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l inquishing the r ema ins of S i r Roger Casement 
to-the I r i s h Republ ic wh ich he heaped to found. 
Allegedly buried U^gpickl lme httjgydlalely after 

August 3, 1916, the body probably h a s been r e ­

duced to fragments, but such portions of it as 
c a n be recovered wi l l be ca r r i ed back to Dubl in . 

Casement undoubtedly was w h a t T h e S t a r 
cal led h im on. the day of h i s execution: " A 
f anat i c par t i san , misguided by h i s zea l Into 
believing that he could br ing about the l i be ra ­
t ion of I r e l and from B r i t i s h sovereignty by a 
rebel l ion started in the midst of war ' s d i s ­
t ract ions . . . a sorry figure, his r omant i c 
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did have va l id c l a ims to be regarded as a n 
I r i s h nat iona l i s t leader, a n d the I r i s h Repub l ic 
oí 1953 certainly grew out of the I r i s h n a t i o n a l ­
ist movement of 87 years ago. Without r o ­
mant ics like Casement , Pearse a n d Skefflngton, 
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Y e t G rea t B r i t a in felt impel led to deal w i th 
Casement and the rest as traitors . Under some ­
what different c i rcumstances George W a s h i n g ­
ton, T h o m a s Jefferson, B e n j a m i n F r a n k l i n a n d 
other Amer i can revolutionary patr iots might 
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other Amer i can revolutionary patr iots might 
have met the same fate i n 1776. T h e y too 
rebelled against the B r i t i sh crown. A n d the i r 
revolt l ikewise was successful I n the long r u n . 
T h e paral le ls between the Uni ted States a n d 
the I r i s h Republ ic are ne i ther few nor i n c o n ­
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sequentia l . Casement was In Amer i c a studying 
our history a n d inst i tut ions when World War I 
commenced. He knew he was gambl ing h i s 
life when he went to G e r m a n y i n quest of aid. 
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Remember ing h im, some readers co r r e l a -
tively wi l l recollect the pit i fu l story of Major 
J o h n Andre. He was not a traitor , of course; 
but he was a spy and he died on a rope jus t as 
Casement did and was buried i n a s imi lar ly d i s ­
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honored grave. When the passions of a rmed 
conflict cooled, however, h i s ashes were t aken 
up, conveyed home to E n g l a n d and placed in 
a monumenta l tomb in Westminster Abbey. 
Subsequently, G r e a t B r i t a i n granted comparable 
cha r i ty to" the body of Napoleon, al lowing It 

up, conveyed home to E n g l a n d and placed in 
a monumenta l tomb in Westminster Abbey. 
Subsequently, G r e a t B r i t a i n granted comparable 
cha r i ty to" the body of Napoleon, al lowing It 
to be retrieved f rom St . He l ena a n d enshr ined 
at* the Inva l ides ir Par i s . \f / 
to be retrieved f rom St . He l ena a n d enshr ined 
at* the Inva l ides ir Par i s .  e
ko

ny
vt

ar
.s

k-
sz

eg
ed

.h
u 

 e
ko

ny
vt

ar
.s

k-
sz

eg
ed

.h
u 


