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Koestler Looks 
at Man's Plight 

fa, '#f ^ 7 
great book wh i ch "undermined the 
whole medieval cosmology." 

Then we see how Kepler began his 
researches, always preoccupied w i t h 
mysterious and occult s p e c u l a tions 
about the in t r ins ic harmonies of the 
universe. He persisted i n these specula­
tions even whi l e embarked on the monu­
menta l computat ion of the orb i t of 
Mars based on Tycho Brahe's careful 
observations. Hence his great discover­
ies, "Kepler 's laws," which gave Newton 
his rea l clue, were hidden i n his general 
"system," wh ich abounded w i t h occult 
speculations. 

B u t "a f ter Kepler , f ragmentat ion of 
experience sets i n again, science is 
divorced f r om re l ig ion, r e l i g i on f r om 
art, substance f r o m f o rm, mat ter f r om 
m i n d . " 

T H E N COMES Gali leo. I t seems that 
everyone has his pr ivate image of 
Gali leo; Mr . Koestler 's is that of a 
bel l igerent popular izer who d i d his best 
scientif ic work only after he was 
forced to stop propagandizing. Mr . 
Koest ler rejects de Santi l lana's thesis 
that Gal i leo was " f r a m e d " by personal 
enemies, and holds that he prec ip i tated 
a showdown when there was no scien­
t i f i c necessity to do so. 

Gal i leo is the v i l l a i n of the book i n 
two senses. His personal ity is blamed 
for the course of events, and his con-
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THE SLEEPWALKERS : A History of 
^ Man's Changing V is ion of the Un i -

*srse. By A r t h u r Koestler. Mac-
t n i l l a n . $6.50. 

TWO BAS IC I D E A S give shape to 
this exc i t ing and controvers ia l , book: 
Mr . Koest ler believes that a funda­
menta l cause of modern man's p l i gh t is 
the sp l i t between science and re l ig ion , 
and he also believes that the progress of 
genius (and of mankind ) resembles tha t 
of the sleepwalker, surefooted bu t not 
conscious. 

He traces the development of cos­
mology and the re la t i on between science 
and re l i g ion f r om ant iqu i t y to Newton, 
but organizes the mater ia l according to 
his special po int o f v iew tha t the 
Pythagorean synthesis of myst ic ism and 
science is the best possible re la t ion be­
tween re l i g i on and science. 

T H E CRISIS i n th is r e la t i on was 
brought on by the w o r k of Copernicus, 
Kep ler and Gali leo, and most of the 
book is devoted to them. We are t o ld 
how the Canon Copernicus was at­
tracted ear ly to astronomy; later pro­
duced his qual i tat ive theory of the 
solar system; refused to pub l i sh i t 
for many years wh i l e rumors and sec­
ond-hand reports c i rculated widely , and 
f ina l ly , near his end, publ ished the ek
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t r ibut ions to man's view of the universe 
are seen as unfor tunate because they 
led science away f r om the qual i tat ive 
toward the quant i tat ive . This reviewer 
believes that M r . Koest ler exaggerates 
the former po int and is wrong about 
the latter . 

T H E BOOK has other faults. Mr . 
Koestler believes that we have now a 
Newtonian vision of the universe; hence 
his story ends there. This mistake 
arises because the author does not 
rea l ly understand 20th century physics, 
as is amply shown by his discussion of 
i t i n the Epi logue. A few detai led tech­
nica l errors mar the text i n m ino r ways. 
These faults give the impression that 
the author is perhaps rea l ly out of his 
depth when he discusses science, and 
this great ly lessens the impact of the 
book. 

The sleepwalker theme is also over-
stressed. Surely i t is not such a sur­
prise that the creative ef fort , even i n 
the exact sciences, is an errat ic and 
mysterious process and a game played 
catch-as-catch-can? 

Now for the good points. The book 
is extremely we l l w r i t t e n and always 
interest ing . . The biographies of the 
three pr incipals are fascinating and in ­
struct ive. F ina l l y , the book is f u l l of 
b r i l l i a n t observations and s tar t l ing sug­
gestions, wh ich make i t h i gh ly st imu­
l a t ing and provocative. 
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