
ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u

^ 7 x /ki^^M^U^^^ 

256 M E M O I R S O F A D I P L O M A T 

large groups of men we might at least disorganise and im­
pede the production i n Bethlehem. Captain von Papen re­
peatedly besought me to do what I could towards hindering 
the delivery of munitions. 

I t so happened that at a banquet held on August 18 for 
the purpose of celebrating the Emperor's birthday, Consul 
General Nuber introduced to me the editor of the Hun­
garian newspaper Szabadság ("Freedom"). This rather no; 
torious journalist had been deeply involved i n the br j j jgr j^ r 
tr ia l of Count Khuen-Hedervary at Agram. He had there­
fore thought i t better to put the Atlantic between him­
self and Croatia. O n the day following the banquet he laid 
before Nuber plans for calling out the Magyar w o r k m e n -
plans which he also brought to me himself. I n a memoran­
dum drawn up i n Hungarian he elaborated his plans with 
the obvious hope of thereby enhancing the value of his serv­
ices. As bad luck would have i t , I was invited to dinner by 
Count Bernstorff that same evening w i t h the American 
journalist, James Archibald; and this d i d not escape the no­
tice of the English Secret Service. 

A very clever journalist and lecturer, Archibald was i n 
our pay and had access to our various theatres of war; he 
had just toured successfully as a propagandist lecturer with 
photographs and he was about to embark the next day on 
the Rotterdam for Berl in and Vienna. Count Bernstorff and 
I had given h i m letters of introduction to Austrian and Ger­
man staff officers. I n the course of dinner he repeatedly 
pressed his host and myself to use h i m as a messenger to 
carry any dispatches we might have for Berlin and Vienna. 
I replied that I would confide to his care a number of let­
ters which were signed and ready. A t about ten o'clock on 
the following morning Consul General Nuber surprised me 
by handing me the German, f r m l ^ ; " " i f fnT \"W f f ' 1 " ' ek
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COUNT J. H. VON BERNSTORFF 
The German Ambassador. 

The Kaiser chops and chops all day, 
The doctor said he should ; 

But his Ambassador, they say, 
Just keeps on sawing wood 
And making good. 

çgriaiiinemorandmn to which I have already referred above; 
and to the production of which he must with regrettable zeal 
have sacrificed part of his night's rest. A t first I thought i t 
was too late, and that I should hardly have time to rea^f ek
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through the lengthy document and to write a personal cov­
ering letter, i f i t was to catch M r . Archibald on board the 
Rotterdam, which was due to sail at noon. Unfortunately I 
allowed myself to be over-persuaded, instead of going through 
the proposal leisurely, and then sending i t through the post 
i n cipher to a covering address i n Holland. 

The memorandum pointed out that the Magyar workmen, 
who could hardly speak English and only read Hungarian 
newspapers, could only be induced by serious propaganda, 
first of a l l i n the^zabajfcdg a n ^ j j e j ^ n ^ t ^ y j ^ g a j ^ a j i 
newsgajjgjgj to make the grave decision to leave their well-
paid work at the Bethlehem Steel Works simultaneously 
on patriotic grounds. Since the Szabadság ran the risk of 
losing many subscribers by this Press campaign—were i t suc­
cessful—it nTustbeB^orn-ge insated for undertaking the cam­
paign. Next there followed a lengthy disquisition on the 
lamentable financial state^j^^ejjej^s^ager, the subscriptions 
that were i n arrears, and so forth—al l of which was a pre­
liminary to a demand for ten to fifteen thousand dollars. 
T h e imaginative journalist further suggested that the pa­
triotism of the Majj^ar^vorjuneri^^ 
of a novel. (He even swaggered, al luding to the creation 
of^nSiagyar Union.) Finally, he averred that he was i n a 

^ösTtTon to smuggle into Bethlehem men he coulcTTrus^wn'o 
wouTo^sfageTf le^tnE^itwn^^ aiming; yet this 
was patently impossible i n view of the fact that ever since 
the outbreak of the War no further enemy subjects had been 
engaged. Although the verbosity and exaggerations—faults 
from which his verbal statements had been free—were far 
from pleasing to me, I had no time either to score them out 
or to comment on them i n detail i f my letter was to catch the 
Rotterdam. Hence i n furious haste I wrote the following 
private letter to Baron Burian, the Austro-Hungarian Min-
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ister for Foreign Affairs, which was later to appear as 

pus del ict i" i n the columns of the World: 

259 
"cor-

New York 
August 20, 1915. 

Y O U R E X C E L L E N C Y : 
Yesterday evening Consul General Nuber received the 

enclosed memorandum from the editor of the local influ­
ential paper Szabadság, after that gentleman had had an 
interview with me and i n elaboration of his verbal proposal 
to arrange strikes i n the Bethlehem Steel and M u n i t i o n 
Works as well as in the Middle West. To-day at noon Mr. 
Archibald, who is well-known to Your Excellency, leaves for 
Berlin and Vienna on board the Rotterdam. I am anxious 
to avail myself of his offer to carry these letters, and to 
recommend these proposals most warmly to Your Ex­
cellency's favourable consideration. My impression is that 
we can considerably disorganise and delay—if not indeed 
stop altogether—the manufacture of war materials i n 
Bethlehem and the Middle West: an achievement which, i n 
the opinion of the German military attache, would be of 
great value and more than compensate for the relatively 
small expenditure. Even i f the strikes are not successful, 
there is every reason to believe that we can use them to 
enforce more favourable working conditions for our poor 
oppressed countrymen. A t present they are working like 
slaves i n Bethlehem—twelve hours a day for seven days a 
week. Weaklings go to the wall—they die of consumption. 

I n so far as there are German elements among the skilled 
workers, their withdrawal w i l l be arranged for at once. 
Moreover, a private German employment bureau has been 
organised to find new posts for such voluntarily unem­
ployed men; and this is functioning very well. We shall co­
operate i n this and have been promised every assistance. 

I shall be much obliged if Your Excellency w i l l kindly 
acknowledge this letter by wireless and inform me whether 
you approve. 

I n the greatest haste, 
I am, 

Your Excellency's most humble servant, 
C. D U M B A . 
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The rest of our mail—as far as I remember—had been sent 
to Mr. Archibald at his hotel. I sent my private letter on 
board the Rotterdam by von Hedry, who was one of the 
secretaries to the Embassy, and told him to impress once 
more upon Mr. Archibald the importance of exercising espe­
cial care in the case of this document. I sent word to Archi­
bald that if need arose he might surrender all the rest of 
the mail; but the private letter to Baron Burian must at all 
costs be destroyed. I had the more reason for expecting this 
imperative request to be carried out exactly, since I knew 
Mr. Archibald to be a clever amateur conjurer, who readily 
produced eggs and coins from the noses and ears of his 
friends and as easily caused them to disappear again. Un­
fortunately, however, I was mistaken in my expectation. Mr. 
Archibald turned out to be as careless as he was cocksure. He 
handed over the mail to the purser for safe keeping in the 
strong room, thought that he had thereby managed to di­
vert the suspicion of the British authorities in Falmouth, 
where the Rotterdam was forced to berth, and calmly kept 
the letter in question in his coat pocket instead of hiding it in 
some little-read book in the ship's library. In Falmouth he 
was at once seized upon and searched and the incriminating 
letter was found. T h e mail in the strong room was also con­
fiscated and subsequently all the documents of any interest 
were published in a Parliamentary White Paper. 

The sensation caused in London by diis capture was as 
nothing compared with the excitement to which it gave rise 
in America. Wilson's organ, the World, led the chorus in 
which all the great New England newspapers joined without 
distinction of party. In my haste I had committed the blun­
der in my letter to Burian of suggesting not only the possi­
bility of strikes in Bethlehem but also all through the Mid­
dle West. This I had done because the Hungarian editor had 
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also made such a proposal. Further, an awkward mistake oc­
curred in that the word for strike (Ausstand) was confused 
with the word for rebellion (Aufstand), so that my letter ap­

peared m several newspapers in this version. Explanations 
do more harm than good in such cases. In common with all 
the Austro-Hungarian consuls I was immediately accused 
of seeking to organise strikes and disorder in the whole in­
dustrial East as well as in Pittsburgh, St. Louis, etc., etc.; and 
of having engineered various smaller upheavals in the muni-
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tion factories, which in reality were the work of Germans. 
There ensued a perfect storm of real or assumed indigna­
tion. The newspapers, which, after all, live on sensational 
news in the United States, published whole columns of truth 
and fiction about me, telling all I had done or left undone, 
at times accompanied by vulgar abuse, at times with undis­
guised regret that I and not Count Bernstorff should have 
been compromised by the affair. On this account they vented 
their fury all the more on Captain von Papen, who, less care­
ful than Bernstorff, had like myself entrusted some letters 
to Mr. Archibald. The public discovered anew from the con­
fiscated letters how successfully the German military at­
tache had worked to prevent delivery of munitions. But 
what the American Press took particular exception to was 
his saying in a private letter to his wife, "I always say to 
these idiotic Yankees, etc." 

It is noteworthy that this was the only private letter which 
was published in the White Paper as being particularly 
offensive. Several private letters of mine did not share this 
fate, but were only mentioned under the name of the ad­
dressee. In one of my reports published in the White Paper 
I did, as a matter of fact, say that it would be a waste of time 
to try and induce the "somewhat self-willed" President to 
place an embargo on the export of arms and munitions. 
This description was, however, so just that the American 
Press made very little comment. Numbers of caricatures of 
me appeared, some very clever and quite good likenesses, 
which together with such cuttings from newspapers as we 
managed to obtain were pasted into two albums by my wife 
and to this day serve to amuse our friends. 

Since the abuse in the Press got to be more than I could 
tolerate, I decided to go to Washington to explain my stand­
point to Lansing, who was then Secretary of State, and to 

ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u



ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u

A M B A S S A D O R I N W A S H I N G T O N 263 

place the correct facts before him. I was able to submit to 
him the telegraphic instruction of my Government, ordering 
me to call out those of our subjects, 1. e. exclusively Austri-
ans and Hungarians, who were working in munition fac­
tories delivering supplies to the Allies, on pain of their be­
ing liable to punishment for having assisted the enemy. I 
referred to the fact that my English, French and Italian col­
leagues had taken all their countrymen out of all occupa­
tions, in order to send them home to take an active part in 
the fighting. All we wanted was to prevent those of our own 
people who had not been naturalised from producing muni­
tions for our enemies. If intervention for a definite active 
aim be legitimate, then our intervention for a purely nega­
tive object must be equally legitimate. Mr. Lansing pointed 
out that the Bethlehem Steel Works were also producing 
munitions for the United States army. I knew nothing of 
that, but later I heard that it was only to a very small extent. 
I emphasised that I could state on oath that I had undertaken 
absolutely nothing and that I had not spent a single cent to 
promote strikes. I had recently asked by wireless for per­
mission to hand over t^nthousajio^^ 
Press, which would lose many subscribers on account of the 
abandonment of their work by the Hungarian workmen. 
Mr. Lansing vouchsafed no reply; a fact which did not oc­
casion me any surprise, since on previous occasions he had 
also said very little. When, however, I made an end to this 
very short interview, he did not offer me his hand and re­
mained standing stiffly by his writing table until I left the 
room. I concluded from this that Wilson had already de­
termined to demand my recall. 

/e^A/zC a ¡10.. 
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