe, he somehow 
competed i n the ring exercises—and 
achieved the h ighest score o f h is l i f e . H e 
finished w i t h a t r i p l e somersault and 
tw is t that doomed h i m to excruc ia t ing 
pa in w h e n he landed . B u t he executed i t 
f lawlessly and fearlessly and ma in ta ined 
his balance l ong enough to c l i n c h the 
go ld for his team—before his leg c r u m ­
p l e d grotesquely beneath h i m . 
J " I t is beyond m y c omprehens i on , " 
fcaid an O l y m p i c doctor w h o treated F u j i ­
moto, " h o w he c o u l d l and w i t h o u t co l ­
laps ing i n screams. Wha t a m a n . " 

"Yes, the pa in shot th rough m e l i k e a 
k n i f e , " said Fu j imo to . " I t b rought tears 
jk) m y eyes. Bu t now I have a go ld meda l , 
fmd the pa in is gone . " 
• The O l y m p i c capacity for su r v i v i ng 
pain and t r oub l e seems par t i cu lar ly str ik­
ing i n Mon t r ea l , because these Games 
|»ave had a r i ch supp l y o f p rob lems to 
O v e r c o m e . Po l i t i ca l l y , they are haunted 
by the nat ions that aren ' t p resent—the 
Taiwanese w h o we ren ' t wan ted and the 

30 nat ions that have w i t h d r a w n i n a ra­
c ia l protest. 

T h e smal l T a i w a n team, bar red b y 
Canada because o f the host country 's 
r ecogn i t i on o f Ch ina , a lucrat i ve t r ad ing 
partner , was scarcely missed i n the ath­
le t ic events. B u t its absence sets a f r i ght ­
e n i n g precedent . I f the host count ry can 
f launt the O l y m p i c rules and inv i t e on l y 
the nat ions w h o fit comfor tab ly in t o its 
fore ign po l i cy , one can imag ine future 
hosts—the Soviets are next i n 1980— 
t u r n i n g a w o r l d w i d e open event in t o a 
c l u b b y inv i t a t i ona l . 

O N L Y T H E G R A S S S U F F E R S ' 

T h e absence o f the Black Afr icans and 
t h e i r sympathizers i n the boycot t o f com­
p e t i t i o n w i t h N e w Zea land has had a 
more immed ia t e effect. Several o f th is 
week 's track events have been s t r i pped 
o f g l amour by the de fect ion o f stars l i ke 
Tanzania 's F i l b e r t Bay i , Kenya's M i k e 
Bo i t and Uganda's John Ak i i - bua . Ear l y 
rounds o f the b o x i n g t ournament were 
r educed to a series o f walkovers w h e n 
Afr icans d i d n ' t show. A n d a m i d the 
m o o d o f res ignat ion i n the A f r i can sector 
o f the v i l lage , athletes have seen years o f 
preparat ion dissolve in to days o f w a i t i n g 
for flights back home. 

" O f course i t ' s d i s a p p o i n t i n g , " said 
Lee Evans, the Amer i can coach o f the 
N i g e r i an runners . " B u t w h i l e i t ' s a l l w e l l 
and good to say that the O l y m p i c s are 
sacred, l i f e is sacred too. W h e n y o u t h i n k 
o f the 176 people k i l l e d i n the South 
A f r i can riots—just before N e w Zea land 
sent its rugby team the r e—you can see 
w h y Afr icans have dec ided that l i fe is 
more impor tan t than w i n n i n g meda l s . " * 

•Some black athletes felt differently. Sprinter James Gilkes 
of Guyana asked the International Olympic Committee to 
permit him to compete as an individual when his countn 
withdrew, but the IOC refused. 

Newsweek l U g u s t 2 , 1 9 7 6 

I t was a Kenyan w h o best exp la ined the 
athletes ' ro le as pawns i n the powe r 
struggle . " W e have a say ing at h o m e , " he 
said qu i e t l y , " t h a t w h e n t w o bu l l s fight, 
on l y the grass suf fers. " 

O n a less g loba l l e ve l , there have been 
the usual O l y m p i c d isputes and zany 
inc idents . Desp i t e an armed-camp an t i -
terror is t secur i ty system that dampened 
some o f its Ga l l i c charm, Mon t r ea l qu i ck ­
l y establ ished i t se l f as a go ld-medal host 
c i t y f rom the m o m e n t o f its spectacular 
o p e n i n g pageant. T h e Games fac i l i t ies , 
ove rpr i ced and un f in i shed as they were , 
rece ived genera l ly h i g h praise f rom ath­
letes. A n d a l though a b u m b l i n g lodg ings 
bureau p laced a few unsuspec t ing tour­
ists i n $60-a-night flophouses and pros t i ­
t u t i o n hote ls , most v is i tors marve l ed at 
the town 's food, beauty and wondrous l y 
c lean, qu i e t subways. 

O n l y the roads suffered Olympic-c lass 
chaos. T h e army officers assigned to 
d r i v e the V I P cars staged a d e m o l i t i o n 
derby o f t h e i r o w n , scor ing more than 
200 accidents i n the o p e n i n g week . Fo r 
the i r part, the taxi d r i ve rs , i rasc ib le be­
cause the officials we r e a l l r i d i n g the free 
cars instead o f pay ing for cabs, d i d n ' t 
g ive an i n c h . T h e resu l t was street-cor­
ner crashes a lmost as en t e r ta in ing as the 
ub i qu i t ous street d a n c i n g that was a fea­
ture o f the week 's cu l tu ra l program. 

The presence o f Q u e e n E l i z abe th add­
ed grandeur to the scene, bu t i t too 
caused prob lems. A t one po in t the u n ­
derdog Canadian vo l l e yba l l squad was 
ra l l y ing gamely against Czechoslovakia. 
T h e n the royal fami ly ar r i ved and act ion 
was ha l ted by a s tand ing ovat ion. T h e 
Canadians, w h o we re e i the r unse t t l ed by 
the delay or overcome w i t h emo t i on , 
immed ia t e l y lost m o m e n t u m — a n d the 
match. A t the equest r ian compe t i t i on i n 
Bromont , the roya l a t t en t i on also took its 
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t o l l on Princess A n n e , whose horse 
G o o d w i l l p e r f o rmed er ra t i ca l l y i n the 
ear ly stages o f the three-day event and 
f e l l i n the endurance r u n . " W h e n you ' ve 
f a l l en o f f a horse four t i m e s , " the P r i n ­
cess g r u m b l e d to the press d u r i n g prac­
t i ce , " y o u d o n ' t w a n t to be asked w h a t 
y o u had for breakfast . " 

A pa i r o f D a n i s h cycl ists suf fered no 
such rush o f a t t en t i on . So, i n the most 
notab le i n d i v i d u a l feat o f u n e x p l a i n e d 
behav ior , they d e c i d ed to make t h e m ­
selves k n o w n by p e d a l i n g t h r o u g h the 
O l y m p i c V i l l age c l i n i c . As they cu t a 
h igh-speed swath among star t led nurses, 
recept ionists and even a f ew pat ients i n 
whee l cha i r s , an irate doctor p u r s u e d 
t h e m on foot. H e n a b b e d t h e m near the 
den ta l w a r d , p u m m e l e d t h e m and cursed 
t h e m i n b o t h E n g l i s h and F r ench . F i n a l ­
l y , they escaped as q u i c k l y as they had 
ar r i ved , c y c l i n g b l i t h e l y t h r o u g h s w i n g ­
i n g doors and in to the n i gh t . 

I n the t eam-b lunde r c ompe t i t i on , the 
Soviets have been i n a class b y t h e m ­
selves. A f t e r a n i g h t m a r i s h w e e k o f 
cheat ing , a r gu ing and even q u i t t i n g , the 
Russians are on t h e i r way to e c l i p s ing the 
O l y m p i c record for t r oub l e that was set 
by the U.S. i n 1972 i n M u n i c h . 

C H E A T I N G D E V I C E 

Mos t shock ing was the exposure o f 
m o d e m pen ta th l on contender Bor is O n -
i shchenko , a 38-year-o ld m e r i t e d master 
o f sport i n the U.S.S.R., w h o was caught 
ho t -handed w i t h an e l ec t ron ic chea t ing 
dev ice i n his epee. F e n c i n g is scored 
e l ec t ron i ca l l y : every " h i t " o f a swo rd o n 
an opponent ' s chest sh i e l d au tomat i ca l l y 
registers o n a scoreboard. B u t O n i -
shchenko was e q u i p p e d w i t h a t ransmi t ­
ter that scored hits every t i m e he pressed 
a b u t t o n i n the hand l e . I t m i g h t have 
been the greatest i l l e ga l sc ient i f ic break­
t h r o u g h since c rooked jockeys first 
l ea rned to s t imula te horses w i t h bat tery-
p o w e r e d buzzers. B u t Bor is acted too 
flagrantly, scor ing a h i t w h e n he wasn ' t 
even close. H i s weapon was inspec ted 
and he was t h r o w n o u t o f the games. 

Soviet t eam leaders expressed shock 
and embarrassment , b u t one r i va l doub t ­
ed the i r mot ives . " I m m e d i a t e l y after the 
d iscovery that On ishchenko ' s weapon 
was r i g g ed , " said Chaba Pal laghy o f the 
Ama t eu r Fencers League o f Amer i ca , 
" t h e Russians c r o w d e d a round t h e i r 
e q u i p m e n t bag. T h e off icials shou ld 
have checked a l l weapons on the spo t . " 

T h e officials d i d make an over-a l l 
check later, b u t another Amer i c an d i d n ' t 
be l i eve i t was necessary. " D o n ' t l u m p a l l 
Russians as cheaters , " p l eaded fence i 
Den ise O 'Connor . " T h e ones w e k n o w 
are very hones t . " Tha t s en t iment was 
smal l conso lat ion to On i shchenko , w h o 
was rushed from the v i l l age and flow^ 
home to K i e v i n disgrace. " H e w i l l be 
s t r i pped o f a l l his medals and h o n o r s " 
back h o m e , " a Soviet spokesman said 
om inous l y . " I fear that h is career as a 
sportsman is over . " 

B u t the furor re fused to subs ide 
a round the Soviets. Next , an Amer i c an 

d i v i n g of f ic ial c l a i m e d that a Russian had 
approached h i m at a party and suggested 
that the t w o nat ions ' judges " t r ade o f f 
p o i n t s " to a id each other 's d ivers . T h e 
charge was v ehemen t l y d en i ed , and 
there we r e ind ica t ions that the ent i re 
exchange had b e e n a cognac-fueled at­
t e m p t at heavy l e v i t y — b u t an invest iga­
t i o n was p romised . T h e n there was more 
controversy w h e n the Soviet water-po lo 
team, the d e f end ing O l y m p i c champ ion , 
p u l l e d ou t o f the Games because o f 
"s ickness and i n j u r i e s . " Cr i t i c s c l a imed 

i n 

Depar t ing E t h i o p i a n : Wasted years 

that the a i lments had b e e n i n d u c e d 
large ly by an ear ly upset loss to the 
Ne ther lands . Later , after f o r f e i t ing a 
match to Cuba , the team re jo ined the 
c o m p e t i t i o n and beat the Mex i cans— 
before a j e e r i n g c r o w d . 

F i n a l l y , the Soviets were forced to 
p lay an angu ished role at the week's 
m a i n e v en t—wi tness ing thejc ioncme£St^)f i | 

t h e i r na t iona l he ro ine KcTOutbTTne t i p ­
's tart L iomanec i . J he love ly Ul tra has 
"BeTmTarcI used i n the years since she 
cap tured the hearts o f the w o r l d from 
M u n i c h . Last week the pr ice o f a l l her 
t rave l ing , c ompe t ing—and s i m p l y grow­
i n g u p — w a s po i gnant l y apparent . A t 2 1 , 
O l ga has become a w o m a n . Somet imes, 

w h e n the c irc les u n d e r the eyes darken 
and the o n c e - w i n n i n g smi l e becomes a 
loser's frown, she even looks l i k e an o l d 
w o m a n , more t i r e d and stra ined than any 
21-year-old shou ld have to be. 

O lga s t rugg led gamely last week, con­
t o r t i n g her rubbe ry body and reach ing 
o u t thea t r i ca l l y for her audience . Exper ts 
said that her gymnastics we r e every b i t 
as good as they had been i n M u n i c h . B u t 
a foot i n ju r y s l owed her j u s t a b i t and , 
more pa in fu l l y , she unders tood very 
q u i c k l y that she had lost the c r o w d to 
Comanec i . Ko rbu t , Tur i shcheva , the 
b r i l l i a n t 18-year-old N e l l i K i m and 66-
p o u n d M a r i a F i l a tova w o n the go ld m e d ­
al as a team. B u t the spo t l i gh t be l onged 
to the second-place Romanians and the 
g i r l w i t h the perfect scores. 

B R E A K I N G T H E S C O R E B O A R D 

I n the 48 hours before the i n d i v i d u a l 
a l l -a round compe t i t i on , M o n t r e a l re­
v o l v ed a round Comanec i . Comput e r 
technic ians had to redes ign the score­
board system, w h i c h — l i k e the rest o f the 
w o r l d — h a d been unprepared to hand le 
10-point per fec t ion . Scalpers roamed the 
streets outs ide the F o r u m , d e m a n d i n g 
$100 for $16 t ickets that we r e sudden ly 
the most p r i z ed o f the Games. Ins iders 
debated the judges ' scor ing, w o n d e r i n g 
i f 10-point scores were unrea l i s t i c . 

" N o b o d y is per fec t , " said Russian 
coach Lar isa La tyn ina . " C o m a n e c i has 
her faults, t o o . " 

" T h e judges are i n a box , " said A B C 
analyst Cathy R igby Mason , the former 
Amer i can champ ion . " T h e y started ou t 
g i v i n g h i g h scores, and Nad ia is so supe­
r i o r to every g i r l here tha t they have no 
choice b u t to g ive her 10s." 

" I n other w o r d s , " R i gby was asked, " i 
Nad ia were compe t ing against an ab­
stract standard instead o f h u m a n rivals, 
and i f the c r o w d wasn ' t go ing w i l d , she 
m i g h t no t get 10s?" 

R igby ponde r ed a momen t . " I f Nad ia 
were d o i n g wha t she's been do ing , a l l 
alone i n an empty r o o m , " she said final­
l y , " I ' d s t i l l have to say that she w o u l d 
get the 10s. " 

O l y m p i c gymnastics is a dazz l ing four-
ring c ircus. Separate groups o f b r i g h t l y 
c l ad athletes do t h e i r vaults , uneven 
bars, balance beams and floor exercises 
s imul taneous ly , accompanied by sporad­
ic cheers and the rous ing mus ic that goes 
w i t h the floor rout ines . B u t the i n d i v i d u ­
al a l l -around q u i c k l y became a two -
w o m a n show. I n the ear ly sparr ing , Co­
manec i v au l t ed to a 9.85. Seconds later 
Ko rbu t w h i r l e d a round the bars to a 9.90 
and exc i ted cheers. "O l -ga , O l -ga , " the 
c r o w d chanted . Fo r a m o m e n t i t seemed 
that the o lde r princess c o u l d w i n back 
her p eop l e—and the go ld meda l . 

T h e n Comanec i flew onto the bars and 

Let the Games begin: A select troupe 
international gymnasts brings street-
tival gaiety to the opening ceremon 

Willy McNaiw*—News 
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Soviet women came in all sizes, from 7-foot 2-
inch basketballer Yuliana Semyonova (here tower­
ing over the Bulgarians), to 66-pound gymnast 
Maria Filatova, who is 15. Britain's classiest entry 
was Her Royal Highness Princess Anne. 

SPORTS 
the K o r b u t d ream d i ed . Nad ia was so 
sure i n her movements and b o l d i n her 
style that her 10 was a lmost a foregone 
conc lus ion . B u t that d i d n ' t detract from 
the d i n w h e n the score flashed—or he r 
j o y as she beamed and waved . 

K o r b u t wa t ched f rom the o ther e n d o f 
the arena, w h e r e she was about to m o u n t 
the balance beam. T h e n she l a u n c h e d 
her o w n desperate b i d . Fo r a few mag ica l 
seconds, she seemed to recapture he r 

, M u n i c h t r i u m p h , c u r l i n g her b o d y f u l l 
I c i rc le on the beam, t h e n r i s ing to s t rut 
I w i t h he r o l d b o u n c i n g gait . T h e u n i n i ­

t i a t ed dared to hope that she had p u l l e d 
out a 10 o f her o w n . T h e n the f o rum 
echoed w i t h angry boos. She scored 9.50. 

Soviet coach L a t y n i n a approached the 
judges . She was t o l d that O l ga h a d m e r i t ­
ed a 9.75, b u t had been pena l i z ed .25 for 
exceed ing her t i m e l i m i t . T h e star d i d n ' t 
w a i t for the exp lanat ion . S tunned , she 
paced to a l one l y corner o f the arena a n d 
s i l en t l y w i p e d away a tear. 

"Because o f he r i n j u r e d f oo t , " L a t y n ­
ina later exp la ined , " O l g a had to adjust 
her rou t ine , so she w e n t over the t i m e 
l i m i t . " B u t i t was d i f f i cu l t to shake the 
impress ion that i n the face o f Comanec i ' s 
10-point cha l lenge , poor O lga had s im­
p l y t r i e d too h a r d — f o r too l ong . 

10s A N D M O R E 10s 

Judge inspect ing Russian Onishchenko 's epee: A n O l ymp i c r e co rd f o r team b lunders 

Soon K o r b u t h a d even lost he r spot at 
the head o f her team. K i m , w i t h a 10 i n 
the vau l t , soared t o w a r d a s i l ve r meda l . 

ITur i shcheva , stately, c h a r m i n g and de­
se rv ing o f more acc la im than she has 
rece ived , w o n the bronze. 

B u t Nad ia had more to offer. She 
w r a p p e d u p the a l l - a round champ i on -
'ship w i t h her fifth 10—a near-miraculous 
balance beam per formance tha t l e f t 
many w o n d e r i n g i f one per fect ef fort can 
be descr ibed as even more per fect than 
four ear l i e r ones. T h e n she r e t u r n e d the 
f o l l o w i n g n i g h t to do i t a l l again i n the 
i n d i v i d u a l exerc ises—and p i c k u p t w o 
more per fect scores and go ld medals . 

N e l l i K i m shared the final-night h o n ­
ors, scor ing a second 10 o f her o w n w i t h 
an i n sp i r ed floor exercise and g rabb ing 
two golds. B u t the week be l onged to 
Nadia, and the o n l y cha l lenge r e m a i n i n g 
for he r was posed b y her o w n statement, 
" I w a n t to keep i m p r o v i n g . " T o do that , 
she may have to i n v e n t a n e w sport. 

S w i m m i n g ac tua l ly seems to become a 
riew sport every four years, as a w h o l e 
n e w set o f standards o f exce l lence is 

Es t ab l i shed . Eve r y t i m e the O l y m p i c 
d r ena l i n starts flowing, w o r l d records 
jecome so commonplace that an out­
sider m i g h t suspect that O l y m p i c rides 
require the pools to be shortened by a 
meter or two each t i m e a round . B u t be­
h i n d the monotonous regu la r i t y o f the 
records and the meda l - coun t ing d u e l be­
tween the Amer i can m e n and East Ger­
man w o m e n , last week 's act ion i n the 
pool p r o v i d e d some o f the most i n t r i g u ­
ing personal dramas o f the Games. 

Six-foot 6- inch John Naber was the 
m l l i e n t leader o f the Amer i can men 's 
edal sweep, c h u r n i n g t h r o u g h the wa-
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te r for t w o backstroke go lds, two more 
golds i n relays and a s i l ve r b e h i n d team­
mate Bruce F u m i s s i n the 200-meter 
freestyle. A n d i t was Naber w h o made 
the b i g impress ion after h is t r i u m p h s , 
h u r l i n g h i m s e l f back in to the p oo l for 
spontaneous v i c to ry laps, e n v e l o p i n g 
surpr i sed r iva ls i n v i c e l i k e bear h u g s — 
and l a u n c h i n g in to enthusiast ic speech­
es about l i f e , r e l i g i on a n d h i m s e l f at the 
s l ightest provocat ion . 

" I ' v e always been a f r e ewhee l ing , ex­
t rove r t ed g u y , " says Naber . " W h e n I was 
i n f our th grade, m y teacher c o m m e n t e d 
on m y repor t card, ' H e has a remarkab le 
ta l en t for l eadership , b u t I w i s h he 
w o u l d n ' t use i t to create an uproar . ' I l i k e 
to get peop le i n v o l v e d i n a l l sorts o f 
th ings . I ' m an organ izer . " 

T H E P R I C E O F P R I D E 
Some teammates are mys t i f i ed or p u t 

o f f by Naber, espec ia l ly w h e n he pon t i f i ­
cates about r e l i g i on . ( " I ' m no t a Jesus 
freak," he says, " I ' m j u s t crazy about 
Jesus.") B u t Naber takes p r i d e i n b e i n g 
d i f f e rent from the many rubber -s tamped 
sw immers whose v i s i on tends to have 
the breadth o f the i r lane markers. U n l i k e 
the l i f e t ime meda l chasers w h o were 
v i r t u a l l y weaned on ch l o r ine , Naber 
d i d n ' t start s w i m m i n g u n t i l the advanced 
age o f 13. A t that p o i n t he had to w o r k 
ha rd to catch up , t ak ing f u l l advantage o f 
his l ong arms and k i c k i n g e f fect ive ly 
w i t h his oversize feet. " M y size-12 t r i p l e 
E's don ' t h e l p me m u c h , " he qu ips . 
" C e r t a i n l y no more than fins w o u l d . " 

Fo r 17-year-old Br i an Goode l l and his 
friends, the 1,500-meter race t u r n e d i n t o 
an O l y m p i a n poo l pa r t y—made a l l the 
sweeter w h e n some Austra l ians had to 
p i c k u p the tab. Austra l ia 's p owe r fu l , 
shaggy-haired Steve H o l l a n d was su­
p r e m e l y conf ident as the race ap­
proached ; some o f h is un for tunate 
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rooters were in fec ted by h is sp i r i t and 
p a i d the pr ice . 

T h e financial m a n eu ve r i n g began 
w h e n a cocky Aust ra l i an bus inessman 
of fered to be t $1,000, at even money , that 
H o l l a n d w o u l d w i n . W h e n the chal lenge 
reached the Amer i c an camp, a U.S. bus i ­
nessman ca l l ed the b l u f f — o n l y to have 
the Aus t ra l i an back d o w n . By t h e n , how­
ever, the wage r ing fever was r u n n i n g 
h i g h . M e m b e r s o f the Aus t ra l i an team 
p l edged modest sums, and the A m e r i -

Gymnast F u j i m o t o : A moment o f hero ism 
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PRincessofTHeGdMes 
S he sat ramrod-s t ra ight , he r gaze 

u n b l i n k i n g , he r l ips pressed i n a 
t h i n l i n e as she l i s t ened to quest ions 
and r e p l i e d i n short , c r i sp sentences. 
T h e n a Roman ian of f ic ia l handed the 
sma l l g r oup o f reporters sni f ters o f 
s l i vov i t z , a b randy w i t h a tangy p l u m 
flavor. Spontaneous ly , they rose and 
s i l en t l y toasted the fragile-looking 
g i r l across the tab le from t h e m . She 
responded to t h e i r u p l i f t e d glasses 
w i t h a t i l t o f her head and a w a n n i n g 
smi l e tha t was as cap t i va t ing as her 
flips and twists i n the M o n t r e a l Fo­
r u m . Fo r 

w h o also happens to be i n M o n t r e a l as 
the coach o f the Roman ian women ' s 
gymnast ic team. A handsome, strap­
p i n g m a n o f 35, Ka ro l y i had no in ter ­
est i n gymnast ics u n t i l he m e t h is w i f e 
Mar ta . "She was a gymnas t , " he says. 
" S ince I f e l l i n love w i t h her, I f e l l i n 
l ove w i t h he r spor t . " 

Search ing for b u d d i n g gymnasts, 
the coup l e used to scout the k inde r ­
gartens o f Romania , and Ka ro l y i v i v i d ­
l y recal ls the day w h e n he spot ted t w o 
6-year-old g ir ls p l a y i n g i n a cour tyard 
d u r i n g a recreat ion pe r i od . " T h e y 

Bee ting M ^ . ' Q were running and jumping and pre-
h T T k e - t h ^ 

££e is-
i :prnf|nerM looked very m u c h Hke- tk f r . t e n d i n g to be gymnasts , " he says 
14-vear-old k i d she i s — a g i r l w h o co l - " T h e n the b e l l rang, and they t-year-o'^i kin" sne i s—a g i r l 
fects do l l s , struggles w i t h h o m e w o r k 
and spends vacations s w i m -
m i n g and sk i ing . 

As an O l y m p i c hero ine whose 
overa l l per formance bo rde red 
on per f ec t i on , Nad ia is already 
ca rv ing out a l e g end based on 
g r i m ef f ic iency and icy purpose . 
B u t offstage, she has never c r i ed 
over ach ing musc les or fe l t 
t r apped b y the demands o f her 
sport. A n d i f he r c h i l d h o o d was 
u n l i k e that o f o ther g i r ls her age, 
i t is because Nad ia spent i t do ­
i n g prec ise ly w h a t she enjoys 
most—gymnast i cs . 

Four Hours a Day: Comanec i ( i t 
rhymes w i t h peach) was b o r n 
and ra ised i n Ones tL a c i t y o f 
40,000 i n the f oo th i l l s o f the 
Carpa th ian M o u n t a i n s . ( I t was 
r enamed Gheorghe GJieoighiu.-
D e i . after a l o r m e r C o m m u n i s t 
Party l e a d e r — b u t everyone s t i l l 
calls i t Onest i . ) H e r father is an 
auto mechanic , he r m o t h e r an 
office emp loyee , and she has a 
10-year-old b ro the r n a m e d A d ­
r i an . T h e f ami l y l i ves i n a n e w 
apar tment w i t h i n w a l k i n g d is ­
tance o f the school w h e r e Nad ia 
takes such subjects as F r e n c h 
and c h e m i s t r y — a n d w h e r e she 
pract ices four hours a day, ex­
cept Sundays. 

Nadia 's coach is Be la Ka ro l y i , 

the b u i l d i n g and 
ran in t o 

lost t h e m . I w e n t 

Comanec i : Also a 14-year-old d o l l co l l ec tor 

i n t o a l l the classes l o o k i n g for t h e m . I 
w e n t again and s t i l l I c o u l d n ' t find 
t h e m . A t h i r d t i m e I w e n t and asked, 
' W h o l ikes gymnast ics? ' I n one o f the 
classrooms, t w o g ir ls sprang u p . O n e 
is now a very p r o m i s i n g ba l l e r ina . 
T h e other is N a d i a . " 

I n 1969, Nad ia was the youngest 
compe t i t o r i n the Jun i o r Nat i ona l 
Champ ionsh ips o f Roman ia—and she 
finished i n t h i r t e e n t h place. "Because 
t h i r t e e n is an u n l u c k y n u m b e r , " says 
Ka ro l y i , " I b o u g h t he r an E s k i m o d o l l 
for good l u c k and t o l d her she mus t 
never rank t h i r t e e n t h aga in . " T h e 
next year, Nad ia w o n the e v e n t — a n d 
she hasn ' t lost a c o m p e t i t i o n since. 
She has car r i ed the E s k i m o d o l l i n its 
faded sealskin dress w i t h he r every­
where , and wheneve r she leaves 
home , she buys do l ls to add to a b u l g ­
i n g co l l e c t i on o f about 200 stacked 

neat ly o n shelves i n her bed ­
room. " T h e ones I have pu r ­
chased i n M o n t r e a l , " she says, 
" w i l l r e m i n d me o f m y 10s i n 
the O l y m p i c s . " 

Courage: " T h e t echn ica l p u r i ­
ty o f he r pe r f o rmance , " says 
Ka ro l y i , " i s her most b r i l l i a n t 
character ist ic . Phys ica l ly , she 
has s t rength , speed and flexibil­
i t y . M e n t a l l y , she has i n t e l l i ­
gence, phenomena l powers o f 
c oncen t ra t i on—and courage . " 

" N a d i a is the best gymnast i n 
the w o r l d , " boasts Ka ro l y i . 
" A n d she w i l l i m p r o v e w i t h the 
add i t i on o f n e w and d i f f e rent 
e lements . E v e r y year w e t ry to 
p u t i n n e w exercises. Some are 
t e chn i ca l l y too d i f f i cu l t , so w e 
p u t t h e m away and t r y later. W e 
w a n t to deve lop per f ec t i on , to 
the t i m e w h e n she gets a l l 10s i n 
the same c o m p e t i t i o n . " 

T h a t day may no t be far of f— 
and t h e n Nad ia m u s t look for 
some n e w surpassing t r i u m p h . 
T h i n k i n g ahead, someone 
asked her last week , " H o w l o n g 
w i l l y o u compete? W h e n w i l l 
y ou r e t i r e ? " 

" R e t i r e ? " T h e pale l ips 
pursed i n a qu i z z i ca l expres­
s ion. " I ' m 14 years o l d . " 

—PETER BON VENTRE in 

cans responded by a p p o i n b n g 200-meter 
but t e r f l y s i l v e r meda l i s t Steve Gregg as 
an i n f o rma l b e t t i n g commiss ioner . 

" These Austra l ians are rea l ly b r a s h , " 
Gregg said before the race. " I ' m h o l d i n g 
a l o t o f m o n e y . " H e paused, fingering his 
stash. " W e l l , maybe no t a l l that m u c h . " 

" A l l w e e k peop le have been ask ing 
me , 'Are y o u w o r t h b e t t i n g on? ' " said 
Goode l l . " I t e l l t h e m , T t h i n k so. Pu t 
y ou r money u p and find o u t ' . " 

T h e answer came after about t w e n t y o f 
the 30 g r u e l i n g laps. H o l l a n d was j u s t 
o v e r t ak ing Amer i c an pacesetter Bobby 
Hacke t t w h e n Goode l l surged u p b e h i n d 
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the leaders. N o r m a l l y Goode l l is a " n e g ­
a t i v e - sp l i t s " racer. I n o ther words , he 
prefers to pace h i m s e l f ear ly and finish 
m u c h faster than he began. B u t th is t i m e 
he s i m p l y fe l t too good to wa i t . T h e 
A m e r i c a n bettors had themselves a wa­
ter logged Secretariat. 

" T h e first 600 meters w e n t b y so fast, i t 
was l i k e a d r e a m , " Br ian said later. " I 
was j u s t s k i m m i n g a long. I had to keep 
t e l l i n g mysel f , 'Hey , this is the O l y m ­
pics . Pay a t t en t i on . ' T h e n after 1,000 
meters , I got concerned and p i ck ed u p 
m y pace . " Goode l l c l u n g tenac ious ly 
near the pacesetters. A n d as the c r o w d 

exp loded i n the nois iest roar o f the s w i m ­
m i n g meet , he seized the l ead on the 
final flip r u m and w o n go ing away from 
Hacket t and H o l l a n d , whose bronze 
meda l le f t his backers out o f the money . 

T h e Amer i can m e n swept a l l the med ­
als i n the t w o but t e r f l y events. B u t i n the 
power fu l g roup l ed by y ou th fu l w inne r s 
M i k e B r u n e r and M a t t Voge l , the most 
s t r i k i ng figure was a s w i m m i n g o d d i t y — 
a 24-year-old med i ca l s tudent n a m e d 
Gary H a l l , w h o su rv i v ed the ons laught o f 
teen-age stars to appear i n his t h i r d 
O l y m p i c s and grab a bronze meda l . 

A t M u n i c h four years ear l ier , H a l l h a d 

Newsweek 

sen the b iggest d i s appo in tmen t on the 
.S. men 's team. Favo r ed to domina t e 
j vera l events, he had set t led for a lone 
l v e r m e d a l — a n d d e c i d e d to p u t s w i m -
l i n g b e h i n d h i m . B u t e ven as he 
l u n g e d i n t o h is med i ca l studies at the 
m i ve r s i t y o f C i n c i n n a t i , H a l l f e l t d r a w n 
ack to the water . " M y in fant son was m y 
i s p i r a t i o n , " he said. " W h e n I started 
caching h i m to s w i m , I r ea l i zed h o w 
ftich the sport s t i l l mean t to m e . " 
Fo r the first 90 meters o f the 100-meter 

ut ter f ly , the sport seemed to h o l d a 
e lated go ld meda l for H a l l . O n l y i n the 
oal strokes d i d h is age betray h i m — b u t 
S was d e l i gh t ed to cap his personal 
jmeback w i t h a bronze . A f t e r the race, 
3 strode ha l fway a r o u n d the poo l to kiss 
is w i f e a n d carry h i s insp i ra t i ona l 2-
;ar-old, Gary Jr., back to the dress ing 
<om w i t h h i m . " T h i s was m y last race , " 
a l l said later, c h o k i n g back tears. " B u t 
d love to r e t u r n to the O l y m p i c s — m a y -
e as the U.S. t eam doctor i n 1984. " 

n Regan—Camera 

K o r b u t : Fa l l i ng on ha rd t imes 

For the most part , the A m e r i c a n w o m -
3 n swam as i f they c o u l d have used some 
n e d i c a l assistance, for the i r shattered 
psyches i f no t for the arms and legs tha t 
s imply c ou ldn ' t keep u p w i t h the East 
Germans. Sh i r l ey Babashoff, the w i n n e r 
rf five events at the U.S. O l y m p i c t r ia ls , 
spent a pa r t i cu la r l y miserab le week . I n 
tivo long-awai ted confrontat ions w i t h 
Ender , she was sound ly t r ounced . I n her 
fevorite event , the 400-meter freestyle, 
Shir ley f ound E n d e r res t ing on the side­
l ines—and managed to lose to another 
East Ge rman , Petra T h u m e r . 
j W h e n E n d e r ach i eved her most re-

rharkable f e a t — w i n n i n g t w o races i n 
Only 27 m inutes , bare l y t ak ing t i m e to 
change sw imsu i t s b e t w e e n go ld medals , 
Babashoff was f ina l l y m o v e d to com­
ment. "Peop l e i n the U.S. do sports for 
R in , " she said. " A l l the East Germans 
talk about is w o r k i n g hard . I wasn ' t 
• i c k e d o u t i n k inde rga r t en and sent away 
to some camp for t en years . " 
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The new Sugar Ray: A t ouch o f flamboyance 

SPORTS 
E n d e r , whose in fec t ious 

smi l e and cha rm be l i e the stere­
o type o f the s to l id , b i o n i c East 
G e r m a n athlete , r e p l i e d c a l m l y 
to the blast. " S w i m m i n g is a 
h o b b y to m e , " she said. "As l o n g 
as I have fun at i t , I ' l l c o n t i n u e . " 

I f the Ender-Babashof f c lash 
had under tones o f pe t ty na t i on ­
a l i sm, the women ' s d i v i n g com­
p e t i t i o n b r o u g h t the issue to the 
surface. J enn i Chand le r , a lean 
and graceful A labama h i g h -
school s tudent , was o v e r w h e l m ­
i n g o f f the spr ingboard—to a l l 
spectators except one adamant 
East G e r m a n judge . I n the k i n d 
o f n a r r o w - m i n d e d d isp lay that 
seems to mar j u d g m e n t - c a l l 
events at every O l y m p i a d , Judge 
H e i n z G o l d cons is tent ly d o w n ­
graded Chand l e r and favored 
East G e r m a n s i lver meda l i s t 
Chr i s t a Kohler . H a p p i l y , his votes had no 
e f f ec t—and they may have h e l p e d the 
w i n n e r by ou t rag ing the c r o w d . " I don ' t 
k n o w i f the j u d g e meant to do that to m e , " 
J enn i said later. " B u t I do k n o w i t was n ice 
to have the c r o w d w i t h m e . " 

A M A T T E R O F S T Y L E 

I n the pocket-size O l y m p i c basketbal l 
arena, the c r o w d chanted , "U .S .A .—a l l 
the w a y " l i k e fanatics at an I n d i a n a h i g h -
school t ournament , and the Amer i c an 
team l ooked w o r t h y o f the support . 
O l y m p i c basketba l l o f ten has a pred ic t ­
able pat te rn . T h e Amer icans are k ids 
w h o grew u p w i t h the sport and became 
s tars—but enjoy l i t t l e pract ice as a u n i t . 
T h e Russians and Yugoslavs counter b y 
assembl ing groups o f the ta l lest athletes 
they can find and t each ing t h e m sk i l l s 
and t eam play. So far i n O l y m p i c h is tory , 
the na tura l U.S. stars have lost prec ise ly 
one game—and that one r e q u i r e d a d is ­
p u t e d Russian basket after the final buzz­
er. T h e Amer icans aren ' t l i k e l y to lose 
another d u r i n g th i s O l y m p i a d . 

Last week , they came tan ta l i z ing l y 
close to an upset, r a l l y i n g to edge an 
i n s p i r e d Puerto R ican team. Af ter that 
na r row escape, the Amer icans awakened 
w i t h an easy rou t o f the ponderous Yu ­
goslavs and headed for t h e i r s h o w d o w n 

F o r d ( f ront ) , May face the Puerto Ricans 
Naber : A ve in o f gold f o r 'a freewheel ing, extroverted guy' 
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ear ly th is w e e k against the Soviets. A 
repeat o f the chaot ic Russian v i c t o ry i n 
M u n i c h seems u n l i k e l y , pa r t l y because 
o f players l i k e Scott May , A d r i a n D a n t l e y 
and P h i l F o r d — a n d pa r t l y because the 
M o n t r e a l c locks measure t i m e i n tenths 
o f a second, m a k i n g post-buzzer t i m i n g 
adjustments h i g h l y u n l i k e l y . . 

T h e Sov ie t women ' s t eam seems a 
safer bet . T h e Soviets lack the speed a n d 
finesse o f the c rowd-p l eas ing Japanese, 
b u t they have a strong i n t i m i d a t i n g factor 
i n 7-foot 2 - inch Yu l i ana Semyonova— 
w h o may have romance as w e l l as g o l d i n 
her fu ture . "We ' r e h o p i n g she ' l l get mar­
r i e d , " said he r coach, L i d i a A lekseyeva. 
" I t w i l l be be t t e r for he r game . " 

" W h o w i l l be the h u s b a n d ? " someone 
asked. " I n m y c o u n t r y , " said the coach, 
" w e can find o n e . " 

T h i s w e e k the boxers a n d track-and-
field athletes w i l l a d d t h e i r 
Special dramas to the Games. 
T h e A m e r i c a n fighters, such 
as l i g h t w e l t e r w e i g h t Sugar 
Ray L e o n a r d and l i g h t w e i g h t 
H o w a r d Dav is , have a l ready 
demonst ra ted flamboyance 
as w e l l as s k i l l . B u t the U.S. 
track athletes s t u m b l e d o f f to 
a d i sma l start. Ha rvey G lance 
a n d Johnny Jones, the sw i f t 
b u t inexper i enced sp r in t fin­
al ists, had hoped to w h i p the 
Soviet d e f e n d i n g c h a m p Va-
l e ry Borzov. Instead, they 
w a t c h e d Borzov beat t h e m 
for the b r o n z e — w h i l e the 
e b u l l i e n t Hase ly C r a w f o r d 
edged Jamaica's D o n Quar -
r ie for the go ld . T h e U.S. 
shot-putters were e q u a l l y as 
d i s appo in t i ng . 

K A T E T H E G R E A T 

I n a reversal o f the s w i m ­
m i n g pa t t e rn , the U.S. w o m ­
en of fered the b r i g h t spots i n 
the s tad ium. Kathy M c M i l l a n 
leapt to a s i l ver meda l i n the 
l o n g j u m p and j a v e l i n t h r o w ­
er Kate Schmid t w o n a 
bronze . T r a i l i n g bad l y u n t i l 
he r final t h r o w , Kate ( the 
Great ) came th r ough w i t h a 
dramat ic 209 feet, 10 i n c h 
toss—and waved a fist i n de­
l i g h t to her chee r ing fans. 

M a n y more confrontat ions l i e ahead. 
T h e athletes w i l l be ha rd pressed to 
match the sp lendor o f Comanec i or the 
raw courage o f Fu j imo to . B u t j u s t by 
reach ing for that k i n d o f exce l lence, they 
w i l l be ac t ing ou t a fitting second act for 
an O l y m p i c s that is succeed ing i n spite 
o f its se l f -perpetuat ing p rob l ems . Over­
b l o w n and unrea l i s t i c as they unques ­
t i o n a b l y are, there are s t i l l moments 
w h e n the O l y m p i c s r ise above t h e m ­
selves. M o n t r e a l k n e w such moments 
last week , a n d as they happened , i t was 
hard to imag ine any se t t ing more fitting 
for the O l y m p i c exper i ence—or the per­
f ec t i on o f Nad ia . 

—PETE AXTHELM 

THEATER 

A l m o s t - N i c e l y 

What's playing at the Broadway? 
I'll tell you what's playing at the 

Broadway. 
A revival of a classic musical, so in 

tune with current trends 
That it puts white characters into 

blackface from Miss Adelaide to 
Nicely-Nicely. 

That's what's playing at the 
Broadway. 

What ' s p l a y i n g at the Broadway The ­
atre is , o f course, G U Y S A N D D O L L S , and as 
r e v i v e d by an a l l -b lack cast, i t proves 
three th ings about the cur r en t odds i n 
one o f the o ldest establ ished pe rmanen t 

Page 
Martha Swop.' 

: B r ing ing down the house by r o ck ing the boat 

floating crap games i n N e w York: (1) i t 's a 
sure be t to b r i n g back a masterwork l i ke 
the one that composer and l y r i c i s t Frank 
Loesser and bookwr i t e r s Jo S w e r l i n g 
and Abe Burrows made i n 1950 out o f 
D a m o n Runyon 's Broadway gamblers , 
show g i r l s and street miss ionar ies ; (2) i t 's 
j u s t as sure to cast b lack per formers w h o 
can s i ng and dance w i t h real swagger and 
enthus iasm, and (3) t w o sure bets don ' t 
necessar i ly produce a w i n n e r . 

I f the c e l l o f that amorphous organism, 
the Broadway mus ica l , is the mus ica l 
n u m b e r , then no show has ever s t rut ted , 
w i g g l e d and s ighed w i t h so r i c h a var ie ty 
o f l i v i n g i n t e r l o c k i n g cel ls . Loesser re­
mains unsurpassed at creat ing produc-
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t i o n and specia l ty numbers for w h i c h the 
words and mus ic seem to have been 
w r i t t e n s imul taneous ly . " G u y s and 
D o l l s " l i t e r a l l y explodes w i t h t h e m — . . 
from the nervy low-operat ic opener\ 
" F u g u e for T i n h o r n s " to the g i r l y -show * 
past iche " T a k e Back Your M i n k " to the \ 
t ender g i f t song " M o r e I Cannot W i s h 
Y o u . " S w e r l i n g and Burrows ' s book 
c o u l d a lmost w o r k as a nonmus i ca l p lay 
and the g i d d y au thor i t y o f its social and 
psycho log ica l j a b b i n g is as fresh as ever. 

I n th is r ev i va l , w h i c h was "super ­
v i s e d " b y Abe Bur rows h i m s e l f a n d 
staged by B i l l y W i l s o n , i t 's a l l s t i l l g l o r i ­
ous ly t h e r e — b e h i n d a l o t o f inter ference. 
N e w York's commi t t ee to c lean u p T imes 
Square shou ld start w i t h the body mikes 

that mus ica l per formers , w i t h 
per fec t iy s w e l l voices, have 
taken to w e a r i n g i n recent 
years; he re , they d i s embody 
the voices and amp l i f y repar­
tee in t o harangues. I n keep­
i n g w i t h the s p i r i t — a n d b u d ­
gets—of most o f the recent 
rash o f Broadway rev ivals , 
T o m H . John's sets l ook ag­
gressive ly cheap, w h i c h is 
no t the same t h i n g as evoca­
t i v e l y seedy. 

Idiom: B u t the most t r ou ­
b l i n g inter ference is the 
blackface. I t ' s no t that the,, 
show's o r i g ina l J ew i sh flavog/ 
p r o v ed inerad icab le , for its 
essent ia l ly showb i z i d i o m 
flows j u s t as na tura l l y from 
blacks as i t d i d from wh i t es . 
B u t o f the four p r i n c i p a l char­
acters, o n l y lovab le , s l i ppery 
Na than D e t r o i t seems com­
p l e t e l y h i m s e l f i n the person 
o f Robert G u i l l a u m e . T h e 
supergambler , Sky Master-
son, loses his sexual ly p ro ­
vocat ive cool to the ingrat iat ­
i n g w a r m t h o f James Ran­
d o l p h ; Nathan's fiancee, 
Miss Ade la ide , is d ra ined o f 
her sof t -boi led center i n the 
hard-she l l per formance o f 
N o r m a Dona ldson . 

T h i s " G u y s and D o l l s " has 
acqu i r ed a b lack cast bu t , for 

the most part, the cast is j u s t a cast—a 
darker shade o f make-up uneas i l y ap­
p l i e d over w h i t e characters. Signi f icant­
l y , the p r o d u c t i o n br ings d o w n the house 
t w i c e — w h e n Ernes t ine Jackson as Sister 
Sarah B r o w n discovers there 's more to 
l i f e than sav ing souls on street corners 
and w h e n K e n Page as N i c e l y -N i c e l y 
Johnson discovers his powe r to ratt le the 
souls o f his t i n h o r n pals. T h e house 
comes d o w n because the blackface 
comes off—as Jackson a n d Page conver t 
" I f I Were a B e l l " and " S i t D o w n , You 're 
R o c k i n ' the B o a t " i n t o n e w Loesser 
classics b y s ing ing t h e m i n a sou l - s t i r r ing 
manner that is g enu ine l y a l l -b lack. 

—CHARLES MICHENER 
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