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u304 Pinoak D r i v e , Apt. 4 
East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
February 10, 1 9 7 5 

Rev. Edmund Vasvary 
1301 Delaware Avenue, SW 
Washington, D. C . 20024 

Dear Rev. Vasvary: 

During a r e c e n t v i s i t t o D e t r o i t , my s i s t e r Martha Vargha 
(nee Kemeny), t r a n s l a t e d a n a r t i c i e w r i t t e n by you about cwo 
years ago, concerning our f a t h e r , George Kemeny. I wish t o 
express my a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r your a r t i c l e d i s c u s s i n g my f a t h e r ' s 
t a l e n t s and c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o l i t e r a t u r e and the l i f e of the 
American-Hungarians. 

Since h i s death most of h i s w r i t i n g s have been put i n t o 
storage a t the Wayne U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y . Dr. Watson K i r k c o n n e i l 
of Canada, who did some t r a n s l a t i n g f o r him, t h i n k s i t w i l l be 
about s e v e n t y - f i v e years b e f o r e these works w i l l be worked over 
and g i v e n t h e i r proper place i n the American-Hungarian .scene. 
I am t r y i n g t o i n t e r e s t someone before t h i s t i m e , oiffc/o^e oaany 
of my s i s t e r s and b r o t h e r s ( e i g h t are s t i l l a l i v e , but t h r e e are 
w e l l i n t o t h e i r s e v e n t i e s ) can co-operate i n d e c i d i n g what should 
be done, before the accumulation of m a t e r i a l d e t e r i o r a t e s or i s 
s c a t t e r e d . 

In the v a u l t of the r a r e book room at Vayne U n i v e r s i t y 
L i b r a r y are about t h r e e shelves of published-and unpublished 
works. I have had about 65 not^boaks_^ of h a n d w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l 
m i c r o f i l m e d f o r safekeeping. At some f u t u r e date I am hoping 
someone w i l l conduct r e s e a r c h on t h i s unpublished m a t e r i a l . So 
far,my 'attempts have not been too f r u i t f u l . Dr. August Molnar of 
the American-Hungarian Studies Foundation contacted me s e v e r a l 
months ago, hoping t o o b t a i n some c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o be used f o r 
d i s p l a y f o r the upcoming b i c e n t e n n i a l i n 1976. This i s the f i r s t 
i n d i c a t i o n of a re-avvakening i n t e r e s t i n my f a t h e r ' s #ork. At l e a s t 
t h i s i s i s a s t a r t i n g p o i n t . 

My o l d e s t s i s t e r remembers he a r i n g you d e l i v e r your f i r s t 
sermon. She i s the o n l y one of us t e n c h i l d r e n who has the 
a b i l i t y t o speak and read Hungarian, but does not have the s t r e r & t h ek
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t o do much r e a d i n g . 
I f you have any ideas about how t o proceed t o awaken any 

i n t e r e s t , I would be most happy t o hear from you. 1 r e a l i z e you 
have been busy t r a n s f e r r i n g your own l i b r a r y to m i c r o f i l m , 
b e f o r e the o r i g i n a l s are sent back t o one o f the Hungarian 
u n i v e r s i t i e s . 

I a l s o h&ve about b h i r t y - f i v e copies of my f a t h e r ' s 
p r i n t e d book E l e t Konyve which are a v a i l a b l e f o r p u b l i c and 
academic l i b r a r i e s . I f you cansuggest the names of i n t e r e s t e d 
p a r t i e s , I w i l l send them a copy. 3o f a r , I have co n t a c t e d 
about s i x t y - f i v e l i b r a r i e s and u n i v e r s i t y s t a f f . 

ThanK you again f o r your s i n c e r e a p p r e c i a t i o n of what 
my f a t h e r c o n t r i b u t e d d u r i n g h i s l i f e . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

Olga Kemény Roth 
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