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uMEETING OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE 
HUNGARIAN AMERICAN FEDERATION 

Pittsburgh,Pa* 
Ju ly 31,1942 

i n the o f f i ce of the Verhovay F r a t e r n a l 
L i f e Insurance Assoc ia t ion 

345 Fourth Ave. 

Meeting was c a l l e d to hear the reasons 
Ybr the r e s i gna t i on of Tibor Eckharát as 
President of the "Independent Hungary" mov
ement and to d i scuss i t . Report of Secretary 
and Treasurer,motions and d i scuss ions were 
a l so on the program. 

Those present were: 

1. ) Dr. Béla Szappanyos,physician, 
Det ro i t ,M ich . , National President of the 
IfÉerican Hungarian Federat ion. 

2 . ) Rev. F ranc i s U j l ak i ,To iedo , 0. 
pastor of the Hungarian Reformed Church 
there ,Pres ident of the Hungarian Reformed 
Federation of America (headquarters:1726 
Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washirgton,D.C. ) , 
Chairman of D i rec to r s of the American Hung
a r i an Federat ion, headquarters:Washington, 

3. ) Joseph Darago, President of Verhovay 
F ra t e rna l L i f e Insurance A s s f n , 345 Fourth 
Ave,Pittsburgh,Pa. 

4 . ) Monsignor Elmer Eordogh, Toledo, 
0 . , pastor of S t . Stephen 1s Kom.Cath.Church, 
representing the Hungarian Catho l ic churches 

5. ) John Dezso,Bridgeport,Conn., Pres . 
of American S i ck Benefit and L i f e -^ns. A s s f n 

6. ) Béla Márk, lawyer,N.Y.representing 
Hungarian Jewish congregations ek
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7. )Emery Király, Washington,D #C•, 
Treasurer of Hungarian Reformed Federation 
of America. Treasurer of American Hungarian 
Federat ion, headq. of both i n Washington,DC• 

8. )Tibor Kerekes, A s s t . Prof, of History 
Georgetown Un ive r s i t y , Washington,D.C., s e c 
retary of American Hungarian Federat ion , 
Secretary of Independent Hungary movement, 
American branch* 

9 . ) Paul Nadányi, Ed i to r , N.Y. "Aiperikai 
Magyar Nópszava" d a i l y , representing the 
Hungarian language p ress . 

10. ) Zoltan Gombos, Ed i to r of "Szabad-
sag" C leve land ,0 . d a i l y , representing the 
Hungarian language p res s . 

11. ) Ignatz Lengyel , factory worker, 
Bapt i s t l ay preacher, Homest*ad,Pa. 

12. )Martin Himler, ed i tor of "Magyar 
Banyaszlap" weekly, Det ro i t , Mich. , r epres 
enting Hungarian language weekl ies . 

13. ) Stephen Gobozy, lawyer, former 
member of C i t y Counc i l , Cleveland,Ohio. 

14. ) Coloman Revesz, Auditor of Verho-
vay F r a t e r n a l L i f e Insurance A s s ' n , P i t t s 
burgh, P a . , c o n t r o l l e r of American Hungarian 
Federat ion. 

15. ) Tibor Eckhardt, former Delegate 
of Hungary to the League of Nations, former 
member of the Hungarian Par l iament,res igned 
President of the Independent Hungary world 
movement, as guest . (Present u n t i l noon 
r e c e s s . ) 

Chairman: *ev. F ranc i s U j l a k i . 
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Chairman U j l a k i greeted Mr, Eckhardt 
i n the name of assembled, expressing the 
"pa in fu l su rp r i s e " which h i s res ignat ion 
created*He stated that he i s abso lute ly 
s incere when he expresses the hope that E c k 
hardt w i l l again assume leadership of the 
movement i n the i n t e r e s t s of Independent 
Hungary. 

Eckhardt answered with a long speech. 
He emphasized that the movement i s not of 
personal i n t e r e s t s - persons are unimportant 
and i f some members of h i s committee resigned 
they did i t because of d i f ferences otf p r i n c 
i p l e s and not for personal reasons* 

When he a r r i v ed i n the US he came f i r s t 
to t h i s group.He does t h i s again t h i s time. 

He came to US i n 1940 and i n 1941.In 
1940 he came tfl see whether American view
points are inTrraimony wi th the i n t e r e s t s of 
Hungary.He saw Secretary Hu l l and President 
Roosevelt.^h© l a t t e r sa id to him:"Whenever 
you come, you w i l l be a welcome gues t " . 

When he l e f t Hungary the second time 
i n March 1941, the i n t e rna t i ona l s i t u a t i o n 
was di f ferent .He t r i e d to do everything to 
counterbalance the growing naz i menace i n 
Hungary,but the time came, when he could do 
no more. Papers refused to p r i n t h i s a r t i c l e s 
and the American Minister advised him to 
leave the country. (John F . M 0ntgomery.) 

His pu^ose was to create an organizat ion 
of Hungarians that would stand on the side 
of the democracies when Hungary eventual ly 
w i l l sever a l l connections with US and w i l l 
be t i ed to the Axis .The fundamental p r i n c i p l e i 
of t h i s organizat ion would be (1) that l e a n 
ing on the US,Hungarians of ent i re world be 
joined to the a l l i e d nat ions . (2 )Leading the 
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people of Hungary over to the a l l i e s , w i t h 
out revo lu t ion . Regent Horthy was w i l l i n g 
to give the power over to those who could 
perform t h i s w i th guarantee of success . (3) 
The Hungarians of US to be included i n th i s 
world movement. 

He t r i e d to convince US gov f t that 
there are a n t i - n a z i elements i n Hungary's 
population who are w i l l i n g to endorse a 
movement l i k e this© 

Before launching the movement, he asked 
Undersecretary Sumner Welles whether US i s 
or i s n j t committed to any after-wai^>romises 
with the a l l i e d nations - - (and t h i s i s 
abso lute ly con f ident i a l and not for p u b l i c 
a t i o n , - emphasized Eckhardt, looking s i g n i f 
i c a n t l y i n d i r e c t i o n of the newspapermen 
members of the meeting) — and Wel les 1 answer 
was:No. When he spoke to Welles again the 
l a s t t ime, not long ago, he asked, whether 
there i s any change i n t h i s respect.The 
answer was aga in : No0 

He n a t u r a l l y had to respect f i r s t of 
a l l the wishes of US Gov 1 t .Th i s g ov ' t ' s 
approval seemed to be c e r t a i n and l a t e r 
the government's benevolent a t t i tude became 
even more pronounced, however, gradual ly a 
marked change had made i t s e l f f e l t on the 
s i t u a t i o n , on account of the B r i t i s h gov
ernment's sh i f t i ng i n t e r e s t s . 

Th© B r i t i s h Government knowing that the 
danger for B r i t a i n i s c l o se r and more r e a l , 
than for US, i s much c l o se r to the Sov ie t . 
The Czechs, having been subservient to the 
S o v i e t ' s i n t e r e s t s during the ent i re l i f e 
of the i r spub l i c , and having even now a secret 
t rea ty w i th the Russians, na tu r a l l y are 
in f luencing the B r i t i s h Gov't i n the S o v i e t ' s 
b eha l f , - and for th i s reason the a t t i tude 
of the B r i t i s h Gov ' t toward the Independent ek
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Hungary movement became considerably modi
f i ed , un l i ke the American Government's a t t i t 
ude which remained unchanged. 

The r e s u l t i s that the a t t i tude of US 
and B r i t i s h Gov f t i s not i d e n t i c a l toward 
the movement,which, s t a r t ing out i n B r i t a i n 
and US could progress s a t i s f a c t o r i l y only i n 
case i t s branches i n US and England could 
perform e n t i r e l y s i m i l a r work. Under the 
changed circumstances t h i s i s impossible a t 
the present time. So the best step seems to 
be to suspend the a c t i v i t i e s of the movement. 

I t i s easy to understand the r e s i gna t 
ion of Execut ive Member Z s i l i n s z k y . He l i v e s 
i n London where na tu ra l l y he has to govern 
himsel f according to the d i c t a t e s of the 
B r i t i s h Foreign o f f i c e . The res ignat ion of 
Execut ive Comm. Member Balasy i s d i f f e r en t . 
He l i v e s here but s t i l l fol lows the B r i t i s h 
viewpoint. 

The movement as a p o l i t i c a l ac t ion 
w i l l be suspended temporari ly,but the date 
of i t s new s t a r t w i l l poss ib ly be December, 
t h i s yea r . U n t i l then the newly created 
" C u l t u r a l Committee" w i l l work i n cooperation 
with severa l eminent wr i t e r s and a r t i s t s of 
Hungarian o r i g i n . 

He res igned the presidency of the movem
ent and w i l l not accept leadership even i f i t 
w i l l become ac t i v e again. 

Paul NADANYI spoke f i r s t a f te r Eckhardt 
f i n i s h e d . He emphasized that he and h i s 
paper e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y supported the 
MOVEMENT, even before Eckhard t 1 * a r r i v a l . 
They are and always were f u l l y and unreserv 
edly l o y a l to the cause,recognizing that 
persons are r e a l l y unimportant. Eckhardt 
sa id that even the noblest purposes can be 
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ruined by employing wrong methods. Would 
i t not be a wrong method (1) to put the 
movement on i c e now, thus t ry ing to conserve 
i t for poss ib le future use, instead of 
reorganizing i t r i ght at t h i s moment? And 
(2) wasn f t that a wrong method that the 

forward and complete ifronunciamento i n 
behalf of the democratic p r i n c i p l e s ? Would 
not t h i s occasion be the beat time to co r 
rect t h i s with a new, complete and a l l - i n 
c l u s i v e platform or program? 

ECKHARDT1S aniwer: 

(1) In h i s opinion the only poss ib le 
so lut ion of the s i t ua t i on i s the temporary 
suspension of p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s , and 
(2 ) " We presented a program at the s t a r t . 
How could anyone expect a new program flrom 
us , a t the time when we are going into temp
orary i n a c t i v i t y ? * 

The re l ease sent out i n the **ungarian 
Language by the Office of War Information 
(Elmer Davis»,Director) was presented to 
the meeting. 

The c i r c u l a r , sent to every Hungarian 
paper i n the US, quotes a recent l e t t e r of 
U n dersecretary of State Sumner Wel les ,saying 
that the Independent Hungary movement never 
enjoyed the publ ic or pr ivate b l ess ing of 
the State Depertment. 

The r e l ea se , issued Ju ly 27,1942,says 
i n Eng l i sh : 

"A s pec i a l re lease , intended to c l a r i f y 
a s i t u a t i o n long confusing to Americans of 
Hungarian ex t rac t ion , i s enclosed. 

We hope you w i l l publ ish i t . ^ l e a s e 
send me a marked copy of the i s sue of your 
paper i n which the re lease appears. 

Very t r u l y 

movement never made 

Elmer Davis , 
D i rec to r ek
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The Hungarian text s a y s : ( t r a n s l a t i o n 

from Hungarian ): 

- P Undersecretary Welles of the State Dep ! t 
i n h i s l e t t e r published July 23, i n New York, 

| announced that the "For Independent Hungary" 
movement never enjoyed the " s e m i - o f f i c i a l 
b l e s s ing " or "the s i l e n t approval" of the 

° American government. 

d We l les 1 l e t t e r was answer to those 
protes ts , sent to Washington, according to 

as which Tibor Eckhardt and the American Hungar-
o] i an Federat ion a l l eged ly emphasized^that the 
•g American Government supports the movement* 

^ Wel les 1 l e t t e r to a labor committee 
i n New York,dated Ju ly 14,194.2, says the 

p« following ( t r an s l a t i on from h u n g a r i a n ) : 

• H " I received your l e t t e r , d a t ed Ju ly 3, 
rv about the committee of the Independent 

Hungary movement. The Department's stand 
decidedly i s , that true to the American 
t r a d i t i o n s of f ree speech,ma«iy enjoy the 
h o s p i t a l i t y of t h i s country, but t h i s does 
not mean that they enjoy the " s e m i - o f f i c i a l 
b l e s s ing " f o r the " s i l e n t approval" of the 
Government#We announced t h i s stand of the 
Department which could not have been mis 
in te rp re ted . 

(Signed) 
Sumner Welles 

Undersecretary of State 
Dep«t of State , 

Washington,D #C # 

Martin HIMLER remarks C 0 U indignantly 
that i t was the State Dep f t Which sent over 
to a meeting of the Federation i n Washington 
a c e r t a i n Mr. Will iamson, who to ld us " that 
Eckhardt i s the man we should follow" and 
they w i l l give the support of the State Dep f t . ek
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Now Mr. Will iamson i s gone, Mj% Hoskins i s 
gone a l so and we are l e f t i n the d i t c h . 

Paul NADj£NYI points out that there were 
publ icat ions of the Federation which claimed 
the State D e p ! t f s recognit ion.Eckhardt him
s e l f claimed t h i s a few weeks ago i n Chicago. 
When the State Dep't was asked whether they 
want the continuation of the movement, they 
said:Yes.And now I c a l l e d Mr. Cannon of 
the State Dep f t up yestarday ,asking him 
point blank what i s t h e i r wish about th i s e 
movements and he s a i d : 

(Mr. Nadanyi reads the fol lowing i n 
Eng l i sh ) 

!fTh© State Dep't gave no i n s t r u c t i o n s , 
i t never g ives i n s t ruc t i ons i n such matters . 
I spoke to severa l people s ince Mr. Eckhardt 's 
r e s i gna t i on , I be l ieve I saw Dr. Kerekes too, 
and I gave them the same advice , that i s , 
these are no times to do anything e l s e , f o r 
American c i t i z e n s j u s t as for c i t i z e n s of 
other countr ies i f they are i n the United 
States , - than to concentrate a i l l t h e i r 
e f forts to winning t h i s war . Instead of a c t i v 
i t i e s i n behalf of f ree moevements they 
should concentrate on a c t i v i t i e s i n behalf 
of our war e f f o r t . About a week or so ago 
we were d i scuss ing a re lease to t h i s e f fect 
regarding not only the Hungarians but a l l 
f ree movements,dr.J^erekes was probably to ld 
about t h i s , therefore he must have used 
t h i s word, but t h i s statement was not made 
t i l l now and I do not know when i t w i l l 
come out. I be l ieve the American Hungarian 
Federation should stop a l l a c t i v i t i e s i n 
behalf of the f ree movement and should con
centrate on the war e f f o r t . " 

Mr. NADANYI pointed out that t h i s 
announcement i s i n contrast with dr .Kerekes 1 

c i r c u l a r i n v i t a t i o n to t h i s meeting, i n 
which he says that he w i l l i n te rp re t here ek
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the " i n s t r u c t i o n s " of the State Dep ! t given 
through him. 

Martin HIMLER presents a prepared and 
mimeographed reso lu t ion , say ing : 

(T rans la t ion from Hungarian) 

"The American Hungarian Federat ion, 
foreseeing the c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n confronting 
the world as ea r l y as Jan.7,1941, when our 
country and Hungary s t i l l maintained diplom
a t i c r e l a t i o n s , - s tated the fol lowing i n i t s 
memorandum submitted to Pres . Roosevelt: 

f We..the Executive Committee of the 
American Hungarian -Federation, as rep
re senta t i ves of American c i t i z e n s of 
Hungarian or ig in,through whom a l so , we 
s ince re l y be l i eve , the s i l enced people 
of Hungary convey t h e i r thoughts and 
d e s i r e s , consider i t our sacred duty to 
lead a movement for the preservat ion 
of an Independent Hungary and for the 
freedom of i t s people, w i th in the l i m i t 
at ions of the Const i tut ion and laws of 
the u n i t e d S t a t e s . 1 

The American Hungarian Federat ion 
supported the Independent Hungary movement 
s ta r ted by c i t i z e n s of Hungary, under the 
leadership of Tibor Eckhardt, Sep.27,1941, 
by v i r tue of t h i s dec l a r a t i on . 

The D i rec to rs of the American Hungarian 
Federation • n ^ i t s meeting today take* cogniz
ance of the fact that the executive committee 
of the Independent Hungary movement suspended 
i t s a c t i v i t i e s and makes the following r e s o l 
u t i on : 

1. ) The American Hungarian Fedefaftion 
f i rmly stands by i t s program, submitted to 
and accepted by P res . Roosevelt on the f th 
of January,1941. 

2. )We support the f ight of our country ek
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and President against our enemies and Nazism, 
without rese rvat ion , , with a l l of our hearts 
and sou l . 

3 . ) The American Hungarian /reserves i t s 
f u l l freedom of ac t ion to work inces san t l y 
i n the se rv i ce of above mentioned aims and 
i n the s p i r i t of the A t l a n t i c Charter , through 
our government promote the existence of an 
independent, democratic and f ree Hungary. 

Mr. NADANYI: He i s not s a t i s f i e d with 
t h i s r e so lu t i on , because i t i s not saying 
enough and does not emphasize with su f f i c i en t 
dec i s iveness that the Federation i s going to 
throw a l l i t s strengfcth to help the United 
States war e f f o r t . He presents an amendment 
to Par.No.2. of t h i s r e so lu t ion , v i z . : 

wiftVe support the f i ght of our country 
and our ALLIES against our enemies, 
among whom we number hot only the 
present N a z i system of Germany and 
her a l l i e s , INCLUDING THE PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT OF HUNGARY, BUT THE ENTIRE 
NAZI IDEOLOGY, which with i t s r a c i a l 
theory, the use of b ru ta l force , the 
trampling on i n t e rna t i ona l law and 
j u s t i c e , of r e l i g i o n and morals i s 
an absolute den i a l of a l l those demo
c r a t i c p r i n c i p l e s of that s p i r i t of 
human equa l i ty which permeateAs us 
and the benef i ts of which we enjoy 
as l o y a l c i t i z e n s of t h i s country . In 
t h i s s p i r i t we reso lve that we w i l l 
do our part wi th a l l of our strength 
i n order to bring about the v i c to ry 
oaf the a l l i e d na t i ons . " 

Meeting appoints a committee to dra f t 
a f i n a l r e so lu t ion using the o r i g i n a l r e s o l 
u t ion and the amendment presented by Mr. 
Nadanyi. Members of the committee are :Messrs . 
E a r a g o ^ e r e k e a ^ i r d l y , Himler and M a rk. ek
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(After noon recess ) 

Meeting resumed a f t e r lunch, without 
the presence of Mr. Eckhardt.Committee p r e s 
ents the fol lowing reso lut ion : 

The o r i g i n a l reso lut ion remains unchanged 
except Par . No.2, which i s proposed to be 
modified thus: 

n 2 . ) We support the f ight of our country 
and HER ALLIES, without rese rvat ion ,w i th a l l 
of our hearts and sou l . Our enemies are not 
only THE PRESENT GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM OF GERM
ANY,AND HER ALLIES, INCLUDING THE GOVERNMENT 
OF HUNGARY, but the enHLre Nazi ideology." 

Long d i s cuss i on followed the presentat ion 
of t h i s amendment which took almost three 
hours and occas iona l ly became very heated. 

Rev. UJLAKI s t a te s that there i s a b so l 
u te ly no need for the amendment and demands 
acceptance of the o r i g i n a l r e s o l u t i o n . I f we 
are t a l k ing about the b ru ta l excesses of the 
n a z i s , we should t a lk about those committed 
by the communists a l s o . 

Mr. Ignatz LENGYEL: The working people 
are not w i l l i n g to l i s t e n to any proposal 
about cooperation with communists. 

Mr. Emery KIRALY: Amendment i s e n t i r e l y 
unnecessary. 

Msgr.Eordogh: In h i s opinion the amend
ment i s absolute ly co r rec t , he approves i t 
e n t i r e l y . I t should be accepted. 

Mr. Bela MARK: Le t * s accept the 
amendment© 

Mr. Joseph DARAGO: Seconds t h i s . ek
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Mr.John DEZSO: Seconds t h i s . 

Rev. UJLAKI: Amendment i s antagonist ic to 
Hungarian people. 

Mr. John DEZSO: But we are Americans above 
a l l . 

Mr.Zoltan GOMBOS: Mo need for the amendment. 
Condemnation of Nazi ideology i s superfluous, 
we have sa id i t a l ready . 

Dr. Bela SZAPPANYOS: The o r i g i n a l reso lut ion 
says much more than the amendment. 

Mr. Coloman REVESZ: Seconds t h i s . 

Rev.UJLAKI: He i s i n complete accord with 
Mr. Gombos. 

Mr. Paul NADANYI: Th i s compromise reso lut ion 
w i l l not s a t i s f y the l i b e r a l element, inclmud 
ing Mr. B a l a s y . 

Dr. TIBOR KEREKES (jumps up) : Who i s that 
B a l a s y anyway? He i s not even an American 
c i t i zen .He has not a s ing le fo l lower. 

Mr. Paul NADANYI: I assure you, gentlemen, 
that he has more fol lowers than a l l of you 
put together. I am not going to s ign t h i s . 

CHAIRMAN puts the reso lut ion to vote .Resu l t : 
a l l for i t , except Mr. Nadanyi. 

Dr. Tibor KEREKES: Mr. Nadanyi as represent 
a t i v e of the press has no r ight to vote. 

Mr. Paul NADANYI: THIS i s t r ue . 

A l l present s ign the reso lut ion which 
i s put before Mr. Nadanyi a l s o . 

Mr. NADANYI: I am not going to s ign t h i s . ek
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Mr* GOMBOS: This i s an impossible s i tua t i on * 
We are attacked from the outside and here, 
among us a l so are people who are w i l l i n g to 
s t a r t d i sunion . 

Mr. Emery KIRALY: We must pour c l e a r wine 
in to the g l a s s e s . Who i s not w i th us , i s our 
enemy. I want to know i f Mr. Nadanyi i s a 
f r i end of ours or our enemy? 

I n the accompanying turmoil Mr. NADANYI 
makes t h i s remark: " I am going to at tack 
t h i s r e s o l u t i o n " . 

The turmoil reaches i t s height a f t e r 
t h i s remark. 

Mr. NADANYI: I am sorry that being highly 
indignant and e x c i t e d , ! made t h i s unfortunate 
and e n t i r e l y involuntary remark. What I meant 
to say i s that others w i l l a t t ack t h i s and 
as usua l , I am going to be the one who has 
to defend you. Wel l , be c e r t a i n about i t that 
J- am going to defend your r e so lu t i on , which 
I w i l l s ign but w i th r e se rva t ion . 

Mr. KIRALY: I confess that I always su s 
pected Mr. Nadanyi, but now when he i s w i l l 
ing to dign our r e so lu t i on , my suspic ion 
w i l l disappear. 

Msgr. Eordogh: I would have f e l t badly 
i f Mr. Nadanyi would have pe r s i s t ed i n h i s 
dec i s ion not to s ign the reso lut ion , because 
t h i s poss ib ly would have me^nt that he i s 
going to attack i t . Now I f e e l c e r t a i n that 
h e * i s w i l l i n g to help the Federation and 
the movement. 

Mr. NADANYI: ( a f te r signing the r e s o l 
u t ion )Yes, I have signed i t , b u t not g lad ly , 
and I am going to defend i t . 
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A f ter d i s cuss ing seve ra l subjects of 
minor importance a reso lut ion ,o f fe red by 
Mr. HIMLER was accepted, that : 

No member or members of the Di rectorate 
of the Federation w i l l be permitted to p a r t 
i c i p a t e i n d i scuss ions with persons or groups 
about merger or fusion of the Independent 
Hungary movement with other movements. 

The d i r e c t o r s of American Hungarian 
Federat ion are e n t i r e l y sold out to Eokhardt. 
The Federation now i s much more c l o s e l y t i ed 
to the "dead" Eckhardt than i t was to the 
"li 'tlLng" one. They succeeded i n putt ing E . 
and h i s movement on i c e , for future use , 
and i n blocking the p o s s i b i l i t y of forming 
an other movement. 

That the t a l k about the "unimportance 
of persons" i s absolute ly i n s i n c e r e was 
demonstrated by the meeting, and a remark 
made a few weeks ago by dr . F r anc i s Deak 
(Columbia Univ . , one of the s e c r e t a r i e s of 
the Indep. Hungary movement) to Paul Nadanyi, 
that : "No Eckhardt means no movement". 

Outside of meeting Eckhardt made thjfeae 

i n t e r e s t i n g remarks: 
"Sumner Welles f ixed a c e r t a i n date whan 

t h i s Independent Hungary movement w i l l be 
f u l l y recognized by the State Department and 
given EXCLUSIVE approval .''(He probably was 
t a lk ing about t h i s when he s a i d i n the 
meeting that the probable date of the movem
e n t ' s new s t a r t i s Deir,1942.) 

Remarks: 
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Eckhardt s a i d a l so that :"He i s w i l l i n g 
to give i t i n wr i t ing that in s ide one year 
the Soviet and Germany w i l l s ign a separate 
peace and jo ined, both turn aga inst democrac
i e s . " 

Eckhardt emphasized i n a very decided 
manner that he i s going back to Hungary by 
any means and what he i s doing here i s not 
American, but e xc l u s i v e l y Hungarian p o l i t i c s . 

I n May,1942, t a lk ing to Antal B a l a s y , he 
asked him about the rumor that Pres . Roose
v e l t and C h u r c h i l l s e c r e t l y are negotiating 
with Mussol ini about a separate peace with a 
view of using I t a l y as base for m i l i t a r y 
operations. 

B a l a s y 1 s answer was:He abso lute ly 
refuses to be l i eve anything of t h i s s o r t . I t 
would be a complete about-face to A t l a n t i c 
Charter and den ia l of the s p i r i t of democ-
ra«towtic f i g h t . Publ ic opinion would sweep 
away anybody attempting anything l i k e t h i s . 

Eckhardt : "Yes , these are pretty words, $ 
of course, but a p r a c t i c a l p o l i t i c i a n must 
be an opportunist . " 

Balasy c a n ' t conceal h i s contempt about 
the cynicism of such " p r a c t i c a l p o l i t i c s " 
and about those who profess and p rac t i ce i t . 
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