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MEETING OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE
HUNGARIAN AMERICAN FEDERATION
Pittsburgh,Pa. &
July 31,1942

in the office of the Verhovay Frate

Life Insurance Assocligtio
345 Fourth Ave. 7/;7

‘ t e reasons
Eckharfit as

6/Hnngary mov-
rt of Secretary

Meeting was ealled t
Tar the resignation of T
President of the "Ip d:gf

ement and to discuss 1
and Treasurer,motions \ scussions were
also on the program/fJ

Those present iefé}

1.) Dr. Bé \\Séippany01,phyaic1an,
Detroit,Mich.; tional President of the
Hherican Hy 1 Federationm.

=
2.) Rev.- cis Ujlaki,Todkedo, O.
pastor of the rian Reformed Church

there,President of the Hungarian Reformed
Federati America (headquarters:1726

Pennsy ve, NW, Wgshington,D.C.),
Chairm ,6§ irectors of the American Hung-
aria§§§;z7/htion, headquarters:Washington,
m% |

) Joseph Darago, President of Verhovay
al Life Insurance Ass'n, 345 Fourth
Pittlbul‘gh, Pa. .

AV

e

4. ) Monsignor Elmer Eordogh, Toledo,
0.y pastor of St., Stephen's HKom.Cath.Chureh,
//ﬂ\\\ epresenting the Hungarian Catholie churches

i
Ri;;z/ 5.) John Dezso,Bridgeport,Conn., Pres.
of American Sick Benefit and Life ins, Ass'n

6.) Béla Mdark, lawyer,N.Y,representing
Hungarian Jewlish congregations



=
7. )Emery Kirdly, Washington,D.C.,

Treasurer of Hungarian Reformed F %2n
of America, Tpeasurer of American
Federation, headq. of both in Wa »DC.

8.)Tibor Kerekes, Asst. Prézz>or History,
Georgetown University, Washi ﬁq\rgyc., sec-
retary of American Hungarian tion ,
Secretary of Independent H ovoment,
American branch.

S~
9.) Paul Nadényi i;éy "Aperikai
Magyar Népszava" daily,/xe enting the
Hungarian language pre a*\/o

10.) zoltan Gombos, ~Editor of "Szabad-
sag" Cleveland,0. da /erpresenting the

Hungarian language Eyﬁ

ils) 1g Lengyel factory worker,
Baptist lay prea 3T, Homestgad,Pa,

iR, )Mart imler, editor of "Magyar
Banyaszlap" wee&r » Detroit, Mich., repres-
enting Hy ria language weeklies.

en Gobozy, lawyer, former
momber ] ;y Council, Cleveland Onio,

x/

\Géloman Revesz, Auditor of Verho-
al Life Insurgnce Ass'n,Pitts-
+» controller of American Hungarian

on.

”1 5.) Tibor Eckhardt, former Delegate
// ry to the League of Nations, former
of the Hungarian Parliament,resigned
aident of the Independent Hungary world

f:iiwu vement, as guest, (Present until noon

giiiyrecesn o)

A\\Qkft/ Chairman: Hev, Franeis Ujlaki,

b
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Chairman Ujlakl greeted Mr, Eckha
in the name of assembled, expressing
"painful surprise" which his resigns
created.He stated that he is nbsoiih
sincere when he expresses the h hat Eck-
bardt will again assume leader of the
movement in the interests of In dent
Hungary. .

Eckhardt answered wighfiiiggg speech.
He emphasized that the mowzy t not of
personal interests- persons /are unimportant
and if some members 0{4213 e ttee resigned
they did it because of differences of prine-
iples and not for pfggpnﬂ&?z

/| o
When he arrivediféﬁghe US he came first
to this group.He d027 8 again this time.
A

easons.

He came ‘to US in 1940 and in 1941.In
1940 he cgme ts © whether American view-

points are in : y with the interests of
Hungary.He”smgiA§zretary Hull and President
Roosevelt.lhe latter said to him:"Whenever

you como,<§§2lq§ll be a welcome guest”.

Wh \hii eft Hungary the second time
gﬁ y the international situation

was ent,He tried to do everything to
coun nce the growing nazi menace in
Hung t the time came, when he could do
no more, Papers refused to print his articles
and the American Minister advised him to

leave the country. (John F. Mgontgomery, )

8 pﬁz;se was to create an organization
arians that would stand on the side
the democracies when Hungary eventually
/77 will sever all connections with US and will
ﬁ‘\\\//be tied to the Axis.The fundamental prineciples
‘\,/7 of this organization would be (1) that lean-
m\\l ~—/ 1ng on the US,Hungarians of entire world be

::;ip Joined to the allied nations.(2)Leading the
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people of Hungary over to the allies, =
out revolution. Regent Horthy was willi
to give the power over to those who

perform this with guarantee of suc
The Hungarians of US to be include

world movement. &jziﬁ
He tried to convince US *Q\ hat

there are anti-nazi elements
population who are willing iorse a
movement like this.

(g
Before launching t oégi /ont, he asked
Undersecretary Sumner les whether US 1is

ﬂ‘mdﬂbﬂﬂgor isnyt committed to/a Q?%fter-warj’)‘bromisu
8

with the allied nation and this is
absolutely confiden nd not for publie-
ation, - emphasized E dt, looking signif-
1eantiy in direction /of the newspapermen

members of the meéeting) -- and Welles' answer
was:No, When spoke to Welles again the
last time, not- ago, he asked, whether
there is anyééggﬁgo in this reapect The
answer was a 4// No.

He naturally had to respect first of
all the wi 8 of US Gov't.This gov't's
npprov d to be certain and later
the ﬁ?ﬁ t's benevolent attitude became
even ~pronounced. However, gradually a
ma rk ge had made itself felt on the
situa on, on account of the British gov-

s shifting interests.

The British Govermment knowing that the
for Britain is closer and more real,
or US, is much closer to the Soviet.
Tho Czechs, having been subservient to the
viet' interests during the entire life
of the opublic,and havang even now a secret
\\\g//treaty with the hussians, naturally are
influeneing the British Gov't in the Soviet's
behalf, - and for this reason the attitude
EZZiQ of the British Gov't toward the Independent
(
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Hungary movement became conaiderablf§§g§£§§>
fied,unlike the American Governmment's a t-
ude whieh remained unchanged., o

The result is that the attit Us
and British Gov't is not identi
the movement,which, starting
and US could progress satisfactor
case its branches in US and Englant
perform entirely similar work
changed circumstances thizi§:

e

the present time. So the

be to suspend the actfz%?i\\

: It 18 easy to und rgt d the resignat-
ion of Executive Member Zsilinszky. He lives
in London where natqgggly e has to govern
himself according to ggydictatoa of the
British Foreign offi¢e. The resignation of
Executive Comm, M%m er Balasy is different.

He lives here \'stidl follows the British
viewpoint. :

TR
The movéﬁégibaa a political agction

will be suspend temporarily,but the date
of its new(start will possibly be December,
this year. til then the newly created

"Cultural Committee" will work in cooperation
with several ‘eminent writers and artists of
Hunggi§§§g7 igin.

\igéé signed the presideney of the movem-

ent will not accept leadership even if it
omeé active again.

1§
iyf the movement.

aul NADANYI spoke first after Eckhardt
shed. He emphasized that he and his
paper enthusiastical supported the
VEMENT, even before Lgkhardt's arrival.
They are and always were fully and unreserv-
A edly loyal to the cause,recognizing that

persons are really unimportant. Eckhardt
—/ sald that even the noblest purposes can be

7



ruined by employing wrong methods.

it not be a wrong method (1) to put th
movement on ice now, thus trying %
it for possible future use, instead
reorganizing it right at this mom
(2) wasn't that a wrong method that
movement never made unmi ste
forward and complete pPronuncianm
behalf of the demoeratic principles? Would
not this occasion be the bést tim

rect this with a new, complet
c¢lusive platform or progrs

ECKHARDT!'S aniwetzﬁ\\\;jy

straight

e

"
(1) In his opinion §§§70nly possible
solution of the 31t2§§§°n 1s the temporary
suspension of polit J)‘otivitieu, and
(2)”We presented a zy am at the start.

P

How could anyone | expect a new program firom

us,at the timi}g@%i;go are going into temp-

orary 1inactiv .

The reléase sent out in the Bungarian
Language by the Office of War Izformation
(Elmer Dafia-,g;rector) was presented to

the meeti

ular, sent to every Hungarian

pape US, quotes a recent letter of
Upde ary of State Sumner Welles,saying
that ndependent Hungary movement never

the public or private blessing of
e Depertment, :

he release, issued July 27,1942, says
1ish;

"A special release,intended to .clarify
/<:i> situation long confusing to Americans of

A* Hungarian extraction, is enclosed.

(\ We hope you will publish it.Please
send me a marked copy of the issue of your
paper in which the release appears,

322i9 Very truly

Elmer Davis,
Director
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The Hungarian text aays:(tran;§§5i2;§>
from Hungarian): 2~

Undersecretary Welles of the

in his letter published July 23, i York,
announced that the "For Indepe : ry"
movement never enjoyed the " -official
blessing" or "the silent app

American govemment. ta

protests, sent to Washingt cording to

which Tibor Eckhardt and the erican Hungar-

ian Fedepation alleged gyemphasize that the
p\\

Welles! letter was agg;?ﬁk

American Government su the movement,

Welles! letterﬁ?]x\ﬁlabor committee
in New York,dated Judy, 14,1942,says the
following (translat from bungarian):

\\

VL
"I received your letter,dated July 3,
about the Oomgng of the Independent

é;mhe Department's stand

"true to the Ameriean

-Jgﬁn pamphlets and announcements

Hunga ry movem
decidedly is,
traditions of free speech,mamny enjoy the
hospitality( of ¢his country, but this does
not mean t they enjoy the "semi-offieial
blessi the "silent approval" of the
Governm * announced this stand of the
Depa ent ~/which could not have been mis-
inte .
(Signed)
Sumner Welles
Undersecretary of State
Dep't of State,
Washington,D.C,

Martin HIMLER remarks @M indignantly
that 1t was the State Dep't Which sent over
A © a meeting of the Federation in Washington

a eertain Mr, Williamson, who told us "that
<§§§§§?37 Eckhardt 1s the man we should follow" and

Ezziy they will give the support of the State Dep't.
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Now Mr, Williamson is gone, Mr, Hosk§§§§§§§>
gone also and we are left in the 4

Paul NADANYI points out that
publications of the Federation whi
the State Dep't's recognition.E dt him-
self claimed this a few weeks a in Chicago.
When the State Dep't was asked ggzzgher they
want the continuation of the n ent, they
sald:Yes.And now I ealled on of

the State Dep't up yestae s him
point blank what is thelr wish about thise

h id: 52
movements and he sa é?\\\\//
s

)
(Mr, Nadanyi rea QEEQ following in
English) S e

%

"The State Dep#t/é%%e no instructions,
it never gives ingtructions in such matters.
I spoke to several people sinee Mr, Eckhardt's
resignation,I .eve’ I saw Dr. Kerekes too,

and 1 gave t?gzgl same advice, that 1is,

these are no times to do anything else,for
- Amerlican citizens /just as for citizens of
other countries if they are in the United

States , -~ (than to concentrate all their
efforts to winning this war.Instead of activ-
1tles 1f of free moevements they
should | trate on activities in behalf
of W ffort, About a week or so ago

scussing a release to this effect
regarding not only the Hungarians but agll
ements,dr.flerekes was probably told
8, therefore he must have used
word, but this statement was not made
ow and I do not know when it will

e out., I believe the American Hungarian
Federation should stop all activities in
//\\\ half of the free movement and should eon-
centrate on the war effort,”
N
Cii%kgjj Mr. NADANYI pointed out that this

a

announcement 1s in contrgst with dr.Kerekes!
eircular invitation to this meeting, in

gZZip which he says that he will interpret here
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the "instructions" of the State Dep! ve
through him.

Martin HIMLER presents a pre d ‘and
mimeographed resolution, saying:

(Translation from Hungaria; Zzg
ion,

3

"The American Hungarian
foregseelng the eritical situas
the world as early as Jan.7,
country and Hungary still ms
atic relations, - stated th
memorandum submitted to -

'We..the Execu

American Hungaria

resentatives of A an citizens of

Hunga rian origi ugh whom glso, we

sincerely believe, the silenced people

of Hungary convey their thoughts and

oosevelt:

ration, as rep-

desires, congider it our sacred duty to
lead g mo nt for the preservation

of an In ) nt Hungary and for the
freedom ©f people, within the limit-
ations o Constitution and laws of

the Ynited ‘States.'
9
T rican Hungarian Federation

support Independent Hungary movement

starte tizens of Hungary, under the
lead f Tibor Eckhardt, Sep.27,1941,
by v f this declaration.

Directors of the American Hungarian
ration en " 1ts meeting today takem cogniz-

of the fact that the executive committec
£ Independent Hungary movement suspended

égigfg>a tivities and makes the following resol-
tion: I

Fe

l.) The American Hungarian Fedefgtion
A firmly stands by 1ts program, submitted to
and accepted by Pres. Roosevelt on the ¥th

of January,1941,

C7 2. )We support the fight of our country
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and President against our enemies and N m,
without reservation, with all of ou
and soul.

Fedonk
3.) The American Hungarian /reserve

our government promote the exi: e of an
independent, democratiec and :

o

Mr. NADANYI: He is n téé%}isfiod with

this resolution, because 1 not saying
i

enough and does not em with suffieient
decislveness that the
throw all its streng] to/help the United
States war effort. He presents an amendment
to Par.No.2. of thitéy lutiman, viz,:

4
"@ve .up@;igé;h9 fight of our country

and our i .ES against our enemies,
among z?gp, number hot only the
presen system of Germany and
her allie INCLUDING THE PRESENT

GOV T OF HUNGARY, BUT THE ENTIRE
NA IDEOLOGY, which with its racial
t the use of brutal force,the

ng on international law and
ee, of religion and morgls is
<§3:gﬁiﬁaolute denial of all those demo-
ic¢ principles of that spirit of
,— human equality which permeatests us
e the benefits of which we enjoy
a8 loyal citizens of this country.In
this spirit we resolve that we will
do our part with all of our strength
in order to bring about the victory
o:Lthe allied nations,"

(

2 :
\K::) Meeting appoints a committee to draft

\ a final resolution using the original resol-
ution and the amendment presented by Mr.
i;gip Nadanyi. Members of the committee are:Messrs.

C7 Dgrago,Kerekes,Kirdly, Himler and Mark.
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(After noon recess)

Meeting resumed after lunch, wi
the presence of Mr., Eckhardt.Commi
ents the following resolution: <;7 9

The original resolution r \a;>//unchanged
except Par. No.2, which 1s p od to Dbe
modified thus:

"2.) We support the Aoffour country
and HER ALLIES, withou tion,with all
of our hearts and soul emles are not

only THE PRESENT GOVE SYSTEM OF GERM-

ANY,AND HER ALLIES, Ig?; THE GOVERNMENT

OF HUNGARY but the 2 Nazi ideology."

Long discussion followed the presentation
of this amen nt which took almost three
hours and ocea 211y became very heated.

Rev. ates that there is absol-
utely no need the amendment and demands
acceptance of the original resolution.lf we

are talking about the brutasl excesses of the
nazis, we%ﬁgg%d talk gbout those committed
by the ??%ﬁugA ts also.
e

. tz LENGYEL: The working people
ing to 1listen to any proposal

gr.Eordogh: In his opinion the amend-
ent 1s absolutely correct, he approves it
tirely. It should be accepted,

Mr. Bela MARK: Let's accept the
amendment.

Mr. Joseph DARAGO:; Seconds this.



-1
Mr.John DEZSO: Seconds this.

Rev. UJLAKI: Amendment is antagbni é>
Hungarian people,

Mr. John DEZSO: But we are Amerﬂ%%?%\above
all. LA

Mr.Zoltan GOMBOS: Mo need fo
Condemnation of Ngzi 1dsolo
we have sald it already. —

Dr. Bela SZAPPANYOS: T j\\tg 1 resolution
says much more than th a@sydment

Mr, Coloman REVESZ: s/ éc this.

Rev.UJLAKI: He 1s igéyohﬁiote accord with
Mr. Gombos.

"Thfs compromise resolution
liberal element, inclmud-

Mr. Paul NADAN)
will not sati
ing Mr. Bglasy. /{7

Dr. TIBOR RE%;S (jumps up): Who is that
Bglasy an is not even an American
citizen./, not a single follower,

NADANYI: I assure you, gentlemen,
more followers than all of you
put t r. I am not going to sign this.

AN puts the resolution to vote.Result:
all for 1t, except Mr. Nadanyi.

or KEREKES: Mr. Nadanyl as represent-
at o of the press has no right to vote.

/®p . Paul NADANYI: THIS is true.

\,,7 All present sign the resolution which
is put before Mr. Nadanyl also.

@ Mr. NADANYI: I am not going to sign this.
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Mr, GOMBOS: This is an impossible aiéiégié;b
We are attacked from the outside and her A

among us also are people who are w g to
start disunion.
Mr, Emery KIRALY:; We

must pour I wine
into the glasses. Bho is not wi is our
enemy. I want to know if Mr, is a
friend of ours or our enemy? /

D)
In the accompanying \\ﬁiéﬂ&ﬁ NADANYI
makes this remark: "I am (1to attack
this resolution”. 42? L7

The turmoil reache \$§y7height after
this remark, ﬂzj/fﬁ
Mr. NADANYI: I am soérfézthat being highly
indignant and excited,l made this unfortunate
and entirely inveluntary remark. What I meant
to say is that rs will attack this and
to be the one who has

as usual, I am
to defend you{égég;, be certain about it that
t wit

L. am going to end your resolution, which
I will sigq>bu h reservation,

\( &

Y: I confess that I always sus-

nyl, but now when he is will-
resolution, my suspicion

Mr.
pected
ing to

will iﬁ%;iy ar,
o

S

r. Eordogh: I would have felt badly
"y Ngdanyl would have persisted in his
decision not to sign the resolution, because
0ssibly would have megnt that he is
g to attack 1t. Now I feel certain that
8 ))willing to help the Federation and
the ‘movement,

QiiiS\ Mr. NADANYI: (after aigniné the resol-
A tion)Yes, I have signed it,but not gladly,
M~,7 and I am going to defend it. :

@
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After discussing several subjects o

minor importance a resolution,offe
Mr. HIMLER was accepted, that:

No member or members of t orato
of the Federagtion will be penmi to part-

icipate in discussions with pe or groups
about merger or fusion of the opondent
Hangary movement with onhegi} enta.

2
iy, f\ \MZ

The directors o “Am can Hungarian
1;&%

Federation gre enti old out to Eckhagrdt.
The Federation now uch more closely tied

to the "dead" Ee han it was to the
"liviing" one. Th y oceodod in putting E.
and his movem \en;ieo, for future use,
and in blocking, possibility of forming

an other movktgiiz
That the talk gbout the "unimportance

of person @’1a<;baolutoly insincere was
demonatra%égggy the meeting, and a remark
made a few weeks ago by dr. Francis Deak
(Columb V., one of the secretaries of

the ep. ngary movement) to Paul Naddnyi,

that: ckhardt means no movement".
§S§Zaido of meeting Eckhardt mgde thf%ao
eresting remgrks:

; "Sumner Welles fixed a certain date wimn
ndependent Hungary movement will be
y recognized by the Stato Department and
EXCLUSIVE approval.(He probably was
talking about this when he salid in the

A meeting that the probable date of the movem-
N\\X ent's new start 1s Dew,1942.)

@
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Eckhardt sald also that :"He,is willing

to give it in writing that inside year
the Soviet and Germany will sign a s
peace and joined, both turn again 3

10'0“ N1
&i7 )
Eckhardt emphasized in 8 decided

manner that he is going back to Hungary by
any means and what he is doin here is not
American, but execlusively 2] gn polities.

| 210y A .
Qgg;%htal Balasy, he

In May,1942, talkl
asked him about the rzzgg t Pres., Roose-
velt and Churchill secretly are negotiating

with Mussolini about a separate peace with a
view of using Italy(gigﬁﬁgo for military

operations. 5
&p
Balasy's nlﬁoff;alzﬂe absolutely
refuses to be e anything of this sort.It
would be a comE; about-face to Atlantie

Charter and d 1l of the spirit of demoec-
romimmtic fig tfz:blio opinion would sweep
away anybo@y a pting anything like this.

Eekhar :<?Yos, these are pretty words, s
of course, b a pgactical politiecian must
ist.

can't conceal his contempt about
sm of such "practical politics"
t those who profess and practice it.
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