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Adventures of a Jazz Pianist

The fingers flick at the keys 14 years before George Feyer
like frightened spiders. They began to like the instrument.
skitter from the bottom of the| After that, he spent four| 1P

years studying composition and
keyboard to the top, and back sonducting  orchestra,  He

a The sound that comes|worked under Zoltan K
Vienna waltz. It evokes and Ernst von Dohnanyi.
P ' were great men and
kifiot tn taught only great students,”
23, Feyer was a concert pis
in a city of fine pianis
He got a job in
and had|

+ .. informal
divertissement
in an intimate
setting with
colorful murals by
Vertes. Cocktails,
after-theatre
gourmel supper.
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ACTross town to a small hotel.|
e cab driver listened to them .
Ipe king Hungarian. When| S—sr
théy” got out, he shook Mr.
er’l_hand.‘_“Welcome," he
sdid. “Welcome to your new
¢ country.” Mr. Feyer tried to
say thanks. His throat was too
tight. ' ; }

Today he plays at the Hotel
Carlyle. He is the greatest High
Hat Jazz pianist in the coun-

fe
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| wonderéd-if he could become a
. bﬂdg%ﬁetween the classicists
and syncopated hot cha
oups. One night, at the Elysee
%ﬁ. he sat at a piano with
r Adler and played jazz in
four-hand style. The applause
was so deafening that the man-
ager asked Mr. Fever to come
back.

The young man inched away
from the deep and sonorous
elassics, and the fingers flicked
the keys in a new world of
jazz. It wasn't hardboiled jazz.
It is somewhere between The
Student Prince and My Fair
Lady. In this direction Ildy
fame, And fame led to L'Im-
peratrice in Paris. There, Mr.
Adler and Mr. Feyer played for
the amusement of the Duke of

2o ‘Arthur  Rul toi
Grace Moore, Franz Lehar and
Norma Shearer,

Aided by Americans

To please the Duke of Wind-
sor, Mr, Feyer learned to play

W - an accordion. And, when war
erea came, he serve:“hin 'I?lhe HAug-
‘the rian Army bor Ad-
feet to the bench at practice f;-. lﬁ, Feyer entertained the
time ~ troops. Mr. Adler fought with

; e attended an aca- g rifle. The team was broken
demic school. Afterward, he| when Mr. Adler, in an Army
attended the conservatory of hospital, was burned to death
music. Then he hurried home |with 200 others when a bomb
and practiced piano for an hour |hit. A

and a half. This went on for! After the war, the Americans




